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NDER the reign of ee id a 
young man, of the moſt regular features, 

of the moſt beautiful and agreeable counte- 
nance, and of the moſt majeſtic and elegant 
mein, came to ſettle in Bagdad. Here he pur- 
chaſed a conſiderable inn,- empty by the death 
of an eminent citizen; he embelliſhed the gar- 
dens, gave a new appearance to the rooms, and, 


nin ſhort, be converted this ſinall palace into 


ſuch a ſplendid cook's ſhop as had never been 
ATI cr ferbeps in an ther ci of 


Here every thing was ſerved up in filver- 
Plate and china, by ſlaves drefled with uncom- 
mon taſte and neatneſs. The paſtry, and every 
other diſh, was ſeaſoned with a delicacy which 
even the cooks of the caliph were unable to ri- 
val. This moſt eminent cook's Name was gi- 
mouſtapha. i 

VoI. II. . A Hig 
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- His fine figure, his engaging and | polite; manner, 
and the ſplendid entertainments which he gave, 
ſoon invited to his houſe the firſt rate people 
of Bagdad; and, as his ragouts never failed to 
ſharpen the blunteſt appetite, he became the 
favourite cook of the place. His houſe and 
gardens were continually crowded with thoſe 
who prefer luxury to the moſt rational W 
ments. | 

The caliph's courtiers were 3 prai- 
ſing in his preſence the cook's exquiſite enter- 


tainments; but, either the prince could ſpare 


no time for the trifles of the kitchen, or the 
deſire of fatisfying himſelf of the ſkill of 8i- 
mouſtapha muſt come to him in a way corre- 
ſponding with his own whim and caprice. | 
The ſlaves, particularly the females, ' of Ha- 
roun's palace, took a turn every day round Si- 
mouſtapha's ſhop, and never returned without 
ſomething prepared after his beſt manner. 
The moſt forward of theſe ſlaves was Na- 
mouna, the affectionate governeſs of the prin- 
ceſs Ilſetilſone, a moſt amiable young lady, and 
the caliph's ſole progeny by Zobeida, who, of 
ail his other, women, was his darling favourite. 
Namouna enjoying ſuch freedom as was ſuit- 
able to her ſtation and time of life, walked 
every day in the ſtreets of Bagdad, - The chil- 
| 7 dren 
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dren knew her notw#.hſtanding her veil, and 
named her whenever they ſaw her. ak; 

Simouſtapha, whoſe ſhop ſhe frequented, na- 
turally obliging to every body, was particularly 
ſo to her. He made her ſit down, ſerved her 
firſt, and, by his agreeable and polite attentions, 
prepoſſeſſed her much in his favour. 

The good old lady, highly. gratified with 
every piece of flattery, ſaid within herſelf, “ Ha, 
fine young fellow, heaven bleſs thee, thou re- 
vereſt old age: and, whenever ſhe entertained 
the young princeſs with the news the had pick- 
ed up in her city-walks, ſhe always concluded 
with an encomium on the charming Simouſta- 
IIe had ſhown her all his gardens with the 
utmoſt politeneſs, and treated her on every oc- 
caſion, even without knowing her, with every 
poſſible degree of reſpect. The whole of his 
behaviour was natural, and flowed from a be- 
nevolent ſoul, and the higheſt eſteem for the 
ſex. 

Fe . ; {ſo obliging,” exclaimed 83 
« his voice is ſo ſweet. and melodious, that 
every word conveys! a. ſecret charm. His de- 
portment is noble as his deeds. In a word, he 
is a,tranſcript of Joſeph, Jacob's darling ſon. 
oy protect the woman who ſhall be tempted 
| A 2 to 
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to-taks:hold of his maxitde | u... 
as a dove.” 

Iſetilſone was highly diverted with her old 
confidant. And no ſooner had fhe returned 
from the city, than ſhe inquired how ſhe had 
ſucceeded with the cook. 

E will take care, faid Namouna, that I may 
not be impoſed upon; ſure I am not ſo weak 
as to fall in love; but there can be no harm in 

regaling myſelf with his ragouts; whatever 

comes from his hand may ſerve a queen. 

Surely it would diſcover a want of taſte, to 

ſhun the company of a young man more beau- 

tiful than any prince upon earth. Why ſhould © 
I deny myſelf the pleaſure of ſeeing him? Every 
look of his ſeems to renew my age. Methinks 
his paſtries reflect his image. I have one of 
them here for Meſrour, our 22 _— 
which be will take to-the palace. | 
* Namouna was not miſtaken; for Meſrour 
had carried the tart which the governeſs had 
given him to the favourite ſultaneſs, who re- 
-  galed the e ks eee Aden - 
e e wafer polar 8. 1 7 
Faroun having exclaimed how good it was; 
ſoon learned that it was got at Simouſtapha's 
3 the cook . whom he had heard 10 


4 33 a The » a 
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The ſultaneſs propoſed to Haroun that next 


morning they ſhould have a full ſervice from 
this excellent cook's ſhop, and that Meſrour 


| ould be inſtantly diſpatched with the neceſla- 


ry commands. 
Ibis is but little of he as RB 


the old-governeſs about Simouſtapha excited-in 


the palace: Every thing conſpired to increaſe 
it: His eaſy manner, his fine ſigure, the real 


excellence of his ragouts, and the prepoſſeſſion 


of the whole palace in his favour, alhough he 


had ſcarcely been a year at Bagdad. 6 
| eee eee 


at the table of his favourite ſultaneſs, and 
ſhowed that he was particularly pleaſed with 
own table to be ſupplied from the ſame 


ſhop; his women partock of the dainties. In 


ſhort, it came to this, that nobody in the pa- 


ace thought himſelf well dined unleſs there 


wa non at Oe 
table. 


ee rejoiced i in ſeeing her Idols. repu- 


tation increaſe. The caliph had already ſent 
to his daughter's table ſeveral of the moſt exqui- 
fite diſhes z but they did not flatter her palate 
ſo much as the governeſs expected. The con- 
N that was made of Simouſtapha's 


AF name 


* 
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name diſtracted her; but the gluttonous wo- 
man was not here for nothing. dn 
See,“ ſays the good governeſs, how this 
charms the eye; ſmell this cake.” She now 
deſcribes the kitchen of Simouſtapha: It is 
as beautiful as if it were hung round with mir- 
For.” The pavement is of poliſhed marble; 
every thing is incomparably brilliant. In the 
middle of ſeven beautiful young men, dreſſed 
as for a wedding, and employed about the fur- 
naces, Simouſtapha watches over the buſineſs. 
Being confiderably higher than any of the 
workmen] he appears like the moon among 
the ſtars He finiſhes off every diſh himſelf, 
and thus conveys to it a fectet charm.” ' But, 
whilft the old governeſs was thus launching out 
Into the praiſes of the cook, ſhe did not per- 
ceive what impreſſion ſhe was making upon the 
Young princeſs z r 
Hate e Jes Bvely Are dangerous. 57 
Illetilſone, whe! withed to conceal both Bom 
herſelf and others her fondneſs for a cook, in 
endeavouring to combat the riſing paſſion, lo- 


. ſes her ſleep, her appetite, her tranquillity, and 


Falls into fuch a melancholy, as made her affec- 
tionate father dread the conſequence. Iv 

© The poor governeſs bewailed the ſituation of 
ker charming miſtreſs. Her ſighs made her 
fuſpect the cauſe of her uncaſineſs. In ſhort, 2 4 
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an order which ſhe received, though but of 
little conſequence, confirmed her ſufpicions. 
Poor two days the princeſs had eaten nothing: 
5 J ſee,” ſaid Namouna, that I will be obli- 
ged to procure for you, as well as for myſelf, 
a diſh from the hand of my friend nn. 
pha.” 
The beautiful princeſs aniled without ſaying 
any thing; and the obliging old governeſs ran 
to her favourite cook's ſhop. Serve me well,” 
ſaid ſhe to him, my amiable young man; 1 
have a daughter whole life is dearer to me than 
my own; diſplay your {kill in preparing a difh 
to revive her appetite. For theſe two days ſhe 
has eaten nothing, and I fear the conſe- 
quence. If you make a-ragout to pleaſe her, 
you ſhall have a bundred ſequins for your 
trouble.“ 
4 nee locket"the dd Ney bal b 
the face, and knew perfectiy that ſhe had no 
daughter ; beſides, that the hundred fequins 
which the offered were ſufficient to aſſure him 
of the fact if he had not known i already. 
4 Is the then indiſpoſed?” replied he, with 
an air of anxiety, „ More than indifpoſed,” 
anſwered Namouna 4 © you ſee my diſtreſs for 
ber: but whatever comes from'you is ſo good, 
chat, * 
ter. 


8 « This 
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c This is the firſt time,” replied Simouſta- 
Pha, © that I have been afraid of not ſucceed- 
ing.“ He ſet inftantly to work, and ſuffered 
nobody to touch it but himſelf: In a moment 
the old woman was ready to ſet out for the 
palace; but the: firſt wanted to N. de- 
mands. 
The cock would take nothing; « If it pleaſe | 
her,” fad be, nern if not, I 
thould, have nothing.“ 
Namouna reached 83 cas 
ragont4 Ilſetilſone taſted it, found it delicious, 
and eat the whole of it. The eyes of the go- 
verneſs ſparkled with joy upon ſeeing the ſuc- 
ceſs of her ſtratagem; and ſhe now extolled 

the complaiſance, the Ae "nd the ad- 
| dreſs of Simouſtapnaa. 

He believed, ſaid ſhe, chat it was for 17 
daughter; in an inſtant he ſet to work. I 
would have given him a hundred ſequins, but 
he would take nothing; he was happy that he 
[had it in his power to oblige me. 
In what fort of a body, aid Ilſetilſone, docs 

this dignity and nobility of a prince lodge? 

It lodges, replied Namouna, in a body which 
Solomon himſelf would be proud of, were he 
to appear again upon earth; and he would find 
it difficult to * o well. ar Snaps 


bo e 77 


* 


| 8 

When the repaſt was over, this beautiful 
princeſs abandoned herſelf anew to her phren= 
zy. „ What,” faid Namouna to her, are 
you to behave fo, after you have eaten with 
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ſuch pleafore! Inſtead of diſtracting you, I 


thought that I ſhould have put you in a fitua» 
tion to receive the. caliph, both with greater 
pleaſure to yourſelf and more comfort to. him.” 

« I cannot do otherwiſe, my dear Namou- 
na,” ſaid the princeſs, in ſpite of me my 


heart is wounded,” Without doubt, replied 


the governeſs, there is a. ſecret-within your 
breaſt which preys upon your. vitals, and yet 
you would conceal it from me, who * | 


more than my own life. 


- As my ſecret, anſwered Ilſetilſone, is nothing 


to my hanour, it ought to die with #ayſelf. If 


SOT EL Pr e 
tan? dp pt” 
My beautiful ae edel che ne 
you are about to haften your deſting. My ſoul 
is a well into which your ſecret may deſcend 
without ever being ſeen again, and I may fall 
upon ſome means to afford yau comfort. 
„ Oh, Namouna,” interrupted Ilſetilſone, 


« pray to God to cure me, he muſt ee 


— my phat}. | 
Well we will pray together, and obtain this 
miracle. He has already performed many in 
* | theſe : 
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theſe places. By miraculous interpoſition he 
delivered the Jews, his choſen people, from the 
hands of Pharaoh : But, in the preſent caſe, he 
will not have to dry up the ſea. Inſtead of that 
great man Moſes, there is only need of a ſe- 
condary inſtrument, and here am I ready to 
ſerve you; confide in me; don't, diſtruſt her 
who loves you more than her own life, and 
who is ready to ſacrifice jit to your intereſt. I 
have years and experience; I can adminiſter 
uſeful counſel, and deviſe methods which your 
own inexperience could never ſuggeſt. In a 
word, intruſt me with the ſubject of that me- 
lancholy which you indulge at the riſk of your 
life. | | pg 9048 24 MP; ) 8 
Ho! my good Namouna, replied the prin- 
ceſs, ſhame ought to ſhut my mouth ; but my 
confidence in you makes me open it. 
| You.know as well as I the true cauſe of my 
misfortune; and I would have blamed you 
more than. any perſon elſe for having contribu- 
ted to it, did I not ſee that it is the effect 2 tb, 
an inevitable fatality. | er 
_ I am' paſſionately in love: . has 
. tended to-inflame my paſſion, and to derange 
my brain. Tou, Namouna, the women of the 
palace, my father the -caliph, every one ſeems 
to me to be him. In ſhort, he hath appeared 
to me in two dreams. Now name, if you dare, 
(435.05 the 
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the object of my affeCtion : tell who is the only 
man with whom the daughter of the com4 
mander of the faithful, of the king of the 
kings of the earth would live, and without whom 
life itſelf would be inſupportable. Excuſe, if 
poſſible, this incredible extravagance, and par- 
don yourſelf for having raiſed it by 5 con- 
ten accounts and encomiums. | 

Have you ſeen him in your dreams?“ ſaid. 
the ſerious old governeſs with a grave counte- 
nance; Lou may aſſure yourſelf that if it was 
really he, he was as beautiful as the angel who 
poured out the ſherbet to the great prophet 
when he was tranſlated to the ſeventh heaven, 
Do you recolle& his. features ? 

No, that is impoſſible,” faid Ilſetilſone; «I 
was confounded, tranſported, at the ſight of ſuch 
an enchanting object. He threw himſelf at my 
feet, and ſwore that hewould adore no other crea- 
ture but me; but in two dreams I have con- 
ſtantly ſeerr the ſame object. I would recollect 
him if I ſaw him again; but it is as impolite” 
for me to paint him, as to forget him. | 

4 Thus, Namouna,” added the princeſs, with 
an air of confuſion, „while my father denies 
the princes of the eaſt, one after another, 
the pretended honour of my hand, the object 
of the love and ambition of ſo many kings, I 
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would think 3 happy in being bound ” 
life to 2 

« 'To Simouſtapha,” replied the old 1 woman : 
* don't bluſh to name him; his name is a pa- 
negyric. All the crowns upon earth ſhould be 
put upon his head. There are a hundred kings 
in the world, but there thould be none but Si- 
mouſtapha,” a 

96 . care,” ſaid Nſetilfone, ce you will ruin 

Il ruin you, my dear princeſs, I love you 

mens ont fag. Let the angel of 
death ſhut my eyes as ſoon as they have wit- 
neſſed your felicity. We muſt viſit Simouſta- 
pha together; and if you find that it was he 

who appeared to you in your two dreams, the 
fate which has deſtined you for him is irrevo- 
cable; and J inſtantly ee inſtrument of 
your deſtiny. 
„ But how,” enforced nietllone, cc can I ke 
Him without expoſing myſelf?” Truſt that tome, 
ſaid the old governeſs; fleep well this night; 
that fleep may revive your complexion, and re- 
ſtore the red to your lips. To-morrow you 
ſhall fee him whom you love; then you ſhall 
know if it be he whom the enchanting dream. 
has / preſented. to you; and, as 1 am always 
ready to ſerve you, matters ſhall be mana- 
ged ſo, as not to have the ſmalleſt appear- 
ance of * thought of before-hand. Uſe» 
tilſone, 


— . 
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vUlfone, a little comforted, upon hearing this 
went to bed. 

Early next morning the old governeſs flew to 
the ſhop of Simouſtapha. I am come,” ſaid ſhe 
to him, © to give you an account of the ragout 
you gave me: You have been paid according to 
your wiſh, for there was none of it left ; but 
my fine young man,” added ſhe, “ what will 
you give me, if I ſhall inform you of the happi- 
eſt news poſlible for one of your age and condi- 
tion?“ 

Whatever you EY replied 8Simouſtapha. 

I am to tell you, continued the old governeſs, 
that the lady you have regaled ſo well is to dine 
to-day on your ragouts; but take care to pre- 
pare every thing with your own hand. 

Tour orders, replied Simouſtapha, I ſhall moſt 
chearfully execute. If fo, ſaid Namouna, you 
owe me a kiſs already; fee if I ſhall have it in 
my power to increaſe the number of ve obli- 
gations. 

« Do you know that you have to give 2 
dinner. to the greateſt and the moſt beautiful 
princeſs upon earth, even to the incomparable 
Ilſetilſone?“ My heart, replied Simouſtapha, 
bluſhing, bath already announced her to me. 

What, faid..Namouna, your heart? What, 
our heart? Are you in love with wy prin- 
coſa? 5 | 

Vo. II. B « The 
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e The princes of Aſia burn with love for 
her, and bluſh not to own their paſſion. Her 
beauty, her virtues, ſubdue every one who hears 
of her ; but, for my own part, I would be proud 
to be one of her flaves.” 

If you are prejudiced in her favour, anſwer- 


ed Namouna, and if you are impatient to ſee 


Her, I can aſſure you ſhe has the fame curioſity 
with reſpect to you. 

Her ſlave, ſaid Simouſtapha, is ready to fly to 
her feet. Since you are in this ſituation, replied 
the old governeſs, you ought to come yourſelf 
and aſk payment; you will receive it from 
her beautiful hand. Prepare the dinner, ſend 
it into the palace with your own ſlaves, by the 
large gate. As ſoon as the repaſt is over, you 
muſt be ready at a ſecret outlet, which I will 
ſhow'you. But remember, my dear Simouſta- 
pha, that you now owe me a kiſs more. 
I owe you a thouſand, faid Simouſtapha, em- 
bracing the old governeſs with rapture; after 
which they went different ways. 


Simouſtapha exerts his utmoſtſkill in preparing 
the repaſt. Ten blooming young flaves, beau- 


tiful as Cupids, and dreſſed with the utmoſt e- 
legance, are ordered to carry it to the palace. 


Ilſetilſone is agreeably ſurpriſed with this 


piece of gallantry. The old confident officiated 
WE We, ; } as 


1 
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as landlord; and the young princeſs, eating ra- 
gouts prepared by him whom ſhe loved, made a 
moſt delicious repaſt, which far exceeded any - 
idea ſhe had conceived of it. 

She praiſed every bit to Namouna.— Eat, cat, 
faid the good old governeſs to her, what comes 
from him muſt be good. Is it poſſible that Si- 
mouſtapha loves me, ſays the princeſs, when he 
has never ſeen me? Wo MES 

Seen you'! replied Namouna, you, who loſe 
your reſt for him. Whatever is decreed in hea- 
yen, my dear child, muſt be accompliſhed on 
earth by means, no matter how extraordinary. 

As ſoon as I told him that a great lady, very 
well pleaſed with the firſt diſh ſhe had got from 
him, wanted a whole dinner prepared by his own 
hands, he gueſſed it to be you, becauſe his 
| heart had announced it to him. In the tranſ- 
| ports of joy into Which he was thrown, in 
having it in his power to ſerve you, and the 
hope of ſeeing you, he quite confounded e 
old and forward as I am. 

You will pardon me, my dear princeſs, for 
receiving the firſt careſſes of your lover, when 
1 tell you, that he appeared to me to be paſ- 
ſionately fond of you. Beſides, I am ready to 
give vou what I got. In ſaying that, the old 
governeſs threw herſelf on the neck of her miſ- 


treſs, and embraced her with her whole ſoul, 
a Ra” Tou 
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You are too fond, my good Namouna, faid 
Tiſetilſone. Not more ſo than every female of 
Bagdad, replied Namouna. If the kiſſes of this 
beautiful cook were to be fold, you would ſee 
what a price; the crier would make a fortune 
by them. 

While this conference was going on in the 
palace, the young ſlaves of Simouſtapha, who 
had been ordered to ſerve up the diſhes on the 
table of the princeſs, returned tranſported with 
Joy at the manner in which they had been re- 
ceived, and each with five pieces of gold from 
the hand of the beautiful Ilſetilſone. 

Simouſtapha, encouraged to make his viſit, 
from the flattering reception his ſlaves had met 
with, diſpatches his buſineſs, goes to the bath, — 
perfumes himſelf, and dreſſes in his beſt robes, . 
After this he went ſtraight to the palace, and to 
the outlet that had been pointed out to him. - 
Namouna waited at the door to introduce 
him. The 'princefs obſerved from the terrace 
of the palace a man conducted towards her, 
fuſpended between love, hope, and fear,” « Tt 
is he, faid ſhe, « the very man whom I faw 


twice in my dreams; he appeared to me the 


firſt time in this dreſs; the ſecond time, his 
dreſs was ſo ſplendid that 1 was unable to bear 


its luſtre.” 
Whit 
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Whilſt ſhe was making theſe ſhort remarks, 

Simouſtapha entered the room deſtined for the 
interview; and the princeſs came in from a- 
nother fide. Simouſtapha, as ſoon as he ſaw 
her, ſaluted her moſt reſpectfully, and looked 
upon her down-caſt eyes, and her arms acroſs 
her breaſt, till ſhe ſpoke to him. ; 
„ Are you,“ faid Ilſetilſone, © the cook 
whoſe praiſes I have heard ſo often celebrat- 
ed?” You do me too much honour, anſwer- 
ed Simouſtapha. . - 

I don't agree to that, replied the wk ps 
appear very far ſuperior to your condition, al- 
though you acquit yourſelf in it with amazing 
addreſs. You perform your buſineſs ſo nobly, 
that, although it ſeems made for you, you do 
not ſeem made for it. But what, pray, were 
the reaſons that induced you to make choice of 
Bagdad for your reſidence ? 

| Ch} moſt admirable princeſs, ſaid deut- 
hd if you wiſh your ſlave to fpeak fincerely, 
remove the veik which impairs his confidence, 
that the truth which. proceeds from his mouth 
may reach your ear. I have already ſuffered 
too much in being prevented from admiring the 
charms which that impertinent Wen keeps 
Fom my view. 

 « You have not, ſaid the wt been a 
year at "_ and, if my veil diſtreſſes you, it 
0 N B 3 bath 
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hath been but for a moment; how then can 
you ſpeak of long torments ?? From this mo- 
ment, replied Simouſtapha, I have felt the firſt 
ba: 4,6 A of 1721. which will end but with my 
life. 

A rigorous "AE replied Ilſetilſone, hinders me 
to take off my veil —A reſpectful baſhfulneſs, 
anſwered Simouſtapha, detains my ſocret upon 
my lips. 

- 'This childiſhneſs, cried the good 8 
makes us loſe time; and the principal eunueh, 
who is not long in going his rounds, has a great 
chance to come upon us. Upon faying that, ſhe 
approached the princeſs, and tore' off the veil. - 

It ſeemed as if timidity and baſhfulneſs had 
been attached to this trifling piece of ſtuff. For, 
as ſoon as Ilſetilſone got rid of it, ſhe ſlipped to- 
ward Simouſtapha; and they now embraced each 
other with the greateſt appearance of tenderneſs. 
- Accollation had been prepared on the ſþot ; 
and the two lovers, for no word there had eſca- 
ped from both, availed themſelves of it. They 
looked, fighed, and eat with diſtraction, while a 

the bleſſed quarter of an hour flew on. 
Namouna turned away from them. They 
parted with tears in their eyes. They proteſt- 
ed that they were in love for life, and that they 
muſt break the chains of pleaſure and of cul. 
tam at once. 


klebe, 
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Iſetilſone, from an. exceſs of content, fell in- 
ſtantly into the utmoſt deſpair. In vain, every 
day, did they ſerve her table with diſhes pre- 
pared by her lover; ſhe was not to be impoſed 
upon by the niceties of art. From the happy 
moment of their interview, every object but 
himſelf appeared inſipid to her. She became 
emaciated. She pined away. 

Namouna was diſtreſſed for her. “ Be ha 
reaſonable,” ſaid the to her, „enjoy the plea- 
fure of loving and of being loved. You de- 
fire to ſee your lover, and to be in his company. 
But prudence requires of you to do your duty. 
You may ruin the whole by your want of pa- 
tience, and efface that vivid complexion, that 
flower of youth, which is the greateſt charm of 
your beauty. Leave the matter to me. A mat- 
ter of ſo great moment cannot be happily con- 
ducted with fuch precipitation. | 
„Look at theſe beautiful ſtars; We 
wiſhes to haſten its courſe, it leaves its proper 
orbit, and falls, never to riſe again. That which 
directs your fortune keeps pace with the reſt, 
. eee eee: eee 
ole... 
| I hear your advice, a As fri 

Iſetilſone; but I cannot follow it. If you with 
me to eat, tel me that n 


> 
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& Very well, fince he muſt engroſs your whole 
attention, fit down. to table and eat; I mal fall 
upon ſome method for you.” _ | 

| The princeſs. cauſed fome food be 3 
ber, took. a hilt of it, and_inſtantly aſked what 
ſhe had done. 

Since you wiſh to know rhe. ſaid Na- 
mouna, attend: For theſe ſome days you have 
been confined. to bed, and have not paid your 
uſual viſits. to the:caliph. I expect to ſee the 
principal eunuch coming to inquire what con- 
fines you to your room. Upon his anſwer, the 
caliph and Zobeida, your mother, will come to 
ſee what is the cauſe of your indiſpoſition. At- 
tend to all the queſtions which the affection of 
2 father and of a mother can ſuggeſt. Imagine 
them faying, Do you. feel any pain? Does ought 
bere hurt you, or dpleaſs you? | What will mers 
you? Prepare your anſwers! before-hand, ' 

Beware of ſaying that you are indiſpoſed; for 
they would ſend the doctor to you, who ſhould 
confound: you with: nauſeous drugs, which you 
have no need of; but ſay that you are over- 
 whelmed with a langour, which has been occa - 
ſioned by too much confinement; and that a 
Attle exerciſe would be the cure. | ö 
| | You muſt then requeſt them to permit you : 
1 g0 to amuſe, yourſelf at Bagdad; and that 
they would grant you two days, at two differ 
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ent times, fo near one another as to have the 
deſired effect; at the ſame time, ſo diftant as 
not to interrupt the bufineſs of the town. Be- 
ſides, a crier muſt announce when you are to ſet 
out, that there may be nobody either to diſquict 
you, or to feel uneaſy on your account. 

.You muſt aſk to go to the bath the firſt day, 
and to viſit the thops the fecond, Our devo- 
tion will next induce us to viſit the moſques. 1 
will then conduct every thing fo as to turn out 


the leave you have got for amuſement to the 


beſt advantage in every reſpect. 

- Namouna had ſcarcely unfolded her defigin, 
when Meſrour, the chief of the eunuchs, arrived 
from the caliph, to viſit the princeſs. . 

'The conſequence of this ſmall event Juſtified 
all the foreſight of Namouna. 5 
Haroun and Zobeida came to ſee their daugh- 
ter, who obtained leave from them to walk in 
Bagdad, at the times, and under the apr 
tions premeditated by Namouna. 

 Haroun, upon returning into his apartment, 
orders Giafar to take every neceſſary precau- 
tion, in order that the princeſs might, early 
next morning, along with her retinue, enjoy 
the pleaſure of a walk in all the ſtreets of the 
city; and that ſhe might ſee every curioſity in it 
without being expoſed to the looks of any bo- 


* . 25 
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The grand vizir iflued theſe orders to the 
chief magiſtrate z and, on that very night, all 
the people of Bagdad were warned by the pu- 
blic criers to ornament their ſhops with all 
their moſt curious wares : But, at the hour of 


prayer, nobody was to appear, either in the 


ſtreets or in the houſes, that neither the paſſage, 
nor the curioſity of IIſetilſone, who was to walk 
at that hour, might be interrupted: Every 
thing that might be taken by thoſe who com- 
poſed her retinue was to be paid, and every 
pillage they made indemnified. Thoſe, how- 
ever, who, from a ſpirit of reſtleſſneſs or curio- 
ſity, ſhould diſobey the orders, were to meet 
with the ſevereſt treatment. 


When the buſineſs was ſet in order, Namou- 


na, anticipating the ſucceſs, came to. acquaint 
Iſetilſone. 4 Ha! well, is every thing ſet in or- 


der according to your wiſhes ? Will the. ſtreets 
of Bagdad be ſufficiently clear Toy em ep 


row morning ?” | 

&« Thes will be.tod-mack. th, if all the inha- 
bitants remove, n the Ne, if nobody 
remain in the houſes.” . 

You don't view the nature of the order 4 
the fame light that I do, Madam; all the ſhops, 
all the houſes. which are upon the ſtreets muſt 
be entirely empty; but if to-morrow all the 
people of Bagdad were forced to go out of the 
Mx city 
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city, for the want of tents they would periſh 
by the heat of the ſun. Every one is to ſnut 
himſelf up in a part of his houſe, from which 
he can neither hear nor ſee any thing, and far 
jeſs be ſeen. Thoſe who are rich will go to their 
country- ſeats; ſuch again as are poor will ſeek 
where to conceal themſelves. The city muſt look 
like a defart; and it is by being fo that it will 
anſwer our purpoſe. There you may do what 
you pleaſe : Your female attendants will run up 
and down the ſhops with a curioſity, and an 
eagerneſs of which you have no idea. The eu- 
nuchs will follow in order to watch the fe- 
males, and to obſerve what they pick up. They 
muſt alſo attend to ſome ſmall affairs of their 
own; and, during that time, we muſt mind ours. 
Be content; go to the bath; ſup chearfully; 
fleep as well as you can; and don't become 
careleſs about your beauty. Tomorrow 1 _— 
to ſee the happieſt conple upon earth. . 

Ilſetilſone did every thing that her en, go- 
verneſs required of her. 

The good cook was thrown into deſpair, 
when he heard the criers announce, that, be- 
fore his princeſs ſhould walk in Bagdad, eve- 
ry body ſhould diſappear; and that he who 
ſhould have the impudence to uppers" tn her 
Aghit ſhould be " to death. | 

| Namouna 


I 
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Namouna arrived and found him over- 
whelmed with grief.“ Why,” ſaid ſhe, after 
ſhe had explained the motive of it to him, 
& do you torment - yourſelf about an order 
which I expreſsly ſolicited, in order to bring 
about your interview with my princeſs? To- 
morrow morning you muſt ſend all your ſlaves 
out-of the city: You muſt pretend to follow 
them; you muſt. enter your houſe by the 
back-doorz and you muſt wait for us in the 
bottom of the garden. We will go into your 
ſhop; the noiſe that we will make will let you 
know where we are; and, at any rate, without 
your ſhowing yourſelf, I know where to find 
you. - As ſoon as it is night, prepare ſomething 
to regale us-with to-morrow. I know that you 
are by no means avariciousz I could engage 
for it, however, that you are going to make 
ſome trick of it.“ 

You aſtoniſh me, ſaid Simouſtapha, cſpe- 
cially when I am ſo much diſpoſed to ſerve you. 
I will put you to the trial immediately, replied 
the old lady; what I am to tell you ought to 
charm you: Do you remember how you paid mg” 
for the firſt good news I brought you? Could 
you ſtill pay me in the ſame manner? 

I underſtand you, ſaid Simouſtapha, you are 
here in the midſt of all that I poſſeſs, chooſe 
19 2 | what 
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wht yo! pleaſe. What you aſk is no more 
Pure avarice ! cried Namouna merrily. I will 
tell your miſtreſs that I have diſcovered a fail- 
ing in you, which is not at all common to people 
of your age. I will avenge wo upon you for 
this. E 2 

I will not, however, . pain to my 2 
child: She has not had a moment's eaſe ſince 
ſhe faw you. She does nothing but ſighs. She 
would aot have ſurvived, had I not fallen upon 
ſome means to get you a quiet interview with 
one another at Bagdad. I want to take her 
ſome good news from you. What ſhall I ay to 
her ? 

« Titan channel HR Sar ebb 
that I cannot expreſs myſelf, that I am impa- 
tient for the happy moment which ſhall reunite 
us. If ſhe has enjoyed little reſt ſince we ſaw 
one another, I have enjoyed none. My heart is 
ſo full of the charming idea, that her name is 
continually on my lips. I am forced to con- 
demn myſelf to an abſolute ſilence, CSR 
not eſcape.” D 

Well, faid the old romun,/qpiyabled 1 can 
repeat all that, I may ſay that I go with my 
pockets full of words: With reſpect to deeds 
— re nee ee | 
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However, I ſhould have been faithful in giving 
it to her. In ſaying ſo, the good old woman 
preſented her cheek; but to no purpoſe. She 
then parted with him: Adieu, covetous Si- 
mouſtapha !” 

Namouna haſted to the vio ang repegted 
the conberſation, word for word, even to the 
pleaſantry with which it ended. What! ſe- 
riouſly, my dear Namouna, faid Ilſetilſone, did 
you want a kiſs from him ? Could you be ſo 
amorous ? 

I don't ſay ſo, replied Gs but, even 
under my wrinkles, my heart is as if I were 
only twenty years of age; and, if I ſhould 
live a hundred, I would never be the enemy 
of that man who was like the beautiful Simou- 
ſtapha. My pretenſions to beauty go but a 
ſhort way. I am content with a. trifle ; but 
it gives me great pleaſure. . If I renounced 
love altogether, I ſhould become too bad. 
props a A — gy 
day. 

The morrow morning, as 0 as prayers are 
over, Ilſetilſone and ſixty beautiful ſlaves 5 5 
down to Bagdad. 

The princeſs, conducted yy her eee 
ſet out ſtraight for the baths which were near- 
eſt the beautiful cook's houſe; ſhe enters it, 
and ſpeaks with her principal eunuch. I will 

| de 
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be ſerved,” faid ſhe to him, © by the flaves of 
this houſe. I wiſh all mine to amuſe them 
ſelves, and to enjoy my ſally: Conduct them 
through the whole of Bagdad.” The eunuch 
obeyed. She-entered the bath ; ſtopped alittle; 
went and came according to the caprice of her 
paſſion; being all the while eſcorted _—_—— 
na alone. 

Simouſtapha waited with impatience in a re- 
mote part of the garden, under a rural grot- 
to, where was a fountain in which he uſually 
cooled his liquors. He prepared breakfaſt, and 
every now and then chanted over verſes, in 
which he endeavoured to paint both the ardour 
of his paſhon, and the happineſs which he was 
about to enjoy. Of all his houſchold he had 
kept only an expert young ſlave, who was per- 
fectly handſome, but dumb. All on a ſudden 
a noiſe in the garden ſtrikes his ear; he riſes; 
and runs up. 

This was the Shject of his defires; of his: 
dreams, and of his ſongs. IIſetilſone had arri- 
ved a few moments before. 

She had approached the Aae a ee 
ing perceived; and had liſtened with the moſt 
extreme pleaſure to the verſes of her lover. 
The ſubject of them affected her; and the 
ſweetneſs of his voice conveyed a double charm. 
Not — him to know that ſhe had been 

C 2 | IM 
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liſtening, ſhe ſhifted a little from the ſpot, and 
made a ere her: At laſt ſhe 
zoined her lover. 

It was no common paſſion PRs from a 
ſudden coincidence of ſentiments, which forced 
them together: It was a ſtroke of ſympathy; it 
was ſtill more, if their fate was interwoven, as 
they both had reaſon to believe. They ſtoock 
ſtill, and gazed at one another with a curioſity, 
mixed with the moſt lively joy, and mutual ad- 
miration. In order to embrace, their arms roſe 
in concert; _—_ —— ener been 
n away. 

' Luckily the Wust of the grotto was covered 
with moſs; and the prudent Namouna had al- 
ways taken care to prevent accidents. They 
found it neceſſary to quit a place inconvenient 
for an interview of ſuch an intereſting nature. 
Simouſtapha conducted his miſtreſs by the arms 
under a green arbour, which the rays of the 
ſun could not penetrate. Here the found a 
commodious ſopha, and a repaſt conſiſting of 
the moſt exquiſite dainties. Beſides, this ſpot 
united every thing that could add comfort to the 
ſituation of the princeſs. Here, a deep baſon 
received water clearer than cryſtal, from the 
mouth and noſtrils of different animals, whoſe 
variety exhibited an agreeable object. And 
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this diffuſed the moſt delicious freſhneſs under 
the arbour. | 

Ilſetilſone and Simouſtapha ſat down to table 
_ cloſe together; Namouna and the mute ſer- 
ved them. They eat little, and ſpoke ſtill leſs; 
the language of the eyes was en. it be- 
ſpoke great paſſions. * 

At laſt the princeſs broke the expreiine ſi- 
lence, and cried out with an angelic voice, . Oh! 
Simouſtapha, I love you, and I find that it 
will be impoſſible for me ever to love any other 
ſo well. I don't know how that frightful di- 
ſtance which fortune appears to have put be- 
tween us ſhall be got over. If the overthrow 
of my high pretenſions could effect it, it ſhould 
be done immediately. My ſoul can loſe no- 
thing by uniting with your's, whoſe nobleneſs 
equals its rank. You put that fortune to the 
bluſh which appears willing to diſgrace you 
and I would glory if, by raiſing you, I could 
have it in my power to expoſe her injuſtice.” 

« TI am too much elevated, Madam,” replied 
Simouſtapha, © by the compliment you pay me. 
It hath | conſtituted my fortune and my glory, 
as well as my happineſs. You love me; my 
ambition is gratified z and, were I in poſſeſſion 
of a crown, I could reap no other ſatisfaction 
from it, than that a amt 
your feet. | 
| 0 3 Lee 
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* Let us ſwear,” faid the princeſs, to Ive 
always for each other in ſpite of fortune, and 
always to guard againſt” whatever my be the leaſt 
' obſtacle to our union.“ x 

. «© Here, at your knees, — e 
by the name of the great prophet, cried Si- 
mouſtapha. The beautiful princeſs raiſed him 
up; the tendereſt kiſſes ſealed their oaths, and 
cauſed their tears flow and 1 every now 
and then. 

| Namouna, too inſenſible of the les of chiſe 
tears, wanted to ſtop them. What!” ſaid ſhe, 
“ are you going to paſs the time in weeping, 
Inſtead of rejoicing ? How I hate languiſhing 

vers. Drink, cat, and baniſh ſorrow.” At 
the fame time ſhe ſerved them with different 
forts of food, and made them drink the one 
after the other from the ſame cup. Have you 
no muſical inſtruments ?? faid the to Simouſta- 
pha. „Send for them, nobody ſees us; and, 
when you ſhall have done with weeping, I will 
teach you how to amuſe yourſelves.” . 

The mute, upon a fignal from his maſter, 
ran and brought different muſical inſtruments. 
Namouna took up one of them, and began with 
2 ſprightiy tone; but IIſetilſoe, with a ten- 
der and ſeducing voice, fell a repeating ſome 
charming verſes, which rendered the harmo- 
niqus ſounds of the inſtruments, which ſhe grace- 
5 fully 
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fully played upon, ſtill more affecting. Simouſta- 
pha anſwered her immediately, and diſcovered as 
much genius and. judgment in the compoſition 
of the words, as {kill in the muſic. He ſhone 
chiefly in the tender and affecting expreſſions. 
For the inſtant Namouna was content; they 
too ſeemed to be amuſed ; but ſhe put a ſtop 
to their pleaſures,” by warning them to part, 
that they might give no ſuſpicion to the eunuchs, 
and the females who | compoſed their retinue. 
It was not without remorſe, that thefe two hap- 
py lovers yielded to the circumſtance. They 
ſealed their adieus with tender embraces and 
new tears. „By Mahomet !“ ſaid the impa- 
patient Namouna, 6 . n — us yore 
quickly.” - 
Ihe lovers parted. priate: 
enough to conceal the features of her counte- 
nance, that they might not diſcover the paſ- 
fions by which the was about to be agi- 
tated. Upon this the joined her flaves, in 
order to return to the palace, ſupported by 
Ne ee 3 her dear en geen 
again. 
his daughter. As ſoon as the principal eunuch 
had announced her, he ran to her with the ut- 
moſt affection to aſk her how ſhe was after 
the bath, and her walk. 
| Uſetilfone | 


i 
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Ilſetilſone expreſſed herſelf. pleaſed with the 
variety of objects which ſhe had ſeen in the 
ſhops. The caliph, finding her eyes more ani- 
mated than uſual, and her complexion more vivid 

than that of the governeſs, congratulated him- 
ſelf upon having had it in his power to amuſe 
her in the ſtreets of Bagdad. The princeſs Zo- 
bieda, on ſeeing her daughter, was equally hap- 
py in finding that melancholy removed, which 
might haye been RIO with eee ee 
farmen 1 
At length, it was ee upon, that liel. 
ſone, after reſting two days, ſhould return to 
Bagdad in ſearch of new amuſements for her 
health. And the criers were ordered to an- 
nounce the intention of the calipß. 

Ahl what long two days! faid the princeſs. 
Can you conceive my ſituation, my dear Namou- 
na, during this cruel abſence? and how I ſhall. 

| eee er diſtance ow Simou- 
N . 

= 5 ede ms Grid 
Nate they would roll on. quicker than 
your's.” Ah! how would you fill them up? I. 
would fleep the beſt half, and ſpend the reſt in 
eating, drinking, and enjoying myſelf, and in 

dreaming on the pleaſure of ſoon ſeeing my beau- 
tiful Simouſtapha again; beſides, I ſhould not 
give myſelf ſo much pain about ſeeing my lover, 

2. 1 ö if 


2 
—— 
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if we were to weep all the time like infants, or 
to pay one another as ſerious compliments as thoſe 
that are uſed on the inſtalment of a mufti. I have 
not always been old; J have been in love, tho' it 
was never knoun; but I managed matters other- 
wile. It is generally believed that we who are 
chearful never think, becauſe we laugh much, 
and often laugh at what others think. But, had I 
been engaged in an adventure like your's, I ſhould 
have acted a capital part. You, Namouna, are 
not the daughter of a caliph. The glory of my 
father, his rank, and his ſenſibility, combat my 
feelings; and my lover, who, in my eyes, is 
worthy of the lot of a king, is ſurely nothing 
elſe. No more of that, ſaid Namouna fmart- 
ly, he is nothing but a cook ;—it is all he wants 
to be; but, ſurely, there is nothing more ami- 
able on earth. There is happineſs in every con- 
dition; I deſpiſe greatneſs, when attended with 
uneaſineſs; and I could be happier with the 
beautiful cook, than with all the kings of the 
eaſt.Vou are too deep in love, Namouna, 
replied Ilſetilſone.— One ef us, ſaid the old go- 
verneſs, muſt make the other merry, otherwiſe 
this palace, would become a ſcene. of ſorrow. 
Take care of yourſelf, and don't walk a living 
mummy in Bagdad. 
The chearfulneſs of the governeſs divented: 
the 3 and quieted her impatience. Si- 
4. mouſtapha, 
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mouſtapha, on the other hand, amuſed himſelf 
in preparing ſomething new, in order the more 
agreeably to ſurpriſe his miſtreſs. - The ſervices. 
on gold and precious vaſes were to ſucceed. 
thoſe of filver and china; the houſe was filled 
with perfumes; every thing in it announced e- 
legance and neatneſs; all the ſlaves were in mo- 
tion; and ſtill more would have been done, 
ſhould it not have excited too great a curioſity. 
At laſt the two days were finiſhed; the hour 
arrived. Ilſetilſone proceeded from the bath, 
in all her charms; and added to their luſtre 
that of the moſt ſplendid and | moſt: exqui- 
te dreſs. Thus adorned, ſhe deſcended into 
the {ſtreets of Bag S by all her 
ſlaves. a 
As the ee . lover, e 
went into all that ſne met with. Her retinue, 
diſperſed among the different warehouſes, were 
eager to view and to examine every thing; and, 
when ſhe imagined that their attention was ſuf- 
ficiently engaged, ſhe immediately, along with 
Namouna, entered Simouſtapha's e where x 
nobody was left but the mute. | "> 
Early in the morning, the cook had vere” 
his people, that it would be prudent for them, 
before the caliph's daughter ſhould traverſe the 
_ ſtreets of Bagdad, to go and dine on the other 
nde of the Jalla and the Vpbaza, and take with 
* | them 
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them whatever ſnould be neceſſary. This or- 
der, accompanied with a few pieces of gold, 
was very agreeable to them. 

Ilſetilſone paſſed from the ſhop into the gar- 
den; the mute made a ſign; and, in a moment, 
the two lovers were in each others arms. 
Whilſt fruits and different ſorts of proviſions 
are ſerved up, her curioſity determines her to 
examine the different beauties of the garden, 
and the order of the houſe, to which taſte and 
elegance appeared to have contributed more 
than riches. But, when the princeſs was in the 
inner part of it, every thing ſhe ſaw occaſioned 
a new ſurpriſe; every thing there ne the 
moſt uncommon luxury. 

„ You are about, my princeſs,” gad Siaou- 
ſtapha to her, © to enter a room which nobody 
hath ſeen before, and where I never ſet my 
Foot. It was deſigned but for one perſon, and 
I durſt never flatter myſelf that ſhe would ever 
embelliſh it with her preſence. _ 

- Theſe words excited in Niſetilfone an extra- 
cath emotion. She was quite ſurpriſed to 
find ſo much riches in a cook's houſe. She 
now went to. ſee an apartment ſtill more ſuperb, 
prepared for only one perſon ; and every ng | 
told her, that ſhe was the one. 

The door of the apartment opened; IN 


Tous which immediately appeared, was more 
1. richly 
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fit for the reception Wy; 3 Rm 
They now paſs into another magnificent room 
embelliſhed with ſofas and cuſhions of brocads. 
The princeſs could not help expreſſing the great- 
eſt aſtoniſhment. Namouna opened her eyes. 
Every thing ſhe ſees is the object of her ſurpriſe, 
and the cauſe of her ſilence. She durſt touch 
nothing; but ſtood _— amid ſo much 
riches. | 

“For whom,” ſaid Ss princeſs, « 2 this a- 
partment deligned?” For no other,” replied 
the amorous youth, “but the moſt beautiful 
and charming of princefſes.” Ah!“ exclaim- 
ed the, „Heaven and Mahomet grant that ſhe 
may enjoy it?” In ſaying that, ſhe fell into a 
{ſwoon but, being carried upon cuſhions, ſhe 
ſoon: recovered. “Who has placed me here ?” 
ſaid ſhe; it is myſelf. — It is he,” replied Na- 
mouna z * every thing here has been deſigned 
for you; command like a ſultaneſs. 4 Will 
you then ſtay here with me, Simouſtapha ?” re- 
plied the princeſs.—4t He who has devoted his 
Whole life to you cannot rob you of one mo- 
ment of it.“ | 
What finely turned compliments! ſaid Na 
mouna, ſtepping haſtily out of the room :—The 
_ eunuch and I go to lay the cloth. | 

Our lovers were alone; paſſion cated 
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them ; but duty conſtrained them; the moſt 
delicate ſpeeches, were mingled with the ten- 
dereſt careſſes, and promiſes of mutual affec- 
tion. The deſire of binding the knot of their 
eternal felicity ; the idea of difficulties which 
ſeemed to exclude all hope; tears extorted by 
fear, and {ſweetened by psf was the 
picture they exhibited. __ 

« My dear Simouſtapha!” ſaid the . 
Ilſetilſone, “you appear to poſſeſs many trea- 
ſures; and you ſeem fitted to enjoy them in the 
nobleſt manner; who then has obliged you to 
deſcend to the condition you now hold?“ 
„ Oh! my princeſs, I have been reduced to it 
by an irreſiſtible power. I have devoted my 
life to him: I have ſworn in your preſence the 
moſt ſcrupulous and blind obedience; let us not 
now think upon the paſt; let us conſider the 
future. I cannot live but in the hope of poſ- 
ſeſſing you.”—& And I, my dear Simouſtapha, 
in the aſſurance of geeint you 3-—huts ſhall we 
accompliſh it ? 

2 « That does not belong ty you, 3 
princeſs,” replied Simouſtapha. fAſſured of 
your heart, it is my part to preſerve its peace 
with the poſſeſſion of it; and I will triumph 
over every oppoſition 3 and death alone ſhall 
diſunite us. "EEE 

Vor. II. | D ; At 


| 
| 
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3B. 
At the ſame inſtant the key was heard turn- 


ing; it was Namouna; ſhe-entered rejoicing. 


Let us go, my'dears,” faid ſhe, “ dinner is 

on the table; the hours paſs eme ; we ſhould 

—_ thoſe few well that remain.” | 
In ſaying that ſhe caſt a glance upon the 


two lovers; Simouſtapha, ſeated by his miſtreſs, 


was kiſſing her hand, and bathing it in his 
tears. | 
Won't you come, ſaid ſhe, from ſpending 


your time in crying? You are incorrigible, I 


ſde it well. Come, good Celadon ! You have 


| drowned your reaſon in tears, you will find it 


again in the entertainment which is pon 


R Tor you. 


'The lovers went under the canopy : expreſ- 
fion of ſentiment was painted in their eyes, and 
their lips were the interpreters of it; their 
looks were mingled with careſſes; anticipating 
cares; delicate attentions ;—all bore the cha- 
racter of the tendereſt love, and the frongelt 
paſſion. 

“ Very well!“ ſaid Nambuna z « extaly nd 
admiration have ſucceeded to tears. Let us go.— 
Some ſighs ſtill! Let one but contemplate your 
charms, and, when he thinks he has lad all, 
there will remain much to ſay.” I 
: - "0 beautiful AO ſmiled at FR gover- 
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neſs; and the lovers riſe to ſeek à place of ſo- 
litude in the artificial retreats of the garden. 
„ Dear Simouſtapha,” ſaid ſhe, “ the hour 
of our parting is at hand; I am your's for life ; 
aſſure me by a freſh oath that you will always 
be mine,” 

« I ſwear,” ſaid Simouſtapha, « by "Re 
and the Divine Prophet! Accept that ring, 
which is the ſeal of my promiſe! That diamond 
ſhall ſooner melt than my heart e 
object of its affection.“ | 
Ihe luſtre and . of the * exci- 
ted 'afreſh the admiration and curioſity of the 
princeſs : „ You will not leave me,” ſaid ſhe to 
her lover, 4 till you have ſatisfied me with re- 
gard to-your fortune ? Mine, for the future, is 
connected with it. Your riches aſtoniſh me 
more and more. The nobleneſs of your car. 
riage, the genius, the graces, the talents, the 
effects of a ſuperior education, all ſtrixe me 
with ſurpriſe, and diſcover a particular exertion 
of providence in your favour. —Young ſtill, and 
ſurrounded with ſlaves in the very midſt of diſ- 
ſipation, under what ſhield pray do you walk? 
and by what fantaſtic caprice are you reduced 
to perſonate a character ſo unſuitable to your 
condition? Diſpel my doubts, if poſſible, and 
crown my felicity OY declaration which ; 
require of you- b 4 1 
kt D 2 « I 
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- «© am alone, it is true,” replied Simouſta- 


pha; © no perſon here takes care of me; but I 


once had a maſter who inſtructed me in all the 


arts and ſciences; F learned under him both to 


underſtand and to think: That reſpectable phi- 
loſopher inſpired me with the principles of thoſe 
yirtues which now adorn me. 

Let not your tenderneſs be alarmed with 
regard to my reſources or my conduct. I am 2 


{ſtranger in Bagdad; 1 have, however, rela- 


tions; but do not aſk me the cauſe of my lea- 
ving them, nor the diſcovery of my real con- 
dition: My ſecrets ſhall ſoon be declared to 
you; I ſhall have nothing to conceal from her 
whom I regard more than my life, and to 
whom a ſacred tie ſhall ſoon unite me forever.” 
— Ah! when ſhalt that happy day come?” 
ſaid the princeſs with a. tender uneaſineſs.— 


« The means are in my power,” replied Si- 


mouſtapha; © the uſe of them requires great 


prudence z. the conſequences may be danger- 

ous.” - Ah! my dear Simouſtapha, to me let 
all the danger belong.” As ſhe pronounced 
theſe words, in came Namouna, who was ſcek- 


ing her. © Let us go, Madam, faid ſhe to her, 


« it is time to join your company again. 


Here is a private gate, of which the mute has 
given me the key; let us go out by it, and, on | 
making a circuit, we ſhall appear to be coming 


from 


1 a 4 
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from ſuch a diſtance, that it will be impoſſible 
to gueſs where we have ſpent our time.“ The 
lovers were obliged to comply. | 

+ The princeſs ſoon joined ſome of her com- 
pany... What are you doing here?“ ſaid Na- 
mouna angrily. «Separated from thoſe who 
ought to take care of you, what if any miſchief 
had befallen you!“ ! You are right,” ſaid Ilſe- 
tilſone, “ to be afraid leſt youth ſhould expoſe 
itſelf.” The young flaves crowd around their 
miſtreſs, and the princeſs approached the body 
of her train, while none of them durſt ſepa- 
rate themſelves from her. 

| Haroun and Zobeida waited with impatience 


the return of their dear daughter. As ſoon as 


the caliph was appriſed of her coming to the 


palace, he repaired to the apartment of the 


princeſs, to wait for her there, and to enjoy in 


perſon the der he had prepared for 


her. 
+ She at W e Fer the caliph could: 


not expreſs his ſatisfaction on account of the 


ehange which he had occafioned. He embra- 
ced his daughter with tranſport: Every thing 
concurred to increaſe his ſatisfaction; Ilſetil- 

| fone ſupported by love and hope, aſſumed new 
exiſtence; and that happy father charged him- 


felf with er ſo TO . 
Zobeida. | 
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I did not expect, ſaid the princeſs to Namous 


na, fo much attention from the caliph z his ten- 


derneſs affefts mehl if be hw the objeft 
of my paſſion !—Away with your lamentation, 
if you pleaſe, ſaid the old lady; live for the 


gallant Simouſtapha, and let me alone: — Think 


SO Na IV ede ble; en ee 26 
your's; but let neither of you weep. | 
I ſhall do what you would have me FI 
ſaid Ilſetilſone, * if I have hope only to receive 
my lover, and if you ſpeak of him to mie for- 


ever: Theſe fweet tears, whoſe value you are 


ſo little acquainted with, will dry up when 1 
ſhall be affured of his conſtancy. Ah "_ 
were unfaithful I would ceaſe to live. 


Too ingenious in finding out means of tor- 


menting herſelf, the princeſs knew not the heart 


of her lover. Simouſtapha was no ſooner alone, 
than he ſought for means of ſecuring the ob- 
ject of his affections. He flew to his cabinet. 


He there perceived the ineſtimable gift of the 
tage, to whoſe inſtructions he owed his-educa- 


tion books of ſcience, recipes for uſeful com- 
poſitions ; and, among other things, a myſte- 
rious box, compoſed of a fingle precious ſtone. 


That box was not to be opened, but on the 
moſt important occaſion, and when it ſhould 
de impoſſible for him otherwiſe to obtain ſuc- 

deſs in a matter that concerned his happinels. 


E | ban. 
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Simouſtapha took the box, which was cover- 
ed with paper, e eee 
inſtructions of his wiſe preceptor. 
My dear child, never miſtake with re- 
gard to the choice of the object which is to 
form your happineſs; examine it in all its eir- 
cumſtances; diſtruſt appearances by all means. 
If you ſhall ever happen to enter into ſuch en- 
gagements as will involve you in misfortune. 
to get free from them, and if otherwiſe your con- 
{cience do not reproach you with reſpect to the 
means which you ſhall employ in order to ob- 
tain the object of your conſolation, then apply 
to my box; put it on your table, bow before it 
reſpectfully, and fay to it,, My dear box | 
my only hope, grant me your protection, in the 
name of the friend who gave you to me, and 
aſſiſt me in my diſtreſs.— I conjure you in the 
name of your miſtreſs.” 

« The box will open. Sees e 
firmneſs, that you may not ſhrink at the fight 
of the frightful object which will appear before 
. youz and, whatever it be, command it. You will 
learn from it what it can do in your favour ; 
but, my dear child ! that ſtep is not without dæn- 
ger; the lighteſt indiſcretion may draw upon 
you the . greateſt misfortunes. Terrible trials 
- enſue; and, if you ſink under them, the b 
and my friendſhip will prove fatal to you.” 

- « O, 
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„ O; my dear Benelab!” ſaid Simouſtapha, 
after having read that writing attentively, “ your 
pupil feels all the value of the kindneſs you in- 
dulged him with, in leaving him this precious 
treaſure, and the ſage inſtructions. When the 
fire of love had "inflamed my foul, and when, 
at the hazard of my life, Iwiſhed to ſurmounteve- 
ry obſtacle, you came tomyrelief,—O, my worthy- 
maſter! Lowe to youthe happineſs of my life: You 
Have recovered me the object of my flame; and, 
without your generous cares, inacceſſible walls 
would have ſeparated me from her ;—ftill I 
would have tranſgreſſed the law of the prophet 
in leaping over them, and would have loſt the 
object of my love, without the hope pe ever u- 
niting our hearts. | MALO Rl 
_  Hitherto, my dear Benelab ! your ſpirit has 
watched oyer my conduct, your counſels have 
been my law z—aſſiſt your friend, and favour 
me in a dangerous attempt, which I am now a- 
bout to:make. I am to be expoſed to dreadfut 
trials; but O, my ſage friend! he who, ena- 
moured of the moſt beautiful of Nature's works, 
was able to command himſelf, and to reſpect 

while he loved, is worthy of ſome confidence: 
His wiſdom and his ſucceſs were your work, 
and you will gloriouſly finiſh what you have be- 


* Ts 
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form. 
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| Kfter this invocation, Simouſtapha roſe full of 

courage ; he took up the box, tore off the lit- 
dle ſeal, and articulated forcibly all the words of 
the charm, of which he had the form. 

- All on a ſudden, the flame of lamps twinkled 
forth, and ſparkled. A noiſe like diftant and 
majeſtic peals of thunder, the harbingers of 
ſtorms, was now heard. The box opened of 
its own accord. Nothing appeared to come 
out of it. However, a black vapour roſe in the 
cabinet, and filled, by degrees, the ſpace between 
the floor and the ceiling. 

At length, che vapour was difſipated: Aſhape- 
leſ maſs grew up, and the eye was terrified at 
the fight of an object ſo hideous and frightful. 
As the phantom was unfolding itſelf, the cou- 
rageous Simouſtapha familiariſes himſelf with 
it. „ Who are you? who ſent you hither ?” 
Sem 


My miſtreſs,” e 40058 
« T muſt obey the commands of Benalab, and 
the man whom ſhe protects. 
Who is your miſtreſs?” replied Bimeuſts- 
ſtapha. « I charge you tell me her name. 
4% ee eee eee eR 
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6 — 
| ba 


6 ARABIAN TALES. 


ambigious of treading in the ſteps of his miſter, 
and of meriting, by his conduct, the high pro- 
tection with which he has honoured him; and 
deſires to know the name of the power which 
interpoſes in his favour, that he may render it 
the homage which is due.” The genius diſap- 
peared, and returned like a flaſh of lightemng. 
Tour demand was graciouſly accepted, ſaid 
he; „ you are the only pupil of Benalab, and he 
regards you as another ſelf. My miſtreſs is the 
queen of the genii; ſhe is named Setelpedour'- 
ginatille, which ſignifies the .Star of the Seven 
Seas. She ſent me hither, with neceſſary pow- 
er, in order to execute all your commands, As 
my form may appear forbidding to you, I have 
orders from her, who has me in her power, to 
aſſume that ſhape which fhall pleaſe you moſt.” 
. Aſſume,” ſaid Simouſtapha, © the ſhape of 
Jemal, the firſt ſlave who was engaged in my 
ſervice, and whom I have had the misfortune 
0 loſe. Iwill obey you NN Se 


genius, 


6 Faden of the ke 


binet, and diffolved again into vapours, and 
formed a cloud, from which a young man, of 
an agreeable figure, was ſeen to iſſue. * What 
with you now?“ ſaid the newly transformed fi- 
gure. I wiſh you were more devoted to me 
2 ever * was.“ AMhenever you have o- 
1 i e N caſion 
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caſion for my ſervice, you have only to touch 
the box, and call me; I wait your commands.“ 
„I love the charming Ilfetilſone, the calif's 
daughter. She returns my affection ; but, can 
I be united to her without the conſent of our 
relations, and under the ſovereign auſpices of 
the queen of the genii? Go, Jemal, and re- 
member my happineſs depends upon the an- 
ſwer you bring: He ſaid, and the genius dif- 
appeared. 
Simouſtapha then recalled to his memory the 
ſage leſſons he had received from his inſtructor. 
6 In the ſituation in which your love is at pre- 
ſent,” ſaid Benalab to him, “ the aſſiſtance of 
the genii may perhaps be neceſſary, but do not 
neglect, however, to contribute yourſelf too to 
your own happineſs; ſuperlative aid will be un- 
availing, if you neglect to co- operate with it by 
all the means which you can employ. I left 


you riches, which will more than ſupply your 


neceſſities. Simouſtapha poſſeſſed in reality the 
moſt precious productions of Arabia; but there 
were wanting women er the princeſs, and 
the means of finding in Bagdad ſuch as had no 
eyes, tongue, nor ears; who could obey in the 


twinkling < of an eye, who could be always active 
in the night, and inviſible during the day; 
without the myſterious aid of the box, the at- 


tention of Jemal, or the protection of the dairy. 
In 
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In this. — Jemal arrived, md 
gave an account of his miftion. 
Our ſovereign, ſaid he, recognizes in your 


conduct the effect of the ſalutary principles of 


the wiſe Benalab; ſhe has conſidered your plan, 
and you will have it in your power to marry the 
princeſs. Ilſetilſone to-morrow evening, by call- 
ing the ſtars to witneſs. your union. I have or- 
ders to repair to the palace of the caliph at the 
cloſe of the day, to lull the watch aſleep, to 
carry off the mince, and to convey her * 
ther. 

Firſt of all, ſaid Simouſtapha, as. your- 
ſelf to my ſlaves under the name of Jemal, 
whoſe loſs. they have often heard me regret: 
You will take along with you four of the young- 
eſt, the only ſlaves who recollect Jemal ; They 
will careſs you much, and receive you kindly. 
You will find too upon the table a. ſtate of 
What you have to do in order to furniſh, the 
large room. You will find the key of the 


cupboard, where I put the contents, which 


L give you the charge of. My four little ſlaves 


hall perform your orders; but, in order to ful- 


fil mine, will you be able to provide me with 
females proper for the ſervice of the princeſs? 
Do you want a hundred?” replied the genii, 


| * of the maſk deal who. amen the 
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. throne of Sctelpedour'ginatille ? Your . 
{hall be their laws.“ 


« I am aſhamed of his goodneſs,” ſaid Si- 


mouſtapha; 4 ſix are ſufficient.” Lou thal 
have them, ſaid the genius. 


The new. Jemal is recogniſed by the ſlaves of 


the houſe: 'The four youngeſt load him with 
carefles: They are of opinion that this favou- 
rite domeſtic ſhould be reftored to his former 
privileges, and that he ſhould forthwith be in- 
truſted with the orders of his maſter. He in- 
formed them, that Simouſtapha would ſoon 
occupy the great room; and that he, and his 
four kale Haves, wens about; en make every 
preparation for that purpoſe. _. 

Next morning Simouſtapha got up before 
final, ſet to work: All the diſhes he was to 
furniſh for this feſtival were to be prepared 
with his own hand. He is the more difficult 


to pleaſe with reſpect to the taſte, in order to 
gain the good graces of the n e 


was to flatter. 


. Notwithſtanding this, the hours roll on; che 
3 © ohant.hec waa] its courſe. Simouſta- 


pha entered the bath. In a little, he ſets off 


the graces of his perſon, by the luſtre of a 
ſplendid dreſs. Art and nature. conſpired te 
N of their work; de- 
AY fire 


* 


* 
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fire and love animate their looks : Every thing 


contributes to the happineſs of b s moſt affec- 
tionate miſtreſs. - , 

Already had the evening hates fallen upon 
Bagdad, when Simouſtapha cauſed his room 
be illuminated, and a magnificent entertainment 
de ſerved up, which prepoſſeſſed both the ſight 


and ſmell in its favour. The four ſlaves re- 


tired to execute the orders of Jemal: he him- 
ſelf appeared to follow them; but the genius, 


having other things to do, flew to the ANN 


of Haroun. 

Iſetilſone ſiept in, ht Sane. 
thing of Simouſtapha. Namouna had loſt 
her temper, and begun to. ſcold : The ſlaves 


and eunuchs had propoſed to themſelves a joy- 


ful night; but all on a ſudden they became 
quite languid; the word dies away upon their 

lips; their feet ſtagger, and become unable to 
ſupport them; the eaſy-chairs craſh' with the 
weight of their bodies: The eunuchs upon 


watch feel the ſame drowſineſs; and the in- 


chantment of the fairy diffuſes a ſo ous . 
charm throughout the whole palace. N 

When all were aſleep, the ſervant of Setel- 
pedour, according to the orders of Simouſta- 


pha, lifted the princeſs, and carried her, with- 


out the leaſt noiſe, into the room that had been 


- 1 5 
| e 
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The glimmering of the lamps, upon which 
an extraordinary wind blew violently, announ- 
ced the arrival of the genius; the princeſs is pla- 
ced upon the nuptial bed; and Jemal appear- 
ing, ſaid to Simouſtapha, Maſter, are your 
orders executed? Do you want nothing more 
with your ſlave? —<© Where are the females who 
are to ſerve the princeſs ??—« Every thing is rea- 
dy, anfwered the genius; and, if your highneſs 
will condeſcend to paſs. into the neighbouring 
room, they will ſoon appear.” Simouſtapha im- 
mediately complied. In an inſtant, a ball of 
fire darts forth its ſhining rays; the eye is 
dazzled with it; in a little the luſtre diminiſli- 
es, and leaves in its room ſix young people, e- 
qually diſtmguiſhed by their beauty and dreſs. 
In their hands they carried à muſical in- 
ſtrument. Hardly could they - diſtinguiſh - 
theſe raviſhing objects, till the whole viſion 
bowed down before Simouſtapha. He ordered 
Jemal to employ theſe new ſlaves in making 
the neceſſary preparations; entered into the 
TO ee eee eee and ſhut 
the door upon her.. 

He approached the object of his whole de- 
fire; Oh, how worthy ſhe appeared of the 
ſacrifices he had made to obtain her! 
The prince was ſo inflamed with love, that- 
he wiſhed to awake the object of it; but 

n the 


EF 
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the tranquillity and happineſs which ap- 
peared in her face hindered him from inter- 
rupting her ſweet repoſe. Alas! faid Simou- 
ſtapha, I ſhall never perhaps have it in my 
power to make her ſo happy as ſhe may be 
in this dream; yet he could not reſiſt the 
impulſe of the moment; he riſked a kiſs upon 
Her roſy lips: the magic of love deſtroyed the 
charm of the genius, e ee hor | 
beautiful eyes. 

« Ha! what a tranſpwting dream,” cried 

_ ſhe—* It is not a dream,” ſaid the amorous 
 Simouſtapha, «.you are at the houſe of him 
_ who ſhall be your hund in a little. 

« My huſband 1* Teplied Iſetilſone, ſurpri- 
ſed at the enchantment, mne 
nary favour ?” 

« Be not ſurpriſed, Queen of my foul! A 
and of which I know but little, hath this day 
re- united us, and it ſhall be for life. But, be- 
fore you enter into theſe folemn vows, learn 
the fate of Simouſtapha, and view-the heir of 
the great Hilmar, ſovereign of the Indies.” 

At theſe words Simouſtapha took off his tur- 
ban, and ſhowed a ribband fet with pearls and 
precious ſtones, ſurpaſſed. by a diamond whoſe 


luſtre” dazzled the eyes: And upon the dia- 
9 hg: | mond 
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mond were engraven theſe words, Given by the 
caliph Haroun-Alraſchid to his dear Simoigſtapha, 
fon of his brother Hilmar, great hing of the Indies. 
What a diſcovery for the affectionate Ilſetil- 
ſone } If her paſſion could be increaſed, ſhe 
would become proud of her choice. Glory and 
ambition conſummated a happineſs, which Kan. 
ed at firſt to depend only upon love. ; 
Simouſtapha, on the other, hand, 1 
the pleaſure of having it in his- power to re- 
move an ęrror which his e ſeemed to 
confirm. 

« But why,” ſaid he __ « did you fub- | 
mit to your preſent profeſſion ?? _ T 
To tell you plainly, it was love, faid the 
prince. Now, added he, it only remains to take 
the celeſtial beings to witneſs our union, wait- 
ing, however, till our parents confirm it by 
their conſent. May you, Mahomet, may the 
Conſtellations, and may the Star of the Seven 
Seas, (putting his arms acroſs her breaſt), be 
the guardians of our oaths! May your divine 
influence depart from us, if we ever break the 


ſacred engagẽ ments we have this day come un- 


der! On a ſudden the heavens anſwered the 

invocation by the voice of thunder; an invi- 
ſible arm diffuſed obſcurity; the ſtars withdrew 
their luſtre, and our lovers were alone. 
- E 3 | Silence. 
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Silence and obſcurity had reigned for 2 con- 
fiderable while, when at length IIſetilſone, cu- 
rious to know ſtill more of the ſtory of her lo- 
ver, aſked him, what motives had induced him 
to conceal his illuſtrious birth? For, as their 
parents were allied, both by friendſhip and po- - 
litical intereſt, theſe circumſtances taken toge- 
ther, ne RE advan- 
— | 

There is not, ſaid gimouſtspha, ſo gen a 
diſparity of rank between us as you imagine: 
| Perhaps the caliph, among all the ſovereign 
princes to whom he hath refuſed your hand, 
has not numbered one with whom an alliance 
would have been as fuitable, in every reſpect, 
as with our family, and as well prepared by 
the bands of an ancient and ſteady friendſhip. 
- Our family was born in the errors of idola- 
try; but thanks to the zealous attentions of 
Haroun, the viceroy of God, and the right 
arm of his great prophet upon earth, we have 
been brought to the knowledge of the truth, 
Og nd e e eee 
coran. 

This fage ee of the faithful hath 
| hated over us like an (indulgent fa- 
ther. My father and my mother were al- 
ways mentioning his kind attentions to us, 
and cheir attachment to hin, — He has 2 
molt 
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moſt beautiful princeſs, ſaid they; ah! if he 
would grant us for our daughter-in-law the 
charming Ilſetilſone z but other monarchs have 
fought her in vain. He loves her too dearly, 
and he will never conſent to dies: forging Say 

532335 Kͤ«4„4%ö . 
on my ſoul; my whole thoughts centered 
upon you: My father had brought to court a 
Perſian philoſopher named Benalab, who was 
to have the charge of my education, and to 
inſtil into my heart the principles of virtue. At 
the ſame time, he was to adorn my mind witn 
that uncommon Cs tas e cue 


endowed. 


e 
of diſcoveries relating to/thoſe important ftudies 
in which he was engaged. He uſed to go in 
fearch of plants upon the mountains ef  Arme- 
nia. My parents always celebrated your charms 
and talents ; and expreſſed their regret at the 
impoſſibility which they foreſaw in forming ſo 
proper an alliance. In the meantime, they 
thought of ſeeking another for me. I retired 
to my apartment mightily perplexed z but ſcarce- 
ly had I gone to bed, when, in the middle of a 
profound ſleep, you appeared to me in a dream; 
and you had the very fame appearance then 
as the firſt time I faw you; F awoke, but 
7 2 


| 
| 
| 
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a danse voice . your name 9 
8 * my dear Uſetilſone, bn the * 
tion in which I was placed, the impreſſion that 
your image made upon me. Not daring to con- 
feſs my paſſion, I gave myſelf entirely up to it. 


It ſoon waſted me; medicine was adminiſtered 


to me in vain; and I was about aac 
tim to my diſeaſe. 
« Benalab . 


examined me, and, after having conſidered 


the nature of my complaint, approached me.— . 
« Dear prince,” whiſpered he in my ear, « I 
know r diſorder Perſecuy 2 is the 
cauſe of it.” 

At theſe words, a fudden bluſh . my 


— « Be of good chear,” ſaid my tutor to 


„your diſeaſe is not deſperate; take cou- 
== you are made for one another. Allow me 
to direct you; Iſhall put you upon a method of 


ſeeing her, and obtaining her, hand.” 


« Hope having re- animated my vigour, I af 
ſumed, as it were, a new life. - Benalab pro- 
poſed a fea. voyage, as neceſſary for my recove- 
ry, and cauſed equip a veſſel, of which he 
himſelf was to be pilot. In order to comfort 
my parents on this occaſion, Benalab ſhowing 
them a roſe-buſh, almoſt entirely dried up, took 
a ſhovel; collected ſand and earth; mixed them; 


put 
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put them to the root of the buſh, and poured 


upon the earth fome drops of a certain elixir 
which he had in his pocket. This plant will ſpring 
up,” ſaid he to them: The more it ſhall be loaded 
with leaves and flowers, the more ought ye 
to believe in the recovery of your ſon. The 
angel of death would ſtrike him here. Elſe- 
where he ſhall live. Confide in Benalab.” * 
The roſe- buſh recovered its verdure. Be- 
nalab having become my governour, might take 
from my father's treaſures whatever he judged 
neceſſary for me; to this he joined his parti- 
cular treaſure, ſome parts of which you have al- 
ready admired. We embarked; landed on the 


coaſts of the caliph your father, „ 


reſide for ſome time at Baſſora. 

„ Benalab, the moment we landed, ſent all 
our Indian flaves back with the veſſel which 
had brought us over. We ſettled at Baſſora, 


and deliberated how I might live at Bagdad 
without being known, and what profeſſion I 


ſhould follow, in order that 1 might ſee you 
and become acquainted with you, concealing 
my rank and condition. That of a cook ap- 


_ peared the moſt proper to Benalab. By pur- 


chaſing very expert cooks at Baſſora, he was ſure, 
by means of his elixirs, of giving ſuch a reliſh 
to whatever we prepared, as that we might pro- 
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miſe ourſelves a fale, and a preference corre- : 


| ſponding to our wiſhes.” 


Let us now do juſtice to the ſchemes of the 
wiſe Benalab. A cook ſoon made preater noiſe 
in Bagdad and at court than any other perſon- 


age, how illuſtrious ſoever. I ſaw our reputa- 


tion increaſe every day; and, after having work- 
ed for the principal people of the ſtate, I flatter- | 
ed myſelf that I ſhould be employed by Haroun 
and you, when I had the ng to loſe ny 
wiſe governour. 

Hope would have fled with him, had not 
Namouna, who thought that I did not know 
her, come herſelf, and been the happy mean of 
bringing us together. 

During this whole converſation of Simouſta- 
Pha, Ilſetilſone, ſcarcely able to breathe, had not 
power to interrupt him. « At laſt,” ſaid ſhe, our 


c union is nothing but the work of love, and the 


decree of the holy prophet ! Ahl how ſweet it is 
to be ſubject to the laws of the ſame deſtiny! But, 
explain to me how, ſince I fell aſleep in my fa- 
ther's palace, I find myſelf here in your arms ? 


How lively ſoever the ſenſations are which F- 


feel, I conſider them only as the effect of a vi- 
Gon. This appears to me ſoextraordinary.— Then 
Simouſtapha explained to the princeſs the uſe he 
made of the box of Benalab, and expatiated upon 
the aid which he expected from it afterwards. 
Night 
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Night had finiſhed the half of her career, 
when, upon a ſignal agreed to between the In- 
dian prince and the genius, the latter lighted all 
the lamps in the twinkling of an eye. At the 
ſame time, the door which led to the parlour 
opened, and a concert, formed by the union of 
the moſt agreeable voices, was heard. 

What new prodigy is this ! ſaid the BETA 
it is your ſlaves celebrating my happineſs, ſaid 
Simouſtapha. Could my ſlaves be here?—Could 
they know any thing ?—Thoſe who are here 
are not known to you, and could not betray you. 

| Ilſetilfone roſe, and found under her hand a 

ſplendid dreſs. Simouſtapha conducted her into 

the parlour, where a rü collation was pre- 
pared. 

The ſix ** aroftratd themſelves before the 
princeſs, and were eager to ſerve her. She had 
loſt her appetite ſince her laſt walk in Bagdad; 
but, as every thing was prepared by the hands 
of her lover, ſhe was not averſe to honour the 
feaſt Muſic and dancing embelliſhed this feſ- 
tival, and the ſlaves exerted themſelves in charm- 

ing the lieſure moments of this happy pair. 
The princeſs had need of repoſe, . Simouſtapha 
conducted her back into the apartment ſhe had 

left. The door ſhut, and the lamps were extin- 
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They were both {till aſleep, when the genius, 
warned of the return of the morning by the 
erowing of the cock, lifted up the princeſs, and 
tranſported her to the palace of the caliph. - 
After he reſtored her to her former condi- 
tion, he removed the charm which held every 
body aſleep; each of them ſhifted a little, and 
ended their ſlumbers in a more convenient poſ- 
ture. | 
Already had the ſun finiſhed a part of his 
courſe; and Ilſetilſone was {till in her ſlumbers. 
Thrice had the old governeſs drawn the cur- 
tains. I dare not interrupt her repoſe, ſaid ſhe, 
with a low voice; ſleep, my beautiful angel! 
At length, the two ſtars which regulated the 
life of the Indian princes ſhone forth with all 
their luſtre. Namouna-approached them; « How 
beautiful you are, my charming princeſsl have 


you „ eee buen 


Deaf than Aurora ?” 

It is becauſe I have had e 
dream. Have you ſeen Simouſtapha ?”— 
„Tes, Namouna, I have ſeen him, and much 
to my joy.” —« Was he as grave as uſual?” — 


| yer enen ae 22 . 


eee Iam going e Pre diſh 


The | 


* eee 1 
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The old lady ran to the cook. I am not 


ſo happy,” ſaid ſhe to herſelf, “ as to have 


ſuch a dream; tis a fine thing to be young |— 


- « your princeſs has ſlept the whole night; ſhe 
has thought on you; ſhe has recovered her ap- 
petite; give me ſomething for her.” 
Simouſtapha ſaw that Namouna knew no- 
thing of what had happened. Take theſe 
diſhes, good Namouna; tell your charming 
miſtreſs that ſhe has no need to eat much this 
morning, ſhe will ſup the better for it at 
night.“ 


The old lady wiſhed to enter into FAO 


tion with him; but Simouſtapha politely excu- 
ſed himſelf, and diſmiſſed her. | 

Matters were in this ſituation, when a cloud 
tranſlated Jemal into the azure plain, where he 


was to give an account of what had been done 


the night before. 


As ſoon as Ss Jake: far ie, 


Cai -Kauflak | faid ſhe to him, haſt thou 


executed my orders in favour of enen; 


of my beloved Benala;?ꝰ 

Great queen! n hebe done 

what I could. _ © 

Do you remember,” ae he fairy, 

hy you were ſhut up in the box, the fright- 

ful figure with which you were inveſted, and 
Vor. II. Es where» 
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wherefore you were ſo juſtly chaſtiſed? Act 
faithfully henceforward, and ſpeak the truth. 
Are the young princes married ? What think 
you of their union?“ 

„ The marriage is over. Nothing equals 


the virtues and the beauty of this happy couple; 


and it would be impoſſible to find their match 
in the whole. empire of Ginniſtan: You ſee 
how I admire them. 

If IIſetilſone eclipſes all the nin of 1 
in brightneſs, Simouſtapha may be compared 
to the ſun; hut what particularly diſtinguiſhes 
them, are the qualities of their heart and un- 
derſtanding, n Nep. in a * emi- 
nent degree. : 

« Thou knoweſt him well, "Kaufſack,” re- 

plied the queen, « admire him, that thou mayeſt 


at length learn to love him. I recommend that, 


couple to thee, ſerve them faithfully. I want 
to ſee them this night; thou muſt bring them 
to me as ſoon as they ſhall be aſleep; and, af- 
ter I ſhall have proved thy conduct, I will per- 
mit thee to appear for the future under the 

form'and name of Jemal, which thou haſt re- 
ceived from: the pupil of Benalab. ?“ | 
The genius went away ſatisfied. Setelpedour 
was confounded : Ah ! what, faid the, are in- 
nocence and love unknown in my dominions ? 
and are we Maa : 
1 
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I could not believe it How I deſire to ſee 
this mortal, ſo beautiful, ſo virtuous, and ſo 
ſenſible How happy is IIſetilſone in _ 
captivated a ſoul like his!“ | 

Thus ſpoke the queen of the genii : She bad 
till now kept her liberty; the very thought of 
a mortal endangered it. She was going, how- 
ever, to run the riſk,, when Jemal was to have 
executed the laſt orders he had received. 

Ilſetilſone had learned from Namouna that 
ſhe was to have an interview with her lover 
that night. Night approached; more defired 
than the beautiful day; the charming princeſs 
ſought repoſe, in order to enjoy a hope which 
ſhe had no fear of being diſappointed of. Soon 
the ſoporiferous vapour ſpread around her. She 
perceived its ſymptorns, and defired its effect; 
the palace is thrown into a deep fleep. afreſh. 
Jemal had appeared, and had already carried 
off the princeſs to her ſpouſe, where * 
was ready for her reception. 

The diſhes were prepared, the concert was 
begun, the apartment was moſt magnificently 
embelliſhed. Bat what can luxury and their 
efforts add to the pleaſures that ſpring from 
mutual love? If they were to die of love, with- 
out hope of ever being united, they might live 
at PANE — ſo much ado. ; 


oth.” * 
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— * The hour of repoſe came. - Simouſtapha tens 


derly invited the princefs to give herſelf up to 
him; and the young ſlaves put every * 
order for that purpoſe. 

A great many believed that all the nights of 
the pair, whom love alone united, were to be 
alike. What followed, mn red the 


contrary. 


Hardly were Simotiſiapha 2 the 00 


upon their cuſhions, when the genius threw 


them into à profound ſleep, and tranſported 


| er Rs WERE ere be- 
_ 


Sanden We for du npationee; 
and made them both fit down upon the moſt 
magnificent ſophas. Her firſt attention was 


paid to Ilſetilſone; for ſhe wiſhed to ſee if her 
beauty came fully up to the encomiums ſhe had 
heard laviſhedupon it; ſhe found, however, that 
every thing exceeded the praiſes of Jemal. 


But, when ſhe came to examine Simou- 


ſtapha, | ſhe was perſuaded that nothing up- 


on earth was either to be compared to him, 
or worthy of him. By believing that the had 


only given herſelf up to the ſentiment of ad- 
miration, and by concealing the emotions by 


which ſhe was agitated, that the genii of her 
court might not diſcover the violence of her 
2 ſhe allowed herſelf to be carried too 

EG far. 


1 
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far. «© Oh! moſt beautiful of mortals !” ex- 
claimed ſhe, “ how happy I eſteem myſelf in 
having exerted my power for you!“ She now 
took two kiſſes of Ilſetilſone, that ſhe might 
have an apology for imprinting the moſt tender 
upon the lips of Simouſtapha. | 
happens to her equals, when they approach too 
near the dangerous ball of this earth. Setelpe- 
dour fell a prey to the ravages of her own ele- 
ment; but the effect had not yet diſſipated 
every idea of beneficence conceived in favour of 
a rival, the conſummating of whoſe happineſs 
ſhe was ſoon about to repent. She put a 
very ſplendid lace about her neck, and a ring 
upon her finger, whoſe diamond ſparkled like 
the carbuncle; and, what enhanced the value 
of this jewel, the names ee retro 
engraved in the inſide of the ring. | 
. Forthwith ſhe twines a chain of diamonds in 
che treſſes of the prince, and puts upon his 
finger a ring ſtill more beautiful than the one 
ſhe had given to the princeſs. She now cauſed 
two dreſſes be brought for each, embroidered 
with rubies, ſapphires, and emeralds, diſtribu- 
ted with ſuch art, that theyfimitated the variety 
of flowers. 

When ſhe had thus. diſtinguiſhed herſelf by 
ber magnificence and kindneſs, ſhe is eager to 

F 3 5 . 
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obtain her compenſation from the lips of the 
beautiful Simouſtapha. Having thus gratified 
ker curioſity, and Part of her deſires, 155 re- 
called the genius. 

« Jemal,” faid ſhe to it, “ exert yourſelf, 


and tranſport the ſpouſes upon this fopha to the 


apartment from which you took them. You 


_ muſt take care that the one which they have 


occupied be placed ſomewhere elſe; you muſt 
put theſe two dreſles before them, and obferve 
them till they awake, that you may afterwards 
give an account of what paſſes.” . 
The genius obeys : The ſpouſes are at Bag- 
dad, in the apartment of the prince of the In- 


dies: The brightneſs of the lamps is redoubled ; 
the influence of the magic ſleep is-broken off. 
Simouſtapha and Iſetilſone open their eyes; 


both are dazzled with the luſtre of their dreſs; 
they are ſtruck with the 149) eg 4H of nay 
thing around them. 

Simouſtapha takes the W the genius waits 
his orders: « Jemal, ſpeak, I command you! 
Whence is this abundance of riches?” . 

From the hand that hath favoured your u- 
nion, replied the genius. To-morrow, added the 
prince, you muſt carry her the tokens of our 
gratitude. If two hearts, entirely devoted to the 


will of the queen, can add to line bapgineSs * 
muſt 8 the homage of ours to her. 


"Teak 
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Jemal diſappeared.— Our lovers got immedi- 
ately rid of the treaſures which confined them. 
Eaſe is neceſſary to happy love.—Simouſtapha 
ſaw nothing in this attention of the queen of 
the genii, but a diſpoſition to prevail upon the 
caliph to approve of their union. At length 
both, very agreeably engaged, came to forget 
their riches; and the remainder of the night 
rolled on in a happineſs which knew no care. 
The laſt hour was come, when Ilſetilſone ſig- 
nified to her lover the happineſs that ſhe would 
feel in ſeeing him dreſſed in the robes of his beno- 
factreſs. I will obey, treaſure of my life an- 
ſwered the prince; my whole care is to pleaſe 
you; but, let nothing here conceal from my eyes 
the charms whoſe power tranſports and raviſhes 
me.” Simouſtapha is adorned with hisſuperbdreſs. 
 —Uſetilſoneis highly pleaſed with it. Mine,” 
faid ſhe, © is uſeleſs to me at preſent; for, were 
to diſplay this pomp in my father's palace, I 
ſhould excite a curioſity which it yroulet be 1 im- 
poſſible for me to gratify.” | 
As ſhe had finiſhed theſe wards, the FEI 

ners of ſleep ſeized upon her.—Simouſtapha felt. 
the ſame ſenſations z they have only time to 
throw themſelves upon a ſopha, without put- 
ting off their dreſſes. The princeſs was already 
allecp, and the genius conducted her into the 


| palace of the caliph. . 
_ Jemal 
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Jemal immediately flew to Setelpedour, and 
gave her an account, of the manner in which 
her preſents. had been received, and of the grate- 
ful acknowledgements of Simouſtapha. He ſaid 
even more, than the queen withed to hear. 
- Setelpedour was no more herſelf ; from the 
moment ſhe was captivated with Simouſtapha, ſhe 
fell a victim to paſſions, whoſe violence ſhe had 
never known before. Jealouſy began to wring her 
heart; ſhe is aſtoniſhed at her ſituation.— She, 
who till now had been engaged in governing 
the paſſions of others; ſhe who had never felt 


the ſtroke of them, and who had been always 


inſenſible to the charms of the genii of the em- 
pire of Ginniſtan; I condeſcend, faid ſhe, 
4 to love a man — But Simouſtapha is the pu- 
pil of Benalab; he is himſelf the model of vir- 
tue, and wiſdom: What one of my equals could 
have thought it below her to win the affections 
of the great Solomon? Our queen went ta 
viſn him from the moſt remote regions of the 
north *,” 
- Whilſt eee fpoks thus, the genius 


— waited her orders. Return to your maſter, 


faid ſhe; « and, viſible or inviſible, be abvays at his 
men ra in him the leaſt deſireof 
becoming 

'® Je vs a received opinion, that the queen of Sheba, who 


eatne to court the favour of Solomon, was a female Genie, 
and queen of the celeſtial viſions, | 
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becoming acquainted with me, and of doing me 
homage, encourage it, and bring him to me im- 
mediately. My frontiers are guarded by beings 
more diſguſting than you were formerly. But 
I am juft going to order theſe frightful ſoldiers 
to be removed, and the ſtations to be filled UP, 
ſo as nothing may appear terrifying. 

The genius having bowed to its ſovereign, 
returned to the apartment of Simouſtapha, and 
found him upon the ſopha, where the effects of 

the magic ſleep had detained him. It awakes 
him, and makes its appearance.—It brings him 
a - meſſage, in order to induce him to moe 
choice of a more peaceful ſituation. 

+ The prince opened his eyes ;—Ilſctilſone had 
diſappeared he ſaw nothing around him but 
the magnificent preſents with which he was load- 
ed ; and, without which, he would have believed 
the whole to have been but a fine dream. Upon 
ſeeing theſe, however, he is animated with 
2 a gratitude which calls to his remembrance the 
_ greateſt benefits. He burns with impatience to 
go and do reſpectful homage to the exalted 
being, whoſe goodneſs and power he admires. 
He ere aeg e and the eee his 
| orders. | 2 I a 
„ ſaid he to it, © if * requeſt is not 

unpertinent, I command thee to conduct me to 

. | } Sgt 0 the 
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the feet of my natalie; the queen of the 
genii.” 

„ will obey, anſwered the genius, © the 
maſter of the enchanted box, and the favourite 
of the brilliant Star of the Seven Seas which 
divide the earth.” - | 

Simouſtapha, after the __ adorned himſelf 

with the riches he had got from the generous 
fairy, and gave himſelf oy” to be conducted by 
the genius. 

_ Ginniftan is a e 
rounds us, however, on every ſide. It conſiſts 
of ſpaces, which cannot be compared with tha 
ſmall one that we inhabit. In a few minutes, 
the Indian prince is over them, and is placed at 
the entrance to the dwelling of Setelpedour. + 
The queen appeared to him; and, although 
he was ſtruck with her beauty, he did not 
loſe fight of decorum, but wiſhed to have 
kneeled upon the earth. She, however, raiſ- 
ed him haſtily, took him by the hand, and con- 
ducted him to her palace, having firſt made him 
walk through the gardens, where wonders of 
every fort ſurpriſed and inchanted him. 
Simouſtapha, affected at the ſight of ſo many 
enjoyments united, felt a ſenſation highly pleaſs 
ing to Setelpedour. Man!” fays ſhe within 


| herſelf, « ah} moſt admirable of mortals! may 


ARABIAN TALES. 71 


the beauties thou meeteſt with here make thee 
forget all thoſe which thou leſteſt upon the 
earth! 

At length, almoſt mickiout ſpeaking, the queen 
ms her new gueſt came to the baſon, orna- 
mented with three hundred and ſixty- ſix figures 
of animals, all differing from one another. Each 
of them was the emblem of one of the days of 
the year. Jaſper and porphyry were the ma- 
terials made uſe of in conſtructing them; and 
they always ſpouted out liquors the moſt agree- 
able to drink. > 

The table for dinner was furniſhed i in this 
place, under a canopy of roſes and jeſſamines.— 
Sophas, covered with green turf, preſented com- 
modious ſeats. The violet and lilly ſerved for 
carpets. Amid ſuch a profuſion of beauties, 
how ſumptuous muſt be the repaſt ! _ 

. Invifible beings brought and removed the 
* Nothing vas ſeen but the beautiful 
hands of Setelpedour, which were as ready to 
anticipate the taſte of her gueſts, as her eyes 
to perceive. 

The Indian prince appeared . 
n is preſented to his 
view. An amphicbeatre, which was oppoſite 

to him, is peopled in the twinkling of an eye. 

Six hundred genii of each ſex, ſeated upon 

green turf, began a concert worthy of the 
mw. queen 
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queen of the fairies, and fitted to charm mor- 


tals. Simouſtapha is ſtruck with admiration. 
You ſee, ſaid Setelpedour to him, the plea- 
fares we enjoy here. If you find any charms 
in this place, ah] my dear Simouſtapha, the 
heart which offers them hall * ſtudy to 
vary them. 
Saying that, the queen left the table, and 


| fet out for her palace. Every thing there was 


of a variegated gold and azure colour. She 
made Simouſtapha fit down on a ſopha, and the 
queen of the genii having placed herſelf beſide 
him, ſpoke to this purpoſe. _ 

Dear prince, I have no occaſion to be re- 


| ſerved : I love you; I have your happineſs at 


heart, and mine is interwoven with it. You 
were the favourite and pupil of the wiſe Be- 
nalab; he drew my eyes on your deſtiny. From 


your earlieſt infancy, I have, without appear- 
ing, been the inſtrument of your happineſs. 'Fo | 


me you owed Ilſetilſonez I was: delighted at 


your union with her, and I feel no jealouſy on 
account of it; but, ſince I came to know you 


- more particularly, I have conceived the tender- 


eſt affection for you. Your 'virtues, and the 


charms of your perſon, have made the queen of 
the genii the humble ſhave of love.” 


Oh! adorable queen, ſaid Simouſtapha, 1 
kave not the PO WR Org 
conqueſt. 
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conqueſt. Permit me to adore you, and 
ſerve you my whole life. To- you I owe the 
happineſs of being united to the daughter of 
the caliph ; but, were the love that I have con- 
ceived for her, under your auſpices, to permit 
m̃e to offer you my heart, I am a Muſſulman 
by the grace of God, and the holy prophet, and 
the beneficent care of the virtuous commander 
of the faithful. My happineſs muſt therefore 
conſiſt in obeying the law. 

You exaggerate, my dear Simouſtapha, re- 
plied the queen, both my pretenſions towards 
you, and the rigour of the law. I don't wiſh 
to baniſh Ilſetilſone from your thoughts; love 
her always; ſhe ſhall be the object of my kind- 
neſs, as well as of your love. Mahomet has 
permitted more than one wife, © 
] did not examine,” ſaid Simouſtapha, © the 
condu&tt of the prophet; but, when Ilfetilfone 
was given entirely to me, we came under ſa- 
cred and inviolable obligations.” 4 They will 
be no lefs ſo,” replied the queen ; © Il ſetilſone 
can neither be your enemy nor mine. Beſides, 
in permitting me to love you, how can ſhe 
charge me with ingratitude? In a word, dear 
prince, you have my heart, and can you re- 
' fuſe me part of your's, if it is not already 
wounded? "Conſider that, powerful as I am, 1 
mall never exert my power but to turn it out 

Vol. II. = 3 
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valab. Take care Cee that neither an Egyp- 
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to your intereſt, and that ſhe who implores 


you is the ſoverci3n miſtreſs of your deſtiny.” — 
« Oh! my queen,” faid Simouſtapha, „ figure 
to yourſelf the diſtreſs of your ſlave, who finds 
it equally „ to conſent to or refuſe your 
requeſt.“ | 

Enough of that dear prince, replied Setel⸗ 
pedour; your own ſafety ſhould now occupy 


your thoughts. I have furniſhed the proper 


means, for which you may afterwards find uſe. 


But I muſt tell you, that the box of Benalab 


expoſes you to great dangers. | It belonged for- 
merly to Mamouk, an Egyptian magician, who 
made an ill uſe of it, by giving himſelf up to 
crimes. My Juſtice bath therefore ee him 


of it. WI 


A hl en as che ine ad bie 


deſtiny. I chaſtiſed Kauſſack, at preſent Jemal 


your ſlave, who by his low flattery ruined a 
corrupted maſter. -I ſuppoſe, however, that- 
this ſlave of my laws will never forget himſelf 
in your ſervice, Mamouk is ſtill alive, and 


has initiated in his art a ſon no leſs dangerous 
than himſelf. All Ginniſtan curſes him; but 


the wicked always find ſome favour; Mamouk 


is ſtil powerful, and is continually endeavour- 


ing to recover the box which was given to Be- 


tian, 


4 "0 
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ian, nor any thing from Egypt, enter your 
houſe. | 

- Simouſtapha could not ſind words to expreſs | 
his gratitude. He began, however, to weary ; 
it was time for him to go home and receive his 
ſpouſe. He. endeavoured to repreſent to the 
queen the neceſſity of his departure, by regret- 
ing the joys he ſhould be forced to forego. 

My goodnels, replied Setelpedour, follows 
my. inclination, + and coſts me nothing. The 
riches which are here will loſe their value when 
you are gone. Would you render them pre- 
cious to me? come together with Ilſetilſone and 
enjoy them; and, from that moment, every 
thing here ſhall be truly dear in my ſight: 
Come, and command in theſe places, and I. 
ſhall net * all the: earn en | 
me. } 
_ Ab Madam, replied Simouſtapha, don't, | 
thought you-love me, make me forget my duty: 
I muſt remember that I am the ſon of the king 
of the Indies, dearly beloved by my parerits, 
and accountable. to their ſubjects for the a 
nen heir to the crown. 

Adieu] my dear Simouſtapha, ſaid the queen, | 
eo him; adieu I prince, model of ſove- 
reigns | light of the world e every 
virtue! | 


G2 5:23:08 
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+ The genius conducted Simouſtapha to his 
houſe; and, though his heart-melted with grati- 
tude towards Setelpedour, his affections ftill con- 
centered upon Ilſetilſone. He is buſy preparing 
for her reception. The moſt exquiſite fruits are 
upon the table; the pots are filled with new 
perfumes: 'The princeſs arrived in a magnificent 
dreſs which ſhe had got in a preſent from Setel- 
pedour : Simouſtapha had kept his. The muſic 
plays; the repaſt begins; and, amid theſe enjoy- 
ments, they think of nothing but happineſs. 
In the mean while Simouſtapha relates the 
voyage he had made to the palace of the fairy, 
defcribes the beauties he had ſeen there, and 
the kindneſs with which he had been loaded. 
He omits no circumſtance ; but his relation oc- 
caſions neither ſuſpicion nor jealouſy — 
While the princeſs ſaw every heart incline . 
towards her lover, the confidered-it as a tri- 
bute which all celeftial beings owed. When 
Simouſtapha ſpoke of the precautions which he 
had engaged to take againſt Mamouk the E- 
gyptian, the ancient poſſeſſor of the box, ſhe. 
wiſhed that the prince would ſend back to the 
queen ſo dangerous a preſent : But, without its 
aſſiſtance, he muſt have renougced'the pleaſure- 
of ſeeing her, and perhaps it might have been 
impoſſible to have induced the _ to _ 


their union. ; 
Al 
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All terrors gave way to ſuch powerful mo- 


this, « At leaſt,” ſaid ſhe, © take care to f 


defend yourſelf from the approach of theſe per- 
fidious ſtrangers. Shut both your gates and 
windows, even againſt the winds which Oy 
blow from Egypt.” 

Whilſt ſhe was has din to confirm 
their repoſe, a cloud gathered in . 
which was ſoon to diſturb it. 

As ſoon as the genius, the ſlave of the bor, 
had tranſported the princeſs from the palace to 
the houſe of Simouſtapha, and from thence to 
that of the caliph, and when the Indian prince 


had no farther orders to give him, he returns 


to his miſtreſs, and en an account of all 
he had ſeenu—z— 

The genius gives a | Faithful account of the 
whole matter. * Never was a conjugal union 


ſo affecting! Never were two hearts ſo well. 


fitted for mutual love] Never did two beings 
unite virtue and beauty in in To» an eminent * 
gree Never —— .) 

« Stop, wretch “' a 08 4 
are thy paſſions inflamed! Doſt thou remem- 
ber what thou didſt when thou waſt Kauſſack, 
in the ſervice of the curſed Egyptian? My fin- 
ger engraved thy crime on thy guilty forehead. 
I will treat thee worſe to- day, if thou prevari- 
cateſt: 1 will diftort the features of thy face; 1 


e G3 | will 


\ 
4 kno ALE — 


© 


will lengthen thy ears, and change thy hands x 
into feet.” + 
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« Oh! my ſovereign,” ſaid the genius, 
4 your anger gives me more pain than your 


threatening terrifies me. I found that the 


beauty and virtue of Ilſetilſone commanded the 
greateſt reſpect: Ah! how the deſerves the 
love of Simouſtapha PP - 


« He is too fond of her,” replied Setclpe- 
dour; © and that has made him forget both 


his duty and intereft. The only fon of the 


king of the Indies lets not his father know his 


adventures: And, were it not the roſe-buſh 


which was renewed by Benalab, and of which 


I conſtantly renew the verdure, his parents 


would be plunged in ſorrow. | Jemal, thy 
young maſter muſt get rid of this dangerous 


charm; place thyſelf, without being ſeen, be- 


twixt them, and diffuſe an n obour 

round Tiſetilfone and 

| COT be t ee A ſes, 
* Stop wretch “ faid * 


| to it. "how art too ready,” e 


* Stop.!“ ſaid ſhe to it, Having vecallefiee 
herſelf a moment; be more ready to do good 
than ill, if thou doſt not wiſh' to become a 


a "monſter again order thee now to take 
| CC 


ried — 


* 
* 

2 
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]jieemal retired; he could not underſtand what 
his ſovereign meant, and he believed: that ſhe 
wanted to try him. Setelpedour fell a victim 
to the violence of her paſſion. She imagined 
that ſhe would get the better of it by ſacrifices, 
and that ſhe might be authoriſed to go on with 
} this ſeheme; ſhe inſtantly called Aſmoncha, her 
1 firſt vizir, and having made him fit down at 
f her ſide, ſhe ſpoke to him thus: | 
f Viair, no object having ever made an im- 
1 preſſion on my heart, till now I have been in- 
| dependent. But I am ſo no more. A mortal, 
fuperior to all others, is become maſter of my 
e eee the e a ee 
king of the Indians. 
N ö 
vaſſals, diſdain man, becauſe they generally 
make a joke of him. They have forgot that 
they all bowed the knee before the great Maho- 
met, who conquered my father, the powerful 
and immortal Ln *, PO np 
bed of his glory. 
| e Our ſphere is/mited : Of, all-created be- 
' ings, man alone can extend his. The virtues 
of Simouſtapha will raiſe him to the greateſt 
eminence, and I with te be partner of his 
1 * hopes. deere dn e 
a rity 


+ Kekopilelihe, one of the Arabian names of Licifes 


> I * - 
— —— — — - — nth — 
— — — — = 


80 ARABIAN TALES. 


rity and honour in view, I expect. an advice 


from you worthy of your prudence and affec- 


_ Whilſt ſhe was ſpeaking, Aſmonchar, with 
downcaſt eyes, appeared to be in a deep dream. 
At length, however, he broke ſilence: Great 
queen ! ſaid he to her, your meaſures are al- 
ways directed by your wiſdom, and can only 


ſpring from a noble ambition: Here, at the ſame 


time, I ſee two difficulties. _ 5 
Lou have generouſly effected the et of. + 
the Indian prince and the daughter of the ca- 
liph; you have rendered it ſtrong and indiſſo- 
luble againſt yourſelf, by the rings that you 
have made them put on. Lour ſatisfaction 
muſt depend on their agreement. We have 
laws digeſted by our ſages, of which they them- 
ſelves keep the records; they will decide, much 
better than I can, how far they can favour your 
views. It will alſo be more. agreeable to enter 
into the connection which vou propoſe, with the 
approbation of all your ſubjects, than with the 
advice of your miniſter alone, who is entirely 
devoted to your pleaſure. I am. therefore of 
opinion, that it may be proper to ſignify your 
intention to your divan, whom I ſhall aſſemble 
by your order.”. ; 
"Fs full of "vhs 3 _ of the | 
means _ 


* 


ARABIAN TALES. 31 


means of forwarding it, did not ſee into the 
deſigns of Aſmonchar. | 
The v:zir, full of hypocriſy, had no ſooner 
received orders to call the affembly, than he 
went to Bahliſboull , the oldeſt and moſt wick- 
ed ſpirit in Ginniſtan. Rage gave force and 
ſpeed to his wings. He deteſted Bahliſboull; 
but he wiſhed, above all things, to oppoſe to 
his ſovereign a being who could divert her 
from a purpoſe which was more odious to him 
than to any other; for he was really the ge- 
nius who was the greateſt enemy to the human 
race. Befides, he could never hear the name of 
Mahomet, without flying into a violent paſfionz 
and their queen wiſhed to marry a muſſulman. 
He knew that, by a famous treaty which was 
the prophet had reſerved all the progeny which 
ſprung from marriages between the RED Ira 
of the earth, and thoſe of Ginniſtan. 
Old Bahliſboull faw his grand-fon 3 
him in a ſort of aſtoniſhment. He informs him 
of the deſign of the queen. And indeed they 
had, for a long time, plotted her deſtruction. 
I fee,” faid he to Aſmonchar, (that you 
are afraid of loſing your own intereſt with her; 
the queen is not the only female who hath 
made an unequal match.” She is the daughter 
$ of 


» Bahliſboull, the ſame with Beelzebub. 
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of the great Kokopileſobe; and, in ſpite of us, | 


ſhe may claim great freedom. But, with re- 


ſpect to the laws, you know me to be the depoſi- 
tory of them; and, ſince I ſigned the treaty which 
was entered into with Mahomet, you need 


neither think to elude nor infringe it. Aſſem- 


ble the divan ; that is your duty,” _ 
Aſmouchar returned. Bahliſboull, full of | 


wickedneſs and ambition, now thinks of de- 


throning the queen, of ruining the grand vi- 
zir, his own fon, and of raiſing himſelf upon 
the ruins of the whole. The divan aſſembles : 


Setelpedour comes and takes her place; all the 


genii bow before her; and, when ſhe gives the 
ſignal, each riſes and takes his ſeat. They are 
ionorant of the motive of ſo ſolemn an aſſem- 


bly. Aſmonchar is ed to ay. the matter. 


before them. 1 
The vizir E od 38 


place empty. It is that which his great father 


Bahliſboull ſhould have filled. He then heſi- 
tates to break ſilence; for he is afraid that the 
queen's propoſal carry by the majority of 
voices; for a great part of thoſe who were 


to vote were of her ſex, and, of conſequence, 


hoſtile to every law that - might tend to 


bridle their liberty, and reſtrain their weak-, 
neſs. The reſt conſiſts of ſpirits who would 
be proud that they had 1 it in their Pow. 

| - ferve 


RI 


** 
1 1 
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| ferve the queen. Thus, this miniſter ſaw him- 
ſelf on the eve of being ſubmitted to the laws 
of a man, and a muſſulman. He curſed Ma- 
homet in the bottom of his ſoul, and felt all his 
frength forſake him at once. Setelpedour ur- 
ged him to ſpeak. He was beginning to ſtam- 


mer, when, on a ſudden, old Bahliſboull arrived, 


borne by his miniſters, who condutted bim to 
the foot of the throne. 


Pardon, oh my ſovereign 18 id this dan- 
gerous politician, - my delay. Time hath im- 


paired my vigour; age hath deſtroyed my 
wings: I was grievouſly wounded by Michael 


in our firſt great combat; and, in a body like 


mine, entirely ede i by age, the wounds . 


always freſh.” + 

Setelpedour received the evil of the old 
genius, and ordered him to take his place. Aſ- 
monchar, encouraged by the preſence of his 


grandfather, begins, and lays before them the | 
ſubject | __ which the _— withed to conſult. 


the divan. 
The preſence of Bakliſboull was a law to 
them ; they knew his inveterate hatred againſt 


the human race : They dreaded his wiles, his 


power; and cruelty. If there was a regulation 


in the empire difficult or We they knew K | 


to be frond him. 


—  — — — 


ä — — ——ñ 
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Setelpedour addreſſed herſelf to the dangerous 
ſage: Jou, Bahliſboull, who have ſeen the 
three * reigns 5: tell me if there has not been 
examples of a connection like 1 which I h 
to form to-day ?? 

« Great queen I could b 
would convince you all. I could even give my- 
ſelf as an example; I have exiſted ſince the 
time of the ſublime genius, your grandfather ; 
and, when we were thrown headlong from hea- 

ven, I fought his battles. wel mare em ond 
the oldeſt of his children. 
| Need I recal to the remenbrance of "our 
1 Muſtrious chief the times of our ancient glory, 
| and the dreadful blow that precipitated us, when 
ve thought ourſelves ſure of enjoying it? 
3 -- & 'Franquil and ſovereign OO 
1 abodes, they wiſhed us to bow the knee to Ma- 
3 homet. This daring innovator, whom we have 
ſeen ſneak and reign 'by- turns, ſeemed to be 
predeſtinated to the ſoeptre of the world; but, 
in becoming his diſeiples, we loſt our empire. 
This affront appeared to us intolerable, and to 


hy py hoon e TO 
; - unjuſt 


Us" "2s ahews.roiphw. This alludes to the v ma of Lacker, 
before he was thrown down to the ecarth;” to reign of 
the ſame ſpirit, until Mahomet is ſaid to have diſcouraged 


idolatry ; and to the actual reign of Setelpedour. 


"Ip 


ſubmit mean. We gave over reſpecting as a 
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unjuft law; and, animated by juſt As 
we took arms. 
Great Kokopileſobe and I maintained an 
equal combat for ſome time againſt Michael and 
Gibrein. But, at length, our enemies, led on 
by Mahomet, fell upon us with fury. We were 
eonquered, robbed, driven from our poſſeſſions; 
and it was with much ado we ſaved theſe gild- 
ed wings, without which we would have been 
| daſhed to pieces in our fall. | 
Invited to reign every where, we preferred 

this earth, and formed an alliance with the 

children of men, to people it in concert with 
them. Mahomet perſecuted our new race, and 
deſtroyed it by a deluge. | 

Inexhauſtible in our reſources, we eu an 
immenſe crowd of people flouriſh anew ; theſe 
we ſubjected to our laws. The earth was co- 
vered with our altars; ſhe found it difficult 
to rear a ſufficient number of victims for the 
ſacrifices which were offered to us; and even 
human blood was not ſpared, , 

« Provoked at our ſucceſs, Mahomet became 
: man. And, in order to put a ſtop to our ca- 
reer, he declared a war againſt us, more cruel 
than the former. He ranſacked every thing, 
demoliſhed our temples, overturned our images, 
annihilated our gods and our trophies: In ſhort, . 
we were put to the neceſſity of engaging him. 

Yor. Ih c 
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| . « Wewereſtillunfortunate. Atlaſt, however, 
we obtained a truce. Stripped of his honours, 
the formidable Kokopileſobe retreated into the 
moſt remote regions of the ſouth. The throne 
which you occupy remained ſubject to his pow- 
er; but, by an article of the treaty that I was 
forced to ſubſcribe, and of which I depoſit a | 
copy at the feet of your highneſs, it was agreed, þ 
that all children of a genius ſhould embrace | 
the worſhip of the prophet, and live under 
His dominion. | 
© It is your part, therefore, great queen! to 
determine whether your deſcendents, called to 
independence and glory, muſt be reduced to a 
ſtate of diſgraceful ſlavery, deſpiſing the miſe- 
ries of the martyr of our faith, even the W. 8 
Kokopileſobe“ N 
SGegnius! anſwered the queen, I was i 3 
of the terms of the treaty you ſpeak of; but 
you have concealed from me the infringements 
that have been made upon it more than once. 
With reſpect to the inconvenience that may re- 
ſult from what I have been thinking of, my 
prudence ſhall protect my poſterity; and tell me, 
vou who are acquainted with the tenor of our 
charters, if there be any caſe more ſacred than 
that which you have taken notice of? LIEN 
„ Sage ſovereign !“ replied” the genius, dif- 
ee periſe with my producing it to you. It would 
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be an obſtacle in your way. Ignorance of 
the law may euro for an excuſe to the per- 
ſon, who violates it.“ I muſt interrupt you,”. 
ſaid Setelpedour 3 © ignorance. is a diſgrace to 
one of the genii.—I wiſh the laws to be known, 
for it is my duty to aun han x ang Loom | 
mand you to produce it. | 

. A genivs can give. his e none but a 
6“ virgin,” ſaid Bahliſboull; < and a married 
“s perſon cannot become your huſhand, unleſs 

cc. you n all your privileges. and. your . 
. er.” | 

Upon this 3 the queen curſed 
within herſelf. both the law and its interpreter, 
and eaſily penetrated into the malicious ſtrata» 
gem of Bahliſboull, and of the vizir Aſmon- 
char, Artifice ſucceeding her fury, ſhe began 
Lou have, ſage genius] pronounced. a ſen- 


| tence which would blaſt all my hopes forever, 


did I not know how far your profound wil 
dom. and. experience, which are coeval with the 
world itſelf, exalts you above all ſpirits; and, 
as you have ſo often eſcaped the chains with 
which you have been threatened, there is none of 
our laws which you cannot elude, I hope, there- 
fore, that your zeal and attachment. towards me 
will induce you to employ your ſagacity in this 
matter. Cannot we, who are legillators, ſet * 
| | H 2 
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* 
this law? Or can we find no method of tranſ-- 
grefling it, without appearing to violate it? Be 
affured that the motive which hath made me 


aſſemble this divan would make me do _" ; 


wg to gratify my defires !” © 
Bahlifboull triumphed in his own mind at 
the queen's diſtreſs, and her paffion for Simou- 
| Rapha. He ſuppoſed her to be as much blind- 
ed by love, as he himſelf was by wickedneſs and 
ambition; and he hoped, that, by his perfidious 
meaſures, he would make her loſe both the em- 


pire of Ginniſtan, and the affection of her 


people. | 


« Queen! PP replied this FRI hypocrite, 
« the confidence which you have honoured me 
with ought to enſure your glory and ſucceſs. 


No engagements can bind thoſe who, like you, 
have the right of making them. Theſe laws 


which you complain of were compoſed by Ko- | 


kopileſobe, during his reign here, and in con 


ſequence of circumſtances which rendered them 
neceſſary. But, if he were now ſovereign of 
Ginniſtan, he would conduct himſelf in a very 
different manner; and, notwithſtanding your 


Power has been derived from him, the order 


which ought to reign here depends only on 


your wiſdom and pleaſure. You have not 
yet attained the ſummit of that eminence © for 
which you were deſtined.” . | 


«c You | 


5 
th 
14 
2 
* 
* 
1 * 
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.« You are the Star of the Seven Seas which 
ſurround the earth, and you would have al- 
ready, had it not been for the ambition of your 
predeceſſor, been the Beneficent Morning Star. 
The Deſtinies had, no doubt, marked out the 
defeat of the great Kokopileſobe ; but his 
undertaking was hoſtile to the empire of 
the genii. With reſpect to his perſonal cou- 
rage, you ought to curſe the fatal exceſs to 
which he was carried, when he acknowledged 
the yg of the laws of Mahomet. But you, 
who are ſovereign miſtreſs of your deſires, 
ſhould paſs a law that might confirm you in the 

enjoyment of them.” 

The propoſal of Bahliſboull aſtoniſhed the 
ſpirits who did not comprehend its motive. And 
Setelpedour pretended to put the greateſt con- 
fidence in the counſels of the old genius. 
Lou prove more and more, faid ſhe to him, 
how much a mind, inſtructed by adverſity, is 
ſuperior to that which knowsnought but proſperi- 
ty Tes, you have conyinced me. I have na 
ſeruple i in curſing whatever occaſioned the mil: 
fortune of my predeceflor ; and 1 am. too much 
attached to the human race, nat to acknowledge 
Mahomet to be ſuperior to any common being; 
3 of che oath I 
_ take. * 

H3 « You 


* 
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_ You muſt repeat, with a firm and diſtin 
voice,” anſwered the genius, impatient to ac- 


compliſh his purpoſe, Curſed be thou, Koko- | 


© pileſobe! thyſelf! thy ambition} and thy 
ſchemes!'—< You muſt, forthwith, renounce 


your religion, in order to embrace that of Ma- 


homet, by repeating this profeſſion of faith: 

„ Achad, en, la, illa, cala, mr Mohamad, 
*& Raſdud, Alla,” + 

When the queen appears ready to pronounce 
it, Bahliſboull caſts an expreſſive look upon 


the vizir Aſmonchar. This ſignal is immediately 
: interpreted by the divan, who with impatience 


wait the event. Setelpedour at length takes the 


eath. „Tou have informed me of matters,” 
faid ſhe to the old genius, « and ſpoken words 
which I never heard before.—You muſt there- 
fore write, with your own hand, a copy of 


the oath that I am to take. My hand trem- 


bles too much,” faid Bahliſboull.— 0 You may 


take time,” replied the queen; © and, after E 
fhall have ſigned it, I wiſh that you and the 
vizir would carry it to Mahomet.” —« T can nej- 
ther write nor walk,” anfwered the genius. 
I muſt then repeat, as well as I can, what I 
recollect of it; adding, at the fame time, the 
fentiments of my heart.” She now nes and 


ous: thus ; 


gy 


Be. 
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ge thou curſed for ever, infamous Bahliſ- 
«-boull! who, by thy abominable flatteries, didſt 
« poiſon the heart of my grandfather, and 
«- didſt cauſe him rebel againſt every ſort of 
4 authority. Curſe upon - thee ! prineipal of 
„ difcord, Who continually haſt the love of 
« order upon thy lips, but corruption in thy 
« heart! Curſe upon thyſelf and all thy race 
« for ever! thou infernal ſource of thoſe evils 
« which deſolate the univerſe | Curſe upon 
« thee and thy grandſon Aſmonchar ! who, in 
« pretending to thew me the good road,” have 
ce digged for me a frightful pit! May ye in- 
tc ſtantly be ſtript of your wings ! May ye be 
6 thrown headlong to the earth} GO f wallow 
among mud and dirt This is my ſentence.” 
pon hearing this, which they did not ex- 
pect, the murmuring ſpirits recogniſed their 
queen. Her firmneſs ommands the attention 
of the moſt wieked. Their ſovereign ſhines 
forth in the ancient glory which they had for- 
feited. Her orders are inſtantly executed; ſhe 
diſrnifſes the genii, and the divan breaks up. 
Although Setelpedour repreſents to herſelf 
the dangers to which her love had expoſed. her, 
et ſhe ſtill feels its darts. If thou had'ſt 
been witneſs, my dear. Simouſtapha,” faid ſhe 
to herſelf, « of all that I have braved for thee— 
TIC Wl ane rater ng 
But 
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But what do 1 ſay 1 I admire that rigid virtue 


| _ which-prompts: thee to a refuſal at which my 


ſellf· love cannot take offence. Thou would'ſt 
have loved me had'ſt thou ſeen me firſt; and 
if, by complying with the wiſhes. of my dear Be- 
nalab, in promoting a ſcheme, in which he knew 
to intereſt me, I had not preſented in a viſion 
the ariable Ilſetilſone, thou would'ſt this day 
have been my ſlave, and I would have been cer- 
tain of a fidelity which nothing could move. I 
neither wifh to diſtreſs thy happineſs, nor that 
of thy ſponſe; but thou muſt love me; thou muſt 
be che ſame to me as to ber; we muſt no longer 
be tied down to the laws'of matrimony; love 
and gratitude ſhall preſcribe to us other duties. 
Thus the grand- daughter of the guilty, but 
brave Kokopileſobe, impoſed upon herſelf. 
debt eee her grand 
flowed in her veins. She had nothing in per- 
fection but courage and beauty. Her heart, 
however, was pure: She had become ſubject to 
a law which Bahliſpoull had vaguely explained 
to her; and time was 49 wake her feel the el 
fedls of it. ; 
_ Eager to: he dimondaphs again ſhe had not 
patience ta wait for him in her. palace ; for. this 
would have been denying herſelf a pleaſure 
nan 
| * | 
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porting herſelf to Bagdad. She therefore calls 
the ſlave of the box. : 

« This night,” faid ſhe, © you dc carry n. 
ſetilſone to her huſband's apartment, and you 
muſt let me know as ſoon as ſhe is there. I 
with by my preſence to increaſe their happi- 
neſs.” —Jemal executes the orders of the fairy 
with his uſual precaution z Setelpedour ſoon. 
learns that the princeſs is with her lover; the | 
inſtantly ſets out for Bagdad, preceded by Je- 
mal, who-went to announce to the happy h 
the arrival of the queen of the fairies. 

They would have appeared more enbarraſ⸗- 
fed; had not the queen, when ſhe arrived, inſpi- 
red them with confidence, by reiterated marks 
of affection. She embraced them 8 and 
ſeated herſelf at table between them. 1 

„ run no riſk,” ſaid: ſhe, «jv cantidg th 
ſup with a mortal, the pupil of my much loved 

Benalab. I have contributed, my dear princeſs, 
to procure you the beſt of huſbands. Permit 
me at leaſt to partake of your felicity. By ma- 
king you perceive the value of ſo rare a benefit, 
I will continue to protect you both by my coun- 
ſels and power. Be not alarmed, therefore, Si- 
mouſtapha, at the exceſs of my affection for you; 
it is innocent, and ſhall never occaſion you ei- 
ys e or r if you but return my 

ts 4 love ; 
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love:: Will you-pardon him for it, my dear Iſo- 
tilſone ? ſaid ſhe, embracing him. | 

cc If my lover,” replied the young and inge- 

nuous princeſs, & did not love you, I ſhould 
have reaſon to doubt his affection for myſelf. 
FE have:given him my heart; he has therefore two 
to offer you for the goodneſs with which you 
load us. Tour virtues and charms have made 
too lively audyer ori upon me to rel.tl 
them.” 
% You tranſcend what L expected,” replied 
the queen, « charming princeſs ! I feel a ſatis- 
faction which nothing can augment. but the 
ſame e N that I 36s oanes Si- 
mouſtapha 

Great queen ! Eun only expreſs the gent 
ments with which I ne nene 
myſelf to your pleaſure,” 

. Setelpedour, enn tak offirances: od 
their affection, teſtiſied her gratitude. during 
the whole of the repaſt. They now gave them- 
felves wholly up to- the preſent pleaſures, mu- 
fic, dancing, perfumes, liquors; nothing was 
ſpared. But, what is. ſeldom the caſe, Sy 
fpoke ſenfibly when all was over. 
Dear prince, 5 a 
conſent of the caliph, which I ſhall foon obs 
_ tain, your felicity appears to be complete. Hows 
ever, without the greateſt precaution on your 

. 
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part, and the greateſt care on mine, it may be 
blaſted in a moment. The enchanted box 
which Benalab ſent you is coveted by Mamouk, 
the curſed magician who formerly poſſeſſed it. 
It is impoſſible for you always to carry this trea- 
ſure; but you got a ring from me which you 
muſt never part with, for it will warn you of 
the dangers to which you will be expoſed, and 
at the ſame time it will come to your aſſiſtance. 
That of the princeſs will not ſhe its properties 
unleſs you be threatened with death, or where 
its aid cannot be diſpenſed with. Remember 
always to ſhut your gate and windows againſt 
every thing that may come from Egypt.” Af- 
ter this, ſhe leaves the pair at liberty, embraces 
them, and diſappears. | 

Ihe night paſſes as the preceding; the days 
ſucceed without any thing remarkable. Jemal, 
attentive to his duty, is ever ready to fulfil the 
orders with which he is intruſted. The prin- 
ceſs is every day tranſported to her lover; and 
every morning ſhe is with the caliph. Every 
third day Simouſtapha is carried up to Ginniſ- 
tan, to do homage to the Star of the Seven 
Seas : But, while his heart appeared to be ela- 
ted with ſuch an agreeable enjoyment, that of 
vengeance againſt the poſſeſſor of the wonder- 
ful box, which he is ambitious to recover. 


The 


96 ARABIAN TALES. 


«| The hateful magician ſaw the ſtar of "IVY 
Jab grow dim; he followed it; it appeared nd 
more; it was a preſage of death. This wretch, 
who dreaded the power of the Perſian philoſo- 
Pher, might now with impunity recover a trea- 
ſure of which the queen of the genii robbed 
bim. He muſt firſt, however, find out me 
what hands the box has fallen. 
He avails himſelf of the firſt equinox, the 
only time favourable to the works of thoſe who 
act in concert with ſpirits. With his wand he 
makes a ſquare, which he afterwards divides by 
two triangles ; he calculates theſe different ſpa- 
ces, which, by furniſhing him with the num- 
ber nine, afford him as many rooms to ſtudy 
in, and to follow out the chain of events which 
he ſeeks. | He penetrates with a bright wax- 
candle into each of theſe dark rooms. This 
baneful light ſhowed him all the adventures of 


the ſage Perſian and the Indian prince, from 


the moment they embarked till they arrived in 
Bagdad. He faw Benalab die, and recogniſed 
e box in the hands of Simouſtapha. 
Naraes, Mamouk's ſon, as great a miſcreant - 
jad father, aſſiſts. Both examine the mark 
of the box; it appeared to be armed with Reel 
points, and a circle of fire was formed around 
it. The necromancers were not in the leaſt 
afraid; the value of the treaſure they were in 
105 queſt 
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queſt of blinded en The father digged a 
ditch in his garden at the bottom of an hillock; 

from this a fountain immediately ſprings forth, 
which he points out to his ſon, and ſays, 
„ Behold the faithful image of the events 
which await me: As long as this ſpring ſhall be 
clear, thou ſhalt be at eaſe on my account. If 
thou ſee it grow muddy, ſend me aid. If it be 
| tinged with blood, I am dead: Thou muſt then 
endeavour to revenge my death; thou muſt try 
0 recover our precious treaſure, by attempting 
to find out the ſnares that may have been laid for 
me, and take care to guard againſt Boſc wach 

ſhall be prepared for thyſelf.” | 

Mamouk at this inſtant leaves his fon ; mar 
eee eee ſteps, he transforms 
| himſelf into a cat. Already he had deſcend- 
ed from Upper Egypt towards Arabia: The 


au, which dene an dene bee den 
thither. 


. We Alinrt lat eee 

| the ſun upon that part of the globe, he ſtopped 
amid delicious gardens, continually fertiliſed by 
the Ifara and the Aggiala, which from differ- | 
ent directions waſh the town of Bagdad.” Here 
he choſe an aſylum among the trees,whoſe thick 
. foliage was beſt for concealing the ſneaking ap- 
| pearance he had aſſumed. He knew that he 
could not procure admittance into the houſe of 
- Voy. I. 5 Simon- 
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Simouſtapha, which was guarded by the genius 
of the box, under any form whatever. Wait- 
ing, however, till the ſun had darted forth his 
rays, he meditates by what means he might 
ſeduce. a perſon to ſerve his purpoſe. At that 
inſtant he chanced to ſee a man whom he pro- 
poſed to ſound. _ _ 

A poor gardener, named Abaire, cultivated 
the garden where the magician. had ſtopped. 
Bent under the weight of his work, fatigue 
and heat forced from him ſome ſighs. Ma- 
mouk 'thought that a man, who was thus in 
miſery, would graſp at any offer to alleviate his 
ſufferings and poverty. The gardener ſubſiſted 
upon ſome bits of bread, and of fruit which 
he picked up. With theſe he filled a little 
baſket for his wife and children; and, when 
night came, he returned to town with his ſcan- 
ty ſtock of proviſion. ( Surely,” ſaid Ma- 
mouk, „ if this poor wretch has any place at 
all to lodge in, I will prevail upon him to ſhare 
it with me; and I ſhall be very aukward if I 
don't make him the inſtrument of my ſchemes.? 
At theſe words, having reaſſumed his natural 25 
form, he haſted to make up to him. „ 
Good evening, Abaire! ſaid he, accofting | 


bim; it is not without trouble that you have 


_ procured the fruits you carry to your family. 
| mt Who are You, my good Sir, ſaid the gar- 
| | dener, | 
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dener, ſurpriſed to hear himſelf named, who 
ſpeak to a poor man like me? 

« J am a man,” replied Mamouk, « ws 
know you as well as you do yourſelf; I could 
name every tree in your garden, and thoſe too 
which you take moſt care of, I love the poor; 
and, when I am on a journey, I always lodge with, 
them, perſuaded that I ſhall want fer nothing; 
for I cauſe every thing be brought to me; and 1 
find nothing too good for myſelf, provided I 
can promiſe myſelf the happineſs of ſharing it 

with them“ 

« Alas !” ſaid Abaire, © it would be too much 
happineſs to flatter myſelf with receiving fach 
a gueſt as you; but we have no bed for you.” 

« Here are ten pieces of gold,” replied the 
magician, « with which you may purchaſe what 
is neceſſary. I can conceive no greater enjoy- 
ment than that of doing good to the good 
when in need. There is a ſecret in being hap- 
py, which I am, not afraid of loſing: Luxury 
and opulence harden the heart of the rich; and, 
whilſt-the poor man eats his bread with tlie 
fweat of his brow, what a number of people in 
Bagdad whet their appetite with the choice 
and delicious ragouts of Simouſtapha ?!—Do 255 
know Simouſtapha?“ | 

Know him, Sir! Is there one poor man in 
Bagdad. who does not know this generous and 

5 HS - com- 
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. 'compaſſionate man? We don't live far from 
bim; I go often, by my maſter's orders, and 
_ ll him the moſt beautiful fruits of our garden, 
and he always gives me ſomething to myſelf.” 
During this converſation they arrived at the 
town; and Abaire conducts his gueſt to his 
mean dwelling. “ Woman,” ſaid he, as he 
went in, © I bring thee this good gentleman, 
and you need not aſk with what we are to en- 
tertain him; here my hand is full of gold, on 
Xx) ping to 58 3 tba” | 
Mamouk entered a room, whoſe whole * 
niture conſiſted of but two wooden chairs and 
a table; the wife and children were almoſt na- 
ked; miſery was painted all around him; and, if 
he would have any thing proper, he muſt in- 
par his preſents. ' . 
Abaire,” faid he to him, iT love to do- 
r here are ten pieces more of gold, to get 
whatever is wanting. Conſult your on decen- 
cy and my intereſt for the future. f 
Tbe poor gardener thought that he was 
dreaming when he ſaw ſo much riches: Having 
thanked Providence and the great e he: E 
goes out to make his bargains. 4 
The good woman began to give an 8 


© vo cleanneſs to her houſe. Let me do 


” ſaid Mamouk ; © this trouble is on my: ac- 


| wan, and I with to afſiſt you. b. the mean 


time, 
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time, go and buy clothes for yourſelf, your 
huſband, and children; there are twenty ſe- 
quins for that purpoſe; they will not offend 
the eye by their luſtre; and you muſt take care 
to tell nobody that you got them from your 
gueſt. If it be diſcovered, I muſt immediately 
depart from your houſe : What good I can do 
loſes all its value in my eyes whenever I find 
that it is known. When your huſband ſhall 
return, we will think about proviſions.” “. 

The wife of Abaire went out, and promiſed 
to hang for the Art the, to keep a ſecret in 
which ſhe was fo deeply intereſted. As po- 
verty had too often put her to the bluſh, ſhe 

finds it difficult to conceal this bleſſing. | 

- _ Both ſoon return; the gardener is not a little 
ſurpriſed to find his houſe in a better condition, 
and his family ſo well clothed. The author of 
this happy change ſits down to table with them, 
and appears to enjoy, with every poſſible degree 
of ſatisfaction, the fruits of his beneficence. 
But, in fact, he enjoyed only the ſucceſs of the 
ſtratagem, by which he blinded theſe unſuſpect- 
ing creatures, whilſt - bey viewed him in he 
light of a beneficent being. 

The hour of repoſe was come. ko 
his wife went to taſte its ſweets; whilſt the K- 
gyptian was deviſing the means of ſnatching off 
the treaſure which the Indian prince. poſſeſſed. 

13 He 
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He knew, mmm 
drawn according to the rules of his art, that 
the prince enjoyed the favours of love every 
night in the arms of his beautiful ſpouſe. What 
a favourable time for ſurpriſing him! did not 
the genius of the box watch over the happy 
pair; did not the vigilance of the queen of the 
genii guard TCF 
culous attacks. 
4 ubs ah, ee to ie 
. could reſt no longer in the houſe, but tranſ- 
* formed himſelf into a cat, and ran round the 
"iſs Houſe of Simouſtapha. The avenues are guard- 
_ ed againſt him; and, under whatever form he 
preſents himſelf, inevitable death awaits him. 
. e dene ve eee 
"RE RE ENS | 
Ihe ſole care of Mamouk doing therrob- 
Keds 0 thay gene tw dh u Aeqper, char 
he may render him completely the inſtrument 
of his inſidious deſigns. He ee 1 
eee e if As 
ff. Abelecrrohe 
garden, and converſed with him about his art: 
- he. infiructed him in what he did not know; 
he partook of his frugal fare, and quenched his 
thirſt from the ſame ſpring. You have 2 
great many beautiful fruits,” ſaid he; “ but, if 
tis garden were your own, I would make fuch 
8 5 : grow 
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grow in it as were never ſeen even at the ca- 
liph's table.. 

66 Ale F®-Gat the: enideag * { have. pady 
two trees, an apple and a pear-tree,. which came 
from the Indies. I planted them on. a ſmall 
ſpot near my own houſe ;/ but the ſoil did not 
re nr wn oe their fruit ne- 
ver ripened,” . 
„ge cautious and. prudent,” reptied M- 
mouk, * don't ſpeak a word, and I ſhall make 
your fortune; we ſhall work together. Provi- 
the matter, your two trees ſhall produce as 


good fruit as if they had remained in their na- 


tive ſoil, and had enjoyed the moſt favourable 
climate. But, as the leaſt whiſper may ruin 
every thing, we muſt obſerve the ſtricteſt ſi- 
lence with reſpect to. what we are going to do 
together. In a few days you ſhall gather from 
ren e en e e N 
. EO 
A and e e the houſe, 
* à good repaſt waited them. Thanks to 
the generous precautions of the magician, who 
Ne added to it whatever could tend to gain 
the hearts of his hoſts! 

Next morning the Egyptian anticipated 
he in. ant es to ſeek for the twa 
| arees. which the gardener had nets 

; 8 He 
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He had only to open a door, which uſher- 
ed him in to a ſpot of ground about twenty 
feet ſquare. There the two plants languiſhed, 
being deprived of the heat of the ſun: The 
pear- tree, however, bore one bloſſom. When 
Abaire roſe, he perceived the door open, ſaw. 
the magician, and approached him. Lou ſee 
how the moſs hath conſumed my poor trees.” 
« I roſe,” ſaid Mamouk, “ in order to take it 
off them; but you ſee that the ſecond bark is 
green and in excellent condition; ſhut the door; 
let us finiſh our work here whilſt every body is 
aſleep z I will how you a ſme thing in a little. 
As this, however, is to make your fortune, 
you muſt firſt aſſure me of your obedience; 
bind yourſelf to me by a ſolemn oath ; ſwear 
by the Koran, and upon my fabre, that you 
will be faithful in every trial, by repeating theſe 
words: © Every thing that Mamouk will do 
6 ſhall- be for the good of Abaire, and Abaire 
« will obey every command of Mamouk.” . 
The good gardener did not heſitate to enter 
into an ee which appeared to be al 
410 eee bi. // 
The tools are brought: © Take this cord, 
ſaid Mamouk to him, & tie one end of it to 
tie tree, and the other to the peg; draw a 
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circle, at the diſtance of three feet RT the 
tree, as exactly as you can, then looſe the cord 
from the tree, and we will begin to dig within. 
the circle, until we ſhall have reſtored and gi- 
ven nouriſhment to the roots. If we would 
| ſucceed, we muſt work with method; and E 
tell you that this is an operation of geometry.“ 
In a moment, the ſmall ſpace which fur- 
rounds the tree is «cultivated. “ Was there a 
bloflom on your tree? ſaid Mamouk.—“ Yes, 
vou are perfectly right,” anſwered the credu- 
lous gardener.—4 Nothing more lucky for us!” 
replied the magician ; approach it, ſpeak to 
it, flatter it! Every object in nature enjoys life 
and ſenſe, although this does not always ap- 
pear: Say to it, My good little bloſſom, thou 
& myſt produce me a pear larger than any that 
grow in the Indies; I wiſh it to be ſuch that 
« a man might conceal himſelf in it... 
Abaire ſmiled innocently when he pronoun-- i 
| ced theſe words. Po effect this, ſaid he to Ma- 
mouk, it ought to be like the dome of a mina 
ret. We need not trouble ourſelves about the 
likeneſs, ſaid the magician, nn | 
to anſwer our purpoſ. 
When the operation was finiſhed, 0 our 7 585 
wen ſhut the door, of which Mamouk kept the 
key, and they both ſet out for the garden, 
There Abaire was: to DE. employed during the. 


day; 


= — 
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day; the Egyptian takes part of the work, 
and accommodates himſelf to him in every re- 
ſpect.— Had a third perſon heard them, he 
would have thought them ſimpletons. 

The pear-tree appeared to be entirely forgot: 
Honeſt Abaire believed it to be only a childiſh 
whim, and that by his complaiſance he had 
gratified the humour of one whoſe r d 


kindneſs relieved his family. 


Eight days paſs without Mamouk towing 


the leaſt curioſity to ſee the effect of what he 


had done. At length, on the ninth day, when 


Abaire was about to go to his buſineſs, as uſual, 
the Eyptian ſeeming quite ready to go along 
with him, ſaid to him, & Have you no dere 
to ſee what is become of our fruit? || 

„ have, if you think proper,“ Gig "A 
baire z 4. but I am afraid that we ſhall have 
loſt our time in-digging at the root of a tree 


in quite a different manner formerly; but it ne- 
ver throve a whit the better for it. It is true, 


which has been three times curſed. I treated it 


FP 


I did not know 3 dg wrde let us | 


_ go inand'ſre.” 


One may wy conjuliiieg that the good | 


gardener, accuſtomed to his ordinary work, and 


to regular productions, had no thought of find- | 


i. 


ing ſuch a phznomenon upon a branch where 
W 


* 
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oviſhing bloſſom. What then muſt have 


been his aſtoniſnment, when he ſaw, hanging 
in the ſame place, a pear of ſuch a prodigious 
ſize, that it was four times larger than any one of 
the ſame kind that had been ever ſeen, I could 


never have believed it, ſaid he in his ſurpriſe ; 
to whom ſhall I fell this pear ? If I carry it to 


the palace, the officers of the. caliph will give 
any thing for it, and will be proud to get it: If 
I ſhow it to Simouſtapha, he will ſpare no price. 
« .You are in the right,” ſaid Mamouk ; “ He 
will pay you better than any body elſe; and be- 


ſides, he will conſider himſelf as much indebted 


to you. Take. courage, my dear Abaire, your 
tree ſhall forthwith fleuriſh like- the roſe-buſh 


in May, and none but Simouſtapha can pay you 


for theſe fruits. Go, put your pear upon a 


plate, and cover it with a linen cloth; you muſt 
ſcize the moment when Simouſtapha ſhall be 
before his ſhop, and you muſt paſs before him as 
uſual. He will be curious to ſee your fruits 3 


draw. his attention to this pear till he defire 


and covet it, and you are certain of an exor- 
bitant price; but I told you chat I wiſhed. to en- 


ter into the pear; I wiſh to do it ſtill. 
* Ah! certainly I don't oppoſe it, ſaid A- 


baire ſmiling; „make yourſelf ſo little that 
you can find room in it; you will have the ap- 
ve eee "——# Do youwilk: 


me 


- * — — - - = == 
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me then to become a kernel in it ?P—« Yes, 
if it is poſſible.” ! Order me to be it. 
« Well! I order you to be it. ͤ Pull out the 
ſtalk then, in order to open the door to me.“ 
Aͤbaire being in good humour, wiſhed to car- 


ry on the joke, and made a ſmall movement, 


as in order to pull away the ſtalk of the fruit; 


a eee are; it Ng get bb 


_ "This is a finall misfortune,” ſaid Mamont; 

«for without this, I ſhould: have ſtopped at the 
door. Put the ſtalk” into its place again; go, 
ſeek your plate, endeavour to make up to your 
man z—the fruit will appear no leſs curious to 
him it has loſt nothing of either its ſize or 


taſte. Next week we will get better ones to eat. 


The gardener having gone to ſeek the plate, 
returned, but did notfind Mamouk. He imagined 


© that he had gone to {ee the paar- tree, and hav- 
ing no need/of him to help him in- ſelling his 
fruit, he ſets out without the leaſt rmcalineſs 
Ter th een of eee. 87 


Mamouk abuſed the ſimplicity of Con 


Pletely. This impoſtor, ſtript of the half of his 
power, reduced to a paſſive condition by a ſu- 
| perior power, has been forced to transform the 


ignorant gardener into a magician, without his 
fuſpecung it. He aſſociated him with himfelf,and 
2 — his 

own 


a. 
-. x 
4. 
_ * 
+: 
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own intereſt to execute. Such afe en 
of ignorance 
Scarce had Abaire wel his tacks in order 
to go and ſeek the plate, when the Egyptian, 
faithful to the command which he made be 
given to himſelf, diminiſhes the ſize of his body, 
and enters into the pear, that he may there aſſume 
the form of a kernel. Were they to cut the 
pear without cutting the ſtone, and eſpecially; if 
they were to be charmed with the delicious taſte 
of the fruit, the wretch Mamouk would recover 
his loſs, and complete his vengeance. - 
Hitherto every thing tended to favour the 
views iof the cabaliſt: Simouſtapha is at the 
gate when Abaire paſſes, and makes him ſhow 
his fruit. The gardener ſaid that he was going 
to preſent it to the caliph himſelf, and that he 
would get two hundred ſequins for it. Give it 
to me, ſaid Simouſtapha, you ſhall not have to 
go far, here are two hundred ſequins, and 
fifty 00490): eee oy do me in Swing 
me the preference. e 
Abaire, elated with np Wy — left 
both the plate and cloth, to embrace him to 
vrhom he was indebted for ſo much money: He 
 Mamouk;—He ſuppoſes him to be in the gar- 
den without the city; he runs to it, but does 
not find him there; he ſeeks him every where, 
Vo. II. 1 and 
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and demands him from the neighbouring rivers. 


and echoes in vain. 

| During this fruitleſs ſearch Simouſtapha impa- 
tiently waited the hour when he ſhoukl enjoy the 
charms of the charming Ilſetilſone, and offer 
ber the moſt beautiful fruit the. OO. 
upon the earth. - | 5 

Night was come; the genius had done in do- 
"Gi the happy pair are dreſſed in the preſents 
rings, the necklace, the diamond chain, inter- 
woven with the * Waits nn is for- 


* 
EY S ee 
which the Indian prized ſo much; Ilſetilſone 


ſite flavour. They hear. a little noiſe as they 


cut the pear; a kernel eſcapes from it, and leaps 


. of, 
the two lovers; Simouſtapha cries aloudz the 


ring having pricked him, occaſians a violent: 


held 3 the prince makes an effort to pull off her 


finger the jewel which hurts her; ien, 
the genius, the ſlave of the ring. 


It was of an ugly frightful thy . 
ceſs fainted when ſhe ſaw it. What art thau ? 


5 , 7 
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What do'ſt thou want with me? faid Simouſta- 
Pha to it. I am the ſlave of the ring which 
my miſtreſs gave thee, anſwered the phantom; 
T warn thee that thou art in the greateſt dan- 
ger; thy enemy is in the houſe; that fruit is 
poiſoned ; I fly to the aid of the box; when it 
hall be out of danger J will return. 1x 
Simouſtapha and his ſlaves aſſiſted the prin- 
ceſs. Jemal, during this time, ſhut up in the 
magic box, defended himſelf, as well as he 
could, againſt the attacks of his former maſter, 
whoſe power he dreaded. Mamouk applied an 
inchanted ring to the lock of the cheſt in which 
the box was ſhut up; the lock opened, and, at 
the ſame inſtant, the genius who guarded it 
ſubſtituted another in its place. This conflict 
was renewed fix times; and Jemal was at laſt 
| nnn ne 
rived: 5+: 74; A 
Adis dees Mud ten 
ſhalt die by no hand but mine. At the fame 
time, he exhales up all the air in the robm, and 
lifts his arm to ſtrike the Egyptian, who falls to 
the ground like one ſuffocated. He is immedi- 
_ ately caſt into chains; robbed of his magit 
ring, his wand, his book of inchuntments, and 
eee pe ene, 
* 


„ After 


* 
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After this victory, the genius of the ring 

came to inform Simouſtapha of the dangers to 

| which he had been expoſed by the ſtratagem of 

Mamouk. *© Come,” faid he, (view your e- 

nemy, and diſpoſe of him, not according to the 

goodneſs of your heart, but A to * 
badngſs of his. 

Simouſtapha fallowed! the 6 into the 
room, but Mamouk was gone.—Curfed magi- 
cian | inexhauſtible in reſources l ſaid the ge- 
nius, what force hath enabled thee to eſcape? 
But thou waſt bound and could'ſt not get off, 
He adviſes Simouſtapha, therefore, to take the 
box, to call Jemal, and to cauſe them ſeek in 
concert the wretch who withed to eſcape. - 

The two genii found him in the garden, where 
; he was begun to rid himſelf of his irons. But, 
1 upon ſeeing his adverſaries, he-plunges into the 
| - canal: Immediately twobanks are formed, which 
ih ſmut himup. Upon this he jerks into the air, like 
adrop of water; but he is conſtrained to fall 
1 back ͤ into a baſon which they had made for him : 
He is now forced to evaporate into flame; but a 
thick ere v riſes on Lon * ne — 
this ſcheme. = 
| From this mixture of dad the tals ap 
, pears filled with quick burning lime, which they 
= were afraid to approach: The genius of the ring 
throws into it two Pieces of the Pear; in an 
| inſtant s 


— 
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inftant theydiffolre; then the genius, addreſſing 
Simouſtapha, ſays to him, 
Prince] pronounce ſentence-apen thiswretchz, 
we are ready to execute it: ſuy to him 
Infamous magician | I ſhut you up in your 
works, hn abe peu corneal 
puniſhed by your works“ 


Bidwuftaphs peemvudboliche fanenices<The- 
magician on a ſudden became a ſhapeleſs maſs 


of marble,” of the figure of a cat, reſembling 
thoſe frightful ftatues which were ſeen among 
the idolatrous before the coming of the prophet. 
jon nv oe Aeg cn Fre 
K #ehdrncd 16 Ki Roale, who, "1 
though recovered from her firſt fright, yet was 
not without alarm on his account. Upon ſeeing 
him, ſhe' recovered her ſpirits.. They enter to- 
gether into the cloſet where the box was pla- 


W. g ee ee 


Pears. 

Sir, ; ſays the genius, what do you wait with 
your flave ? I want you to felate to me all the 
TCW 


| n places" ar ande den the bons nd 
obeys the orders of Simouſtapha : Tt deſcribes 
tte machinations, the journey, and the arrival 
N. e WAI it alſo 
Wie. K 3 relates 


erfand 


_ ring come tod its aſſiſtance. It relates how 


914 | Untpran Targus: 
relates how he deceived'the gardener 3 how he 


_ Todged at his houſe; his transformations 3 the 
© Inchantment of the'pearctree3/ the manner in 


Which ke introduced -himfelf to Simouſtapha, 
carried to itſelf the fruit in the kernel of 

Which the traitor had concealed himſelf; how 

he came out of it when the pear was cut. It 

deſcribes its own conflict in the box, where it 


1 


a freſh touch to that which 

the magic ring of thie Egyptian deſtroyed... 
From this bot; id Winch it was intrenched, 

„0 to defend it, it had ſeen the genius 


re conzurer had been hroun down bound. ſtript 
0 magic; and how trat che very inſtant the 
6f the ring vent out of che; cloſet, ſpirits, 
om the lower Egypt to aid Mamouk;'by 
R rt a ers ph ro ſudl- 
denly off, and had put him in à condition to 
make the laſt wn * 
length yielded. | 
Theſe ste having conſumed os of 
the night, the two conſorts had ſcarce time to 
congratulate themſelves on their good luck in 
having eſcaped ſo many ſtratagems, ſuch dan- 
gerous attacks, and ſuch well concerted ſchemes. 


IIſetilſone is obliged to truſt herſelf to the care 


of the faithful Jemal, and to return to the ea- 
FRO palace in her uſual carriage. „ Fa | 
1 5 


— 
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Simouſtapha endeavoured to aud in the 
bath that quiet which fuch perturbation had. 
cauſed. him loſe. He afterwards made ready 
to ſet out for Ginniſtan. He had recourſe to 
the box, invoked the genius of it, ſet out, and 
arrived in the preſence of the queen of the ge- 
ni, to whom his . bad rendered him 
re 5 
| his. be the tenderett careſſes, the warm part 

the had taken on account of his misfortune. 
| She, ſpares, the young prince the relation of an 
adventure, of which ſhe knew the, minuteſt 
particular; but the avails. herſelf of this circum- 
ſtance, in order to induce. him to watch with 
his guurd againft the attacks of the ſon of Ma- 
mouk, as dangerous as his father.“ In vain, 
ſaid ſhe to him, “ ſhall I haye my eyes always 
upon Jou, and ſurround you by the powers 
which are ſubject to me, if you don't endea- 
vour to ſecure yourſelf againſt the ſnares of men. 
My aſſiſtance diſplays itſelf only by ſupernatu- 
tural means ; take care of yourſelf; put your- 
ſelf in a condition that you may turn your vir- 
tues and wiſdom to your advantage, per, the 
r 1 
Let us here finiſh the ſalutary counſels of the 
* wen » and the warm gratitude of Simouſtapba. 


ices linkin e 1 


ducted him back to Bagdad, where political 
movements pave the aten nn 
events. 

The caliph, having learned that the cityof Da- 


| Hef to this important place. 
Upon this Simouſtapha feels a beukhen h- 


tural to great ſouls: He is inflamed with zeal 


and courage for the true faith. The love of glo- 


x, and the deſire appearing worthy of his miſ- 


| muiſeus was beſieged by two hundred thouſand: | 
_ nfidels, cauſed an order be iſſued to all Muſſul- 
mans to take arms, eee Tims en e | 


tres, makes hirn pant after the laurels, and trace 


the footſteps of the commander of the faithful. 


He therefore calls Jemal. e 


genius, 4 the proclamation of the caliph. 1 
with to ſecond his views: Make them bring me 


CO et wer- ier AY 


- "Phe gendes cleaves: the FY nd inet Bos 
felpedour of the intention of the young prince; 


Tou have juſt now heard,” fas dee he. | 


the queen applands his purpoſe, and wiſhes to 


put the hero in a condition of attaining the 
greatneſs for which he is deſtined. She alſo 


orders for him one of the moſt beautiful horſes 


ge rm eee 


. 
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The emiſſaries make their choice at Sardie, 
an uninhabited diſtrict, three days journey from 
Damaſcus, where the beſt horſes are to be met 
with: They find one to which no other could 
be compared. He was of the breed of Gelpha, 
after having erected his victorious ſtandard 
on the towers of Medina, he over-ran Pale 
ſtine n = two Sime, made all 
Y foqmi d de ie ans ob dave Ko- 
am jo Weir t! Ns 3 Een 
The nativityioCtho-horle.deftined. nec, | 
ren very moment af his birth, 
by the wileft armee be was 
to ſerve under the greateſt prince in the world, 
and eſtabliſni the mene een two 
powerful empires. ” 
The diſpoſitions of this ani, 1 
juſtified the decrees of his deſtiny.: Tractable, 
active, ſpirited, capable of any fatigue, he was 
never the ſlave of his appetites ; he endured thirſt 
and hunger without the leaſt alteration on his 
vigorous conſtitution; he could live without 
ſleep, and feed on air. He added to theſe ex- 
the moſt acute underſtanding, and à firm at- 
tachment to his maſter: _ many men were 
e to him? 


* 


getel- 
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Setelpedour wiſhed to ſee the Horſe deſtined 
for her favourite; the ſteed neighed for joy that 
he was going to make his appearance before the 
queen of the genii, and contribute to the glory 
of the hero whom ſhe protected: He was in- 
troduced to Ginniſtan; he excited the admira- 
tion of Setelpedour: A harneſs worthy of his 
beauty, but without any extraordinary ſhow, is 

immediately provided for him ; he is loaded 
witlr the complete armour of the prince. The 
eviraſs, and the other neceſſary pieces, are made 

of ſteel- plates of Damaſcus; the ſcymitar is of 
= temper which nothing can reſiſt: All his arms 
we of a fable hue. Simouſtapha as waking 
for the: return of Jemal, whenhe brought e 
neee, nnen 
At the ſight of ſo beautiful 'a preſent, . 
young prince feels himſelf penetrated with gra- 
titude, and filled with new ardour; he burns to 
ſignaliſe his courage; abet enen ue | 
obſtacles in his way. 8 K. | 
When the genius, e a 8 
night, had carried 1iſetilſbiie- from the palace of 
the caliph, and united the two conſorts; when 
the beautiful princeſs. was informed of the de- 
ſigns of her lover, ſhe loſt the uſe of her ſenſes;; - 
ſhe recovered only to abandon herſelf to more 
tek mie 
AGE © 
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Although the caliph had departed, Simouſta- 
pha, ſacrificing his glory to the tender concerns 
of love, left his ſteed to champ the bit with im- 
patience; he makes the air re-echo with his 
neighing; Jemal can hardly reſtrain him; he. 
wiſhes for the ſaddle and bridle; and his foot 
ſcems to ſtrike the nnn 6c have. 


warned Simouſtapha of his departure. 


e eee een 


could tear himſelf from the arms of -Ilſetilſone, 
whoſe alarms he dreaded. Setelpedour faw his 
* diftreſs, bluſhed for his weakneſs; but, anxious 

fo Migighony's runs up to him. 

„ Lou fail in your dutz, ſaid e 
«. you forfeit your glory and the ſafety. of the | 
ſtate in Which you live; you languiſh under a 
ſhameful weakneſs; depart inſtantly; if you he- 
ſitate a moment, I give you entirely up. My 
ſlave is ready to conduct you to Damaſcus; I, 
| 7 te eee pepe bleſs- 
ing.“ 


8 this ae . 
his weakneſs, and bluſhes on account of it; he 
| Wande Anme een 5 

| ii; ahi. ein 
| ings tranſports bim to Damaſcus; and he is con- 
ducted by the genit the ſlaves of the fairy. Ha- 

ving ee he gets a 8 15 
AC. 


\ 


* ee e. 


the city. The infidels were afſaulting- it; the 


army of the caliph had come to cloſe quarters 


with tke enemy, and were labouring under a 
manifeſt diſad vantage: The two ede were 
broken, and had given wa 
The ſtandard of Mahomet pointed out the 
place where Haroun Alraſchid fought. He was 
in the middle of his army; the infidels preſſed 
kis battalions; and, having almoſt reached himſelf, 
this illuſtrious eue deere to _ a * 
tim to their fury. 
Swifter than lightening, abe is in * 


e carnage 3 every Rroke of his ſey- 


miter carries death along with it; every ſtep of 
his horſe tramples the infidels. In a moment 


he delivers his ſovereign from the\dangers that 


threatened him : His thundering voice ſtrikes 
terror into the enemy, but + reanimiates the 


drooping ſpirits of the Muſſulmans. They are 


all rallied under the ſtandard of the ſacred pro- 


pPhet, which Simouſtapha had ſeized; he waves 


it in the middle of the battalion which he had 


Juſt formed. At this ſignal, the ſouls of the 
. warriors are inſpired with freſh-confidence; the 


combat is renewed with more vigour; but death 


 thifts its ground; it ſeizes upon-that- of the in- 


fidels, and ſpreads havock around. The ar- 
dour of his Reed carries him through all the 
e "He ces dde "command 

into 


into his own hand; every one obeyed: The 
commanders and the ſoldiers took him to be 
an angel from heaven fent to their relief; he 
made part purſue the runaways, whilſt he, with 


of Damaſcus. 


The ladders which kad been prepared for the 


affault are deſtroyed, the affailants are tumbled 

headlong from the walls, and the gates of the 

city are thrown open to its deliverer. 
Simouſtapha marches in triumph at the head 


of the conquerors; the crowd, as he paſſes, 


fall down to embrace his knees; and the pre- 
ſerver of Damaſcus receives the homage of 2 
people in whoſe behalf he had diſplayed fo 
much valour. They advance towards the prin- 
eipal moſque, to thank Heaven and Mahomet 


for ſuch a ſignal deliverance. Haroun does not 


loſe ſight of the object of his gratitude: Simou- 


the reſt of the army, en ee ee 


Rapha, having pulled down his viſier, kept hin- 


felf however near the caliph, When they ar- 


tived at the gate of the moſque, he alights, | 


and approaches in a moſt ſuppliant manner to 
„ ee ee ee n 


politely accepts the aſſiſtance of 


the young warrior; but he is diſtreſſed to ſee 
a wound on the hand which is preſented to 
him, and which is covered with blood. 


— L  Valime - | 


A, 


* — 
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Valiant hero, ſaid he to him, you are wounds 
ed? Great commander of the faithful, an- 
fwered the Indian prince, the wound is by no 
means dangerous, for I feel no inconvenience 
from it.—Noble warrior, the heat of the action, 
and your intrepid courage, have made you for- 
get it; but we ſhall not enter the moſque with- 
out dreſſing your wound. Your goodneſs af- 
fects me much, exclaimed Simouſtapha; the 
duties in which you are going to be engaged 
ought to precede thoſe which concern only the 
meaneſt, but moſt devoted of your ſubjects. 5 
The caliph was charmed with this token 

of ſubmiſſion: Brave Muſſulman, ſaid he, ta- 
king a handkerchief, upen which his name was 
written in letters of gold, from his girdle, con- 
deſcend at leaſt to keep your -hand from the air, 
by wrapping it up in this handkerchief, till we 
may have it in our power to give you other 
relief. 

Simouſtapha obeyed. They entered che 
moſque, which immediately re- echoed with 

the ſongs and thankſgivings of all the people. 

After this the caliph. goes to the palace chat | 
had been deſigned for him during his ſtay at | 
; Damaſcus; Several officers, .who had had the 
courage to keep aloof during the combat, be- I 
came now jchlous of their places, that they.. 
might eee * in his triumph, Si, 
8 > moultaph3, 


— 
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mbuſtapha, regardiefs of ſuch frivolous prefer- 
ments, leaves them without being noticed, 
mounts 97 Borie; New PAR” on a n 
den. | 

He had 1 engen to glory whatever was pro- 
oe 3 it is time now to alleviate the diſtreſs of 
his miſtreſs: His intelligent ſeed appeared to 
_ partake of his impatience z he ſcarcely touches 
the road as he ſcours over it; and Simouſtapha 
ſoon reviſits the much W for eee 
„ 

During his abſence, the beneficent Wo? of 
the genii would not ſuffer IIſetilſone to a- 
bandon herſelf to diſtreſs. The” firſt night! 
therefore, that the prince departed, ' ſhe ors 
dered the genius to convey to her the ca- 
liph's daughter. What muſt have been her a- 

ſtoniſhment when the awoke, to find herſelf in 
the arms of the queen, W ** 
mouſtapha? 

Don't be diſconcerted, fad Setelpedour* to 
her, embracing her tenderly, your huſband 
muſt attend to his duty under the colours of 
the caliph. Your happinefs depends, more 
than you imagine, upon the ſervice whith he 
has it in his pomer to do him; it is not a fruit- 

leſs glöry which he afſpires at. « ſhall watch 
ober his ſafety us well as I can z and I would 
ſight INE" fide were I allowed; but I am 

5 L 2 ſubject 


— — — — - - 
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ſubject to 2 different law. It 1 bee eng for ms 
that the merit of Simouſtapha hath inſpired me 


with love; and that my partiality towards him 


| hath made the malevolent fpirits of my empire 


rebel, I have already puniſhed them; and I 
am determined tg put them all to defiance, as 
we have {till more dangers to encounter. | 

Be of good chear, amiable princeſs, aſſiſt me 
in procuring happineſs to him whom we love 
more than life itſclf, by not multiplying the 
cauſes of his diſquiet ! Reproach him not for a 
ſeparation, which his- glory and your common 


intereſt rendered neceſſary. You ſhall ſee him 
Aa gain in 2 ſhort time; truſt yourſelf to the 


wiſdom and the care of the queen of the genii, 
Ilſetilſone was camforted, and immediately 
Whülſt the commander of the faithful. is re- 
pairing in proceſſion. to the palace deſtined for 
him at Damaſcus, he looks around to diſcover 


the hero to whom he owes his ſafety, that of 
his army, the relief of Damaſcus, and complete 


victory: He does not perceive him: He orders 
him to be ſought for every where; Inquiries 


are fruitleſs. He makes his beralds at arms 


proclaim it both within and without the city, 
but without ſucceſs, The warrior had diſap- 
peared with hi Need 3 be had not raiſed the 
THEN IP l 48 43 5 . 4:41 c 
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vis of his helmet, therefore every thing re- 
mains unknown with regard to him. 
Ihe people perſiſt in believing that heaven 
had ſent an angel to their relief; but the blood 
which Haroun had ſeen flowing was that of a 
human being; the handkerchief which he _ 
given him was ſtained with it. 
The commander of the faithful, in diſtreſs; 
becauſe it was not in his power to teſtify his 
/ gratitude to his benefactor, and informed that 
the Infidels who had eſcaped the flaughter were 
embarked, provides for the future ſecurity of 
Damaſcus, and returns to Bagdad at the head 
of twelve thouſand” knights, after —_y * 
banded his army. 
Already had Simouſtapha enjoyed the 5 
ſure of reviſiting his affectionate ſpouſe, and of 
thanking their amiable protectreſs. Spending 
the days with the one, and the nights with the 
ether, he was as happy as a mortal could be. 
He informed his dear IIſetilſone of every par- 
ticular of his military atchievements; and they 
were ſtill more intereſting to this amiable prin- 
ceſs, in proportion as they had contributed to 
the glory of the caliph. She took the hand- 
kerchief in which the hand of her lover was 
wrapped, and bedewed every ngw and then 
with her tears the characters which ' exhibited 
di her the name of her father, and the ſtains | 
" 2&4 of 
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of the blood that had been ſhed in his defence. 
4 J will keep this handkerchief,” daid ſhe; © it 
will always call to my remembrance that mo- 
ment when the object of be N was 

ſaved by that of my love.“ * 
In the mean ehe che batäehb urrives, amid 
the acclamations'of che inhabitants of Bagdad; 
triumphal arches are raiſed to his renown ;/ he 
in the affection of his ſubjects, and the tender- 
neſs of his family. Zobeida and her daughter 
lively careſſes; but the caliph, wearied with {6 
ger warrior, who had denied him the pleaſure 
of rewarding him. He received from me no- 
thing but x handkerchief” to cover his wound,” 
_ iid the monarch; crit is the only favour: he 
would accept; but F have promiſed ten thou- 
ſand ſequins to that perſon who ſhall inform 
he lives: 1 ſhalt reward him who ſaved the 
ſtandard of the holy prophet” from tlie hands 
of the Infidels, who delivered my people, 


und to whom T'owe my life and my crown. It 


is in vain' that he denies himfelf the honours 
that are due tg him; I wilt celebrate 2 feſtival 
in his honour, which ſhall bring all Damaf- 
cus to Bagdad to witneſs „* 
* Fo 41 * lour. 
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lour. I cannot repreſent the features of his 
face accurately, as he never liſted the viſier of 
his helmet; but I will repreſent his armour, of 
which I have a diſtinct idea, and his ſteed full 
of fire. Sure there will not be a Muſſulman in 
my empire who will not be eager to witneſs the 
celebration of the feſtival, in honour, of the 
hero of the fable arms; and he ſhall not be 
long unknown to a | 
the warlike folemnity.” 1-5. 
Ilſetilſone was e vida 
laviſhed upon her lover, and the enthuſiaſm of 
the caliph. Ho often had ſhe almoſt been 
tempted to ſay, 4 I know him, the hero of 
the ſable ec ee eee of the n, 
and alſo my conqueror.” 

r The feb 
_ tivals:held for the relief of Damaſcus continued 
thirty days 3 the two laſt of theſe. are ſet apart 
for a military repreſentation . of the exploits of 
the knight of the fable arms... Theſe feſtivals 

accompliſhed the views of the caliph by means 
Jute unconnected with thoſe. which, this. mo- 
narch had thought of. _ 

„ Tholaſt day of che feftival, when Zabeida as 
n xj daughter,.a coup de ſa- 
Eil ſtruck the young princeſs; ſhe uttered a 
loud ſhriek, and fell upon the boſom of her mo- 
iber. Wile: the was affording, relief to her 
£3: . 
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dau okter, ſhe perceived ſymptoms which could 
not be miſtaken; her boſom diſcovered the ef- 
fects of a conjugal union: Alarmed with this ſur- 
priſing diſcovery, ſhe runs inſtantly to the ca- 
liph, to inform him of ſo important a ſecret: It 
was not by conjectures that ſhe formed her con- 
cluſion; complete certainty convinced her of it: 
They go together into the apartment of IIſetil- 
ſone, to draw from her a confeſſion which con- 
cerned their glory and their repoſe. 
F For ſeveral months,” ſays the princeſs, « I 
have been carried off every night without per- 
ceiving it; I am tranſported through the air, and 
conveyed into, a chamber magnificently furniſh- 
ed, and find myſelf in the arms of a man who 
is unknown to me; but who, I confeſs, has in- 

fpired me with the moſt tender paſſion.” 
| © From this recital of his daughter, the caliph 
eaſily judged that ſome miraculous inchantment 
had ſeduced her, and thought it unreafonable 
to reproach her for a fault, which, from its na- 

ture, ſeemed to be excuſeable. EY 

Madam, ſays he to Zobeida, it appears thit's 2 
genius is enamoured of our daughter; our ops - 
poſitiofi would only irritate it; we muſt recom- 
mend her, as well as ourſelves, to the protec- 
tion of the holy prophet. Saying this, he em- 
braces his daughter, as uſual, and leaves her to 
that DG which ſhe ſtood ſo much in need of. 
Zobeida 
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Zobeida imitates the wiſe conduct of her huſ 
band, 
Uſetilſone flatters herſelf that ſhe will be able 
to inform her lover the following night, that he 
may take care to bring the bandkerchief, and 
make known in che palace the knight of the ſa- 
ble arms: He muſt arrive there with his ſpi- 
rited ſteed, and all bis accoutrements of war. 
The caliph aſſembles his privy counell; the 
members of which were Giafar and Meſrour, 
_ Giafar receives the information with aſtoniſh» 
ment: Meſrour is leſs ſurpriſed ; he had, for a 
long time, perceived that it was impoſſible to 
awake eee 
partment of the princeſs. 
What method ſhail we fall upon, n ca- 
liph, to find out and ſurpriſe the inchanter of my 
daughter ? every night ſhe is lifted up in the air. 
I have a little device in my head, ſays Meſrour, 
which we may make uſe of immediately. I have a 
phoſphoric ſubſtance which I received from an a- 
ftrologer; it is compoſed of an oil extracted from 
an animal called a Bafiliſk-: Whenever it is in the 
open air and in motion it flames without burning. 
Lam going to pour ſome drops of it upon the 
cayerlet of the princeſs; it will dry inſtantly, and 
retain no ſmell. - As ſoon as they are in the o- 
t Ew 4 emit "+ ſtars, 5 
„ 
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will ſibre to conduct the perſons who are to 
follow her into the houſe of the ſeducer. 

The caliph” approves the ſcheme : Meſrour 
goes to put it in execution; and Giafar warns 
the judge of the police, who was to follow 
the meteor wherever it went, and get the honſe 
inſtantly ſurrounded. Five hundred men are 
immediately appointed to run after the new 


conſtellation which was to appear that night; 
but the ſecret remains between the caliph _ 


his counſellors. © 
Night” came; the genius not © Men at | 
its eyes upon the earth, was ignorant of what 
was doing there, and obeyed, as uſual, the or- 
ders of Simouſtapha, ant went” t6 carry off _ 


princeſs.” 88 


Scarce had it got above the palavs; when the 
phoſphoric ſubſtance ſhone with all its luſtre 3 
the guards from every quarter purſue it; the 


genius had good eyes; but it did not ſee every 
thing. It carried its charming load into the a- 
partment of the Indian prince, illuminated with 


a hundred wax candles. The light of the phoſ- 
phoric ſubſtance diſappeared entirely; and the 


guards, ruſhing in an inſtant from every part of 


the town, ſurround the houſe of Simouſtapha. 

The young prince heard the noiſe, rubbed his 

ring, examined the box; the two genii appear- 

ed. eee ordered to obſerve hat paſ- 
| | _ ted; 
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ſed; and, above all, to defend the houſe, againſt, 

the danger with which it was threatened. . In a 

moment they converted both the doors and 

windows into a ſolid wall. 

Ihe judge of the police * awake the 
neighbours, to aſk them where the door of Si- 


mouſtapha's houſe was. The good people rub- 


bed their eyes, but could not find it; they light- 
ed ſeveral flambeaux, but all to no purpoſe. 
The judge became quite impatient. Giafar and 
Meſrour arrived; and, ever ſince the latter had 
diſcovered the ſecret of the Baſiliſk oil, he ima- 
gined his invention to be adequate to any thing. 
As. He finds no door, therefore, he cauſes 


mount the terrace with ladders ; the houſe is 


ſurrounded in an inſtant z and there is nothing 
wanted but batteriug-rams, hooks, and teſtu- 
does, to make a complete Hege. Forty ladders 
are made, each ſeveral feet higher than the 


houſe; every one ſtrives to get the ſtart of a- 


nother, allured by the hope of plunder; but, 
the more haſte the beſiegers make, the worſe 
they ſucceed; the ladders fink into the earth, 
in proportion as they mount the ſteps, till r 
diſappear altogether. 

« Ceaſe then to kick about,” . 
judge of the police; are you afraid? Mount 


then. Let us exert our whole ſtrength. upon 
it, aid ſome of them; and indeed they were, 


S 
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to get an inch from the ground. The judge, 
his patience being worn out, alights from his 
Horſe, and urges the affailants with great keen- 
neſs: * Mount, therefore, quicker.” — 4 By 
Mahomet mount it yourſelf,” ſaid they to the 
judge, © for the ladders are bewitched !” 
The judge having loſt his patience, mounts 
the ladder in his robe. He wiſhes to take two 
Keps at once, that he may mount quicker ; but, 
as the ladder ſinks in proportion as he attempts 
to mount, he loſes his balance, and is entangled 
with his robe. | 
N tbis unexpected 
fall. Notwithſtanding this, the night was 
ſpent in redoubling the uſeleſs efforts of this 
ridiculous aſſault; in which, although they 
came never a whit nearer their purpoſe, they 
flattered themſelves that every moment their 
_ Iabours would be crowned with ſucceſs. Every 
thing was in an uproar in the ſtreets of Bag- 
dad; and, as the people were not let into the 
ſecret of the matter, they imagined that the 
feſtival of the knight with the fable arms 
{till continued, and that the ſiege of Damaſcus 
was repreſented by the burleſque ſcalade which 
was going on at the houſe of Simouſtapha. 
Haroun expected the victim every moment, 
and had reſolved to facrifice him, without giving 
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him time to ſpeak. One may eaſily imagine 
what was his impatience; the rumour and the 
noiſe brought to his ears reports always more 


ridiculous and exaggerated; his uneafineſs & 


* of MN ee N he had 
formed. 


On the tene . inner in of a. 


Mapha's houſe was ſo quiet that you could 

have heard the motion of a fly. As foon as 
che genũ perceived the ſtratagem of Meſrour 
to diſcover the route of the princeſs, they took 
che neceſſary precautions to ſhelter the houſe 
againſt the ſirſt ſurpriſe, and immediately con- 
veyed Ilſetilſone into the palace of the caliph in 
the midſt of a fog, which intercepted the effect 
of the phoſphorus. The cloud of vapour 
reſted upon the palace; the aſſailants become 
ſtupid; and the caliph himſelf is ä of his 
uſual activity. 9 
The Indian prince conſults the genius of the 
box, and of the ring, upon the means of protec- 
tion for next day; and quietly gives himſelf up to 
ſweet repoſe, under the immediate * of 
the Star of the Seven Seas. 


_ © The day at laſt appears: Simouſtapha repairs 


to the terrace of his houſe to enjoy the mor- \ 
ning ſun; he deſcries Giafar and Meſrour in the 
trowd; he calls them, and addreſſes the lat- 


Vol. II. N Sublime 


at 8 K — 2 


— rom oo 


* 
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“Sublime miniſter !” ſays he, © why do you 
ſurround the houſe of a Muſſulman, devoted 
to the will of the commander of the faith- 
ful? I charge you to tell him, that if he wiſhes 
to have poſleflion of my perſon, he muſt raiſe 
this ſiege; I will then deliver wks. into An 
hands. 

Meſrour repairs to the palace, and adviſes 


the caliph to accept a condition which would 


put the inchanter in his power : - Orders are 


; iſſued to the judge of the police, who retires 


immediately with all his people; and the ſca- 
ling ladders, ee Jet) 04, the: Bot- 


tom of the wall. 


When all the paſſages are free, Simouſtapha 
goes out by one of the doors, which broke open 
immediately, and proceeds, without betraying 
oer 
the caliph. | 

- Haroun is ſurpriſed at the audacity of the 
ani he does not wiſh to ſee him, but 
orders him to be beheaded in the middle of 
the firſt gqurt of the palace, in preſence of all 
the people who ſhould be aſſembled there: 
The inner guard ſeizes the Indian prince, who 


\ preſents his hands to the irons with which he 


was to be loaded ; the executioner lays hold of 


him, and takes off his turban, in order to bind 


- — the 
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the fatal veil upon his eyes; the handkerchief 
of the caliph is under the turban. A 
SGiafar and Meſrour inſtantly recollect it; 
the people who had ſeen the model at the 
mock, feſtival exclaimed, « See the handker- 
chief of the knight of the ſable arms“ A cir- 
cumſtance ſtill more ſingular ſolicits the atten- 
tion of the grand vizir; Simouitapha had upon 
his head a fillet ſet with precious ſtones, and a 
magnificent diamond which he had got from 
the caliph. —Giafar pronounced with a loud 
voice the words which were engraved upon the 
fillet; « Given by the caliph Haroun Alraſchid 
« to his nephew Simouſtapha, ſon of the 1 55 = 
. I 1 | 
A confuſed noiſe was heard ebene quar- | 
ter: © It is the ſon of the king of the Indies,” 
they exclaimed; * it is the PRE) nen 
Pha 75 i 
In the mean ne Meſrour had died the 
handkerchief to the caliph : „ Who has de- 
livered to you that handkerchief ? ſays the ſo- 6 
| — vereign eagerly.—* It was on the Mead of the 
$ man whom you have condemned.” —« Are my 
orders executed ??—« No, Sire; I come to re- 
ceive them” — Fly, run, Meſrour; preſerve 
CYST EUN TSS fared ee x 
| e e 344.0 
| M 2 Giafar 
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Giafar had anticipated his orders; the ſur- 
priſe and the cries of the people had induced 
him to bring Simouſtapha into the preſence of 
the caliph: The prince arrived at the foot of 
the throne; and the firſt object which ſtruck 
the commander of the faithful was the dia- 
mond which had formerly been” ſent to the 
great king of the Indies. \ 

«© What !“ faid he to Simouſtapha, © are you 
the ſon of my brother the king of the Indies?” 
—& You fee it to be the caſe, moſt glorious 
caliph !”-— And are you the warrior to whom 
I owe my honour and my life.” —« Behold-the 
wound I received before Damaſcus, and which 
was the occaſion of your beſtowing upon me 
ſuch tokens of friendſhip.” —& And are you al- | 
ſo the admirer of my daughter Uſetilſone FF 
Lou fee her flave and your's.” , | 

« May a thouſand thanks be rendered to 8 
great prophet !” exclaimed the caliph, © Is it 
you then, Simouſtapha, whom I have cheriſh- 
ed from your infancy, and to whom I have de- 
ſtined the hand of my daughter? You could 
have had no rival but the knight of the ſable 
arms, and you are that ſame knight, whoſe 
ſervices I never thought that I could have ſuf- 
ficiently rewarded with the hand of IIſetilſone, 
and the richeſt crown of the eaſt! I hold in 
my arms 3 object of my gratitude, and that 

of 
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ef my love: Ah! why conceal yourſelf from 
me under the appearance of a cook? 
e Moſt illuſtrious commander of the faithful, 
replied Simouſtapha, the divine charms of II- 
ſetilſone early made a lively impreſſion on my 
foul : Scarcely was ſhe animated with the firſt 
breath of life, when I felt myſelf inflamed 
with love; the deſire of poſſeſſing her bore ab- 
ſolute ſway in my heart. A ſage Perſian, of 
whom I was the pupil, pointed out to me the 
road to happineſs; and propoſed that I ſhould go 
to Bagdad, and there breathe the only air which 
would agree with my health, which declined 
every day. As my father put the moſt com- 
plete confidence in him, he eaſily obtained his 
conſent,. by concealing from him the true mo- 
tive of an abſence upon which my repoſe and 
felicity depended. Thanks to his contrivance, 
the ſon of a great king of the Indies fixed 
himſelf in a fituation to which he owed the 
ee eee eee pts 
he adored. 
[a Mach bean depeivad dne Wen aid movers 
nour, but it could not rob me of the fecrets with 
which he intruſted me: Young, the dupe of my 
paſſion, inexperienced, I fell a victim to love.— 
If this offend you, and wound the too ſen- 
fible: heart of a father, my head is at your feet, 
* it alone; but I imploge your paternal 
M3 affection 


= 
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affection for the innocent princeſs, whoſe whole 
fault conſiſts in her love for Simouſtapha. T“ 

The caliph, moved with ſuch an affecting 
atknowledgment, tenderly. lifts up the young 
prince, and havingembraced lum afreſh, «Come, 
my dear ſon! ſaid he to him, let us- diflipate 
the grief you have occafioned; let your pre- 
fence diſpel” the clouds which have raiſed im- 
proper ſuſpicions in the heart of the "_ 225 
fectionate of mothers.” 

Zobeida was alone with her 3 _ 
was demanding from her an explanation of 
the conduct of the old governeſs, at the very 
moment when the Indian prince entered to dif- 
fuſe joy and delight. Simouſtapha, with the 
royal fillet on his head, and diſplaying the brilliant 
taſſel with which it is ornamented, was introduced 
to the wife of the caliph and. her daughter 
* Receive from the hands of the great pro- 
phet and mine, ſaid. their ſovereign, © you, a 
ſon-in-law, and you, a huſband. This is Simou- 
ſtapha, the ſon of the great king of the Indies, 
the moſt ancient, the moſt powerful, and the 
moſt faithful of my allies.” Then addrefling 


— HtTinſelf to his attendants: Get the cadi and 


the mufti inſtantly :—Open the moſques: Let 
all my people celebrate this joyful feſtival— 
Let the poor receive my alms :—Let all Bag» 
dad participate of the joy of the ſovereign; and 
1 TT 55 
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let it diffuſe itſelf into the moſt remote quarters, 

of my empire. Behold my deliverer! my ſon 

in-law, and the protector of the ſtandard of re- 

n! The duty of OE is above n 
| law.” . 

Ilſetilſone and her Huſband: are lodged i in he 
moſt beautiful apartment of the palace; he par- 
takes of the labours and the amuſements of the 
caliph; ſits at his right hand in the divan ; 
and nothing is done without his advice. An un- 
limited confidence eſtabliſnes between them a 

" The caliph did not fal to | inform himſelf of 
al the extraordinary means uſed by his ſon- in- 

la for the ſucceſs of his wiſhes. Simouſtapha 
owns his ſupernatural protection; he tells him 
of the queen of the genii, of the powers that 
were incloſed in the box and in the ring; but 
he conceals the complaiſance of Namouna, and 
the part ſhe had acted in the intrigue... It is 
eaſy to perceive the reaſons for this con- 
F ̃ 
Haroun, already PE WOFY to- ee e 
adventures, eaſily believed Simouſtapha. He 
did not blame him for availing himſelf of ma- * 
gic, the ſtudy of which he had encouraged in 
his court. He found fault with him, however, for 
having neglected to inform the king of the Indies 
of the fortune of his only ſon, “ His inquie- 
made, 
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_ tude,” anſwered the prince, © muſt be very 
much alleviated by looking upon the roſe- 
buſh which my tutor Benalab left in the gar- 
den of the palace: It gives a daily account of 
my adventures, fortunate or not; and, ſince I 
have had the good fortune to be loaded with 
the favours of the greateſt ſovereign upon earth, 
the buſh muſt this day ſhow him that I have 
nn ̃ . eek 
Simouſtapha thought very - juſtly in this re- 
| ſpe. The kiug and queen of the Indies con- 
templated the rofe-buſh every day; it only caſt 
— off the flowers with which it was loaded, to give 
way to more beautiful ones; and thus they con- 
foled themſelves during the - abſence of their 
ſon, convinced that nothing bad had befallen 
him. This day they were very agreeably ſur- 
priſed z they ſaw a bloſſom of a roſe, already 
This phenomenon appeared to them quite ex- 
traordinary, but it wonld- have been neceſſary 
for them to have been at Dagdad,, in order. to 
find out the meaning of it. 
|  Uſerilfone had juſt given birth to a young 
Ub prince; Simouſtapha, Haroun, and Zobeida 
were full of joy; all the faithful Muſſulmans 
celebrate with feſtivals this happy event. The 


4 
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The queen of the genii preſided at his birth, 
and endowed him with her art. In the mean 
while, the commander of the faithful and his 
ſon-in-law implored what was more eſſential for 
him in the great moſque at Bagdad. 

Every thing preſaged to the family of the ca- 
liph an uninterrupted courſe of proſperity; but 
a cloud gathered againſt it in Egypt. Naraes, 
the ſon of Mamouk the magician, attentive to 
the fountain which was to regulate h's proceed- 
ings, perceived its water troubled : He ſent two 
ſpirits to the aſſiſtanee of his father; but the 
water is ſoon tinged with blood; he ſaw that 
his power had been ineffectual, that Mamouk 
was dead; he, therefore, breathes nothing but 
vengeance. The laſt chamber, by his magie 
wand, had pointed to him all the adventures of 
Mamouk at the houſe of Simouſtapha: He fur- 
niſhes himſelf with every thing that he ĩmagines 
can contribute to his ſucceſs, and ſets out for 
Bagdad. It is no longer into the houſe of '# 
private perſon that he muſt introduce him- 
ſelf; it is into the palace ef the caliph. Na- 
raes, it is true, has a great advantage over 
his father: He is powerful and active, he has 
no need to have recourſe to ſo many viles, in 
order to aſſociate another with him, for = 
firſt who comes can anfwer his purpoſe. 


Kd 
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| Naraes, after much fatigue, and many by- 
roads, arrives, like his father, at the Ilfara and 
the Aggiala. Here a poor fiſher-man, who has 


taken nothing with his net during the whole 
day, is bemoaning his bad luck: How _ 


| be able to maintain his family ? 


The magician, who had already diſcovered X 
the cauſe of his grief, accoſts him, and puts a 
piece of gold into his hand : « Conſole yourſelf, 
good man,” ſaid he to him, I ſympathiſe with 
You, in ſeeing you labour without ſucceſs ; but 
you don't know the proper bait: Quit your net, 
take a line, and, at the diſtance of a few paces 


from hence, you will find, under a rock, a fiſh 


of a ſingular ſpecies: T am going to collect a 


little earth, of which I will make a ball, and 


| bedew it with a ſtrange fort of water. With 


this charm you muſt let your line fall from the 
top of the rock, and, by having a little patience, 
you will catch a beautiful fiſh. This uncom- 


mon fiſh appears now and then in theſe rivers ; 
and this is the ſeaſon of it. It is called Sul- 


tan Hibraim, from the name of the patriarch 
who preſerved: its ſpecies. After you ſhall 


| have taken it, you muſt not carry it to the ca- 


lpb.z this ſovereign contents himſelf, upon the 
whole, with too frugal fare; but take my ad- 
vice, and fell it to the prince en who 
will give you what you aſk for it I have not 

time 
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time to ſtop at preſent to witneſs your ſucceſs; 
I muſt return to my warehouſe. I am the firſt 
dealer in china, as you enter at the right hand 


by the great gate of the Kan; come to me to- 


morrow morning, I will give you one or two 
bottles full of my water, and we ſhall perhaps 
ſpend the day in fiſhing: He now gives him 
another piece of gold: * Here, this will com- 


penſate for the time that I may have made you 


| loſe; or it will ſerve for an earneſt in what I 
ſhall employ you . to-morrow.” He now leaves 
the fiſherman, who had already ſtruck the 
rock, and who ee waits for what Naraes 
had promiſed. | 

Simouſtapha and Iſetilfone never dreamed 


that a dangerous ſtratagem was going on againſt | 


them at the river. They had, with the con- 
ſent of the caliph, been paying a viſit to the 
amiable ſovereign of the genii, who had loaded 
them with kindneſs. IIſetilſone had obſerved 
in the palace of the queen of the fairies a bird 
diſtinguiſhed for its brilliant and variegated 
- plumage: It had been created in order to inha- 
bit the terreſtrial paradiſe ; but, having refuſed 


homage to Solomon, that it might pay it to 


Kokopileſobe, it was baniſhed to Ginniſtan: 

Familiar, confident, full of charms, this beau- 
tiful bird remembered the paſt, gueſſed at the 
en, and foreſaw the future. * ſpoke little; 
but 


244 ARABIAN TALES, 


but what it ſaid was very well underftood by 
thoſe who had been accuſtomed to hear it. 
The beautiful princeſs of the Indies became 


very fond of this bird; Setelpedour eagerly 


embraced. the opportunity of obliging her dar- 
ling princeſs anew, by praying her to accept it. 
I give you,” ſaid the queen to her, „a very 
intereſting little creature; it appears to me 
to. be very much inclined to attach itſelf to you, 
and it will give you excellent advices; take care 
to liſten to them, and overlook none of them ; 
Beſides, although it be at your houſe, and 
in your amiable hands, it will not believe that 
it is in exile; for it has, I know not how, got 
into its little head that it will not be able to 
get back to its native country but by travelling 


upon the earth. See, there is its cage; it does not 


ſbut. It is impoſſible to confine it; it goes and 
comes as it pleaſes; but, before you take it a- 
way, it muſt leave me ſomething here. « Come, 
little bird, give me two of thy feathers.” Upon 
this, the little creature preſents its tail, and 
two feathers remain, without her pulling them, 
in the hands of the queen. | 

The two conſorts — thanked the fairy, 


| ſet out with the bird and its cage for the palace 


of the caliph: They enter into their own, where 
the eunuch Hachim, the principal cook, had 


6 ſiſh {till alive; it is 


called, 
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called, ſaid he, Sultan Hibraim, becauſe the 
patriarch regaled Mahomet with it at Medina. 
The excellent cook gave but a very indiſtinct 
account of its genealogy, for, probably, he re- 


ceived no better from the fiſherman ; but he | 


had given ſixty ſequins for the fiſh. 


Every body was curious to ſee this creature; 


it was allowed to bathe in a large filver ba- 
ſon, in the water of the river from whence 


it was taken, The water in which it was ſeem- 


ed to be filled with topaz, rubies, and eme- 


ralds: Its head appeared to be covered with 2 
helmet of gold, the creſt of which was ſet with 


pearls: The ſhell of the half of its body, being 
a great deal larger than that towards its tail, 
tinged with purple, and embroidered with gold, 


exhibited a ſuperb covering; its fins, which 
were of the colour of coral, were e blended with 


ſpots of an azure hue. 


« O-what a beautiful flu! en 


ſite!” exclaimed rr and Ilſetilſdne 
by turns. 


Fy, fy, fy, fy! cried the bird in its on lan- 
guage, and _ a | tome r to pierce their 


cars. 


 & This beautiful bird has a diſguſting cry,” 
Fad the princeſs; © it gives me a head-ach.— 
But ſee here ar agg onpayt ad look at its eye, 
it has ſomething tender.” | 
Vor. Il. 3 « Bad, 
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« Bad, bad, bad, bad! cried the bird, in a 
tone ſtill more piercing.” 
« My dear Simouſtapha, ” ſaid the princeſs, 


4e if this bird has ſuch a piercing note, I ſhall 


not be able to keep it: I like this fiſh a great 


deal better.“ 


« Morſe, witch, voy worle “ | cried the 
bird, increaſing every time the eagerneſs of the 


notes which proceeded from its little gullet. 


Oh ! the fooliſh bird, notwithſtanding its 
beautiful-plumage, ſaid Ilſetilſone. We have a 
reſervoir for our baths, I will keep my charm- 


ing fiſh there: I will feed it with my own 


hand. Armee thou ſhalt be 
my ſultan. 

No, no, no, no 1” cried che wy quite 
provoked; and, flying at the ſame time out of 
its cage, it darts into the baſon, at the riſk of 
drowning itſelf, and deſtroys the eyes of the 


ih. It attacks its head, and tears off the pearls 


of the creſt diſplayed upon the helmet: The 
fiſh reſiſts; Ilſetilſone wiſhes to defend it; but 
the bird eſcapes from her, and pecks the fiſh 
in all the moſt tender parts of its body: The 
princeſs catches it at laſt, and, for fear of let- 
ting it eſcape again, ſhe ſqueezes it ſo cloſe in 

her hands as to ſuffocate it. 
Simouſtapha, who ſees this ſcene, fn not 
what to think of the bird and the fiſh; the lat- 
ter, 


* 
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ter, although expiring, {till reſiſted, and the ba- 
ſon was filled with its blood: They no longer 
perceived the fiſh ; the prince, terrified with this 
prodigy, calls the genius of = rings FINER ap- 
pears immediately 

Inform me, ſays Simouſtapha, e bean 
is this; quantity of blood that this fiſh has an 
and ſtill loſes? | 
„This bird,” anſwered the genius, c bas 
delivered you from a man who came here in 
order to aſſaſſinate you: He is the Egyptian 
Naraes, the ſon of Mamouk, the laſt of your 
enemies. He transformed himſelf into a fiſh, 
and ſuffered himfelf to be taken by the pare 
fiſherman who brought him to you, 
Carry him in this ſame baſon,” ſaid the 
prince, to the queen of the genii, that ſhe 
may do with him what ſhe pleaſes. The flave 
inſtantly diſappears, in order to execute ent or- 
ders of his maſter. kf 
Simouſtapha had not had time to caſt his 
eyes upon his wife z lie perceives her forrowful, 
and eager” to recover the bird which ſhe had 

deprived of life; ſhe attempts to warm it in her 
| boſom, and her eyes are bathed with tears. 
« What is the matter with. m_— load the 
prince. 
13 8 been e eee 2 fad the 
10 him; © I have killed this charming, this ex- 
| N 2 | cellent 
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cellent bird, which devoted its life to preſerve 


mine. Beſides, the queen of the genii parted 
with it, to give it up to an unreaſonable fan- 
taſtic being, to a murdering hand! I ſhall 
never have the confidence to appear be- 
fore my benefactreſs again: How I pity you, 
my dear Simouſtapha! the queen, your box, 
your ring, and your wiſdom, might have de- 
fended you from your enemies; but who ſhall 
be able to ſcreen you from the dangers which 


may reſult from-my caprice ?” 


« Your wiſe reflections, anſwered the prince, 


more affected by the forrow of his wife than 


by-the dangers to which he had been expoſed, 
«Why lay the whole blame upon yourſelf? Ought 
not I to blame myfelf for not having given you 
proper counſel ? In the ſituation in which we 


' ſtand, expoſed to dangerous ſurpriſes, ſhould E 


have given ear to the ridiculous hiſtory which the 
eunuch gave us of that fiſh ? I who, inſtructed 
by my experience, have been deceived by the 
beauty of a fruit which I had brought into my 
houſe, wliy ſhould I neglect to have recourſe 


to my box, inſtead of admiring, like you, the 


beautiful ſhell of a diſguiſed monfter ! Mode- 
rate your ſorrow, my dear Ilſetilſone, that I 


may appear excuſable in my own eyes : It is my | 
duty to go and throw-myſelf at the feet of the 
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queen of the genü, No PRs for my 
culpable neglect.” | 

% You ſhall not go far,” ſaid Setelpedour, 
preſenting herſelf ſuddenly to the two conſorts, 
« you reproach yourſdves ſo fincerely for your 
faults: that it were "cruelty to make you feel 
them any more; mmm 8 
wiſer for the future.” 

But this beautiful bird ! ſaid the princeſs for- 
rowfully.—I have taken care of it, ſaid the 
queen; here are two feathers which I have re- 
ſerved, in caſe its courage thould expoſe it too 
much to danger: We have a remedy for fairy- 
birds. Setelpedour at the ſame time takes the 
animal, and returns it its two feathers: The 
bird is inſtantly upon its legs; it ſpreads its 
wings, ſhakes them, exults for joy, flutters up 
and down the apartment, and reſts alternately 
on the ſhoulders of the fairy, che finger of Sis - 
mouſtapha, and the boſom of the princeſs, 
chirping in its own language the pleaſures of 
its re- animation: It returns into the cage, 
where it begins to eat, and forthwith emits the 
moſt melodious notes. b 

Ilſetilſone by at, abend her gaiety: 
« My good friends,” ſays the queen, „we will 
ſup, and ſpend part of the night together: I 
cannot be long abſent from Ginniſtan; and I 
OT UNPEP to the beſt advantage, all the 

N 3 time 
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time which I can ſpare from it: Simouſtapha 
will cauſe us be ſerved by Jemal and his little 
mute; let us leave pomp to thoſe who know 
not the value of liberty. Beſides, I muſt not 
be ſeen by every body; my ſubjects already 
aomplain that I am too fond of the earth; and 
we have affairs to converſe e eee 


ſilence and ſecrecy.” 


Setelpedour ſeated herſelf enn che con- 
forts; whom ſhe loaded with friendly careſſes: 
She relates to them the vengeance ſhe had inflict- 
ed upon the magician Naraes; for ſhe had chain- 
ed him with Daſouk, that deteſtable genius, the 
aſſociate and the accomplice of all the crimes of 


the Egyptian: They had been tumbled into the 


lake of brimſtone, where the father of Naraes 
had ended his days. «Your dangers are leſſen- 
ed, added the queen; but you are not yet 
ſecure againſt them all; in proportion as I de- 


liver you from your enemies, Feen | 


you conſtantly raiſes up new one. 
4 Hitherto I have had a bn abe na- 
tural innate malice of my ſubjects to . dread-: 


Nov it is neceſſary to prevent their ſtratagems; 


they affect to deſpiſe my orders; I watch them, 
and a bright ray muſt immediately dart through 
their dark deſigns. At preſent I explain myſelf 
no farther; I muſt provide for my own-ſecu- 
* above * and diſcover the dangers 
"ww 


.- 
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which threaten me: It is now of the greateſt 
importance, my dear ce, to be aſſu- 
red of your affection,” ,, 

« My heart is your's,” er the prince 
with emotion, ſcarcely maſter of his joy, I 
will never baniſh the dear IIſetilſone, re- 
plied Setelpedour.—“ I will remain with you, 
ſaid Ilſetilſone, “ in order to enable you to 
complete your conqueſt ; eſpouſe Simouſtapha z 
preſerve the throne on which you are ſeated, 
and I ſhall be at the ſummit of my wiſhes,” 

„What ſay you to it, prince?” ſays the 
queen.—“ I belong to Ilſetilſone, who may diſ- 
poſe of me as ſhe pleaſes, added Simouſtapha. 
„ Charming couple!“ exclaimed Setelpe- 
dour; & the one had convinced me that man 
may be paſſionately loved, the other reconciles 
me to every female. You make me feel the 
power of merit upon virtuous hearts! Adieu, 
fays ſhe, riſing from table; © be feeling, noble, 
and generous 2 To you I am indebted for the 
- moſt exquiſite joys; no imprudence of mine 
ſhall ever diſtreſs you!” Setelpedour leaves 
them, carrying with her the plighted faith of 
the conſorts, who, en account, are 2 leſs 
_ to each other. PTS (3.007 
We will omit an account of che ſenſations 
| Ach dhe tives mers tk at parting their dai 
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let fal your arms. But Benalad had not foro 
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ly viſits, the moments which Setelpedour could 


ſteal from the concerns of her court. 


The months roll on without any remarkable 
event, and without any particular emotion, ei- 


ther of paſſion or of intereſt. Simouſtapha be- 


held, with pleaſure, his charming family increaſe 
around him, which was augmented with a 
daughter. He was cloſely engaged in the af- 


fairs of the ſtate, the load of which fell, in a great 
meaſure, upon him; and, when he did not go 


to Ginniſtan, he exereiſed himſelf in the amuſe- 
ments of the chaccdae. 

Having forgot thindatigetembieh be had furs 
mounted, he overlooked the ſtratagems to 
which he was expoſed. He was perhaps tbo 
vain in not” conſtantly confiding in the aid 
which he might have expected from his ring 
or hisbox. Armed with his ſcymitar, and mount- 


ed upon His beautiful ſteed, he rejoiced in truſt- 


ing his fortune and the ſtrength of his arm to 
the diſplay of his courage. He had read in 
the inſtructions of Benalab a maxim which ten- 
ded to inſpire him with ſelf-confidence. «© When 

man's on powers are ſufficient; he ought to have 
no recourſe to ſupernatural aid. The ſage ſhould 

have added, „Vwhen ſurpernatural aid ſhalt 
have added freſn vigour to your faculties, never 


ſeen 
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ſeen every thing ; Benalab could not write eve- 
ry thing. 

One day, at the chace, Simouftaphan met with 
a ſtag ; he attacks it, but it flies off with ama- 
zing ſpeed. | The horſe, however, which car- 
ried the prince, ſoon gets within reach of it; a 
Javelin is launched, and it is wounded upon the 
ſhoulder. The javelin, though it pierces it 
through, is fixed in ſuch a ſituation as not in the 
leaſt to retard the animal, which now doubles its 
ſpeed.” 'The courſer too. which purſued it does 
not loſe an inch of ground. One would ſay 
that one flaſh of lightening was preceded by a- 
nother. The prince loſes breath; but the ar- 
dour with which he is animated augments his 
vigour, and he.is inſtantly out of reach ben 
*. 1 
At laſt, at the cloſe of the day, the ſtag flops; 
and on a ſudden diſappears; a violent guft of 
wind throws the prince from his horſe, and 
cloſe beſide him he finds a frightful beaſt. The 
ears of this monſter fell upon its breaſt; its terri- - 
ble mouth extended from ear to ear; its lips were 
enormouſly thick; and its flat noftrils exhaled 
an infectious vapour. In the middle of a large 
forehead, it had an eye which ſupplied the place 
of the departing day; for it diffuſed a pale light 
like that emitted from the ſulphureous combuſ- 
tibles of a vulcano. 


Upon 


i 
! 
| 
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Upon ſeeing this ghaſtly ſpectre, Simouſta- 
pha firſt recommended his ſoul to God, in- 


voking him by Mahomet, and then faced it with 


intrepidity. The ſpectre appeared to be aſto- 


niſhed with his fortitude, but was no leſs con- 


fident of victory over a man who was alone, 


- Deſpicable Muffulman ! faid the f elle to 
Ui ſlave of a flave! thou muſt juſt now ſuf- 
fer the puniſhment which hath been already de- 


nounced againſt Benalab thy maſter ; thou muſt 


receive the chaſtiſement which is due to thy pride 
for ever preſuming to command the genii, 
whom thou art unworthy to obey; thou muſt 
here anſwer for thy inſolence, thy injuſtice, the 
tyranny of thy "deceitful queen Setelpedour, 


againſt my maſter, the great Bahlifboull. 


Fall? die his victim, and his flavel At 
theſe words, the hateful monſter raiſes its enor- 


mous club, the knobs of which are pointcd with 
diamonds, and prepares to diſpatch Simouſta- 


Pha: The valiant prince avoids the blow, and 
with his ſcymitar ' cleaves the ſpectre from the 
crown of the head to the waift. 

In an inſtant, the earsof . are . 


| * with hideous ſhrieks and howlings, which the 


horrible darkneſs with which he was ſurround- 


ed rendered ſtill more frightful. © But the con- 


queror of the ſpectre is not to be terrified: His 
2 N ſteed 


ARABIAN TALES. 158 


ſteed approached it, and demonſtrated by his 
neighings, and the kindneſs he ſhows to his 
maſter, how he exulted in the victory. The 
howlings ceaſe, the illuſion is diſſipated; but, 
unfortunately, the Indian prince falls a prey to 
real dangers. 

Simouſtapha, ſurrounded with the ſhades of 
night, and unable to obſerve any of the places 
which he had hurrsl over on his ſwift ſteed, is 
perfectly ignorant where he is. Hedinds it im- 
poſſible for him to judge at what diſtance he is 


from Bagdad. Worn out with fatigue, he lies 


down upon the graſs: He waits for the ariſing 
of Aurora, that next morning he may direct 
his courſe towards Bagdad, and lets his feed 
range in queſt of food arqund him. 

The prince now perceives his imprudence in 1 
venturing out alone without his box and his 
ring. The power, however, which rendered 
him conqueror of the monſter, and which had 
enabled him to cleave the ſpectre in two, re- 
animates him. He ſleeps under the protection 
of that power which deſtroyed the infernal 
monſters, * the intervention; of the meaneſt 
| e Was: a dere W that 
he was at ſo great a diſtance from the princeſs, 
that it would take him years to reach her bj 
the ordinary route. A powerful charm Nor: 
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tranſported kins. to an ſummit of Mount Cau- 
caſus. | 
The- ſpectre, which had been enjoined by 
Bahliſboull to deſtroy the Indian prince, having 
transformed itſelf into a ſtag, hurried” him a- 
long in the purſuit. It allowed itſelf to be ſtruck 
with the javelin which was launched at it, and 
inſtantly enchanted the hand which threw it ; 
thus the conſort of the beautiful Ilſetilſone, 
bound by the charm, was carried along with 
the ſame rapidity as the ſpectre itſelf. 
Whilſt Simouſtapha was in the arms of ſweet 
ſleep, the ſpirits, who had witneſſed the com- 


bat in which their maſter had fallen, having 


become weak on account of his defeat, winged 
their way to the deſarts of Upper Egypt, whi- 
ther their chief had retired. Such a diſorderly 
and inſtant return, throws Bahliſboull into great 


conſternation; but, upon hearing the particulars 


of the combat, when he finds that Raſtras was 


cleft by the Indian prince, he flies into the moſt 


violent rage. He meditates on every ſcheme 
of vengeance that might tend to efface the in- 


ſult offered to his power. Since their enchant- 


ments have no effect, the hero muſt be beſet 


with ordinary dangers, by rendering his route 


almoſt impracticable. He muſt be exhauſt- 
ed by fatigue and hunger to ſuch a degree, that 
deſpair may ſucceed theſe two calamities: He 


ö 
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muft fall a prey to ferocious animals, when the 
want of ſtrength ſhall abandon him defenceleſs 
to their fury] But Setelpedour muſt be ignorant 
both of the time and place of fo great cruelty. 
This very inſtant the old genius aſſembles 
the ſpirits which had been baniſhed into the 
country which he inhabits, and whom he re- 
collected the very moment they arrived. De- 
part, ſays he to them, and ſurround the Indian 
prince, whom you will find, as you deſcend 
Mount Caucaſus, with a thick fog which fhall 
hinder him from reaching any part of Ginniſ- 
tan. The genii chearfully obeyed the orders 
of the maleficent prince; and, whilſt they go 
to ſteal Simouſtapha from the genii who pro- 
tected him, Setelpedour ſees all the cavalry of 
Bagdad diſperſed in the fields, and ſcampering 
through the cities, the towns, the hamlets, and 
the foreſts, in order to demand him of every 
object in nature, The caliph is quite impatient 
to find his ſon-in-law, who is dearer to him 
than the child whom he moſt tenderly loves. 
He ſpreads a report in the apartment of the fe- 
males, that Simouſtapha was obliged to depart 
ſuddenly, to execute a ſecret commiſſion. for 
him of the laſt importance. Zobeida and her 
danghter might be ee Bot TT 
dour was not to be impoſed-upon , 4 
Volk. 0 6 The 
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The queen of the genii inſtantly diſpatches, 
into the open country, the moſt active and in- 
telligent ſpirits ſhe had, and thoſe whom ſhe 
believed to be moſt devoted to her intereſt, in 
order to preſerve a favourite whoſe ruin they 
ſecretly defired. They ſkim over the whole 
earth, but bring back no notice that can alle- 

viate the diſtreſs of the queen: They ſaw the 
fog perfectly well which deſcended from Mount 
— Caucaſus, but none of them took the trouble 
to examine it. Setelpedour is inconſolable. 
T bere was at the court of the genii an old 
gnome named Bakbak : She was a great favour- 
ite, for ſhe had nothing malevolent in her 
temper; her fault was, that ſhe wiſhed to 
know every thing, to ſpeak continually, and 
upon every ſubject. She had been for a 
long time expelled the divan, becauſe every 
one there was to ſpeak in one's turn. She 
had a very young little nephew named Jazzel, 
a ge es ponies, oo irt e had been ber oun 
This 9 8 aber fas ner 
| againſt Setelpedour, in order that ſhe might 
judge candidly of her conduct on every occa- 
non. She heard of the deputation, which had 
been ſent into every quarter of the N 
| CD DL AE FIR 18 
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C Go,” ſaid ſhe to Jazzel, &“ thou haſt need 
to pick up information; thou haſt wings quite 
new, which will not fail thee ſoon; fly from 
one fide to another, perch upon eminences, 
and thus thou ſhalt have an extenſive proſpect. 
Glance upon the earth, and bring me the news; 
liſten to the inhabitants as thou paſſeſt ; they 
ſpeak a great deal at random, but a genius ought 
to be able to comprehend part of every thing. 
Thou ſhalt after wards come and give me an ac- 
count of whatever thou ſhalt have ſeen and 
heard; and if I ſhall be pleaſed with thee, Þ 
will teach thee the ſecret of pleaſing her whom 
thou loveſt beſt, In the mean time, I will 
put a ſort of oil upon thy wings, which ſhall 
make thee flie four times ſwifter than the reſt. 
 Jazzel ſets out after the genii, glad to try 
his new plumage. He ſoars above the reſt, 
and ſees them ſeparate from one another in or- 
der to execute their commiſſion: None of them 
approaches the earth for food; if they alight, 
it is for the ſake of repaſe. If they come near 
its inhabitants, it is to play ſome trick upon 
them; bee eee 
mation. 

Jazzel Sa to 7 the Fm 50 rv 


thoſe who were to inſpect Mount Cancaſus ; he. 


perceives the fog; he wiſhes to ſee through it; 
but it is too thick for his eyes, which are 
9 4 not 
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not as yet very piercing. The emiſſaries of 
Setelpedour ſkim along far above it, without 
examining it. At length, having deſcried 
people at the foot of the mountain, he ſtops 
to hear what they would ſay. | 
Behold, aud they, a very thick and infec- 
tious fog! How is it poſſible for it to have 
riſen from the ſands, where there is not a drop 
of water? It is a very extraordinary phenome- 
non; there is ſurely ſomething very malignant 
within it; it forebodes ſome calamity ! 
Jaxzel picks up this obſervation as he paſſes, 
and continues his route; to this he adds other 
trifling particulars, collected here and there, in 
order that he may be able to give an account | 
of them to his old aunt ; for the ſecret ſhe had 
promiſed to diſcloſe to him ſticks in his heart. 
As ſoon as he ſees the emiſſaries of the queen 
return, he flies back to Bakbak, and gives her 
aà more faithful account of his expedition than 
| they do of their's to Setelpedour. 

The gnome weighs every circumſtance. « Do 
you ſee,” ſays ſhe, © how the affairs of our queen 
are conducted ünce ſhe has got in love?—ls 

this ſo great a fault? I think that I could par- 

daon it myſelf. But, no, no, no. A man ty, 
a a man! Well! there are both good and bad !— 

But, Jazzel, do you not tell me that theſe pea- 

fants were * of the phenomenon during 

PER 'the 
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the thick miſt, and that there was ſomething 
malignant in it? I will talk to our queen a- 
bout it; and immediately the old gnome trots 
off to relate to Setelpedour the diſcoveries which | 
the young genius had made in his journey. - 
The queen heard her with patience ; and, as 
ſoon as ſhe bad diſcovered, from the raving of 
the old Bakbak, the negligence of her emiſſa- 
ries, ſhe naturally preſumes that there is ſome? 
thing ſuſpicious in the fog. She therefore in- 
ſtantly arms herſelf with her whole power, and 
has recourſe to 20 expedient. Although a 
yet, in ſpite of both them and the elements, 
ſhe ſhows herſelf to be the Pg a 
Kokopileſobe. | 
The caliph, on the other hand, ene 
the fruitleſs reſearches which he had cauſed 
be made, and ſtill unable to ſuggeſt his fears 
to Zobeida and his daughter, availed himſelf of 
the grand feſtival of the Haraphat . Here, 
with more than uſual ſolemnity, he offers the 
facrifices, by which the faithful Muſſulmans 
endeavour to procure the favours of heaven, 
n the great prophet. 
e | Haroun 
N Had, A mountain of Sas upon which 
thoſe who make a pilgrimage to Mecca commonly 


offer facrifices. Here they ſlaughter 6 and 
throw ae tos * | 
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Haroun, ſurrounded with the mufti, and the 
principal prieſts, ſacrifices, with his own hand, 
two yellow heifers fifteen months old, and two 
ſheep of the largeſt kind. And he accompanies 
theſe teſtimonies of devotion with the moſt fer- 
vent prayers for the preſervation and the re- 
turn of Simouſtapha. The 2 8 25 re- echo 
them by their vows. 
W dilſt ſadneſs reigns in the Pane Zobeida 
conceals her grief from her daughter. The 
princeſs finds herſelf alone, and deſtitute of 
conſolation ; the queen of the genii comes no 
more; every object around her wears 2 dole- 
ful aſpect; tears flow from every eye; Namou- 
. na ſobs: Iſetilſone can ſupport it no longer; ſhe 
throws herſelf upon a ſopha, and | Hours forth 
the moſt doleful lamentations. 7 
Peace, peace, peace l cries the beautiful 
bird. Peace ?” ſays ſlie, « Alas? there is no 
more peace for me: Simouſtapha i is dead !” 
No, no, no?” cried the bird. How! 
n bird, not dead? Lives he . Shall I 
fee him again?“ 
Jes, yes, yes ”—« When wil * happy 
moment arrive!“ 4 Soon, ſoon, ſoon!“ 
How much you comfort me ! Weep no more 
then, my good Namouna, we ſhall ſee Simou- 
| Rapha again.” She then takes her pretty bird 
and careſſes it: Thou en ad life, dear bird ! 


2 ; fays 
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fays ſhe-to it, and I did every thing to take a- 
way thine, can I ever forgive mylclt?”. 

- It is worthy of remark, that, in all the di- 
ſtreſs of the princeſs, no ſuſpicion of jealouſy 
was ever mixed with it: She had not ſeen 
the queen of the genii ſince the departure of 
her huſband, and ſhe did not imagine her ca- 
pable of carrying him off. Zobeida was not 
ſo eaſy in this reſpect; but ſhe would not diſ- 
cover it. As to the caliph, his own reli- 
gion, and chat of his ſon-in-law, removed his 
fears. | 
The Star of the 8 ſoon Nöctied the | 
ſummit of Mount Caucaſus z the perceives the 
fog, the work” of the malignant Bahliſboull. 
'The winds, which ſhe raiſed ſuddenly, diſſipated 
theſe vapours : And ſhe at laſt fees the idol of 
her ſoul, pale, exhauſted, dejected, and in a fi- 
tuation fitted to melt the. moſt obdurate heart. 

For ten day, Simouſtapha, amid frightful 
deſarts, could only direct his ' courſe by the 
ſtars; he knew not what part of the globe he 
was traverſing : He raked up the roots with his 
fabre, or climbed the trees for wild and un- 
known fruits, to abate the cravings of hunger. 
He travelled the whole day, increaſing, by his 
own impatience, that of his noble courſer: He 
ſell in with an immenſe deſart; another of 
2 extent * itſelf to his view; he 

| paaſſes 
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paſſes. the night upon the cold earth, and is 
ſubjected, during the day, to the fatigues and 
the influence of a ſcorching inhoſpitable cli- 
mate. AGM F RIO 
The Indian prince, worn out with ſo many 
hardſhips, ſtopped by the fide of a ſpring to 
quench his burning thirſt: When about to 
ftoop towards the ſtream, a lion, ſpringing 
ſuddenly from the neighbouring foreſt, darts 
upon the hero's. ſteed. Simouſtapha immedi- 
ately draws his ſcymitar, divides, at one blow, 
the ſcull of the lion, and brings him ta the 
ground: The horſe bounded for joy; but the 
prince, exhauſted by this 1aſt effort, falls mo- 
tionleſs on the graſs: It was in this ſituation he 
was perceived by the queen of the genii. 4a 
At the fight of the dangers to which the Indian 
prince had been expoſed by the black inchant- 
ments of Bahliſboull, Setelpedour, animated 
dy vengeance and love, wiſhed to gratify at 
once the paſſians with which ſhe was overpower- 
ed: Love, however, prevails : She hurries to- 
_ wards the earth, and, with the moſt lively ca- 
reſſes, reſtores to the light bim whom the 
ſhades of death appeared to ſurround.  *- 
by the demonſtrations of her tenderneſs alone, 
and makes uſe of no other magic except that of 
love. She ſoon perceives his eyes ſparkle with 
2 
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a luſtre, which ſhe preferred to all the rays of 
light that the objects around her continually re. 
flected ; and, that the may increaſe his happi- 
neſs, ſhe endeavours to animate them more Si- 
mouſtapha,' having recovered his ſpeech and in- 
tellectual faculties, finds himſelf in the arms of 
her whom he had invoked to no purpoſe ſome 
moments before, becauſe he had neglected the 
means of his own ſafety. His panting heart 
forbids him to put upon her * the ſeal * his 
gratitude. 
I underſtand what you mean,” ſaid the 
queen; * but think of nothing of that ſort 
till you recover your health and vigour.” She 
now riſes : The firſt ſhrub ſhe meets with fur- 
niſhes her with a twig, with which ſhe draws 
A circle round Simouſtapha. She finds beſide her 
the plants which were neceſſary for the inehant- 
ment which ſhe was about to prepare; and the 
words which ſhe pronounces inſpires it with the 
eſſential virtues, In an inſtant the Indian prince 
experiences a bappy change. In a moment he 
recovers all his vigour; he riſes, and with rapture 
kiſſes the beneficent hands to which he owed 
ſuch timely aid. All the ſentiments of his 
heart ſtrive for vent at once; and, though they 
| burſt forth without thejleaſt order, they ſeem to 
be no leſs dear to her who is the object of his af- 
fection. At the ſame time, however, hediſcovers 
| the 
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* moſt exquiſite e upon acconnt x 
Uſetilſone. | 


Conſole yourſelf, my dear Simouſtapha ! ſays 
P to him; my thoughts have centered 
wholly upon you, fince you were in danger. By 
being at too great a diſtance, however, from my 
palace, a conſpiracy has been formed, which 
has turned out too much to the e 
of your enemies. Beſides, your conſort, be- 
ing almoſt always with her mother, I contented 
myſelf in having left with her an intelligent 
creature, which will not fail to'confole her. It is 
my little bird: Its advices are not tireſome; 
for it ſpeaks but one word, but that can be in- 
fallibly depended upon. Now, fince you are 
reſtored, we will take our route towards the 
palace. Tou muſt have need of food after the 
long abſtinence you have had, and 1 will _ 
with conduct you to your amiable conſort. © 

Upon this, the queen ordered her car to ap- 
proach the earth: Three clouds, variegated with 
all the colours of the rainbow, deſcend and pre- 
fent two ſeats, much more commodious than the 
beſt ſophas one can imagine. Setelpedour and 
the prince take their ſeats z the latter began to 
feel uneaſy on account of his courſer; but the 
queen had anticipated his defire. Few bb pai 
ceives his ſteed cleave the * with his 
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gilded wings, cloſe beſide the fine feat on which 
the loving couple ſet out for Ginniſtan. 

As they ſkim along, Simouſtapha wiſhes to 
relate his adventures. Setelpedour interrupts 
| him. #* Let; us here conſign to oblivion the 
fnares which have been laid for you: I know 
all the dark deſigns of my enemies; I am not 
ignorant of their malice, and of the tormenzs 
which they have occaſioned to you: But we 
are now, my dear Simouſtapha, ſurrounded 
with the beauties of nature. Here I could wiſh 
to remain with you, were it not giving a fatal 
blow to two hearts, the happineſs of which 
| intereſts me as much as that of my own. 

Speak to me about love, and let us forget both 
the perfidious meaſures which they have enter- 
ed into againſt us, een Rr roomy 
ought to inflit upon them.” Fr. 

„ Ah! who would not forget! them,” Ga 
the prince, tranſported with love, * in preſence 
of the moſt beautiful object under heaven, who 
is ſatisfied with. being loved; and who, although 
ſhe deſerves to have altars erected to her, only 
ſtrives to oblige others, and 3 * ave 
_ facrifices herſelf? 

The clouds Wenge debe the gates & the 
palace: Simouſtapha is there ſerved with con- 
denſed perfumes, under the moſt alluring forms, 
and the moſt agreeable colours; his ſtomach is 

; braced 
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braced without neee e reſtores is 
uſual appetite. - 

Let us depart,” AE. 40 . 
eee with our dear Ilſetilſone; let us car- 
ry to her ſome of theſe ragouts; I ſhall be very 
happy to let her perceive the flavour of them; 
I have nothing that I would not ſhare with her; 
I-would 1k yg e ee RES cg 
value it more. 
x6; Let us go,” Gaps Simouſtapha 3 En 09 
you fri inform zee wity yourdephreciate the yow-r 
er which affords us ſo much enjoyment.” . > 
Let us mount our chariot, ſays the queen; 
e“ that is meet only to be told in private. 
It is becauſe it prevents me from eſpouſing one 
whom 1 paſſionately love.“ | 6p | Fx! 1 
not arrive without being announced; this was. 
the office of the pretty bird: Zobeida bad juſt 
left her daughter's room, when 2: pp 
creature began to cry Simouſtapha! 2 

..«< Simouſtapha!” anſwered. eee e 
4 What doſt thow fe, my dear bird? an the | 
ed eee. n Simouſtaphs! * 
Where? from, what quarter ?” ſaid Na- 
mouna, running like one ene be 
28 ee e e £14) ee 
2 23 N 1 10:5 


* 
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In the mean time, the company, which 
the bird had announced, arrived by the win- 
dow. Simouſtapha is in the arms of IIſetilſone, 
whom he loads with tears and kiſſes; the queen 
of the genii likewiſe embraces him; and the 
ener eee ee brave! 
brave | 
When this firſt tranſport was over, they fe 
down; they prattle, they relate ſtories; ſometimes 
they ſpeak all three together. One would have ima- 
gined that they had not ſeen one another for an 
age. At length the repaſt is ſerved up. In ſuch cir- 
cumſtances, even although ſomething had been 
wanting in the palace of the caliph, one may 
eaſily perceive n e e b ee g 
diſpenſed with. 
- Namouna, whe kad ee froze: ene 
nothing, immediately returns, attracted by the 
noiſe, to liſten at the back-door, «© Enter, 
good Namouna, enter?!” ſays Setelpedour to her, a 
little ſurpriſed at the curioſity of the old gnome; 
4 Are you curious to fee me?“ Yes, ma- 
dam; I ſee that you are as good as beautiful 
You are very obliging, Namouna; and I wiſh 
to do you ſome ſervice.” —Ah! madam, that is 
very eaſy to you who can do all things; pray 
madam, make me young again.“ I have a 
preferable piece of ſervice to render you ; it is 
t wiſh you continual good health; and my ſxil- 
"wot. P ful 
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tul little bird is e ee eee 
ou.“ . 
jt « Sleep |. ſleep! fleep lo fays the bird. 

c I know this as well as it does, ſays Namou- 
na; ( yet Lam not a forcereſs, madam.” —« But, 
ſuppoſe. I give you a potion, which, by lulling 
you aſleep, ſhall reſtore to you the bloon and 
vigour of youth ??—« Give me only the hun- 
dredth part of your's, madam, and I ſhall think 


myſelf more beautiful than the full moon. 


« Come, Namouna, be not uneaſy: You de- 
light in chearfulneſs; I with you to poſſeſs more 
grace than ever: Tou ſhall have dimples in your 
cheeks, a charming ſhape, and a handſome lit- 
tle foot. I thank you, madam.” IIſetilſone 
diſmiſſes her governeſs ; the repaſt is ended; 
RW of the: gent returned to Gin- 

niſtan. 
| eee the: palace after the | 
mene 
his repoſe, and they put off till the morrow the 
good. news which they had, to impart to him. 
In the mean time, joy reigned throughout all 
the apartments of the young prince; the eu- 
nuchs awaked all the ſlaves, who riſe up, and 
eceive from Namouna an account of all that 
ſhe has ſeen: They all give themſelves up to 
wanſports of joy. She had well nich wrought 
EL TED I | 18 
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a happy change in the organs of the little 
mute, by reſtoring him his ſpeech. _ 
As ſoon as the caliph had opened his eyes 
Simouſtapha was at his feet; they load each o- 
ther with careſſes: The ſovereign inſtantly 
cauſes communicate to Zobeida a piece of , news 
which ſo materially concerned his happincis and 
Fes 

The Muczins ſoon b 00 the top of the mi- 
narets, to ſummon the people to the moſques. 
Thankſgivings were due to the Almighty and 
his great prophet: The empire of the Muſſul- 
mans had juſt recovered. the hero to whom it 
was indebted: for all its luſtre. - 
The diminution of taxes, the diffuſion of 
alms, the releaſe of priſonefs, the noiſe of war- 
like inſtruments, the military feſtivals, all con- 
ſpired to teſtify the joy of the commander of 
the faithful, and to augment the happineſs of 
the people, who, at laſt, ſaw their. hero a- 
The Indian prince imparted to his family the 
adventures which had ſo unfortunately miſled 
him from Bagdad. He agreed with. them in 
_ blaming himſelf for having neglected ſuperna- 
tural aid, with which his protectreſs and the 
Perſian philoſopher had furniſhed him. He 
likewiſe related in what manner the beneficent 
e ee eee Hogs (hs 

P 2 ſnares 
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che prince with his daughter ; and he ordered 
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ſnares into which his imprudence had caſt him: 
Ile laid great ſtreſs on the moſt trifling part 


culars, and ſpoke with an animation vn a- 
armed Zobeida. 


She ſeized the firſt moment ſhe could find to 
mention him to her daughter. Don't you feel 
uneaſy,“ ſaid ſhe to her, © on account of the at- 
tachment of the queen of the genii for your huſ- 
band, and on account too of the exceſs of 


gratitude with which he appears to vy one 
rated ?? 


T, Madam ! replied Ilſetilfone, 1 jealois of 
the kindneſs with which the queen loads us ! 
Ah! notwithſtanding her power and her ami- 
able qualities, had ſhe in my eyes no other me- 


rit than that of diſcovering of Simouſtapha's, 
| tht would become the idol of my heart. If 
there is one ſtar in heaven captivated with the 


charms and virtues of my eme it ſhould 


become my fun. 


Ae love' has u firange ed on my 
daughter,” ſays Zobeida to herſelf, « or ſhe has 
leſs of my mind in her than of her father's; for 


I would not be eontent were J in her place. 


The caliph had liſtened with great attention 
to the relation of the laſt adventures of Simou- 
ſtapha. He made him alſo relate all thoſe 
which had preceded them fince the marriage of 


to 
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to make out a ee them. and depoſit it 
among his records. 

- The Indian prince, reaſſumed his ſeat in the 
private councils of the caliph, and in the divan. 
He likewiſe continued to join, to his uſual em- 
ployments, the agreeable. pleafure of going and 
paying: homage to the amiable queen of the ge- 
nü, who never received the viſit of the two 
conſorts without returning it next night, or with- 
out loading them with new favours. She de- 
fired Ilſetilſone to come and fpend a few days 
in her palace; the princeſs, however, had to 
obtain leave from the caliph, which he granted 
with pleaſure. 

nr 
on whom the queen of the genii had heaped ſo 
many preſents, ſhould: appear at her palace with 
empty hands. Neither did he wiſh that the 
ſhould be withdrawn any more from his ſight 
by che effect of magie; a circumſtance which 
which had opened their eyes upon objects of 
which he could have excuſed their ignorance. 
The caliph ordered his treaſures to be thrown 
open to Si 15 and alſo every thing ne- 
ceflary to be pre for the departure of his 
daughter, who was to ſpend the fine ſeaſon at 
Caſſer-il-Harais, his country ſeat, which is at the 
dance of three days journey from Bagdad. 

P 3 8 
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Cuaſſer-il-Harais is a magnificent caſtle, ſitu- 
ate on the banks of the Aggiala, of which the 
great prophet laid the firſt ſtone. Its front to- 
ward the gardens preſents us with three hun- 
dred and ſixty windows; the outſide of it is 
veneered with alabaſter, and marble from the 
eaſt, coped with garlands of the moſt precious 
jaſper ʒ the doors, which are of aloes and ſandal 
wood, turn upon hinges of gold; the inner part 
is inlaid and ceiled with roſe-wood. Nothing 


can rival the beauty of the furniture, and the 


lab. During the latter period of che prophet's 


fun. 


magnificence of the apartment; the ruby, the 
emerald, and the topaz, are here diffuſed with 
à laviſh hand. Mahomet began and finiſhed this 
daughter Fatima, when ſhe married Omar-Ha- 


abode upon earth, he frequently repaired to this 


palace, to receive, by the miniſtry of the angel 


with which he wrote the twelve laſt chapters of 
the Koran ee eee eee 
, enriched with diamonds. 

The garden which N 
was more beautiful than ay earth. In 
this blifsful retreat the was al- 
ways ſerene, and no doud Mer s veil over the. 


The 
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en see, czar | 3 
waſting mildew eee — * ere 
_ branches 
MIO re eee -the flow- 

of the immortality 
eee at ee ADP 


on tt dey — 
A refreſhin 
1 g rains peefyrved codineſ and ' 
in this delightful retreat. eee 
Birds, adornedvin the moſt gaudy p amg: 
4 wichout any confuſion in e 
eee of their ſpecies. ies. 
to this garden gainſt 18 
— ner of Ma 
| homer x eee 
22 e would have perceived only fright- 
arts, from which the howling of wi | 
—_ e e ew eee | 8 
2 is the place whither Simouſtapha, and 
PIs rt ir they will be at lber 
1 queen of the genii, without feem- 
| Gi a Wrrom the palace; it will be uy 
2 
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poſad-that they are. abſorbed in the enjoyments 
of the magnificent garden; it will be thought 
that they are fed with ambroſia, Lag 
. N 

Setelpedour is engaged in eee 
tions for their reception; but ſhe has reaſon to 
fear that Bahliſboult may ditturb the happy 
moments which ſhe wiſhes them to enjoy. This 
monſter had been tumbled into the remoteſt 
defarts of Upper Egypf; but ſhe was unable to 
ſtrip him of all his power: He was born a 
prince, and enjoyed every. where, however un- 
Ami CON er 
gin. n 

re Fares. io 2nogled wh aligns foie 


ne, the diſgrace of Ginniſtan, deteſted in hea» 


ven and on earth; they joyfully united under 
the orders of a genius - created . to command 
them. Their firſt capedition, wn; conſequence 
OE NET is hed 
not been ſucceſsful ; but; they would not have 
been diſcouraged by an entire defeat; rage ſup- 
ports them, and makes them blind to every 
danger. Created for action, or e eee 
forces them to enterpriſe. | 

Setelpedour, ed ok eee 


a of. her enemy, endeavours to lay a: ſnare for 


him, into which he may fall of his own accord. 
a e en the barrenneſs of the place, 
already 
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already curſed, which Bahliſboull had choſen 
for his reſidence ; he is forced to leave it: From 
hence he paſſes into a deſart {till INORG 
and no where finds repoſe. 

At laſt he diſcovers a little green turf, in the 
ſhade of a pillar of granite, which ſheltered it 
from the ſcorching rays of the ſun; he ap- 
proaches, and ſeats himſelf upon it. Six feet 
from the ground, upon the baſe of the monu- 
ment, he ſees a hieroglyphic, and haſtily reads, 
« Pillar, execute the ay of - queen 8 
« dour.“ 

He had ſcarcely peared theſe n 
when a chain of iron ſurrounds his body, and 
faſtens it to the pillar. The deſart immediately 
re-echoes with his bellowing; the monſters 
which inhabit it are alarmed, and conſtrained 
to abandon their holes. The genii, his attend- 
ants, filled with terror, forſake him; he re- 
mains alone in this frightful habitation; to — 
impotent rage, ſucceeds a calm ſtupidity. 
caſts his eyes at laſt upon his chains, — 
the fatal inſcription, by the effect of which he 
was loaded with them: He had not run over 

all the hieroglyphic characters, when the infor- 
mation he had received completes his deſpair : 
It contains this terrible ſentence ; Thou canſt 
* only be delivered by the power of a genius 
more wicked than thyſelf !? When the 
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fountains of the great deep were opened, did 
. another come forth from it ? Can another Ko- 
kopileſobe be found, ho is neither the grand- 
father nor the proteſior of the Star of the'Seven 
Seas? © 

When Setelpedour had ſettwed her quiet, 
ſhe wiſhed, in the mean time, to reward the 
old gnome for the ſervice the had done her : 
She calls her : * Tell me, Bakbak, what I can 
do for you'?” —<« O queen, ſays the old wo- 
man, © you can do a great deal, and what you 
have done may be attended with much danger: 
Nobody doubts that it was I who ſpoke to you; 
for it is well known that, although I ſpeak 
freely, I am diſcreet at bottom, and ſay no- 
thing, at leaſt very little. There is, however, 
a ſmall favour you could do me, and which 
wauld have no bad conſequences: For want of 
testh I ſpeak indiſtinctiy, ſo that 1 have not 
the ſatisfaction of underſtanding myſelf; pro- 
cure for me thirty-two teeth Every body 
would know of the preſent,” anſwered the 
queen, & and you would draw upon ꝓourſelf all 
the enemies you dread : I cannot in prudence 
| Inns Soar: very 00 en ow 
under jaw.“ 
Put — en « the 
2 * | 
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Let us leave the old Bakbak, to ſupply. by 
toilette, and let us attend to the preparations 
r „ e ee eee ee 
with his ſpouſe. 

The treaſures of an eee 
the prince; the collection of all the riches of 
the monarchs of the earth could not equal 
them; however, he ſees nothing comparable 
to what hie had ſeen at Ginniſtan. He finds a 
ſcymitar, the hilt of which is ornamented with 
diamonds, ſo excellent and ſo well ſet, that they 
ſeem to form one entire piece; he is leſs ſtruck 
with its brilliancy than with its ſize ; this wea- 
dinary ſtature; he is deſirous to try if he can 
uſe it; he draws it from the ſcabbard, brandiſſt- 
es it for a moment, and appears ſurrounded 
with lightening, ſo ſparkling is the ſteel of the 
blade: He endeavours to examine the mark, 
and diſcovers hieroglyphic figns which he does 
not underſtand ; he immediately calls the ge- 
nius of the box to give him ebe Berg 
them: Jemal appears. 

Obſerve theſe ſigns, ſays e to bum. 
Our queen alone, ſays he, can explain them 
to us, they are ſigns of power; but we 
know the ſcymitar; it fell from the formidable 
hands of Kokopileſobe, in the great combat 


$, 


hand, and their arm loaded with a large ſhield, 


which he carried. 
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which he loſt againſt Mahomet; the latter: has 
ince left it to his ſucceſſor, | Ws 

The prince of the Indies takes te, 
md preſents it to the caliph, as the only gift 
worthy to be offered to. the queen of, the genii. 
ln the mean time, the eſcort, which was to ac- 
company the conſorts to the palace of Caflar-il- 


 Harais, announced, by the noiſe of warlike inſtru- 


ments, his arrival at that of the caliph; It was 


compoſed of two thouſand men on horſeback, 


choſen from among the moſt diſtinguiſhed of the 
youth in the armies of Haroun; fix hundred 
Enights armed at all points, with a lance in their 


which was drawn by fix of the moſt beautiful 
elephants in the Indies; twelve camels were 
loaded with the baggage, 9 


fed the rear. 


Simouſtapha, 1 . his beautiful 
courſer, kept near the carriage; he was cover- 
ed with arms, the plates of which, raiſed with 
threads of gold, were encruſted with diamonds : 


with joy, toſſing its proud mane. Ilfetilſone 
admired the gracefulneſs of her ſpouſe, gently 


aten the courſer, cated with. the bunden 


A | 
* 
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This ſplendid retinue took the road to the 
en, the highways had been levelled; and there 
was no obſtacle to retard their march: The de- 
pendencies of the caſtle were immenſe, and afſ- 
forded convenient lodgings for all their train: 
None but Simouſtapha and the princeſs were 
allowed to enter the garden. The beauty which 
they found there filled them with rapture; 
but there was a curioſity ſtill more intereſting 
to the princeſs: It was a tree, the fatal fruit 
of which deſtroyed the human race. A ſer- 

pent ſurrounds the trunk, from which it can 
never depart z thick darkneſs covers its eyes: 
A bird of an azure hue, with its head and 
legs of the colour of gold, flutters conſtantly 
around the tree, perching upon all the branch - 
es ſucceſſively; it ſings none, but expreſſes its 
thoughts in the moſt correct Arabic. I 
When the bird had perceived the two con- 
forts, it ſtretched out its bill as a ſign of joy, 
and gave them the ordinary ſalutation: (Al 
| hail to the race of man; there is one God on- | 
Ws and Mahomet is his prophet” ) 

IIſetilſone was charmed with the prettineſs 
of its accent, and the Pari of its wages 
the is eager to interrogate it. 

Charming bird, ſays ſhe to i are you hap-- 
py to ſee us here ?—You are children of the 
prophet ; you have entered by the * gate; 

Vox. I. 7 you. 
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you muſt go out by that which "leads to hea- 
ven. — But we are going to Ginniſtan.—It is a 
journey which man makes every day upon 
earth. Do you diſapprove of mine ? No; be- 
cauſe you will bring back my wife, and our uni- 
ted endeavours may be able to recover our ſon 
whom you have left in the palace. What! are 
you the father of the charming bird which 1 
have, and which is ſo good It muſt become 
more ſo.—Why does not he ſpeak as well as 
yourſelf ?—Becauſe he has not had time to 
learn, and becauſe he turned his back upon 
the light, refuſing homage to the choſen pro- 
phet of God.—And your wife ?—My wife is at 
Ginniſtan; ſhe was inquiſitive, and is now ſuf- 
fering for her folly : We go there ſooner 
than we incline, and cannot return when we 
are willing. Then ſhe is with Setelpedour ?— 
Lou are right.—Do you love Setelpedour.?—I 
love every thing which comes pure from the 
Hands of e Almighty : I ſhall ſee Setelpedour 
when ſhe\ ceaſes to be a fairy.—Is it in her 
power to ceaſe to be one?—She has only to 
wiſh it —Do I act wrong in going to her ?— 
You are obeying the decree of heaven without 
knowing it.—I am delighted with you, my 
pretty bird ; allow me to bring your child to 
you, —He is a fairy, I would kill him; I can 
only ſee him at a + particular ue, and along 
| | with 
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with his mother, Suffer me to eat of the fruit 
of this tree ?—That is a womanith deſire; it 
was thus that your firſt mother drew. down up- 
on herſelf and upon you the wrath of heaven: 
beſides, there is the appearance of fruit only; 
you would eat nothing; and the ſerpent which 
you ſee would bite your heel; ſo that you 
would fall into real evil, without receiving any 
enj joyment.—That then' is the tree of know- 
ledge ?—It is a ſymbol of it—Where is the 
tree of life In the garden of the great pro- 
phet. My pretty bird, ſince you know all 
things, tell me why the ſea was made, and the 
time of its formation? — The Creator alone 
knows all things; the ſea was created on the 

day when Kokopileſobe revolted and was pu- 
niſhed ; the rebels were employed in digging 

/ its channel.—My lovely bird, may I eat of the 
other fruits which are here Go into the pa- 

vilion at the end of that walk; an entertain-, 

ment is there prepared for you : It is the place. 
where Mahomet retired to ſay his Prayers, and. 
perform his ablutions. ny | 
From the whole of this converſation, Simou- 
ſtapha perceived with regret, that the amiable. 

/ Setelpedour, as queen of the fairies, could not 
7 be agreeable to the great prophet. The love of. 
religion ſtruggled in his heart, with you which 
| he felt for this queen. ** 


G I | | 
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The two conſorts entered into the pavilion 
of Mahomet, where they found all kinds of 
fruit, which united beauty with the moſt ex- 
quiſite flavour: When they had finiſhed their 
repaſt, Simouſtapha, leaving Ilſetilfone in con- 
verſation with the bird, returns to the palace, 

to give notice to the chief of the eunuchs, that 
he is to retire for fix days into the pavilion in 
the garden with his ſpouſe, during which time 
they ſhould ſtand in need of nothing: A mo- 
tire proceeding from devotion is always laud- 
able; and the ſlave was far from ſuſpecting chat 
they had any other. 

Simouſtapha again joined his ſpouſe near the 
tree; he wiſhed to conſult the bird about his 
Journey. 

He demands of it, whether he ſhall em- 
ploy the genius of the box, or that of the 
ring “ What is itſelf uncertain,” anſwers the 
wiſe bird, © can exerciſe here no kind of pow- 
er; and its greateſt advaritage would confiſt in 
your being a ſlave to it; but you have no oc- 
caſion for ſuccours of that nature. Take one 
of my feathers, it alone will carry you to Se- 
telpedour; give it to my mate; it will remind 
Her of me, and procure for her the means of 
returning hither. She muſt conceal it careful- 
ly in her tail: Every thing that comes from 
me will afford von 2 hade wherever voy, Rg 
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What-I give you appears a weak inſtrument z - 
but there is nothing uſeleſs in the hands of the 


Creator.” 


The divine bird ſpreads his beautiful tail; a 
feather falls from it, which is transformed in 
an inftant into a commodious and ſplendid 
chariot, in which the two canſorts place them 


ſelves, and are conveyed to the ſteps of Setelpe- 


dour's throne. She comes down with all ſpeed 
to embrace them, and diſmiſſes her divan, with 


which ſhe had every reaſon. to-be diſcontented. 
The genii retire, caſting deſpiteful looks at the 


conſorts; the queen perceives it, and reſtrains i in 


the mean time the anger which filled her breaſt. 
I would ſeat you on my throne, ſays ſhe' to 
Simouſtapha and his ſpouſe, were I not afraid 


that you would be as little at your eaſe upon it 


as myſelf; my ſubjects are meditating a revolt; 
my attachment to you vexes them ;. they aſcribe 
to this all the deciſions which proceed from my 


- 


ſovereign will : If I hinder them from turning 


upſide down, by their outrages, the earth, over 


which they claim the command; if my pru- 
dence prevents tempeſts and wars; it is my love 
for Simouſtapha which hinders them from exe- 
cuting their ſchemes. I have cauſed Bahliſboull 
to be chained in the midſt of a defart, and his 
ſpirit acts here in oppoſition to my authority. 
* difficulties will not prevent you from be- 


1 Q3 ing 
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ing equally dear to me: I am going to rid my- 
ſelf of all the bonds which attach me to my ſub- 


zects; I will break them in pieces; they have 
been fullied, and they ought to unite us no more. 


1 long for the time which ſhall join me cloſely 
to you; my heart has already learnt to thake 
off every other chain; but you muſt aflift me 
in humbling my proud heart. Come, and re- 
vive, by your tender and unaffected careſſes, a 
foul fatigued by the diſorders which ſurround 
it, and the conflicts which it experiences. I 
know that you come from Cafſer-il-Harais. 
The inchantments of this place are no compen- 
ation for the innocent amuſements which you 
have 'forfaken; The companion of the bird 
which you ſaw entertains me perpetually. with 
the aſtoniſhing wonders of the garden of Caſſer- 
A.-Harais. From thence, ſays ſhe to me, iſſued 


che flame of truth, which enlightens the 


world. It burns there ſtill, under the moſt 


© diverſified - emblems. O that I could depart 


with you this moment, and retire to that undiſ- 
turbed afylum ! When I talk of happpineſs be- 
fore my bird, the word Cafſer-il-Harais. is al- 
ways in its mouth: But it tells me that the gar- 
den can be opened to no female Muſſulman, 

unleſs the is related to the vicar of God upon 
earth : It is not then enough that Simouſtapha 


give me his hand; if the generous Ilſetilſone 


"bee 
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does not alſo eſpouſe me, knowledge, ths 
and repoſe, are removed from me for ever. 
Could I. refuſe to adopt you for my ſiſter ! 
fays the princeſs : Your doubts rend my heart; 
you have won it; it belongs as much to you as 
to Simouſtapha. How happy am I, in having 
the half of myſelf. to beſtow upon you, that I 
may feel how much the whole is indebted ta 
your goodneſs | 
„ My dear friends!” replies Setelpedour, 
« every thing is going forward. in our favour ; 
but all is not over: I am ſtill upon the throne. 
I have neither broken the wand which ſerves 
me for a ſceptre, nor the taliſman which I hold 
of my grandfather : It is here that I muſt re- 
Gn my authority: It is here that I muſt tram 
ple my crown under foot: Whatever meaſures 
I ſhall reſolve upon, my act, deprived of all the 
eclat which I muſt give it, would overwhelm 
me with confuſion ;' I ſhould be expoſed to the 
danger of ſupplying the place of Bahliſboull up- 
on the pillar, to which I have chained him, in - 
the lower Thebais, and I ſhould abandon my- 
| ſelf to the vengeance of all my ſubjects. 
„ But, when I ſhall have accomplithed this 
great deſign, who will carry me from this dan- 
gerous abode, and convey me to uren 
raise „ | 
| «6 That 
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6 That ſhall be my care,” ſaid the -princeſs, 
holding in her hand the beautiful feather : 
This is the chariot which conveyed us hither: 
This feather was intruſted to me by the mate 
of the bird, which male a you, and which 
I have not yet ſeen. 

It is indeed with me,” ſays the geen «Tt 
is no leſs intelligent than the one you ſaw at Caſ- 
ſer-il-Harais, whoſe companion it ſhall always 
remain ; I know not the reaſon of their ſepara- 
tion. Their ſon, which I gave you, repaired to 
me after his diſobedience; I amuſe myſelf with 
his pratting, which, though laconic, is con- 
ſtantly true; If he had been ignorant, he would 
not have reſembled his family; but, although his 
Eknoledge extends to the paſt, the preſent, and 
the future, he knows nothing more than a word 
of eyery thing. His mother is come here, 
no doubt,.to find him and inſtruct him for 
ſhe is continually talking to him. I obſerved 
their converſation, - which I did not underſtand: 
They always ended with this anſwer, which ſig- 
nified that he did not comprehend her: Nothing, 
nothing, nothing! Hence it appears, that rebelling 
againſt wiſdom may harden the underſtand- 


ing. The mother, at laſt, loſt all patience : " 


made you a preſent of her ſon, for he was heceſ- 
fary to your defigns ; She was noways vexed at 
his abſence, Since I felt the charm which at- 
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taches me to you, I have wiſhed for inſtruction, 
and have requeſted leſſons from my divine bird. 
« When you ſhall have a forehead lefs ſpark- 
« ling,” faid it to me; „ and when I ſhall 
« have my beautiful tail, we will ſpeak of the 
« ſciences.” 

« Hence I concluded that my crown over- 
awed her, and forced her to be ſilent; and, as 
to her tail, T had perceived that whenever ſhe 
took wing, it did not end in a point like that of 
other birds; I found it deficient in graceful- 
neſs. The. feather which you bring may be the 
one which is wanting; let us go and preſent 1 it to 
her, and endeavohr to make her ſpeak.” 

It may well be ſuppoſed, that, notwithſtand- 
ing this long copverſation, the queen bad fur- 
niſhed her gueſts with all neceſſary refreſhments; 
there had been intervals; and all theſe things 
had been diſcuſſed in the hall of the divan, at 
table, and in the gardens, which had no more 
charms for Setelpedour : At laſt, the faint 
ſhades that age he night announced its ap- 


proach. _ 


This is the moment which x my bird prefers, 


ſays the queen; elſewhere it avoids the Cark- 


neſs ; here the day is troubleſome to it; but I 
begin to comprehend its motives. The cage of 


N 


tbe bird is brought in, and Ilſetilſone advances. 


| 1 ſays ſhe to it, your huſband. 


hath given me this moſt beautiful feather, that 
I might reſtore it to, you.—All hail to the daugh- 
ter of the prophet ! ſays the bird: All hail to 
the deſcendant of the ambaſſador of God ! All 
hail to the heireſs. of the virtues of his repre- 
ſentative on earth | The birds of heaven are 
bound to ſerve her, and my huſband has done 
nothing but his duty. As a crown to a queen, 
fo. is his beautiful feather to me. Having ſaid 
this, the bird takes hold of it in its bill, and 
fixes it in its tail, which immediately appeared 
Jonger and more ſparkling. 

Why are you not with your lafiand? fare 
the princeſs.—Every-one to his own affairs.— 


Will ours be ſoon accompliſhed ?—Here are 
three of you. Will you anſwer the queen 
to-day, if ſhe deſires to be inſtructed ?—The- 


half of your work only is done. —Whence 


comes our aid for the other half From a- 
bove and below. Will you inform me, my. 


wile bird, about what I ſhall aſk of you 21 
owe you the truth which I know.—Your huſ- 
band informed me when the ſea was made, 


now at what time were the ſtars: formed ?—At 
the ſame period, to replace in heaven the num 


der of the rebels who had been driven from 
thence.— What is that brilliant ſtar which we 


- fee ſurrounded by ten ſmaller ones ?—The 
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largeſt is Mahomet, the others. are ten diſtin- 
guiſhed prophets. 

Setelpedour, far from being offended at the 
anſwers of the bird, ſmiled with great compla- 
cency. Simouſtapha remarked this, and made 
bold to offer the preſent he had brought; thi | 
ſcymitar of Kokopileſobe. | 

. My dear prince,” ſays the queen to him, 
cc hen I was miſtreſs of my heart, and my 
hopes reſted on myſelf, I would have given an 
empire to be poſſeſſed of the 5 WEA= 
pon which you offer; but now it is only in 
your hands that it can afford me Senkt and 
it becomes of the higheſt value to me, as 
it inſures your ſafety. Part not with it till 
times lefs troubleſome than thoſe with which 
we are threatened. O, my charming IIſetilſone 
"when ſhall we three know no other enchant- 
ments except thoſe of love ? | 

The lovers ſpent three days' in the moſt a= 
greeable 'overflowings of joy; but theſe plea- 


fant moments were diſturbed by fears, the 


foundation of which was not imaginary. 
Setelpedour, alt powerful, becauſe ſhe reign- 
ed over the legions of 'Kokopileſobe, reigned, 
However, only in his name: Her conduct was 
contrary to -the conventional laws eſtabliſhed, 
and ſanctioned by cuſtom, in Ginniſtan: No 
perſon could command there, till he was en- 
OM Br 7 tirely 
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tirely ſubjected to Kokopileſobe or Baklifboull: 
She had, by her own authority, raiſed to the 
command the Muſſulman Benalab, why never 
had bowed under any yoke except that of God 
and his prophet: She reigned with ſuch glory, 
in other reſpects; ſhe ſhone ſo conſpicubuſſy 
by her other great qualities; that the geniiz in 
their enthuſiaſm, by giving her the title of Star 
of the Seven Seas, compared her to the re- 
ſplendent ſtar of Mahomet; they ſaid in their 
pride, „ Kokopileſobe is the King _ "ings, 
and Setelpedour is his deputy.” -. 

But the wiſe Benalab had uſed his power 
Ae ene She had not become enamour- 
ed of him; ſhe did not admit him to all her 
entertainments, to all the ſecrets of the court 
and ſtate; ſhe did not make him her maſter; 
but, in the mean time, ſacrificing all for Simou- 
ſtapha, the had e w Fur more ur 
r "1" RY | 

- She received a woman, 3 ag was not 
ſatisfied with treating as her equal; but whom | 
the: compelled on all occaſions to fit on her 
right hand. And, that mortal beings might 
triumph with impunity, ſhe had baniſhed Bah- 
Liſboull and Aſmonchar, and had. loaded with 
| chains the moſt powerful of the genii, Koko- 
pileſobe alone excepted. Theſe, news had pe- 
uetrated the degp caverns into which the proud 
ſovereign 


——— 
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ſovereign of the genii had been tumbled; every 


thing was ripe for a revolution. 


Setelpedour was too watchful not to lareſe 
and prevent it: She embraces the young couple, 
who were ſeized with terror at her project: 
c Depart,” ſays ſhe to them; © return to Caſ- 
ſer-il-Harais ; I will very ſoon join you for e- 
ver; but let Simouſtapha be ready at the firſt 
ſignal to fly to my aſſiſtance; make uſe of the 
feather of the bird for your journey; and hence- 
forth renounce all ſuccours which depend on 
the power of Kokopilefobe. | 

Simouſtapha and his ſpouſe return to the 
garden of Caſſer-il-Harais, and wait with im- 


patience the iſſue of theſe great events. 


They reſtored the feather to the bird : « My 
wife has done her duty,” fays it to them; 
« my feather is always at your ſervice; hold 
yourſelf in readineſs, Simouſtapha ; you .ſhall 
have occaſion, for it preſently.” | 
The queen of the genii nnn 
dence not to lay the ſtorm before it ſwelled to 
an exceſſive height. Already the old Bakbak 
and her nephew Jazzel, benumbed with terror 
on account of ſome indirect threats imprudent- 
iy uttered againſt them, had fled to her for 
protection: ee eee 
— 


— 


* 


The dap after the conſorts left her, ſhe con- 
Lokedd a general council, and diſpatched Jazzel 
ü bon another feather of the n denn de dit 
W r eee 29551 

Dear prince, bet but Ml i U ar 
* carriage which I have ſent you; bring tlic 
xc Koran and the ſabre of your grandfither : 
«You may conjecture my ſcheme; and my 
« conduct will fully explain” it 4>" you; Our 
ve dear IIſetilſone may wait for us near the tree 
* which the mentioned to me; the wiſe bird 
* will not . 
ac Jefs fears - 

-  Simouſtapha had too noble a mind to heſi- 
tate a moment: He takes the divine book; he 
Arms himſelf with the formidable ſcymitar; 
and, if the fairy-feather had not conveyed ir 
Þ rapidly, he would have been able yo e 
Aàt Ginmiſtan on the wings of loc e. 

The divan is aſſembled: Seiclpodont” i 
ends the throne : The reſtleſs ' genit eagerly 
bbferve her countenance, and tre UND: 
Her firmneſs: She ſpeaks in theſe terms: 

cc J. Know- that my conduct is blamed; 100 
that plots are formed againſt me: It has been 


in miy power openily to inflict very ſevere pu- 
niſhments ; ; but 1 diſdain all black ſetrecy. If 


it appears humiliating to my ſtibjects to obey 
de will, it is no leſs ſd to me to be ſubjected 


to 
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to laws, the wiſdom of which I cannot per- 
ceive;z;and. I had rathen ire the ape of truth, 
chan, reign, by. fallchood, over .corrupted fub- 
jects. Simouſtapha then Ippfared, > to. the 
great ſtonilhmept ft, de. ally: : be galls 
Wy and places him by her ſid Wl », 2 ins . 
ul Come and aſſiſt me, ſays the to him 3 ich 
firmer tone, to hold the laſt council at which 
15 exer, to, preſide z and, you, rebels | at- 
tend: I mean not ane you, with riſing 
. me; you haye only. followed. the incli- 
ns of your hearts z but, in order t| that I: may 
poem your rebellions, hure with me the 
power we hold of. Fuiktnz, let us 4p | 
nounge che crimes, of un grandfather | 
thoſe which he made us commit upon Eg | 
ler i, the. let which, hurried us into chem; 
and ſwear, as I do, upon the diving. Koran, 
that you will be the Hayes of God, and of, his 
great, prophet Mahomer !”. . © 
A che cloud Which contains the thunder ha 
vals in the midſt of the divan, it would have 
produced Jeſs, ſenfible effects than the unex- 
pected diſcourſe. of Setelpedour: Terror ſuſ- 
pends their ſpeech; flaming ſulphur ifſues from 
gxery quarter; and this infected odour filled the 
ball. On a ſudden a a frightful noiſe | is heard: 
& Tee bs 1 of Babliſboull, 
Loi 6 95-5 X 2 „ © who 


15; 


and her nephew; they are both benumbed with 
fear: I know not who told them to take re- 
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| Who had been delivered from his chains by Ko- 
 kopileſobe himſelf. 


This formidable genius, covered with burn- 


| Ing armour, of frightful ſtature, and hideous 


aſpect, entered precipitately, and attempted to 
ſtrike down Setelpedour with his lance of fire; 
---Simouſtapha draws his ſcymitar, and parries 
the fatal blow. 'The light which darted from 


the brilliant weapon of the Indian prince 


blinds in a moment his adverſary, and his ac- 
complices ; and they all appear thunderſtruck. 
Horrid darkneſs inſtantly overſpreads Ginniſ- 


tan: The ſun had never enlightened that de- 


teſtable country ; the light which had hitherto 
ſupplied it was the effect of a continual. en- 
chantment, the charm of which was in the 
crown which Setelpedour had juſt e un- 
der her feet. 

Simouſtapha and getelpedour, with wary 
ſteps, traverſe the darkneſs : They arrive at the 
apartment of the bird of paradiſe, whoſe ſpark- 
ling head enlightened all around: Every time 
he moved it, or hook his wings, it Sultten a 


new luſtre. 


Let us begone, my dear miſtreſs,” fays the 
pretty bird, © all my feathers are at your ſer- 
vice; but take along with you the old Bakbak 


fuge 
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#21 
fge under my. ge z b but they; have been well 
Adviſed.“ 100 219. D 

Bakbak and Jazzel had fallen into a fon b 
They are tied on the fore part of the chariot, 
ine of the feathers of the bird; and our 
lovers, delicered from ry danger, ſet 9 
for Cafſer-il-Harais. * 

The fairyefeather which had 8 Si. | 
mouſtapha goes off to inform Iſetilſone: I 
accoſts this young, princeſs in the ſhape | 
2 white pigeon; perches on her ſhoulder, 
and ſays to her: Madam, Simouſtapha and 
Setelpedour are juſt arrived; but you cannot 
eee e eu 


5 Y other, 
Poul e are boundleſs $ _ the EOS 
an anion, which no obſtacle ſhall be able to- 
thwart, appears to raiſe them to the. ſummit of 
happineſs. 8 | 
Another ſcene of e 8 upon bon a 
ſtand on which Simouſtapha had laid . the Ko- 
ran: The two birds had both left their cage; 
and, having endeayoured to, get before each 
other, reſted on the edges of the ſacred book. 
When they had reſpectfully 5 it Le 
thn: * and. their, wings, they, m 
R 3 * 
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reſſed one another in the moſt —— 
manner. 

On a ſudden, the little bird which 9 
dour had given to the caliph's daughter, and 
which remained conſtantly in the caſtle, be- 
cauſe it could not be admitted into the garden, 
runs up, and, without daring to reſt on the 
Koran, waits till its parents invite it to ap- 
proach. They aſſiſt it in mounting 3 z they ca- 
reſs it; and the little animal cries out in its 
own language, as yet unfortunately too limi- 
ted, &« True ! True! Only true !” 

For the firſt time it was heard to utter two 
words ſucceſſively. The curſe pronounced up- 
on it was taken off: Inſtrücted by its parents, 
and become faithful Uke themſelves, it was 
Boing to enjoy all the privileges of the birds of 

dife.  'This little "intereſting ſtene agreea- 

arrefted'the attention of the lovers; bur jt 
Vas now tine to r about 5 7 
*ofidErns.” istein uf. ooh 1 1 

"SHapedoih*rened 1 to Eile th FR of 

wer bee eig a ne beer of the hero wA 
had defendtec lier againſt the threats of che hi- 
deous BahlifBoulW4 Fhe recollection of this 
ene gives new animation to her chentenance; 4 


' Ufetilfone Tits to ent ont new com- 
panion to partake with her in the pleaſures of 


ARABIAN' TALES: 199 


the garden of the palace. My dear princeſs,” 
replies Setelpedour, & neither you nor Simou- 
ſtapha can of yourſelves open the gates of that 
delightful abode ; even the wife of Simouſta- 
pha cannot enter it, till the vicar of God upon 
earth, the great caliph Hatoun-Alraſchid, by 
adopting her for his daughter, ſhall allow her 
to be admitted to all its privileges. I owe to 
Simouſtapha ths happineſs of being a Mufful- 
man; to you it belongs to direct the means by 
which-ſhe, who was queen among idols, may 
attain that perfect converfion w ſhall ren- 
der her for ever the ſlave of God, and the a- 
poſtle of the deſtroyer of idols. 1 will medi- 
tate on che holy book from which 1 have 1 
therto turned away my eyes z the angelic voi 
of the birds of paradiſe ſhall be my 9 | 
Go, and reviſit parents *whoſe happineſs de- 
pends upon you; children, who ſtretch out 
their arms to embrace vou; and wWwho from 
you alſo muſt derive their happineſs: Speak of 
me to the caliph; tell him that Setelpedour 
languiſhes, as a vine detached from the eli, till 
the become the#ſpouſe, of Simouſtapha; that 
*the prince of the Indies can only eſpouſe her 
who is publicly declared the daughter of the 
commander of the faithful; but in vain will 


* 
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be inferzor. 1 in virtue» d in c to th - 
3: JF leon Ins 2 u 1 5 apt & 
PB 125 tf 28 p e 2 pda cel, er 


FR. 100 at 177 2 „A An n longer 
queen, ſays . raiſing ber; t my 
Ae We henceforth 3s MW p a; in 
_ that bf . "Chef dealirations x were 
ſealed by tlie. wot 4 er Sede Among the 
_ flites overs; and 0 0 eared” to abate, 
tHe youngeſt of thirds nel A Eire "Evicore! 
Bat e 
At laſt Siouſtapha and Uſetilſone ſet out 
for Bagtlad with the ſame retinue as before: 
They return to the palace, where they are 
anxious to entertain Haroun and Zobeida with 
the relation of the wonders they bed ſern, and : 
the emotions they had felt. 1 
08 penerous printeſs Perſüades her Rab 
getelpedour for his daughter, in order 
ak Ks may become the ſpouſe of Simouſta- 
Ph: To Zobeida her daughter's 'condult ap- 
pears highly inconfiderate; ue a Tur 
fly, falieit a tal: „ Ah! . N 
Agile ho. her, 4 dhe woman Who 10 es St 
dvuffaphs. 48 L do, can never be my rival, ſhe 
-<an'only allilt me in prombting his happineſs.” 
N better iuſtructod than 2 
comprehends the, re reaſons, of his danghter ; 
e had, belides, "the * elle for the 
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character of Setelpedour; and every thing de- 
termines him to undertake a journey to Caſſer- 
il-Harais, whenever the affairs of ſtate _ 
permit. 

In the mean time, Setelpedour begins a re- 
form which was neceſſary to enable her to em- 
brace the law of the divine prophet : She en. 
deavours to get herſelf inſtructed in new prin- 
ciples, of which ſhe was ignorant : She curbs 


her proud imperious mind, already become ge- 


nerous and beneficent: She is in queſt of a vir- 
tue more ſimple and more pure, which rejects 
every intereſted motive, which baniſhes ſelf» 
love, the bane of ſociety ; that virtue is chari- 
rity : It extends to every object, and diſplays 
itſelf by every ſort of means; it often happens 
that we have no occaſion to 9 8855 hand to 
give a great deal. 

Setelpedour had withdrawn Bakbak and her 
nephew Jazzel from, the wrath of the genii.z 
but what will become of them, ſtrangers upon 
the earth, . baniſhed from Ginniftan, and 


thurſt out of heaven? She. undertakes. to put 
them under the ſame protection to which ſhe 


had committed herſelf: The old woman obſerves 
the qugen conſtantly employed i in reading: Is 


it the Koran that you read, madam ?—Yes, 


Bakbak, and I wiſh you were able to read it al- 
ſo; * you any defire to know the truth it 


contains, 


obe them ? No perfor loves the truth more 
than Ido; I got myſelf a bad character by 
ſearching! for it every where, and tellifig it 
morning and night: L never ſuffered my verity 
to be called in queſtion . It is true, that, in 
what they call truth, a great deal may be ſaid on 
both fides 3 but you have only to itell both fides 
of the matter ʒ and, in that caſe, every thing is 
faid. Can you read, Bakbak f- Tes; madam, 
provided the writing be not too ſmall. . She 
at the ſame time caſts her eyes ee 
Page. FTC ET een . Fuste n. 41190 351 : 

Tou mmuſt Knew thut at Ginriſian . 
parted very much from the original language « 
They ſpoke a fort af broken Arabic; and you 
angke her ſpell-all the letters of the firſt line: 

There is one e eme 
prap het.?“ ur ene 

When Bakbak had ppaited: eee 
| en mender tf Ubes « Aht that ãs pretty, 
anoiſt, I anſwer for it. Below, in the anti- 
chamber: there are two knaves, the genii of the 
bor and of the ring; lazy drones, hq are al- 
ways ſitting with their arms ntroſs, and have 
, never laid ee. Ab! I will diſ- 
| courſe 
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ſaid. Fhere in , 8 well xnbupht 


I will not leave them the whole i day tit U habt 


made them read with me. : Setelpedour ſmiled 
at the odd zeal of the gnome, an Gib e 
_ goes don to the antichamber. Lor 

4 Cone hither l come hither, at 


who love the demons only, becauſe you are two 
2 of them! Here's a book, which has been gi- 


ven me by our ſo great, ſo good, ſo ſweet, and, 
at the ſame time, ſo formidable queen, that all 
the genii were aſtoniſhed at her, and overwhel- 
med with darkneſs in broad day : See how it is 


written! The pen was taken from the wing of 


an angel! you could never have furniſhed the 
like, ye bats that ye are l and that ink is made 
with a liquor fromethe eye of the raven which 


vent firſt out of Noahs ark; but all that is no- 


ching; vou muſt read like me, word: for word, 
What | is written: Tiere is only-—T htre is one Goth, 
God only--ond Mohanttiig-—only'at pro- 

What, have ye to eee? 


met il yet you en 
fider- what is to happen at laſt; for, as the 
hook ſays; Raven en and one Mas 
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" Jong overwhelmed with his ſad ſituation, and 


his want of employment, which was the conſe- 


quence of the abdication of his ſovereign, far 


from giving 2 direct anſwer, ſays to the old wo- 
man, You are much. broke, Bakbak, fince we: 8 


came here, and you did very il to forget yot 
falſe tecth. __ 

I broke!” 7 
wry-faced ſpindle-ſhanks mean ? It ill beſits / 
thee to ſpeak of falſe teeth; every thing is 


falſe about thee, even thy face. Take care, 
for if I give thee one good curſe, thou ſhalt 


again be changed into Ranſrack, and continue 
thy evil ways ; but conſider that thou oughteſt 
one day to leave them off, becauſe, © if God is a 


** 
* 


« God, Mahomet is his prophet.“ Bakbak 


carries back the book. 158 
Well l fays Setelpedour, have you wiought 


. Madam, anſwers the old 


woman, one cannot make theſe rogue}, hear 


reaſon: In vain did I repeat, ( that there is 


« but one prophet, and one Mahomet, who is 
God. Hold, Bakbak, you make the Ko- 


ran rave: * There is one God only, 


t homet is- his prophet.” 


of 7 


This converſation was interrupted. by an in- 


pha mounted on his courſer. He had leſt 
nd morning, and nobpdy covld 


follow 


) 
y 


- terefling viſit: It was the charming Sirmouſta- | 


ARABIAN "TALES. | oy | 


Blow his L he Binde Setelpedour with her 

book and her birds: She learns with a ſatiſ- 
faction, to which the bluſh on her cheek bears 

witneſs; that the caliph deſigns to acknowledge 
Her as his daughter, Nſctilſone as her ſiſter, 
and both as the ſpouſe of the bearer of ſuch a- 
greeable intelligence; in ſhort, that Haroun 


would immediately come in perſon to conſe- . 
_ Crate an alliance which occafioned ſo much joy. 
© They interrogate the birds; to know if any 


thing would croſs this marriage: The bird of 
 Setelpedour anſwers, that every thing in Gins 
niſtan favoured: it; the bird of the tree ſaid, 
that this ſucceſs would make amends for its be- 
ing ſo long deprived of its mate; and their 
child (which now ſpoke: with great facility) de- 
clared, that a marriage which procured happi- 
| Heſs to it muſt be fortunate: The lovers _—__ 
them repeat a thouſand times theſe preſages. 

It was at length neceſſary for 8 
to leave the caſtle of Cafſer-il-Harais ; duty and 
love tecal him to Bagdad, where he paſſes an- 
ther month Sate the: e npletion of che en 


e of Betelpedour. FE © hop 


The deſired event at hi RSS 1 : The 


caliph, his ſpouſe, and their daughter, ſet out 
for tlie caſtle, in the midſt of four thouſand 
2 knights, and twenty thouſand troopers, prece- 
died by military inſtruments, and all the pomp 
*Vor. | 3 neceſſary 
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nals for the defign which was the obje& 


of their journey. The firſt morning they ſet 


out, Simouſtapha ſeparated himſelf from the 
cavalcade, to inform Setelpedour of the viſit 
ſhe was about to receive. This beautiful queen 
meets the carriages in the firſt court of the 
caſtle, and is obliged to receive the homage 
which ſhe is unable to, prevent. Her beauty 
aſtoniſhes the caliph, alarms Zobeida, captivates 
Ilſetilſone and Simouſtapha, and is admired by 
the whole court of ſus CBI of the ſte 

ful, | 
We ſhall not dwell upon the; 8 of 
their magnificent reception; the expences were 
defrayed from the treaſures of the caliph; and 
the fruits. of the garden furniſhed all the deli- 


cacies. Neither ſhall we inſiſt on the ceremo- 


nies of the mufti, and the delays of the law- q 


yers: Nor even deſcribe the pleaſures of a 


marriage, which for the firſt time united three 
hearts to one another. We ſhall omit all re- 


flections on the mutual happineſs of the caliph's 


family, of the Indian prince, and at the caſtle 
of Caſſer-il-Harais; for we have been fo hur- 


ried on by the immenſe ſpaces which jt was ne- 


ceſſary to traverſe, by the variety and the mul- 


titude of events, that we have loſt ſight of 


time, which ought to regulate all our details. 


1.5 us EY objects on wallth. it leaves ſo ſen- 
| ſible 
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ſible marks, that it is impoſſible for us to miſ- 
take its courſe. _ 

The beard of Haroun-Alraſchid was become 
infinitely more venerable ; the ſame fire ani- 
mates/his looks ; but deep wrinkles furrow his 
auguſt brow. He had for ten years diſconti- 
nued his nightly circuits in Bagdad, which was 
attended with ſo great advantages in detecting 
the conduct of his miniſters, and watching over 
the happineſs of the Muſſulmans. But, while 
he perceives the angel of death advancing with 
too rapid ſtrides towards him, he Tees himſelf 
Ive anew in his moſt amiable” offspring. His 
grandſon Haroun-Ben-Alraſchid joins to the 
age of ten years all the perfections which have 
attracted our admiration in the prince of the 
Indies and his ſpouſe. Other deſcendants no 
leſs intereſting comfort his old age. He ſres 
himſelf revive by the fortunate birth of the ſon 
of his adopted daughter, a little 7 ml 

AS beautiful as his father, 

But happineſs is not the lot of dreary kicker; 
that of the Indian prince, far from partaking 
in the enjoyments of the caliph, thought him 

: ſelf unfortunate 3 and his ſpouſe og in ws 

Twelre years bad amol elapſed ſince FR 
had ſeen a beloved ſon, who was their only 
hope. Happily for them, however, the roſe-buſh, - 

| 8 2 which 
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which was left them by Benalab, bad not 3 
cayed. It flouriſhed more and more, and 
grew every day more beautiful. They had 
comforted themſelves with contemplating this 
: ſhrub, the pledge of their ſon's proſperity, and 
were every moment in anxious i re oh 
ſceing him again. 

Simouſtapha, in order to conceal his feſt 
projects, the ſucceſs of which was extremely 
doubtful, endeavoured to keep them ignorant 
of his firſt adventures, from which he was un- 
willing to be diverted. When theſe had ſuc- 
ceeded to his Wiſhes, he delayed to inform 
them till next day; but, aſhamed of a delay 
which appeared to him incapable of excuſe, he 
continved in this reprehenfibte ſilence. How 
dangerous is it to delay till to-morrow w! 1 2 
Mean while an era arrived, when the ſilence 
of Simouſtapha became extremely afflicting to 
hi family. The moment that Setelpedour ſub- 
mitted to the law of the great prophet, and en- 
tirely abjured that of Kokopileſobe, all the en- 
chantments which the had performed, and 
which had been performed in her name, were 
deſtroyed: The beautiful roſe-buſb bf the In- 
dian Ein g withered 3 "mourning and "def: olation 
| reigned un the Pater; e prides ava to 
follow. - . | | | 
W Gee 81 2 NE RIES N ie : $4.3 x A 
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A bird, à meſſenger from the benevolent 
ſpirits, paſſed over Caſſer-il-Harais in its paſ- 


ſage from India, and reported theſe things to 


the birds of paradiſe. That of the tree of the 
garden ſaid to his mate, 5 Go, ſearch into the 
apartment which is occupied by the princeſſes, 
and get for me a very ſmall vial, which you 
muſt fill with river- water from the baſon in the 


garden; and then tie it to my neck with a {mall 
ribband. I am going to India, and our ſon 


muſt accompany me; and if any one ſhould aſk 
where we are, you muſt fay, that I have taken 
my ſon up to the tree for the purpoſe of in- 
ſtructing him.“ The good little female did as 
ſhe was ordered. 

The birds flew away with great EF a 
And the parents of Simouſtapha, when they: 
aroſe, found the roſe-buſh revived, and much 
more beautiful than ever. A new ſtalk: ſhot 


and the two branches united again; ſo that it 
was impoſſible to determine which of them af- 
forded nouriſhment to the beautiful ee 
with which they were loaded. ; 
The hopes of the king and queewol the Indies 
immediately revived at this prodigy; they ſent: 
for the aſtrologers, and required of them an 
explanation- of the phenomenon of the ſudden 
8 and reanimation of the roſe-buſh. Ther 
| '$3 * 
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learned confidently affirmed, that the besen | 


life had been in the greateſt danger, but that 


it had been happily protected; all the roſes 

with which the buſh was loaded were the vir- 
tues he had acquired, and the ſciences by which 
he was adorned; for one virtue begets another; 
and theſe happy acquiſitions were all connected. 
Such was the interpretation of the double ſtalk; 


it was impoſſible to know to which of all his 
excellent qualities the happy fruits _ they 


produced were to be aſcribed. - 

All theſe explanations, as 0 0 8 
peared to be juſt, agreed perfectly with the 
firſt obſervation which had been made at the 
birth of the great prince Simouſtapha, who was; 


one day to become the accompliſhed pattern of 


the ſovereigns of the earth. How conſolatory 


was this myſterious emblem of the roſe- buſſi l. 


But, ah] how much did the i 17 this 
figurative repreſentation | || 

The Indian king and his ſpouſe; 1 
with ſending meſſengers into the four quarters 


of the world in ſearch of their ſon, without 


ſucceſs, determined at length to go in queſt of 
him themſelves; and being now convinced 
that he exiſted in ſome part of the inhabited 


j world, determined to undertake a voyage. 


Should any one be diſpoſed to cenſure the - 


| very 3 — of Simouſtapha to- 


— 
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wards a fainily that ought to have been dear to 
him, and to complain of the opſtinate deſtiny 
which thwarted every attempt to diſcoyer him; 
it may be remarked, that, if the Indian prince 
had diſcovered himſelf fooner,, he would have 
been recalled into his father's kingdom at the 
time of his marriage with Iſetilſone z that Se- 
' telpedour, worthy. of a better fate, would have 
continued the queen of the frightful Ginniſtan; 
and that we are here led to admire, that ſove- 
reign wiſdom, which, by means of the blind 
conduct of mortals, accompliſhes its, n 
purpoſes. 
Proſperity and d continued: to reign | 
at Bagdad and Caſſer-il-Harais: And the wiſe, 
Zobeida, thinking her daughter much happier 
fince: the ſhared with Setelpedour the heart of 
Simouſtapha, at length, agreed, that, from a. 
man's union with two wives, a, very great ad- 
vantage might reſult to-all the. three, provided 
one of the women had the gift. of Enchant 
ment. enn : 
| A rumour of war ſoon ſeparated, this charm 
ing party. They wrote from Baſſora, that a 
numerous fleet threatened the coaſt with an, in 
vaſion; and the caliph, preſuming that the in- 
fidels were coming to revenge their, defeat be- 
fare Damaſcus, ordered levies to, be made 
6 WR the whole empire. Two, hun h | 


thou 


= 
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* roaherelef of Baſe 
| fora, and the cities which may be attacked; of 
which aur Simouſtaples was to have the com- | 


mand. 


The troops aſſembled, began their march, 
and ſoon arrived at Baſſbra; fortifications were 
erected on every place whete the enemy could 
attempt a deſcent; the courſe of the fleet was 
watched; and the winds ſeemed to favour its 


approach to the land, and it might come to an 


anchor in the road of Baſſora. The fize of the 
veſſels of which it was compoſed gave it a for- 
midable appearance; yet it had not committed 
any act of hoſtility; the fiſhermen who were 
employed at a little diſtance from it had not 
been diſturbed ; and it was very clear, that it 
| had not been fitted out by the infidels : At 
n een eee, gi 
At this ſignal, the heart of 8 
greatly moved: A boat left the largeſt of the 
mips, and rowed towards land. Simouſta- 
pha went on board one of his own, with the 
young Haroun, his ſon, and ſet off to meet the 
Indian boat. When they were within hearing, 
an Indian officer who was on board aſked per- 


. miſſion to land at Baſſora; he told that the mo- 
narch of the Indies was on board oneof the veſſels, 


ſeeking every where for his ſon Simouſtapha, and 
wo * — his ſearch, he wiſhed to pay 


homage 
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| homage't to his friend and ally the caliph Ha- | 
' roun Alraſchid; he told alſo that the ſpouſe 
of the Indian king had embarked along, with 
him. | 

Sint endeavoured to reſtrain his tears 
of joy. © Return to the veſſel,” ſaid he to 
the officer; F 1 will go on board your boat and 
accompany you. 19 At the ſame time, he order- 
ed his fon inſtantly 40. get ready the caliph's 
boat, and cauſe it to be joined by all that were 
in the harbour; he tlien went into the Indian 
boat, and was carried to the ſhip from which it 
had. come. 

At this moment [7% Indian king: was A 
ving from the deck what paſſed in this inter- 
view betwixt the two boats. He bad ſeen a 
mariner, in ſplendid armour, enter the boat 
which returned, and ordered people to be pla- 
ced on the ladders to aſſiſt him coming on 
board, and he himſelf waited for him on the deck. 

Simouſtapha immediately threw himſelf at his 
father's feet, without being diſcovered by him, 
and bathed them with his tears, The mo- 
narch, aſtoniſhed at that remarkable ho- 
mage, in a ſtrange country, raiſed the man 
who had thus proſtrated himſelf. A flood of 
tears concealed from him features which were 
deeply engraved on his memory and his heart; 

but the voice of nature was heard; and his ſenſes 
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being weakened by the ſurpriſe, he reeled againſt 
the maſt of the veſſel, 8 It is my 
* 

This declaration, and the accident which had 
happened, quickly brought the queen, who 
- mingled her tears and embraces in the arms of 
her fon and her huſband ; and they all three 
enjoyed the ſweeteſt ſenſation of nature. Theſe 
delightful feelings were Eindled anew by the 
fight of the tender ſhoot, who ſoon after ar- 
' rived. The young and charming Haroun, in 
complete armour, at the age of eleven, and u- 
niting grace with innocence, was led on board 
by the moſt conſiderable knights in the Maho- 


WS metan army, and found himſelf in the arms of 


parents whom Sjmouſtapha had ſo often ' men- 
tioned; The joy of this happy family will ad- 
mit'of i no deſcription. The Indian king land- 
ed at Baſſora; the caliph was freed from un- 
eaſineſs reſpecting the fleet; and the hope of 
ſeeing his angient friend ſhed a gleam of joy 
over his declining days. Theſe important news 
reached Caſſer- il-Harais, and happineſs was com- 
municated from the heart of the princeſſes to 
that of their children; even the birds appear- 
ed to partake 1 955 ry TR Os 2 
general joy. | 
The caliph's army was diſbanded, and that which 
. the Indian king remained at Baſ- 
ſora 
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ſora, He himſelf marched to Bagdad, conduc- 
ted by Simouſtapha, who, attended by four 
thouſand knights, and the caliph, came out to 
meet them with, the moſt magnificent retinue 3 
and theſe affectionate friends were again united, 

Bagdad had aſſumed a new appearance, and the 
Indian monarch entered it under a long ſucceſ- 
ſion of triumphal arches. The caliph had diſ- 
played all his power to give a ſuitable recep- 
tion to his friend and ally. The moſt ſplendid 
ceremonies were conſecrated by the moſt ſolemn 
acts of religion, and were crowned by public re- 
joicings. 

There yet remained to the king and queen of 
the Indies a very intereſting j journey. It was that 
to Caſfer-il-Harais, where the two princeſſes, 
Simouſtapha's wives, and their charming fami- 
ly reſided. Ls: 

The caliph immediately erdered preparations 
for this journey, which were in no reſpect in- 
ferior to thaſe which Bagdad juſt beheld. The 
princeſſes had been informed of their intention; 
and the banner of the caliph and of the Indian 
king were even ſeen ſtreaming in the air. Meſ- 
ſengers had gone before the advanced guard ; 


They at length arrived; and, in the tranſports 


of mutual affection, theſe two families felt the 
moſt àgreeable emotions of Nature: The queen 
of the Indies then recogniſed all the flows 


pw Sc „„ 
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ers of the art roſe-buſh, could never be ſatisfied 
with looking at them, and Ry preſ- 


ing them to her boſom. - . N 
After a magnificent repaſt, Ger eered the 


enchanted garden, where a feaſt, as e as 
mM was unexpected, awaited them. | 

By order of the three bFds of paradiſe, al the 
Wehen aſſembled, and formed a melodious con- 
cert; and, if they alighted for a moment on the 


graſs, they preſented to the eye a mo an ani- 


mated flower te | 

At this harmonious ſound, ha antelopes, 
and other little animals, appeared to friſk in 
meaſured time, and form à rural dance. The 


ſilver fiſhes left the ſandy bottom of the haſons 
FO in which they lay, and, with their varied ſcales, 


reflected the bright rays oſ the ſun: The water 
appeared a liquid rainbow, whoſe diſſerent hues 
delighted the eye; and, if our lovers wandered 
in theſe delightful groves, it was only ſhare 


a their tranſports, by talking of them. 


But it was naw.time ' eee ee bm 


Linpaiet to his ſubjects the happineſs of his ſuc- 
_ ceſsful voyage. Simouſtapha and his two ſpouſes 


muſt go along with him; and, to compenſate 


their loſs, the caliph detained the young Ha- 
roun-Ben-Alraſchid, whom he married to an 
only daughter of one of the ſons whom the 


commander of the faithful had loſt, and who, 
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from that time, became the preſumptive ſucceſ. 
for to his crown. 

Simouſtapha, Ilſetilſone, and Satelpadourse em- 
barked with their family for India, and in tears 
took leave of the young Haroun. He attended 
his relations to the ſhore of the ſea, and, after 
embracing them, Raiſe an army,” ſaid he to 
his father; © I will aſk one from the caliph, 
and, with - theſe united, we will vanquiſh and 
bring back to ourſelves all the infidels ; I will 
have the pleaſure of ſeeing you again, and will 
bring along with me my little Lalide; we will 
behold and embrace one another; I will ca- 
bree ren, e e 
be happy.” 
| The fleet had already left the ſea of Baſſora, 
and was in full fail for the Indian ſhores, where 
they arrived, after a proſperous voyage, and 
completed the happineſs of the people. Setel- 
pedour found there a happineſs and peace, to 
which all the 'crowns- of Ginniſtan were not 
_ worthy to be compared; and Simouſtapha re- 
ceived, at length, the reward of thoſe virtues 

which the — en eee 


Scommmanara having Sniſhed the hiſtory of 
Simouſtapha, ſtopped for a moment. © Is this 
the whole hiſtory ? It has intereſted me very 


the 1 
* 

6 N 1 

* - 1 


218 | ARABIAN TALES, 


much, particularly on account of the birds. I 


am extremely ſorry that they did not all three 
ſet out for India. They would have contribu- 
ted, in a conſiderable degree, to preſerve the 
peace of the family. Could I enjoy my wiſh, 
I would be vaſtly pleaſed to have one of theſe 
birds. Yau have (for I forgot nothing) told 
me of a fiſherman, who wiſhed to throw nets of 


ilk into the water; but I would willingly hunt 
theſe birds with nets of the ſeed of pearls. | 


4 This fancy would prove extremely dange- | 


rous, Oh! my magnanimous ſultan,” replied 


Scheherazade; 5 eee eee ta- 
ken in ſnares like theſe 4. you. might catch thoſe 
of Ginniſtan, which would. appear to you e- 
qually beautiful, but which within, as well as 
without, are perfidious and falſe, As day is not 
yet near, I could relate to your highneſs a very 
tragical, and pretty ſhort ſtory, that would make 
you diftruſt any. connection with theſe wonder- 
ful birds: It is chat of Alibengiad, ſultan of Hi- 
rak.”—< I will hear it with pleaſure,” replied 


BY" 2 * n OF ”y e ys * 472 XY: Fs T# „ % 1 3 
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4 2 
141 


/ Allengiad, Sultan of Hirat, and of 
the falſe ” of Paradiſe. «5. 


The Hiſtory 


Kiten Mi of Hirak, and one of the ( 
deſcendants of Ali, was at war with the caliph 
Moavie. He thought, to lay a ſnare for the ca- 
liph; by drawing him into a narrow paſs, be- 
twixt ſome heights, of which he had made him- 
ſelf maſter. © Moavie made his army march 
flowly, and ſo as to make the enemy believe 
that he was under no ſuſpicion of the ſtratagem 
they had employed againft him. But Alden“ 
giad was ſoon defeated, his army cut in pieces, 
and he himſelf taken priſoner, and ſhut up in 
a fort upon the Aggiala, a feu Leagues diſtant 
This priſoner, a man of e 
tion, had, during his reign, rendered many un- 
happy, and was now unable to bear his 'own' 
misfortunes. He paſſed continually, from an 
unmanly dejeQtion, to tranſports which border- | 
ed on madneſs. — 
His whole ſociety was an eunuch, of fiſteen 
; years of age, who was ſhut up with him; and 
he paſſed his time in prattling with this young 
man, no leſs ſimple than ignorant. He expreſ- 
Led to him his aſtoniſhment, that a man like 
b T 2 Moavie, 
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Moavie, who ſpent his time in devotion, could 
| ſuddenly adopt. ſuch meaſures, in every confl 
as diſconcerted his enemies, and know 
hand their deſigns, FRO. appearing to have 
examined. them. e 

Our caliph,” ſaid the — cc hits x no 
need of ſo many ſpies, nor of ſo much atten- 
tion. Wheneyer he is told that an enemy ap- 
proaches, he mounts his camel, taking with 
him a ſupply of proviſions; his bird of paradiſe 
goes before, and points out the weak parts of 
the enemy, their ſtratagems, and their re- 
| ſources.” - Mhat bird is that N: faid Alibengiad. 
Have you never heard, replied the eunuch, 
« of the birds which are in the gardens of Caf- 
| ſer-il-Harais,, not far, from this? Mahomet 
brought à breed of them to this caſtleʒ they ne- 
never g0 out but in the ſervice. of a prophet. 
They, are often. talked of at the palace; for the 


women have ſeen them. Theſe birds are ſa« 


an they are perfegtiy acquainted with che 
Koran, and ſpeak very diſtinctiy. They are 
faid to do every thing. I -haye. heard more 
than a hundred ſtories told of them, ſo. that 1 
have ſometimes dreamed of them. But I ne- 
ver ſaw any of them, except in a dream. They 
are extremely beautiful. As they moye through. 
the air, one would think it was a parcel of filk 
| Ajing, ſo fine and light is their: . 5 
« Our 
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ec Our grand caliph hath certainly one of 
them, which ſerves and converſes with him; 
but it is he only who ſees and hears it; by 
which means he finds out every thing that hap- 
pens in the palace. We have a negro among 
us, who gave out that he had one of them, 
which could find any thing that was loft. 
But his bird did not prevent him from drown- 
mg himſelf in the Ilfara . | 
The ſultan's head, already fomewhat deran- 
ged, became {till more ſo at the relation of 
theſe wonders, and many others, with which 
the eunuch conſtantly entertained him. *“ If I 
could,” faid he to himſelf, “ get'a bird like 
Moavie's, it would facilitate my eſcape from 
this place; I would regain my provinees by its 
aid; 1 would raiſe an army, and engage the ca- 
liph 3 the balance of power would be maintain- 
ed by forces natural and miraculous; and we 
ſhould then ſee which of us two ſhould be the 
conqueror. It is not far from this to Caſſer- 
il-Harais ; if my voice could reach tliat place 1 
might determine one of the inhabitants of the 
garden to come to my relief.” — Come! come! 
come to me cried the ſultan in his enthufiaſm. 
_ © Come, celeflial and poaueyful birds! The throne 
of Hirak, and the muſt ſplendid empire ne 
R Corey fo of 8 | 
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Alibengiad was ſo full of this idea, that he 
forgot his prayers both evening and morning. 
Though an infidel, he had hitherto been very 
punctual in that duty; but now he addreſſed 
his vows only to the wonderful birds; On 
lone occupied his thoughts. * 

I have ſeen one of chem to-night,” faid 
the eunuch to him one day; „ I thought it 
ſpoke to me in my dream.” Ah how bap- 
py art thou!“ replied the ſultan; I would 

give. er ste Peg e ge e N 
a dream.“ 

Dang e night, this idea tedpe the-foltan 
awake; which was not furely the way to have 
the dream he deſired: But ſuddenly, at mid- 
night, he heard a knocking at his window. It 
was an hundred and twenty ſeet from the 
ground on the outſide. He looked; the win- 
_ dow appeared to him enlightenecd as if it had 
and ſaw a beautiful bird perched on the gra- 

ting which was on the outſide mee 
to come in. n. 3 e 
frtul creature, but ſo diſtinctiy that he thought it 
fl N his ear; © if, however, you are anxious 

to have me, we may agree upon terms. 
wg ken ee the beautiful 
bird 


= 


4 


8 1 
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bird diſappeared, | and Alibengiad believed him- 
ſelf 2 point of becoming-the happieſt of 
men. 159114 bee 54 Sant or i 

. had ſeen no- 
thing. - The, ſultan communicated; to him his 
good fortune; and the following night they 
were both on the watch ; but they had only 
the pleaſure of paſſing a ſleepleſs night. 
Several days elapſed in expectation, impa- 
tience, and want of ſleep: At laſt, the bird 
appeared at midnight. Of my own accord, 
ſaid it to the ſultan, * and attracted by the 
prayers, which I heard from the bottom of a 
garden inCafſerjl-Harais, I came to you. Now 
I have obtained permiſſion to ſpeak with you; 
do you xiſh chat we ſhould: enter into terms? 
Wich all my heart, anne. 
e Agile; dam, and let me in 

The ſultan aroſe: Place yourſelf i in * 
1 middle of the chamber, ſaid the bird to bim, 
and repeat, along with me, word for word, 
what 1 am going to ſay. Chamber! open: 
,I command you hy Mahomet,. Bird] Come 
to mes Lcommand you neee 
EY earth? hat d 


Alibengiad, quite beſide himſelf, a 


SOS g at ced; theſe very words, and the bird alighted on 


bis ſhoulder, Its ſplendour caſt a vivid light 
through the W 


2 
— — . 
X 
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fell proſtrate on the ground.“ What do you 


want of me, and of the maſter to whom I be- 
long,” ſaid the bird? To get out from this 
place, replied the ſultan, & to return to Hi- 


rak, to reaſcend my throne, and to avenge myſelf 


on Moavie.“ “ All that ſhall be done in time; 
but we muſt begin with our eſcape from this 
place. Order, by Mahomet, the iron grating 
which prevents our paſſage to fall down.“ Ali- 
þengiad obeyed without heſitation. © Com- 
mand me, in the name of the great God of 
the earth, to make you a chariot which may 
carry you to Hirak before the cloſe of | 
Alibengiad, full of joy and hope, as he had al- 


F 


pear, gave this new order with pleaſure. 
4 leave you the cap of your ben ſaid 
the bird, C but give me the muſlin' of it. This 


will be the materials of a chariot which will 


1 nn 


complied wich his requeſt. '+ ot 02% 
* Now,” faid the bird, een r 


to work. And taking hold of one end of the 


müſlim with its bill, it carries the whole piece 


out at the window. A moment after, Aliben- 


giad perceived over againſt this window a very 
handſome chariot, in which the bird was yoked, 


with light ridbands of crimſon and gold-colour- 


I He went boldly to the window, and 
ey” 


_ — 


C o | 
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ſtooped down to go out, and get into the 
chariot. „ One moment,” ſaid the bird, 
putting a foot upon the chariot, “ you will 
repeat the confeſſion of faith which I ſhall dic- 
tate to you.. Undoubtedly,” replied the ſul- 
tan, very eager to depart.—“ If you fail in one 
word, you {hall bathe for the laſt time in the 
river Aggiala: Mount now, and, befere be- 
ing ſeated, pronounce diſtinctly the following 
words: © In the name of the great Kokopilc- 
“ ſobe, the alone god of the world, I wiſh to 
get out from this place, and to go to Hirak.”— 
„ What do you ſay. next, bird?” ſaid Aliben- 
giad. 6e 8 and Mabomet 
4 * prophet. e e 5. 2 
Scarcely had he aniched moos, when 
the chariot was,,dillolyed, and returned. to its 
original muſlin. The bird flew away, and the 
body of Alibengiad, borne by this light ſtuff, 
hc: gg its own weight, dragged. towards the 
It fell among the rocks, Which are ha- 
And by the wag an of the river; but 
was not daſhed. to pieces; Some of the won- 
derful virtues ſtill remained in the muſlin. A- 
libengiad however was ſo ſtunned by the fall that 
he entirely loſt the little reaſon that remained to. 


FT 


took. him. up, and ped him to Moavie.,, , date 
n YE 339 2 nell rr 221 The 


. l C : 
— * — - — * 2 r — — 4 : * 
— — a — 8 — kꝛñů — — — — —— ——— — — on — 4 
F * 
g 
o 
\ — * 


226 ARABIAN TALES, 
* 


The caliph, informed of the adventure by 
the young eunuch, who had not ſet his foot 
upon the chariot when it vaniſhed, thought he 
diſcerned, in the puniſhment inflicted on the ſul- 


tan of Hirak, the will of God and the inten- 
tion of Mahomet. He granted liberty of body 


to him, whom a decree from on high. — de- 
prived of that of the mind. Fo 

The eunuch led him n AS a 
curioſity, and ſcraped together a little money, 
by ſhowing him to ſtrangers in the #ans, as the 
fultan of the bird. Alibengiad, entirely deprived 


of his ſenſes, made no reply, but laughed at 


a „ Gd the fultan to Schehe⸗ 
razade ; *« your ſtory is important, and much 


more ſo, by your having addreſſed yourſelf to 


me in more places than one. Do you think 
that my head is ſomewhat deranged, becauſe T love 
birds Invincible ſultan)” replied the, '« 1 
wiſhed only to fortify you. Come, Ge! 
that is enough 3 but be aſſured that I expect no 
one will ridicule my taſteʒ and be more diſcreet | 

in the choice of ybur Nories.”—# i fropas,” 
added” the ſultan, 1 believe I recolle& 'an6- 
ther of them; it is about two birds likewiſe, 
that were ſent to the king of Egypt. „ Your 
n faid Scheherazade, means to ſpeak 
of 
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of ane to a very remote era, long 
before the Koran enlightened the world. 1 
will relate it, as ſoon as your highneſs ſhall 
have ordered me.“ Speak then, I am all at- 

tention,” ſaid the ſultan 3 © but remember 
| The amiable ſultaneſs underſtood him at once, 
| made a flight bow, and thus proceeded. 


"T2 L 9 
4 


Hiſtory of auler, and his tws Vizirs. 


AT 5 ne which 1-heve jolt ow e e | 
ed to you, Sire, Sinkarib reigned in Nineveh 
and Thor, over the empire of Aſſyria. This 
prince was called to the throne at a very-early 
age, and had many natural virtues z but a taſte 
for pleaſure made him neglect his affairs, which. 
were ſo great a / burden to him, that the mini- 
ſter who relieved him of it might promiſe him- 
ſelf an abſolute authority over him. Fortu- 
nately for this young monarch, he had the 
; wiſdom to retain, in the ſtation of his firſt mi- 
niſter, the ſame vizir who, with equal ſplendour - 
and wiſdom, had governed Affyria during the 
reign of his father, Hicar was his name. This 
man was the beſt informed of his time in all 
the known ſciences. His wiſdom, his firmneſs, 
the reſources of his mind, and the high repu- 
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tation he enjoyed, conſtituted the W of 
1 and the ſafety of the realm. 
Hicar was poſſeſſed of immenſe wealth; and 
his palace reſembled an entire city. The defire 
of having heirs, more than a miſplaced vanity, 
had induced him tò marry ſixty wives ſucceſ- 
ſively. He had built fixty Makſura “, and al- 
lotted one to each of his wives as her own pe- 
culiar habitation; but no fruit of theſe mar- 
riages had yet appeared; and unfortunately he 
was more afflicted with this circumſtance than 
became a mim of ſo great wiſdom. . 1 
Though Zefagnie, his firſt wife, had ſtill 
r ſhe had acquired over 
his heart, yet ſhe exhorted him to reſignation 
in vain. A child, would ſhe ſay to him, 


“ is not always a bleſſing from heaven. You 


know I had a fiſter, whom grief for a child 
brought in ſorrow to the grave. Submit, my 
dear Hicar, to a decree, which, under the ap- 
pearance of loading you with affliction, is per- 
haps in reality ſaving you from many ſorrows.” 
Hicar paid great deference to his ſpouſe : She 
was Sinkarib's aunt, and had never boaſted of 
her birth. Her conduct had been moſt amiable 
and prudent, and gave her à claim both upon 


A mall detached palace, inhabited by a cole 
woman, unknown to her rivals. 
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| den bons about to take, he concealed from 
her his having ſent for aſtrologers, to conſult 
them reſpecting the means he e in 
order to have a ſoonn 
I be aſtrologers, flattered with the FRY 
deneb ah perſon of his rank, returned an an- 
ſwer immmediately, and adviſed him to offer 
a ſacrifice to Bilelſanam *, from n he 
muſt obtain the bleſſing he Ard. ITY 
-* Hicar was a native of the country af Haram, 
| 2 had brought from thence the knowledge of 
the true God; impelled, however, by an irrefiſt- 
ible decree, he went to the high-prieſt of Bilel- 
ſanam, ordered à ſacrifice, and conſulted. the 
oracle: But the oracle was ſilent, and the high- 
prieſt, ſeized with . ee the vizir 
to withdraw. '- + "SEW | 
Scarcely was he without the reac, 9 
1 had he looked around on the wonders of 
nature, when remorſc troubled his conſcience, 
and he ſaw the offence he had committed, 
againſt the author of this aſteniſhing work, in 
lacing his confidence in a weak idol, and of- 
fexing before it adoration and ſacriſice: Im- 
preſſed with h en, unn eyes 
? 0 heaven. 1 71 fo 
2 Vor- II. . DOK go. « Oh! 


Wie Bilelſances is the oracle of Bel, the od of tha 
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* Ohl ſovereign Creator,” exclaimed he, 
cc Bilelſanam is filent; becauſe he was formed 
to be ſo; and will grant me nothing, becauſe 
he has nothing to beſtow z but thou, who art 
poſſeſſed of almighty power, who haſt hitherto 
with-held what I have fo often aſked, hear and 
anſwer this requeſt, the laſt I ſhall ever dare to 
addreſs to you Grant me a fon! 

After this invocation, the vizir, with down- 
caſt eyes, and his hands thrown acroſs his 
breaſt; was endeavouring to recolle&t himſelf, 
when ſuddenly he heard a celeſtial voice: “ Hi- 
car,” ſaid it, “ leave off importuning heaven, 
thou ſhalt not have a child; but thou mayeſt 
adopt Nadan We A and make him 
thy heir.“ 

Hicar returned home; and, without men- 
tioning to Zefagnie the ſacrifices he had of- 
fered to the idol, communicated to her the 
command which he thought he had received 
from heaven. The virtuous ſpouſe yielded a 
chearful obedience to God and her huſband; 
and from that moment they adopted Nadan 
as their fon, and united their cares and af- 
fection upon him, Who ſeemed: 8 36 hi 
from on high. 

Nature had laviſhed all ON GOT on Man; 
be appeared diligent and ſtudious; he ſeemed 
to repay the kindneſs of Hicar and  Zelagnics, 
| and 
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and promiſed even to ſurpaſs their moſt ſan- 
guine hopes: He had a lively and penetrating 
genius; but all his talents and virtues were aſ- 
ſumed ; and ſuch was his artifice, that whatever 
he affected to be appeared perfectly natural. 
With this dangerous defect of character, he 
joined a deep reſerve; he was always cautious, 
and never off his guard. _ 

c I ſhould wiſh to find our child guilty of 
a fault,” would Zefagnie ſay, „were it only 
to ſee in what manner he would extricate him- 
VVV 
fect.” 
| Nadan was now in kia oa eee | 
dorned with much knowledge, and deeply ikill- 
ed in the affairs of government and politics, 
in which his uncle took great pleaſure to in- 
ſtruct him. Though ſecretly devoured by am- 
bition, he never betrayed the ſmalleſt ſpark 
of it; and moderated all his paſſions ſo well, 
that it was never ſuſpected any of them could 
gain an aſcendant over him. 
Hicar, deceived by theſe promiſing appear- 
ances, and wiſhing to ſpend the remainder of his 
days in repoſe and peace, determined to aſtł 
_ the King's permiſſion to retire, and the appoint- 
ment of his nephew Nadan to ſucceed him. 

“Sire, faid he to him, © it will ſoon be 
forty-ſeven years Ms I have had the honour 

3 - of 
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of devoting-myſelf to the ſervice of your illuſ- 
trious father and your majefty. Old age is un- 
avoidably accompanied with frailty ; and 1 have 
no longer that activity which is neceſſary for 


the proper diſcharge of the office I ſtill hold. 
For ſeveral years paſt, having foreſeen that the 


time would come when my ftrength would be 
unable to ſecond the efforts of my zeal, I a- 
dopted one of my ſiſter's ſons. I gave him ſuch 
an education as would enable him to ſerve ou 
with propriety. Happy natural talents have ſe- 
conded all my views ; and I flatter myſelf that I 
have formed a more able miniſter than myſelf. 


Senſible of the favours with which your maje- 
ſtty has honoured me, I will be always gratefut 
for them; and, while I beg your permiſſion to 


retire,” you may {till depend, Sire, upon my at- 


tachment for life. Yet I hope, with a grand 


vizir ſuch as Nadan, you will ſtand in no need 
of my counſel; and that the abilities of which 
he is J egg will fully ſu ppl the place of wad 


whe = pc 


Sinkarib aſked to ſee the perſon whom Hicar 
praiſed ſo much. No man was ever poſſeſſed 
of a more winning appearance than Nadan : He 


| replied" to ſuch queſtions as the king thought 12 
proper to put to him with a ſeeming modeſty, 
and, at the ſame time, with a ſoundneſs of 


| judgment, 
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judgment, which diſcovered a maturity of know- 
ledge that delighted the monarch, .* 

« You this day, faid he to Hicar, “com- 
plete the obligations I am already under to you, 
by the favour you have done me. I will crown 
your work, by calling Nadan to the office you 
with to reſign, and from which, with regret, 
E ſee you retire. | 

But I Gill wid you to he the n price. in 
my dominions, and to retain all the honours of- 
the high ſtation you abandon. You ſhall al- 
ways have free acceſs to my perſon ; and my ear 
ROAR e PEPE ANCE PW 0s 
vice. 
nne Hicar to 
be dreſſed in the fineſt robes, and a gold neck- 
lace to be given him, on which his name was 
engraved, and which was ornamented with the 
richeſt diamonds ; and appointed a feſtival to 
be celebrated for eight days throughout all his 
dominions, in honour of his ancient vizir, and 
of the inſtalment of his ſucceſſor. | 

The inkhorn “ and the ſeal were immediate- 
ly delivered to Nadan ; he received orders from 
the king for the management of buſineſs, and 
** of Hicar. 8 
| > U 3 « My 

9 Az ink-hern of @ certain — 
nity, which is wore at the be. A e 
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„ My dear Nadan, faid his uncle, “you 
will no longer have time to hear your mother's 
advices or mine; but forget not, I beſeech you, 
thoſe we have already given: It is by following 
them, that you have obtained the favour I have 
now procured for you. But I muſt inform you, 
that, in proportion to your elevation, you are 
_ expoſed to danger; and I requeſt that you will 
{till liſten to a few advices, which till now would 
have been premature, but which at en are 
of the utmoſt importance. ' | 

Tou are about to be inveſted with * 
power: Employ it all for him who beſtowed it 
on you. Remember that he is jealous of it. 

c Let reſpect prevent you from being fami- 
liar with your ſovereign, and reſerved witli 
your inferiors. You have now no Sd 27 10 
yn can have no friend. | 

« Be not the dupe of the court by which 
| you will be ſurrounded.” The tree that is load- 

ed with fruit attracts the birds. They all flock 
to rejoice and wanton on its branches: But, 
as ſoon as it is ſtrippen, it is forſaken, becomes 
the ſport of the bus and | is ee wih the 
duſt. - * * "FP; ; 

« Flattery will ſtrew your Tay with flowers : 
| Incenſe will ſmoke around you; the ſandal; the 
aloes, and the amber will burn: Learn to HF 
2 juſt value on ſuch * | 
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c The man who. ſhall praiſe you to, your 
face is not the moſt dangerous : But be afraid 
of him who can inſpire you with pride OR | 
appearing to admire you. - : 
„ Tour fituation will — around you the 
followers of fortune: Leave her her yotaries ; 
one day they will be forced to deſert ger.. 
1 Stand by yourſelf in the middle of a 
crowd; obſerve it well, but do not follow it. 
After your buſineſs, retire into ſolitude ; 
there you will find ny mo dh companion, 
reflection. 88 | 
„ You will be poſſeſſed 4 but 
allow not-yourſelf to uſe it do excels, * 
ſpoils the taſte. | 
« -A man is half dead I Sand: 
out ſuperfluities. Pleaſure, of every kind, diſ- 
ſipates and weakens the faculties of the mind. 
« Intemperance reduces men to a level with 
the brutes; he firſt becomes effeminate, and 
then abſolutely filly. © » a 
„ Be always eaſy of acceſs, but de! fa. 
gry; fat a et ent Ponce 
ſhould command reſpec. 
„Shut the mouths of the W they 
n at dil ihe m had gone down, with- 
out ſaying any thing worthy of wy nes 
OE e 5 
8 n — 
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« Never aſſume a haughty air; this is the 
mark of ignorance. 

« Liſten with patience : Kacourage the ti- 
mid: Be not afraid of bold anſwers: If any one 
oppoſe you face to face, recollect yourſelf com- 


_ pletely, that you may be able coolly to dis 


ſtinguiſh whether he is firm or obſtinate. 
« Expect no good from ſuch as are corrupt- 


ed. When the river flows back to its ſource, 


when the water of the ocean ceaſes to be ſalt, 
when the crow becomes white, then have you 
ſomething to hope from the wicked. 

* Be merciful. Man is often overcome by 


circumſtances, and his own diſpoſitions. 


6 While you treat the guilty with rigour, 


| ſoften even the expreſſion of your looks; you 
are the organ of the law, nat an executioner, 


« Give the pgor a welcome reception: But 
baniſh from you the beggar, eſpecially if he is 
drefled in fine cloaths; the wealth of the king- 
dom would not ſatisfy his cayetoulſnefs. 
Shun avarice; it ahrays miſtakes its on 


intereſt. Avoid prodigalityz it ſows with a full 


hand, and reaps nothing but vexation. =" 
When the torrent is ſpent, the traveller 
paſſes dry-foated, aud deſpiſes it. Eyen the 
earth which. it we anden thanks k 
ene 


0 Never 
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“ Never diſcover great eagerneſs but for the 
public good; you yourſelf, and all the wortd, 
will profit by it in this caſe, 

„ When you meditate an enterpriſe, 105 
your lips ſhut. When you intend to put it in 
execution, cover your ſhoes va a wouble coat 
of wool. 

„ The ſecret which is Aivulged, burns the 
tongue. The rumour which goes before, or 
i 20 project, ls ſure to diſconcert 
it. 

« Spare the lives of men; they are yur | 
brethre. 

„ Shew yourſelf modeſt at firſt, you'will . 
terwards ſhine with greater ſplendour. - ' '- 
Of all trees, the almond is the erſt which 
bloſſoms, and the laſt which bears fruit. Imi- 
tate the tree which produces its have . its 
foliage“. * 

« Foreſee difficulties. The Gif which. is 
launched into the ſea may brave the firſt bil- 
low, but is ſwallowed up by thoſe ak: ſue- 
ceed.“ 

Hicar, after having aiven theſe wiſe ale; to 
the young miniſter, preſuming that he would 


* There grows in Arabia a certain kind of tree, on 
_ which fruit is gathered, long before it puts forth its 
leaves. 
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be careful to follow them, and to tread in 
his ſteps, preſen ted him to Zefagnie : They 
both embraced him, and loaded him with their 


. prayers, and their bleſſing. The palace-gates 


were thrown open; and he received the uſual 
compliments in'the honourable office to which | 
Sinkarib had raiſed him. 

be firſt ſplendour of his new ſituation could 
not dazzle Nadan. This character, where vice 
had eſcaped the diſcernment of his uncle, was 
too deep to diſcover itſelf fo ſuddenly. By the 
manner in which he received them, he ſhowed 
himſelf worthy of the honours which were paid 
him; and went to the palace of Sinkarib to take 
his ſeat in the divan, furrounded by a court as 
ſplendid as it was numerous-; appearing, even in 
the eyes of Hicar, deſerving of the high ſtation 
to which he had been an. * ne 
able old man. ; 

Sinkarib, ſunk in cffeminacy, ood in need 
of an active and enlightened miniſter, and found 
him in Nadan. The young vizir ſoon appeared 


ſuperior to the one who had retired: He a- 


greed to ſhare his amuſements; and did not ap- 
pear an enemy to the pleaſures which were 
within the palace. The monarch and his-vizir 
ſoon an . r * FRO Oy was 
at a — 
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This ä murmurswhich 
diſturbed the tranquility of Hicar, and obli- 


ged him to ſignify his fears to his nephew. Na- 
dan liſtened to him with reſpect, but with great 
coldneſs; he promiſed to make a complete re- 
formation, but lid not keep his word in one in- 
ftance. | 

New diſorders ſacceeded : The old vizir re- 
newed his remonſtrances, and became extreme- | 
I importunate. He communicated' his unea- 
ſmeſs to the king himſelf, but found him al- 
ready prejudiced. Nadan had palliated the miſ- 
chief in his view, and had begun to give a diſ- 
advantageous repreſentation of his uncle. 
Old age, ſaid he to the king, © renders 
Hicar ſuſpicious and timid: Athough he does not 
now inſpect affairs cloſely, yet he would ftill con- 
duct them. Become feeble and languid, he can 
no longer retain his authority; yet he every day 
regrets its loſs. His humour vexes. me; and, 
were [I to believe him, I ſhould never be able to 
carry on any ae to your majeſty's . 
tage.” 

When Hicar appeared before Sinkarib, he 
ſoon perceived the effect of the prejudice againſt 
him with which the king had been infpired. 
The vizir met with a cold reception from the 
king; and, when he wiſhed to ſpeak of buſineſs, 
the monarch adviſed him to concern himſelf a- 

bout 


21. 


| 

i 
2 
1 
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terity which you had been refuſed. Long have 


bout nothing but his own health. I am per- 
fectly acquainted with what you mean to ſay, ad- 
ded he, and can aſſure you that the complaints 


you have heard from diſcontented minds are 


abſolutely without foundation. Nadan, your 
nephew, hath completely fulfilled my orders, 


and his own duty. Accept, however, of my 


thanks for theſe new proofs of your zeal, and, 
above all, endeavour to preſerve your health, 


which now begins to become very delicate. 


Hicar returned home, confounded and mor- 


tiſied. He threw himſelf, in tears, into the 


arms of his ſpouſe. My dear Zefagnie, ſaid 


he, © this Nadan, hom we thought given us 
by the hand of God, to be our conſolation, and 
the protector of Aſſyria, hath deprived me of the 

_ king's confidence: Every thing will be loſt, and 


I ſhall be the cauſe of it!“ | | 
Let us be comforted,” neplied- Zakagnie. 
« Miſled, like you, by ſpecious appearances, I 
myſelf contributed to deceive you reſpecting 


him; but we cannot pretend that the divine 
_ goodneſs had any part in this: The voice, which 


ſeemed to come from above, did not deſcend 
from heaven; but it was, permitted by God 
to deceive you, as you were coming out of "the 


temple of Bilelſanam, whether you had repaired 


to force from the decrees of the eternal a poſ- 


1 


— 
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I reflected on this unhappy ccireumſtance ; had 
it been the will of the Almighty to grant you 
an heir, this would have been equally eaſy to 
him as to ſtrike your ears with an empty ſound: 
As you have been puniſhed by a piece of de- 
ceit for this act of idolatry, altogether unpar- 
donable in a man fo well informed; and 
you were | conſtrained to adopt Nadan 
Heaven grant he may ſtop here: The maſk 
of hypocriſy, which has ſo long deceived us, 
may {till conceal the moſt deteſtable plots.” 
Theſe reflections of Zefagnie were wiſe and 
profound; but Hicar, to whom his nephew 
was ſtill dear, did not imagine that he would 
go ſo far as to verify the well founded preſages N 
of his ſpouſe. 
Nadan, already feeling remorſe for his i ingra- 
titude, ſtill endeavoured to haſten the ruin of 
his benefactor, whoſe looks and remonſtrances 
he dreaded, whoſe fortune he was waſting, and 
whoſe reputation was a burden to him. 
He founded the defign of drawing up an a- | 
nonymous libel againſt himſelf ;” but in ſuch a 
manner that the ſtyle of his uncle might be re- 
cogniſed in its general ſtrain. He filled it with 
falſe and bold imputations ; every thing in it 
had a ſpecious appearance, and feemed to have 
been dictated by zeal. ow work was put into 
Vol. II. X ZSinkarib's 
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Sinkarib's hands, and 1 communicated it to 
Nadan. | 
The artful miniſter deſtroyed. in a moment 


the effect which his own impoſture was calcu- 


lated to produce. At the ſame time that he ad- 
mitted the ſuſpicion that Hicar alone was the 


author of it, he appeared melted into tears, 


and beſought the king to pardon the weakneſs 
and age of his uncle; adviſing him, however, 
to take proper meaſures to remove him to 
2 diſtance, as it was plain that he was not 
now what he had once been, and was became 
the ſport and tool of a cabal. ' 

« You allow him,“ added he, Handen 
guard: This appendage of greatneſs gives him 
an air of weight in the ſtate, which encourages 
the diſcontented to flock around him, and to tor- 
ment him by their groundleſs panics and viſio- 
nary ſchemes: They perſuade him to exert all 
his credit to regain his place; and he will never 
e ern e 


hope of your favour.” 


4 1 could defy,” e e 


cenſure of the people, to whom I am not ac- 
countable for the reaſons of my conduct, and 
I would enter into your views, were I not pre- 
vented by very powerful confiderations; I wauld 
be afraid of mortifying Zefagnie, whom, as my 
father's ſiſter, I am bound to reſpect ;, and, were 

| it 
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it only on her account, I could not diminiſh 
the honours I have granted to her huſband. 
Nadan was too much a courtier not to ap- 
prove the reaſons of prudence alleged by the 
king; but, being determined to proſecute his 
deſign, he found himſelf under the neceſſity of 
employing the moſt dangerous artiſices. 
The court of Aſſyria was treating with that 
of Perſia about the exchange of two places in 
the frontiers; and every thing was agreed upon: 
But Nadan alone had received this information. 
The meſſenger, however, muſt ſoon arrive and. 
Comer it to the king. 
Hicar received a letter, ſuppoſed to e come 
from Perſia, from a man whoſe attachment to 
bim was well-known, -- He. informed bim that 
the ſovereign of that country was not fincere in- 
the negociation; and that, as ſoon as the troops 
ſhould be introduced; and eſtabliſhed in the 
place which the Aſſyrians were to give up, he 
intended to introduce others, by unknown ſub- 
terraneous paſſages, into the fortreſs where thoſe 
of Sinkarib ſhould be lodged, and put them to 
the ſword: The execution of this pretended 
project ſeemed to be put off until en ſhould 
be mutually given and received. 
Nothing was omitted in this deal, fabricated 
Wenn which could render this in- 
88 2 formation 
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formation plauſible. | Hicar was filled with in- 
dignant rage on hearing of ſuch atrocity. 

- Nadan reſided in the king's palace, from 
which he was but very ygrely abſent ; he re- 
ceived a preſſing invitation from his uncle to 
come immediately to ſpeak to him; and he 
haſtened thither with an air of the greateſt 
cagernels. - 


„ What has bappened, uncle?“ aid he to 


dim; © from the manner in which your orders 


were delivered, I was afraid I ſhould be too late 
to hear your laſt groan ! But I now feel myſelf 
eaſier, ſince I have the happineſs to ſee you ſtill 
enjoy ſuch good health. On what ſo Pg 
buſineſs have you ſent for me?“ 
On your own,” replied Hicar, “ on that 
of Sinkarib 2 of all a Look at that 
vritdng.” | | 
Nadan ian determined to < the old 
man ſtill more by his behaviour than by his words, 
read the letter with a cold and diſdainful air, 
and when he had finiſhed, ſpoke to him thus : 
Mou ought now, my dear uncle, to aſpire at 


cothing but repoſe ; but it is much diſturbed by 


your correſpondence. I can anſwer” for the 
wiſdom of the - meaſures I have taken with his 
majeſty, and the fidelity of our agents. Deny 


all acceſs to the diſcontented and turbulent who 
beltege you : The king, who is alarmed on your 


account, 
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account, will take your ſilence well; and the 
affairs of the ſtate would go on much. better 
if you would once completely reſign them to our 
management. After this inſulting ſpeech, Na- 
dan bowed, and returned to the king's palace. 

The virtuous Hicar, afflicted with what he 
had juſt heard, went to pour his ſorrow and his 
tears into the boſom of Zefagnie. The prin- 
ceſs, endeavouring to calm his grief, diſco- 
vered that his diſtreſs was owing to the 
ingratitude and to the alienation of Nadan. 

This raſh man, diſdaining the wiſdom of a ſa- 
lutary. advice, was about to expoſe Aſſyria to 
war, to the loſs of numbers of its n and 
an humiliating ſlavery.” 

« Go to my nephew Sincharib”, ſaid Zefag- 
nie, & carry the letter to him which you have 
received from Perſia : Blinded as he is reſpect- 
ing the merit of Nadan, his own intereſts will 
open his eyes; you muſt not ſuffer every thing 
to go to wreck, for want of ſo eaſy a ſtep.”. 

I will do it,” ſaid Hicar, & notwithſtand-- 
ing the inward repugnance I feel.“ At the 
ſame time, he went 1 6 

manded a private audience. | 

1 will grant you it,” replied- Sinkarib, in 
preſence of Nadan, who hath already acquaint- 
ed me with the ſubject of your uneaſineſs. You 
allow Lt „ falſe advices; 


_ — — ⏑ — en ab 
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| fortunately they do not alarm me in the ſame 


manner. A meſlage from my ambaſſador in 
Perſia is this moment arrived, and brings me the 
moſt agreeable intelligence. 'The ſubterraneous 
paſſage ſpoken of to you is a mere dream; and 
the fuppoſed treachery of the king my brother 
a criminal invention, for which your correſpond- 
ent would infallibly have been puniſhed, did 
not his death, whieh has been juſt announced 


by a meſſenger, render it impoſſible. I wiſh 


this may be the lot of all thoſe who endeavour 
to render you uneaſy reſpecting the preſent go- 
vernment, which all Aſſyria, except yourſelf, 
approve of. Return to your palace; live there 


in tranquility: It is all I ought to expect or re- 


quire of you. 


Thus, without regard to his age and . ſer- 


vices, was Hicar diſmiſſed with negle&t. He re- 


turned to his virtuous ſpouſe, and gave her an 


account wy the cold ADR with which . had 
met. 


The ſtar of Nadar is fatal indeed to you, faid 
the; it corrupts your benefactors and your 
friends, and even [poiſons my advices. Unfor- 
tunately it rules over Aſſyria, which appears to 
me expoſed to the greateſt danger. ut if, by 
the deſire of heaven, this country is deomed to 


| fall under its preſent adminiſtration, why ſhould 


ve alarm ourſelves with its deſtiny, ſince the 


grandees 
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grandees of the ſtate take no meaſures to prevent 

it? Let us be reſigned, and leave others, ei- 
ther to ſhut their eyes againſt the dangers which 
threaten the ſtate, or to adopt ſuch meaſures as 
may prevent them. Sinkarib orders you to ſeek 
repoſe; and, in my opinion, this command is 
the eaſieſt of all to be obeyed, eſpecially at your 
advanced age. Lou love the ſciences ; attend 
to them, and forget at length that there are 
fuch beings as vizirs and kings. Hicar prepared 
himſelf to follow the advice of Zefagnie; and, 
that he might occaſion no more uneaſineſs to 
Sinkarib, nor jealouſy to Nadan, he ſhut- his 
door againſt all ſuch as might be ſuſpected of 
ſpeaking to him upon public buſineſs, and re- 
ſtricted his intercourſe to the learned of diffe- 
rent eountries, with whom he had always main- 
tained a correſpondence. The cheerfulneſs and 
equality of his temper rendered his family hap- 
py. He lived in comfort and tranquility; and 
was beginning even to forget his nephew; when 
Nadan, to whom the exiſtence of this illuſtri- 
ous man was an inſupportable burden, concei- 
ved the danger of freeing himſelf from it . 

moſt criminal intrigue. 

After Hicar had retired n this ate; 

Sinkarib felt himſelf uneaſy at the manner in 
which he had treated him, eſpecially when he 

recollected the important ſervices he had rendered 
f | the 
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the ſtate. The ſight of this reſpectable old man 
ſtruggled in his heart againſt the inſinuations of 
Nadan ; But a look from the miniſter eaſily tri- 
umphed over the natural diſpoſitions of his 
maſter, whom it was as eaſy to govern as it was 
to gain his confidence: Nevertheleſs, the king 
of Nineveh was diſſatisfied with himſelf. | 
_ Remorſe preſſed upon him for ſeveral days. 
till at length, his ſituation becoming painful, he 
thus ſpoke to Nadan: “ We ſent away your 
uncle very ill pleaſed. How has he taken the 
reception I gave him ? What is he doing now ?” 
« With ſufficient haughtineſs, replied Na- 
dan, „and a great deal of ill humour, he hath: 
ſhut himſelf up, and allows no perſon to come 
near him. But, although he is inacceſſible to the 
inhabitants of Nineveh, he hath not given up 
all intercourſe with ſtrangers. Couriers arrive e- 
day from Perſia and Egypt.“ And what can be 
their intentions? replied Sinkarib, with uneaſineſs. 
As he is again ſeized. with a ſtrong. deſire of 
conducting public affairs, I cannot conjecture. 
what methods it may lead him to employ in or- 


der to gain its end: It is a rage in the old man, 
which to me appears altogether inconceivable; but 


it would be very eaſy for your majeſty to clear 


up this ſubject. I wil give you notiee of the depar- 


ture of one of his principal meſſengers ; you will 
una ſtopped, and the nature of the diſ- 
2 patches 


| 
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patches will explain the import of the meſſage. 
I approve of your project in part; but it 
would be better that the courier ſhould appear 
to have been robbed, that we may not. ſeem 
unreaſonably ſuſpicious.—It is wiſely thought of 
in your majeſty ; it is poflible that the letters of 
a man of his age may contain nothing but idle 
dreams; and, in that caſe, by having ſtopped 
them, you would ſhow e ſuſpicious without 
any cauſe. 
| Nadan well knew: the nature of his uncle's 
correſpondence. He wrote to Periia to one of 
the magi his friend, to Egypt to a certain prieſt 
of ' Oſiris, upon + points of ſcience, reſpecting 
which he was anxious to get information; but a 
correſpondence of a very different nature was to 
be imputed to him. What meaſures did the per- 
fidious miniſter take? By means of his uncle's 
ſeal, which he had got into his. poſſeſſion, and 
of the eaſe with which he counterfeited his hand- 
writing, he wrote a letter in his name to Akis 
king of Perſia, Sinkarib's greateſt enemy. He 
invited this monarch to come and take poſſeſ- 
ſion of a kingdom, which was harraſſed by an 
effeminate tyrant, now become the object of the 
hatred and contempt of the people. He advi- 
ſed him to appear at the head of a choſen body, 
and repair to the plain of Nerrim, where he 
himſelf would meet him with his guard about 
the 
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the firſt of the month Niram.- He informed 
Akis (all in Hicar's name), that one of the prin- 
cipal gates of the city would be delivered up to 
him, and that he would find the grandees and 
the whole nation ready to throw off the 2 8 
yoke, and transfer the crown to him. 

This letter ſuppoſed that the king of perſia 
muſt have received others, in which Hicar ex- 
plained to him the ſprings he had ſet in vr pon 
to bring about the rebellion. 

When Nadan had ſhaded his e with 
all the colouring of truth, he got a bag made, 
reſembling that in which the meſſengers of Hi- 
car ſhut up their maſter's letters, and which was 
fixed to their girdle. He was previouſly inform- 
ed of the departure of one of them, and-made'a 
truſty man lie in wait for him without the gates 
of Nineveh, who, entering into converſation, pre- 
vailed upon him to "refreſh himſelf in the firſt 
tavern at which they ſhould arrive; from which 
the meſſenger did not come till after the other 
had taken away the bag that he carried, and 
put Nadan's in its'place, 
The miniſter then went to the king, 60 Se | 
ſaid he, „my uncle's courier ſet out this morn- 
ing for Perfia : Cauſe the robbers be ſuborned, 
and appointed to their ſtation. As for myſelf, 
whatever be my uncle's diſpoſitions towards me, 
yet the ancient obligations which I am under to 
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| him, and the ties of blood, render it impoſſible 

for me to take any ſteps in this buſineſs. You 
yourſelf muſt purſue for juſtice, if you find it 
your duty ; but, on this occaſion, it is impoſſible 
for me to be of any ſervice to you. Sinkarib 
approved of Nadan's delicacy ;. and ſent five of 
his. guards, in diſguiſe, in purſuit of the cou- 
rier, whom they ſoon. got up with and recog- 
niſed by the bag which hung from his girdle. 
They attacked, plundered, and left him on the 
road, as robbers would have done, whoſe " 
oo acted extremely well. * 

No ſooner had Sinkarib read the contents 
of the letter than he became quite furious. He 
ordered an immediate ſearch to be made for the 
courier, who had retired into a cottage near the 
place where he had been attacked. The 
king's meſſengers immediately laid hold of him, 
and conducted him to the king. | 

To whom do you belong, ſlave”, ſaid the 
monarch. To Hicar.“— Did he deliver this 
letter to you ? es Sire.— To whom was you 

to deliver the packets which you we "© 

Wires inf ſine e 
* « Oh! Treaſon exclaimed the ing ! The 
man whom my father and I have loaded with 
. favours would. betray me to my enemy, and 
totally ruin my kingdom. Let Hicar be ſought 
for and brought hither! The guard haſtened 
to 
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to Hicar's palace; but at that time he was at a 
ſmall ſolitude, to which he frequently retired, 
among the mountains at a 1. diſtance from 
the city." 

Zefagnie, F at ſo quick a purſuit, * 
| kavins learned. that her huſband was accuſed of 
high treaſon, raiſed her hands to heaven im- 
ploring its aſſiſtance; and, while a party of the 
guard was diſpatched to ſeize Hicar in his ſoli- 
tude, ſhe ran to the palace of the king, his ne- 
phew, to throw. herſelf at his, feet. Sinkarib 
raiſed her up. He can obtain no favour, ma- 
dam, ſaid the furious king to her; I am in poſ- 
ſeſſion of all the evidence of this ſhocking con- 
ſpiracy of your huſband againſt me and all 
Aſſyria. The blood which flows in your veins 
muſt render this criminal as odious, in -4 
eyes, as he is ungratefu. 

Zefagnie then entered into the detail of he 
charges laid againſt Hicar;\ſhe ſaw the pretend- 
ed proofs of them; but, at the ſame time, ſhe 
was conſcious. of his innocence, . and Nadan's 
guilt, who only could have counterfeited the 
handwriting and the ſeal which were before 
her. But the eyes of the king were too much 
faſcinated to allow her to entertain the hope of 
being able to tear off the veil * e 
them. 

& Sire, ſaid ſhe, if you think it your duty 
to 
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to ſacrifice my huſband to your revenge and 
ſafety, I have only one favour to aſk. Whe- 
ther he is guiity or innocent, his blood to me is 
precious, and I wiſh to collect even its laſt drop. 
He had built a tomb, in which we were one 
day to be united: Grant me your permiſſion. 
there to depoſit his aſhes 3 and, while I deplore 
the loſs of a man to whom your father united 
me, I will applaud your juſtice, provided his 
death is neceſſary to your ſafety and that of the 
ſtate, Only give orders that the facrifice be 
made in his own palace. . 
| Sinkarib could not refuſe the requeſt of Ze- 
fagnie, and ordered the proper officers to repair 
immediatly to Hicar's palace, and bring him the 
head of this reſpectable old man. | 
Zefagnie, on her return home, dreading the 
Immediate arrival of Hicar and his executioners, | 
endeavoured to overcome her grief, and to pre- 
ſerve, amidſt a crowd of people, that recollection 
of mind of which ſhe intended to deprive them 
She prepared tables, covered with every diſh 
chich could awaken the ſenſual appetite; the 
moſt exquiſite liquors were ſet upon the ſide- 
boards; pots were filled with perfumes; flowers 
of every ſort embalmed the air; the palace 
was decorated with every ornament; and ſixty 
of the moſt beautiful ſlaves were prepared for 
this ſervice. It was amidſt theſe magnificent 
ä preparations 
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preparations that Zefagnie propoſed to receive 
the officers of Sinkarih. And, as ſoon as the 


ſuare into which ſhe wiſhed them to fall was 
properly laid, ſhe repaired to the gates of the 
palace, in order to wait for them. 

They at length arrived. * I know for what 
purpoſe you are come, faid ſhe; you are the 
miniſters of the king my nephew's pleaſure, 
But, before you execute a decree, ſo ſevere to 
me, I wiſh. to expreſs to him, as well as to you, 
the grateful ſenſe I have of the fmall fayour he 
has granted me, in not expoſing my huſband 
to a cruel and ignominious death. Enter my 
houſe.—Thoſe who are to bring the unhappy 
Hicar here are not yet arrived. My flaves 
have orders to wait upon you. My preſent fitua- 
tion does not permit me to do this myſelf. 

The officers, after thanking Zefagnie, and ac- 
cepting her invitation, entered the apartment. 
They ſeated themſelves on ſophas; an hundred 
beautiful hands diſplayed an eagerneſs to ſerve 
them; and in the pleaſures of the table they 
ſoon forgot the rigorous orders with which they 
were entruſted. | 

. Meanwhile Zefagnie loſt not a moment; ſhe 
took aſide the executioner. . Yapouſinek,” 
faid ſhe, * do you remember that when king | 
Serkadoum, my brother, Sinkarib's father, in- 
tended to put you to death, I contrived to ſcreen 


you 
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vou from his anger? Do you recollect that at 
that time you were indebted for your pardon'to | 
the very man whoſe life you are about to take ? * 
Ves, madam, and I ſhall never forget it 
Very well, continued Zefagnie, this is the mo- 
ment to diſcover your gratitude: Hicar is inno- 
cent; and you would not wiſh to embrue your 
hands in the blood of a virtuous and beneficent 
man. I have taken, from the ſubterraneous 
priſon of my palace, an old flave, a magician, 
ſtained with the greateſt crimes, who has the 
very air and figure of Hicar, Your ſuperiors 
at this moment are incapable of obſerving you's 
the magician is already dreſſed as my huſband 
muſt be. As ſoon as Hicar thall appear, you 
will receive him from the hands of thoſe that 
bring him; you will toad him with the chains 
you have brought; and there is a red handker- 
chief which you will put upon his eyes; you 
Will then lead him into the hall, where I ſhall 
be to receive his laſt farewel : But you muſt re- 
move indiſcreet people, under the pretence of 
reſpecting the laſt interview of a huſband and 
wife, A moment after this I will deliver to you 
my ſlave, dreſſed, in chains, and his eyes co- 
vered with a handkerchief of the very fame 
Pattern with that you ſhall have upon Hicar's : 
You will then give the ſignal for Execution, and 
* * ſtrike. 
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rike off the head of the magician, which you 
will carry to the palace of the king. . 
May God proſper your deſigns !- replied 
Yapouſmek. Willingly would I hazard my 
n ſave his who is fo dear to 
a dort bs 
Hemet remrd youz Laid Zefagnie, a” 
A. the riches we poſleſs ſhalt be at 
. . Four diſpoſal ; you ſhall want nothing. 

' Searcely was this plot concerted betwixt them, 
| Alen the arrival of Hicar enabled them to put 
it in execution, without experiencing the ſmalleſt 
difficulty. The magician ſlave was on his knees, 
and recognized as the vizir himſelf by the 


guards who had brought him: The officer of 


Sinkarib, who had the charge of giving him an. 
Account of the execution of his orders, was in- 
Formed; he approached; and that very inſtant 
the head of the ſlave was ſtruck off: Yapouſ- 
mek took it up, and carried it to the king. 
Smkarib's officers tore themſelves with great 
- reluctance from the pleaſures which the artful 
Zefagnie had given them to enjoy; but they 
muſt of neceſſity return to their duty; and Hi- 
car's ſpouſe, having made the doors of her pa- 
| lace be ſhut, was left at liberty to devote herſelf 
to the cares to which it ys aye, ee for 
ber to attend. 
She ordered the bod of the Wende 
carried 
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- carried away with the uſual ceremonies, and 
carried, in its robes, to the tomb prepared 
For Hicar, attended- by all. her bouſchold in 
-mourning.. 

As ſoon as it was alt, with the aſſiſtance 
of the jailor of the priſon of her own palace, 
the conducted Hicar into the cell from which 
the old magiclan had been taken; ſhe made it 
de put into the moſt. commodious order; and 

this diſmal habitation became, in the eyes of Ze- 
Ggnie, a moſt delightful palace, fince it had 
reſcued innocence from the rage of envy. 

During this. bloody ſcene, the hypocritical. 
Nadan, affecting a grief which he did not feel, 
had ſhut himſelf up in his apartment. Sinka- 
rib found it neceſſary to bring him out of it. 
« Be comforted, Nadan, ſaid he to him; « we: 
rendered him very dangerous. His whole for- 
tune will. belong to you at his widow's death;. 
and you will ſoon enjoy it; for ſhe cannot long 
ſurvive the loſs the has ſuſtained.” Nadan left 


his apartment with the king; and they both 


haſte to drawn, in the ſtream of pleaſure, the re- 
morſe, uneaſineſt, and torment, with which they 
were ſecretly diſtreſſed; and became ſtill more 
ee and the welfire of AR 


"ILAN thi deaths of Hicar had occaſion- 
- -% 3 ed. 


| ed the utmaſt grief in Nineveh ; and ſoon ſpread 

| a general mourning throughout every pro- 

| Vince of the empire. The neighbouring powers 

| "having received this intelligence, could not ton- 

1 ceive what ſhould” have determined Sinkarib to 

| - extinguiſh the luminary of Aſia, whoſe light 
was the firmeſt ſupport of his power. His ene= | 
mies triumphed,” and ſought __ for a . 4 
to invade Affria. 1 | | 

Pharoah, king of Egypt, 8 this. con- 

juncture | too favourable not to take advantage of 
it 5 and ſent an envoy, with almoſt no retinue, 
to Nineveh,' _ rer . n 
rib, 25 5 


bk  Phoreh, Bente the Sete in of the Rivers | 
i of - the Earth, who fills the pt, of the ſea 

| #vith the immenſe volume of waters which Be 

ö . ** diſcharges by ſroen e to SiNKARIB King 
Fa 

' 

Ie che man who knows not how to govern, 
reg the command. 


9 « We wiſh to. dignify the yoke of kumani- 
1  .# ty, and to reign by our wiſdom throughout 
| , all the earth. Deſcend from your throne ! 
and come, with your grandees and people, 
.* wo meet the * * that 
Kh « wil 
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ce. will cover your ſands, ſhall bring with them. 


.C 
© 


Wait not in your palace till you meet de- 
ſtruction - and death. You may, however, 


have it in your, power to treat with me. as 


PP 
6c 


* 1 


with a brother; and theſe are the coach, 
tions: 


« I, have Kale lions to SI, iy 


and you muſt. ſend me a man who ſhall be 


capable of reſolving them. Nou muſt build 


me a palace between heaven and earth, 


whoſe foundation ſhall reſt on nothing, and 


whoſe roof ſhall be fixed to nothing : They 


e are only ſuperior men whom I ſeek to ho- 


A 
cc 
.cc 


= 


& 
os 


c 
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nour. If you can fulfil theſe conditions, 
you ſhall receive, for four years, a tenth part 
of the revenues of Egypt. But, if the man 
whom you ſend ſhould be baffled, if he fails 
in the ſmalleſt article I exact, then you may 


expect a treatment as much more rigorous 


as I ſhall have cauſe to complain either of 
your diſobedience or of your preſumption.” 


Bin kerib, aſtoniſhed at this letter, ſhowed it 
to Nadan : *. By what means,” faid he, * ſhall 
be able to avert the ſtorm which threatens my 
kingdom? . Summon all the aſtrologers, / the 
| learned men, and the ſages of my empire; aſ- 
ſemble with them all the architects; and let us 


bearn from them, if by any enchantment it is 


55 


poſſible 
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poſlible to conſtruct this imaginary palace which 
Pharaoh requires of me; and fee if there be 
any one who flatters himſelf that he will be 
Deer the funde queſtions of the Egyp- 
tian king“ 

1 5 The calling together ſo extraordinary an aſ- 
ſembly produced univerſal aftoniſhment. Pha- 
raoh's letter was circulated throughout Nine- 
veh; and a copy of it even reached Zefagnie.. 
As ſoon as it was night, ſhe repaired, as uſual, 
to her beloved Hicar, and communicated to- 
him the contents of the letter, by which all the 
people were agitated. Hicar, after reading it- 
with attention, inquired at his ſpouſe what ef- 
bed it had produced upon her. 

It appears to me, replied ſhe, like a cloud 
filled with wind, which is eaſily ſcattered. 
Were my Hicar alive to the reſt of, the world, 
I ſhould look upon theſe myſteries of the E- 

rptian king as idle fancies; and I have alrea-. 
dy conceiveda plan of the caſtle which ſhould 

| be built for him: I would rather with, howe-. 

i ver, that he ſhould make war upon us with. 

; fuch letters, OI wel Wag 6. 

on the frontiers of the country. 

[ While this happy Par were happy in de 

0 enjoyment which they procured to one an- 

| ther, and converſing in tranquility concern 


wy. 
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| Nineveh was in motion to nrake up a council, 
which ſhould form an ahſwer to them. If a 
man paſſed in the ſtreets with a downcaſt head, 
2 fixed eye, and a thonghtfut* air, the officers 
of Sinkarib pulled the muſer by the ſleeve: 4 
« Make haſte,” faid they, ( you are certainly 
a learned man, and are waited for in the coun- 
cil.” This was addreſſed to the people of eve- 
ry rank, and ne tone who were not 
nm 8 
At length Wed Why) aſteibled.” The 
well-informed had - abſented themſelves, that 
they might not be reduced to the mortification 
of confeſſing their ignorance. | 

The king cauſed the diſpatches of the Foyp- 
tian monarch be read, m_ which all with 155 
voice exclaimed, 2 
„ Hicar alone could Bae fulfuled =: Bm 
« ditions of Pharaoh ! They would be aticiwpt- 
ed by any one elſe in vain.” | 
+ © Alas!“ ſaid -Sinkarib to himſelf, fighing 
deepiy « Where art thou, Hicar? Gnawing 
remorſe perpetually ſets your innocence before 
me, in ſpite of the apparent guilt which con- 
demned thee. Where could I find another 
| ſage to extricate me from this dreadful 1 
rinth in which I am bewilderedꝰ ? 
The unhappy ſovereign diſmiſſed the coun- 
el, which, without ſuggeſting any meaſurgs 
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for his relief, added greatly to his regret. He 
did not now ſeek for Nadan to give him confi- 
dence by his advice, or to diffipate his cares in 


pleaſure. To the palace of his aunt Zefagnie 


he bore his inquietude and ſorrow, and bewail- 
ed with her the man to whom they had been 
dear. | 
The wiſe ſpouſe of Hicar loved the king; 
who, enervated as he was by the purſuits of 
pleafure, was endowed with an excellent natu- 
ral diſpoſition, and whoſe ſoul, the influence 
of his court, corrupted as it was, had not yet 
rendered cruel: He threw himſelf at her feet, 
with eyes bathed in tears; and ſhe took him in 


her arms: Come, my dear nephew,” ſaid ſhe 
to him, (I ſhare in your affliction; the king of 


Egypt threatens you; but you muſt not ſuffer 
yourſelf to be diſcouraged. He who is able to 


Inflift a blow does not begin by threats : In 


challenging your wiſdom and knowledge, he 

leads me to ſuſpect his own. You are the ſo- 
vereign of a powerful empire; examine your 
forces, draw them out, and advance towards 
the frontiers before they are attacked. 
„ Alas! madam,” ſaid Sinkarib, « the threats 


eb the Teypiian Ving wee het the only cauſes of 


my affliction ': I am deprived of Hicar, whoſe 


ſenſe, counſels, and knowledge, conſtituted all 


my ſtrength. What king on earth would have 
xk g dared 


ARABIAN TALES. 2663 


dared to inſult me, had he been {till alive? Con- 
vinced, from the bottom of my heart, that this 
illuſtrious man fell a victim to a deteſtable in- 
trigue, I am afraid to examine its ſprings too 
nearly, and to diſcover its authors. 'The cry 
of the nation awakens the remorſe of my con- 
ſcience. I aſſembled a council to deviſe the 
means of anſwering the propoſitions of Pharoah, 
and I was openly told, that, by putting Hicar to. 
death, I had deprived myſelf of every reſource. 
Alas! who, can reſtore me the man whom I 
have treated ſo barbarouſly ! Lead me to his 
tomb, that I may embrace and water with my 
tears the precious relics of this wiſe miniſter. 
I will aſk. advice at his cold remains: Around 
them the ſoul of the man who directed my 
youth doubtleſs wanders; and I may yet hope 
to receive that counſel, which all the pretended. 
ſages of my court are unable to give. 

Zefagnie, that ſhe might learn the nature of 
his ſorrow, did not interrupt the king. And, 
when ſhe was convinced that it was not the fear 
alone of ap inevitable war, that occaſioned his. 
diſtreſs, but that a real ſenſibility was the prin- 
cipal cauſe of it, ſhe thus ſpoke : 

My unfortunate huſband, incapable of trea - 
ſon in any ſhape, certainly ſunk under the odi- 
aus plot of a mean. jealouſy. But the enemies 
AE N have 
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have not been more fortunate in their attempt 
to take away his life. Divine Providence 


| hath reſcued it from their fury, and faved his 


head from the mortal n ons 


- threatened.”- 

_ - Hicar lives! uind Sinkarib, in a tranſ. 

port of joy. Ah! my heart is relieved ! + Hea- 

. ven hath ſaved me from the remorſe of guilt, 
and hath reſerved for me an infallible reſource 


againſt the vain efforts and ſtratagems of Pha- 
roah ! But how has this miracle been perform- 
ed? Where ſhall I find this venerable ſage ? 


And, alas! how ſhall I bear his looks, after my 


black ingratitude towards him ? Will the ſhame 


with which I am covered be a 23 atone- 


ment for my crime ? 


Keep yourſelf calm for a moment, replied 


Zefagnie; I will ſee if it is poſſible: to bring 
him hither: Dread not his preſence: Heaven, in 
protecting his life, has alſo preſerved. his vir- 


tues; nay, it has even crowned them, by granting 
Him patience in e, e Ae wg 
known before. * 
de LAG of the — 2 
py revolution which had taken place in the 


Heart of Sinkarib; it affected the old man very 


deeply; and ſhe then told him, that ſhe had con- 


tealed the ſervice done them by Vapouſmek. 


gr 


« Right or wrong,” faid ſne, 4 ſovereigns 4 


PPP 


* 
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be obeyed; and Sinkarib; although indebted ' 
for his repoſe to the diſobedience” of his ſlave, 
would not, perhaps, pardon the tranſgreſſion of 
his orders. Let us ſuffer the idea of the mi- 


racle to remain, without corroborating it any 


farther: The king may, perhaps, look upon 
your a as a en r from a 
nam.“ 

Hicar ue to go to Sinkirib: The con- 
ſolations he had drawn from the heart of Ze- 
fagnie, thoſe he derived from his own reflec- 
tions, the eaſe he enjoyed in the dungeon 
where he lived; and the uſe of elixirs, which 
had ſupported both his body and his mind; all 
theſe together ſeemed to have renewed the age 
of this old man. He at length came out from 
his retreat, and appeared | in the ee of 3 
W , | 

Sinkarib immediately Abe himſelf” into his 
arms, and with difficulty reſtrained his Joy. | 
Be calm, prince,” ſaid Hicar; i it is eſſen- 
tially neceſfary to your intereſt that my being 
alive ſhould not be known. I know on what terms 
you are with the king of Egypt; he would ak. 
tribute to me all the ſprings which we are a 
bout to ſet in motion; and, preſuming too 
much on y bedrees, he would employ 45 
gainſt you {till more dangerous means. If your 
court, if Nadan himſelf were informed of my 
Vol. II. * being 
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being alive, the Egyptian envoy would be aiade 
- acquainted with it. You muſt-not, then, Sire, 
give any perſon the ſmalleſt hint of the ſecret 
you have now. learned: Beſides you have no 
need to be uneaſy about the propoſitions of 
filence of my retreat, the anſwer which you 

muſt return; and, under a feigned name, I 
| will fulfil the engagements you are about to 
<ome under © mc 10-lpin | 


en king of Aer to run, bing 7 
| | Egypt. 


The man whom a wonder aſtoniſhes will ne- 
ver perform one. 4 


« Your letter, brother, hath. filled. me with 


+ © admiration at the extent and depth of che 


& knowledge which it announces, and the re- 
« ſpect which it ſhows you have for the human 
<« race. I have the honour to be of your 
e opinion, that the power which ſubdues men 
& alſo degrades them ; and that they were born 
to be governed by wiſdom and knowledge. 
c Many learned men of my court are-contend- 
© ing for the honour. of being admitted to a 
« nearer view of your ſurpriſing knowledge, 
mum 


* Planation 
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« planation of the difficulties, which you are to 

< propoſe. The architects, who muſt build 
“ your palace, are here; but it is neceſſary that 
« they collect workmen, who may be able to 
« execute their orders 3 and this requires a de- 
« lay. of three months. I am ſenſible of the 
importance this delay will occafion you. 

« All that you have to do is to find people 
c“ to ſupply them with materials: In all other re- 
« ſpects I accept your terms, and am ready both 
«© to give and to receive hoſtages, unleſs my 
« word ſhall be ex as I rely with entire 
ce confidence in yours.“ 

Sinkarib was — aſtoniſhed at the con- 
tents of this letter. I know well,” ſaid he to 
Hicar, © that you can anfwer all Pharoah's que- 
ſtions, But, ſuppoſing you to be the architect 
of this palace in the air, Where could you find, 
in three months, workmen to labour under your 
orders, unleſs the NE ET IE 
tf? AS. Coe ROK. hrs 1. 

4 My wife,“ replied Hicar, “ has He 
ken the conſtruction of this whimical edifice ; 
She intends to render it impoſſible for Pharoah 
to fulfil the conditions to which he is bound by 
the letter yon are about to ſend him. Zefag- 
nie looks upon this aerial palace as an infant's 
play-thing, which muſt be deſtroyed by the ar- 
. It belongs to her to contrive 

2 2 it: 
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it: She will give me ſome directions for its 
execution. Return to your palace, Sire; diſ- 
patch the Egyptian ambaſſadors. I will ſhut 
myſelf up in my ſolitude, where, under the 
name of Abicam, a Chaldean aſtrologer, and 
protected by Zefagnie, J intend to live unknown 
to all the world, and occupied with your affairs. 
If any embaraſſment ſhould occur in them, you 
can eaſily make me acquainted with it. But I 
have one advice to give you. 
He who plotted my death is as arch your 
enemy as mine. Be upon your guard: Lou need 
not be afraid of any blame on this account, 
ſince the pretenſions of the Egyptian king fur- 
'niſh you the moſt plauſible pretext. Double 
your guard, and take mine, which you left from 
reſpect to the princeſs your aunt. The chief who 
commands them is beyond the reach of corrup- 
tion; and all his officers are of his own choice. 
Honour him with your confidence z and this 
will be one RRR e eg 
enemy. f 
: Hicar.ſeemed to have foreſcen the Ae of 
N adan. This ungrateful miniſter, perceiving 
that the king's going ſo frequently to Zefagnie 
muſt neceſſarily complete his ruin, had formed 
the deſign of bribing Sinkarib's guards, of ſend- 
ing his head to the Egyptian king, and of be- 
n N coming 
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coming his ſucceſſor on the Affyrian throne, as 
a tributary of Pharoah. 

Sinkarib- ſhowed him the letter he meant o 
addreſs to the king of Egypt. Nadan, although 
its contents aſtoniſhed him, looked upon it on- 
ly as a contrivance to gain tima 44 Your ma- 
jeſty,” ſaid. he to the king, d knows very well 
that you cannot fulfil the conditions it impoſes, 
and probably you avail yourſelf of this delay to 
make preparations for war Tes, replied Sin- 
karib;z and I will employ every poffible method 
to enable me to proſecute my deſign, at the 
head of fifty thouſand chariots; but we muſt 
| wait the departure of the Egyptian meſſengers, 
that we may not create in them any ſuſpicion, 
In the mean time, notwithſtanding their pre» 
| ſence, and without being in the leaſt ſuſpected, 
I can withdraw the guard from Zefagnie, in or» 
der ae 0 e 
them for accompanying me to the war. : 

Nadan thought he had now found out the 
motive which-led-the king ſo frequently to the 
widow of Hicar, and became leſs ſuſpicious of 
this circumſtance: Without this, the increaſe of 
his guard, and the inclination which appeared 
in Sinkarib to take the management of his bu- 
ſmeſs into his own, hands, would have added 
greatly to his fears. He applauded the wiſe 
meaſures ol his ſovereign, and Promiſed to ne- 
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the forces of the empire on A reſpectable foot- 


g. 
The ee of Pharoah n from 


Nineveh with diſpatches from Sinkarib, and 


convinced, by public report, that none among 


tze learned of his court had been bold enough 
to undertake the explanation of the myſteries 


which the Egyptian monarch meant to propoſe. 
© Zefagnie diſmiſſed from the ſolitude of Hicar 
all the ſaves to whom he was known, except 
the gardener, i in whom he had entire confidence: 
Their places were ſupplied; as well as thoſe of 
the other domeſtics, by people to whom their 
maſter was totally unknown. Hicar, already in- 


formed of it, appeared to the gardener under 
the name of Abicam, a Chaldean aſtrologer, 


who was to be allowed the uſe of the philoſo- 


Phical apparatus which had belonged to Hicar; 


and was Wholly engaged with Zefagnie's pro- 
Jo for connſtructing the aerial palace. | 
_ Hicar's huntſmen were, by orders of * 


ſpouſe; to over-run the deſarts, in which the 
monſtrous birds, called rocs.*,. were accuſtomed 
to 1 8 1 OFT erg. mer deer of 


e E * e e 
-* The Res, 4 bird of an enormous 8 . I 
Somnd 1 iu the defarts of Africa; it Can carry a weight 


Ws fabulous. 
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| ahve very young, with their firſt down upon 
them, and conduct them to the 44266008 of 
the ſolitary manſion. _ 

- Hicar, under the name of 8 was to 
have two young flaves, eleven years old, who 
muſt be rendered ſo familiar with the birds, 
that the inſtinct of the two 18 ae ſeem 
to be blended together. 

The birds were found, and . to the | 
care of the young children, who left them nei- 
ther night nor day. They fed and ſlept toge- 
ther. There was ſoon a very cloſe familiarity 
eſtabliſhed betwixt the four companions : and as 
the rocs as yet found great difficulty in raiſing 
themſelves into the air, they followed the chil- 
dren every where, in the ſame manner as they 
would have followed their dam. The chijl- 

dren got up upon the back of theſe birds, 
which took great pleaſure in carrying them. 

They fixed upon them ſmall convenient ſaddles, 
on which the heroes, as they were tied to them, 
fat very gracefully, and without running any 
hazard of falling. The birds took the. firſt 
flight in the gardens ;z they were kept by a long 
ribband fixed to their feet, which Hicar held in 
bis hand. By degrees the children became 
able for them, and held the ribband which 
ſerved them for reins. Obedient to the voice 
ie kündige. 
or 
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or alighted at their pleaſure. This docility in- 
creaſed with their ſtrength ; and there now re- 


mained nothing but to inſtruct the young chil- 


dren in what they were to ſay and do, on their 
arrival in Egypt: and, as they were both en- 
dowed with an excellent underſtanding, this 
part of the plan was the eit to be cue 
cuted. | 

Zefagnie cake! frank time-60 tieie 3 
the ſucceſs of her undertaking, and accuſtomed. 
both the children and the rocs to obey her or- 


ders. Every time Sinkarib came to viſit her, 


his fears; concealing from him, however, the 
means ſhe was employing to relieve them. - 
ever ſince he aſcended the throne, thought at. 
length of giving new vigour to the languiſhing 
ſprings of his empire. He found very great 
reſources in Nadan, who, being now awakened, 


diſplayed the treaſures of knowledge with which 
Hicar had ſtored his mind. This miniſter be · 


held the rigorous term of three months faſt ap- 
proaching, without any preparation for war be- 


ing undertaken, or any perſon nominated as the 


chief of the embaffy; and therefore he flattered 
himfeclf that he would reach the moment when 
— | The 


= 


ARABIAN - TALES 273 


The defenceleſs frontiers were expoſed to the 
inroads of an enemy, and the number of his 
ſubjects were diminiſhing every day; for the Aſ- 
ſyrians was paſſing over into Egypt, in order to 
withdraw themſelves from the er with 
which they were threatened. 

When the eighth month had elapſed ſince 
Sinkarib's letter had been diſpatched to Pharoah, 
Hicar, under the name of Abicam, demanded 
permiſſion to begin his journey. He was to 
be eſcorted by the Arabs of the moſt remote 
deſart. It was not till then that Nadan learned 
that a Chaldean philoſopher, protected by Ze- 
fagnie, had undertaken to ſatisfy the Egyptian 
king in every point. His ſurpriſe was greatly in- 
creaſed when he heard that Zefagnie herſelf 
wiſhed to accompany. this ſage, whoſe ability 
ſhe had warranted. He underſtood nothing of 
this extraordinary undertaking; but, if it was 
unſucceſsful, Nadan ſhowed her all the or 
to which ſhe would be expoſ ed. 
Every thing was now in readineſs for the em- 
bafly;: and all the retinue were aſſembled at Hi- 
car's folitude. Sinkarib ſtole from the trouble- 
ſome crowd, to enjoy the ſweets of a private in- 
ter view with his embaſſadoor. 

Maintain your tranquility, Sire, ſaid the pru- 
dent miniſter; together with"the ſafety of your 
realm, I promiſe you the return of the ſubjects 

: who 
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who have emigrated from your frontiers, the 
four years tribute, and the reimburſement of 
all your extraordinary expences. I leave you 
with Nadan, whom you muſt ſtill employ. He 
poſſeſſes abilities, and will be neceſſary to you; 
but do not loſe ſight of him even for a moment. 
At my return I will inform you why I think him 
dangerous. You are leſs connected with one 
another by your pleaſures ſince you have filled 
up your time with public buſineſs, and you 
may eaſily conceal from him your ſuſpicions. 
The envoy of Sinkarib began his march. His 
whole equipage conſiſted of four elephants. He 
himſelf and bis ſpouſe, with two eunuchs, were 
on one tower: The two rocs, and their young 
guides, had each. of them one, with a ſlave to 
ſerve them. Four women and two cunuchs- 
loaded the back of the fourth elephant; and an 
hundred ſlaves on horſeback armed with a cond | 
and a ſpear, eſcorted this little part. 
A filken net covered the tower in which the 
birds were ſhut up, that they might be —_— 5 
ed from the inſpection of the curious. The 
object of this deſtination was to be kept a pro- 
found ſecret from all; and the eunuchs walked 
night and day around theſe myſterious cages, 
and kept the indiſcreet at a diſtance, and to 
prevent all converſation with their conductors, 
1 „ 5 
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ares carried TO} preſents to Pha- 


1 arrived at Maſſer * with- 

out having met with any difficulty, Hicar 
pitched his camp in a commodious place in the 
environs of the city, and, in quality of envoy 
from king Sinkarib, demanded e e uf - 
Pharoah. 
The Egyptian monarch, encouraged by the 
advice of the prieſts of Oſiris, whoſe temple 
ſtands in the middle of the great lake Merov +, 
was well aſſured that he had propoſed que- 
ſtions, to reſolve which was above the capacity 
of mortals : He was on his guard againſt the il- 
luſions of magic; and was certain that, by his 
embarraſſing propoſitions, he would diſconcert 
the abilities, however great they might be, of 
the pretended ſage who had been ſent to him. 
He ſent notice to the ambaſſador that he was 
ready to receive him; and, that he might com- 
mak seele "was eg r rich 
all the magnificence of his court. | 

Hicar, in a very extraordinary dreſs, un- 
known even] at the court of Sinkarib, appear- 
| Lin emo "TOR. -Armneſs of 

| © Miſer, or Meſraim, (Grand Cir, uit by Me | 
raim the fon of Cham. 1 


rov. The lake Merov, 2 in Strabd's 
ale Egypt, and that of Diodorus Sicul us. 
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his ſtep, and his majeſtic air, already command 
ed the reſpect of the whole aſſembly: He ad- 
vanced to the foot of the throne, and ' proftra4 
ted himſelf; and; when this —  horkiage was 
paid, he thus ſpake: umu bi an 
e Sire! You have ſent A chillen wo my 
maſter, which he joyfully accepts, as the com- 
bat does not expoſe either the 'repoſe or the 
life of your two nations.” You "will only to 
diſpute concerning ſcience and wiſdom; and 1 
come from him, admiring your greatneſs, to 
make known to vou his, and ſecure him your 


eſteem for ever. If, by the favour of heaven, 


I am ſucceſsful in this uridertaking; (permit me, 
ſublime monarch! to recal your conditions to 
your memory), we have your facred word, that 


you will for four 2 pay a tribute on all the 


Productions of Egypt. If I am found incapable 
of anſwering” the queſtions agreed upon, my 
life Thall atone for my audacity; and the king 
of Aſſyria, hoſe reſpect for ſeience knows n 
bounds, ſhall ſubject his crown” to you, and en- 
gage to pay annually into your trenſures hat- 
ever ranſom you” ſhall be pleaſed to demand“ 
The dignified and modeſt air of the Affyrian 
CAE "the arrangement, the preciſion, 
and the force of his ſpeech; aſtomihed Pha- 
rach; "and lie reproached himſelf” for bis raſh- 
neck. Could a Wee Funk © -in-effeminacy, 
ey entirely ys 
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entirely un ider the dominion of his paſſions, 
who lockere his ſubjects to groan under the 
yoke of tyranny, could he be ſurrounded with 
fuch men as this, who had explained himſelf 
with ſo much courage and wiſdom ? . Would 
they devote themſelves for the ſafety of a 
prince, every moment of whoſe life was mark- 
ed by weakneſſes and errors? In the ſituation 
in which the Aſſyrian ambaſſador then was, 
what could the old Hicar have faid better, al- 
though he had been Mill alive? | 

Theſe reflections prevented Pharaoh from 
returning an immediate anfwer to the ſpeech 
of the ambaſſador; but at length he broke ſi- 
lence, 

= Envoy of Sinkarib, what is your name?“ 
—« My name is Abicam, the humbleſt of my 
ſovereign's ſlaves. I am one of thoſe worms 
who have hitherto creeped undiſtinguiſhed a- 
bout the throne. At the court of my maſter, 
truſt and honours are conferred on people more 
expert than I am. % Surely,” replied Pha- 
rauch, whoſe ſurpriſe was ſtill increaſed; t if 1 
have before me the meaneſt of the' ſervants of 
the ' Aſſyrian king, his dominions muſt be 
peopled with divinities! But, fince you are fo 
inferior, why was you made choice of, in pre- 
ference to ſo many illuſtrious men, fince Sin- 
Karib pretends ſo much eſteem for me ? | 

Vor- II. A a Sire! 
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Sire! replied the W e the bee, pla · 
ced in the ſcale of exiſtence betwixt birds and 
inſects, is the leaſt of all the winged animals. 
Yet, ſee the wonderful work it ; compoſes ! | It 
is admitted with diſtinction to the tables of the 

moſt illuſtrious ſovereigns ; z and, in the eye of 
Sinkarib, the ſmall and the great are of equal 
eſtimation. He judges them from the pinna- 
cle of greatneſs to which the Deſtinies have 
raiſed him. This anſwer delighted the Egyp- 
tian king, who, although dazzled with his own 
magnificence, yet beheld with enthuſiaſm the 
merit and knowledge which ſeemed to riſe a- 
bove all ordinary bounds. He diſmiſſed Hicar, 
offering him for a habitation the moſt beauti- 
ful palace in Maſſer ; but the huſband of Ze- 
| fagnie choſe rather to return to his compa- 
nion, where every thing neceſſ. ary for him was 
ſent by the orders of Pharoah. : 

Scarcely had Hicar retired under his tent; | 

when a miniſter from the king came to acquaint 
him, that in three days he muſt return to the pa- 
lace prepared to anſwer the rw that ſhould, 
be put to him. 5% 

The vizir, completely killed in the at & 
courts, received the Egyptian miniſter in 4 
manner, of Which this laſt had formed d no. 


idea, | and . bim back, convinced one. 


”- 
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the man with whom he had pu converſed was 
above the condition of mortals. b 
The three days were elapſed; and Hicar re- 
paired to the palace of the king. He was wait- 
ed for at the gates, to be conducted with great 
ceremony into Pharoah's preſence, who was 
| ſeated on his throne, clothed in a purple robe, 
embroidered with gold, and richly adorned with 
jewels; with. a moſt ſplendid and magnificent 
court around him, conſiſting of all the, gran- 
dees of the kingdom. FP 
'The Aflyrian. miniſter having ſaluted kim 
reſpectfully, waited with downcaſt eyes, and his 
hands folded upon his N till Po one 
ſhould ſpeak to him. | 
. Abicam, “ ſaid the king to > kim, e every 


J 4. 


thing in the univerſe is enigmatical, and every 
object of contemplation conceals an important 55 
truth. Caſt your eyes on me, and around my 
throne, and tell me what I reſemble i in the midſt 
of my court?“ | 

e Sire, replied Hicar, « here 1 am no leſs 
ſtruck; than I would be if the Nile, which co- 
vers the divinities of my country, were to fall, 
and diſcloſe to my view Bilelſanam, ſurrounded | 
With all his power. ; 

The king of Egypt, pleaſed with this W 
ordered the ambaflador to be clothed in one of 
the moſt * robes in the palace, and de- 


. | Aa 2 ferred 


— 


yn” wv ga 


The king, received him then dreſſed in white, 
and his courtiers wore ſuits of different colours, 


| eee 


c What do you ſee here?“ aſked Wende ö 

« I ſee, Sire, the fertile plains of Egypt un- 
cultivated, dried up, without the ſmalleſt. yege- | 
tation, waiting for. thoſe treaſures, which are 
ſoon to deſcend from the ſummits of the moun- 


tains of Ethiopia: This is the reſemblance of 


the court with which you are ſurrounded. 
Tour vaſt turban repreſencs/the rexiying 
ſ{nows, on which the heavens appear to reſt· 

« Your eyes, and your mouth, are the hene: 
dann arne which 00-19 ſcagber are ard whle 


che nouriſhing ſalts. 


— 6 Your hands, like he . 
ta, will diſtribute your ſuperfluous wealth z and 
ee ne 
to a new being.” Pax: 

- Searcely had he Goiſhed this reply, when. an 
countenance of all. Pharoab, after "ordering a 
dreſs ſtill more ſumptuous than. the former to 
be given to the ambaſſador of Simkarib,” e 
ed the following day for a third audience. 

Hicax, eres, ee eee 


eee eee, 


Jewels, 
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jewels; that he could not look ſtedfaſtly at him 
his vizirs alſo were covered with them. The 
effebx of ſo much light forced the ambaſſador to 
caſt down his eyes; and Pharoah; availing him- 
ſelf of this confuſion, ſaid to him, Sage of Af 
7 what ſenſation do you feel 77 
J awoke late;“ replied the ambaſſador; 
wand my eyes having ſcarcely got out of the 
darkneſs} in which they were wrapped up du- 
ring my repoſe, are not yet familiar with the 
rays of the ſun, whoſe perfect image I now be- 
hold in your majeſty. But, by putting my hand 
before my eyes, I am able to contemplate and 
diſtinguiſh, together with the ornaments of the 
Zodiac, the ſeven planets which borrow their 
light from the ſtar which er e 852 uni- 
verſe.” | 
Pharoah was betrayed into an e of 
applauſe. * But it was yet too ſoon to confeſs 
hirnſelf overcome. Even when the ambafſador 
ſhould have given a full explanation of every 
queſtion which might be propoſed, the aerial pa- 
Hee would ſtill remain to be built; and be would 
have it in his power to impoſe wy inſtead of 
| receiving then.” = 

In the mean ume, in order to put the with 
dom of Hicar to a new trial, he ſpoke to him 
thus: „ You have made me three anſwers ſuc- 
e wich which” L muſt «confeſs. myſelf 
A 23 plealed 3 
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pleaſed ; * 
the alluſion of the ſplendour which ſurrounds 
me, to what would nen your own 
king inkarib? ?- t 
„ Sire,” replied Hicary en e wy 
thoughts ſo high. This attempt, totally new, 
ſurpaſſes all my efforts. It is almoſt impoſlihle for 
me to fix at once on all his reſemblances 3 for, 
under each af them, I could exhibit him in the 
moſt ſplendid point of view. The friend of 
peace, he is like the wind of the ſouth, which, 
moving without interruption, ſcarcely ' ruffles 
the furface of the ocean. If che wind of the 
north ſhould, diſpute” his claim to glory, then, 
— of his ſtrength, he baut, forth the 
— Sander bord inv N 
the waves of the ſea ſhake the ſolid ea 
ande thr foundations ef the earth.” PA... 
' Theſe words of Hicar were tSribbe-26 the 
3 they defcribed : The ing of Egypt 
and all his court were diſirayed; and Am- 
karid wüs elevated, in lis mind; high 5 the 
"vaults" of the palace of Maſſer-. A 
5 Hence teftified at onee the abilities of the ora- 
dor, and the” conſternation of the andience. 
Thon barne 8 by bis ny 5 
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foreſcen 1 5 2 1 
dee ret rhe hs gn 
der. = W 
—_—_— p eee, 
| | The pride of Ph 2 
Ki his having a rival wi inn 
dor ſhewed RS an 
or — pai, e 
eee be reckoned as 10 ** 
eee 10 himſelf; 2 
Who is e de . 
Thc dure be har ow whos my 
other man have been thi — Rom * 
© ety; nnn = wig 5 
rage. biet . 1 e 1 a 
After” theſe refleions, he ordered = 
een . cs ne the 
mag- 
e 5 80 * n= he intended 
2 Aal nn _ 
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u every point, I ſhall look upon your triumph 
as a favour from heaven, which T ought to re- 
ſpect. But, if I have the advantage in any ar- 
ticle whatever, ant ſhall 2 me erg 
proſecuting W % e 

e alſo will demand mine,” replied Hier; 
e hen they ſhall have been clearly eſtabliſh- 
ed ; and he was about to take his leave of the 
king for the fourth time, when the arrival of 
ol meſſenger from Aſſyria, with diſpatches for 
the king of Egypt, was announced to the pre- 


tended” Abicam. Hicar' demanded permiſſion 


to bring forward "the courier; he received the 
letter, and, after Putting it upon his heart and 
His head, delivered it to the ſovereign to whom 
it Was addrbffed. "Pharaoh opehet is and thee 
were its contents. | * * 
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When reaſon and good faith pee, * 
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00 friendſhip on which I depend as fully, as 
« if you had already promiſed them, I | 
& very deſirous, brother, to be on the ſung 
« terms, with all my neighbours; but I have 
« ſome who are more ambitious than wile. 

« are not endowed with an enlightened under- 
« ſtanding. . I have laboured to render the fore 
« ces pf my empire ſo reſpectable, that I may 
« be able to make them repent the leaſt in- 
« fringement. of the treaties into which we 
« have entered. But I ſtand r ff 100g 
« hundred katars *, to complete. the paymer 

« of ſixty thouſand chariots. of war which 1 
« have equipped; and J beſeech you to ads 
« vance them: Your delivering this ſam into 
« the hands of my ambaſſador ſhall be confi 
60 dered as a mark of your: confidence, which 
« will entitle you ſtill more to my eſteem.” 


Phan ans? e 
by the wiſdom and firmneſs of Hicar's replies 3 
and the letter of Sinkarib ſtill increaſed his a- 
' ſtoniſhment; as it was a proof, that this mo- 
narch was perfectly at caſe feſpecting every 
ching chat might be required of his ambaſſa- 
dor; and (hat he conlidered bimſelf belore, 
band as vitori 
en bis gas fe dr c Ae 
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Beſiles, it ſuggeſted to his mind a very 1 XY 
dable power, in ſpeaking of Sinkarib's having 
augmented his military force, by the addition 
of ſixty thouſand chariots of war. This was 
not the ſtyle in which Nadan had ſpoken of 
them to the deputies of Pharaoh; the Aſſyrian - 
Eing ſeemed to have intended to conſtrudt only 
forty thouſand chariots, and even this he did 
not believe that prince could have accompliſh- 
ed. But, inſtead of this, -Sinkarib's letter made 
mention of fixty thouſand z, and he requeſted | 
nine hundred katars to ſupply this enormous 
expence, which he talked of as a trifle. In 
any other fituation, „Pharaoh would have con- 
ſidered this lofty ſtyle as a political trick; but 
the conſideration. alone of the miniſter by 
hom it was preſented determined. him to 
give credit to the letter. 
„ Abicam,” ſaid he to him, « before com- 
plying with "Sinkarib's requeſt, I muſt inlift 
upon the conſtruction of the palace I have de- 
manded, and which you have engaged-to build. 
Fulfil your obligation, and 1 ſhall: be directed 
in my anſwer by its execution. 1 2 
Tour majeſty will be pleaſed to point out 
the place you have made choice of for its itua- 
tion, replied Hicar. Although this lietle won- 
der muſt not reſt upon the earth, yet it muſt . 
5 bare certain points of ee en it 
, e tt 
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is neceſſary to determine. You muſt give in a, 
plan to the architect who. is in my train, and 
who has orders to conform himſelf to your — 
deas. Lou muſt likewiſe order materials to be 
collected on a ſp pot of ground within the reach 
of labourers, who muſt put them into the, 
hands of my workmen. 5 
I only want, faid the king, a a pavilion of one 
hundred ſquare feet, with a dome of a propor- 
tioned elevation, ſurrounded with a terrace of, 
twenty feet in circumference, defended by a 
railing three feet and a half higher. I wiſh a 
ladder to hang from it, which ſhall almoſt 
reach the ground, ſo as that one may conveni- 
ently put their foot upon it as they alight from 1 
a camel. This pavilion, of which the outſide muſt. 
be adorned according to the taſte of your en⸗ ba 
gineer, muſt be an hundred and fifty feet from 
the ground, and fronting the quarter where 
you have pitched your camp. In four days vou : 
ſhall have as many materials as would build 
four ſuch edifices, and workmen ready to de- 
liver them into the hands of yours; but con- (7 
| fider well my ſtipulations. | 
„ 1 ſhould have the honour of recalling em 
to you” , Sire,” replied Hicar, «if what is com- 
mitted to Writing could poſſibly, he Forgot... 
In "Four dafs your majeſty ty ſhall be a Wi e 
the * complete MB of your wiſhes. 
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be preciſion and coolneſs of Hicar's ufer 
completely confounded Pharoah : He was riow 
convinced that he had to do with a powerful 
magician : As ſoon as the Aſſyrian ambaſfador 
was withdrawn, he ſent for the college of the 
prieſts of Ofiris'and Anubis, in order to conſult 
them; and they came at his command. 
He laid before them the embiraſſinerit into 
which he thought to have thrown Sinkarib, and | 
_ that into which he himſelf had been thrown ſince | 
| His propoſitions had been accepted. «This 
King,” faid he to him, * has ſent me a learned 
aſtrologer, who gueſſes all my thoughts. Far 
from being obſcure, as theſe people commonly 
are, he enlightens my own ideas, and preſents 
them to me much more accurately than they 
had occurred to myſelf. You who. are an adept 
in all the ſciences, can you tell me who this mart 
is Of what kind is his knowledge ? Arid on 
what reſources he depends for building, before 
my own eyes, a pavilion in the air, the dimen- 
fions of which he has juſt now required, with 
the fame confidence that one would require 
thoſe of the moſt ſimple palace e 1497 = 
conſtrufted on the ground? "La bn. 
&« Sire l“ replied the. oldeſt of the prieſts,” 
. ever fince this Abicam has bern at your 
court, we have endeavoured, by every mean we 
could think of, to diſcover the nature of his 


Con- 


» 
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conſtellation. . We have applied the rule to all 
thoſe which compoſe the zodiac, without having 
met with the ſtar which. directs him; and we 
begin to ſuſpect that it muſt be ſituated in a 
heaven above that to which we have directed 
our. labours and obſervations. He is come from 
among the powerful magicians of Chaldea; and 
it. is poſſible that he is one of them. But, {kill- 
ed as he is in his art, it will be impoſſible 
for him to form any real thing by natural 
means, or give probability to an illuſion, if thred 
only of our number anne 
On the,day.he pda 80 build; we will-bea | 
take ourſelves to the place marked out; and we: 
have little doubt, but that his workmen, if he 
really has any, will be unable to ſupport the figs 
„ wann 
cal charms. Foayf 54 we 27 | 
The king, taking en at this difcourſos 
onda every thing requiſite. for the conſtrue- 
tion of the pavilion to be ready on the appoint- 


ed ſpot: Four thouſand Ethiopians, fix: hun- 


dred chariots; an hundred alephants, and the 
moſt expert workmen in Egypt, were S 


in collecting the neceſſary materials. 


Hicar and Zefagnie obſerved theſe een 
Parations without the leaſt uneaſineſs; the 
n BDP mean 


* 
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means they were to employ were. ſo Gmpley that 
hey could not doubt of their-ſucceſs, +7; 
In the mean time, the term! preſcribed had 
eſcaped; and a herald had already intimated to 
Hicar, that the king of Egypt waited for him at 
the palace, whither he immediately repaired. 
„ Well, now!“ ſage Abicam, faid Pharoah, 
a « your wiſhes are fulfilled. Every article ne- 
ceſſary for building a whole palace is at the ap- 
pointed place. Are ann 8 warkoy: wy 
to begin? 

They have only a * the Ganal of. your 
najeſty's.plegſure, replied. Hicar; and if, in an 
hour hence, your majeſfy is diſpoſed to go to 
the place marked out, your deſires ſhall all be 
fatisfied. Meanwhile I return to my * to 
haſten the wor. 

What new ſubject af.adetirdtion.oe.the 2 
goptian monarch ! Abicam was a man who 
king gave orders for an hundred chariots to be 
apportunity of enjoying this very ſingular ſpec- 
tacle. The college of the prieſts were added to 
this train; which was PHP" aeg 
an immenſe crowd of people from Maſſer. 

Hicar and Zefagnie waited to receive Pha- 
roah under arms; and the whole party were 

De by order of * banda. „He had 
n { put 


4 
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put himſelf at their head, and appeared as for- 
midable under the banners of e under 
the ſhield of Minerva. 

The four elephants, covered with towers a 
dorned with waving flags, were placed in the 
van. The two rocs and their guides were each 
in their tower, and only waited the ſignals they 
were to obey. As ſoon as Hicar could diſtin- 
guiſh the chariot of Pharaoh, he made Zefag- 
nie aſcend his tower, ordered the muſic to be- 
gin, and ſet off hlapiclt . full nnn 
the ſovereign. 

Seeing a horfeman - neh 0 gracefully; 
ory "with ſuch a martial appearance, the 
Egyptian king never once thought that it 
was the Aſſyrian ambaſſador. Hicar alighted. 
from his horſe, and was. ſoon. recogniſed. by. the 
kings to whom he paid his reſpects. 

What! is it yon, Abicam 4% faid he to 
Mm; « how can you thus remove from yourſelf 
the burden of years, and diſplay before me as 
much gradefulneſs and vigour, as you have al- 
ready ſhown' me wiſdom. —« Sire !? replied 
Hicar, your | majeſty. extols too highly the 
weak abilities which you are kind enough to 
remark in - Abicam ; they are the effect of that 
noble emulation with which the king my ma- 
ſter- inſpires his miniſters. But, let us not de- 
_ kuli che engagements agreed upon | 

| "VS © witz. 
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and eager to.gratify your impatience; and they 
only wait your majeſty;s order to give you new 
proofs both of their zeal and dexterity. -., . - 
Let them begin,” ſaid Pharaoh.  « Hicaz 
then turned towards the elephants, and made a 
 Gignal with his hand, upon which the net which 
covered the two towers diſappeared. * A woman 
then appeared, and aſcended. into the air. She 
was dreſſed after the Aſſyrian manner, in 
z purple- coloured robe, all beſpangled with 
gold; a veil of gauze fluttered · in the wind 
from the top of a tiara enriched with dia- 
_ monds, which, ſtruggling with the rays of the 
fun, ſeemed to rival their ſplendour, Every db- 
| jeft around her, in which ſhe caſt her lively 
and piercing eyes, immediately felt itſelf com- 


pletely ſubjected to her will; and the expreſſion 


of her features diſcovered at once the dignity 
and grace of her ſex. Thrice the ſtruck the 
air with her rod, and, in a diſtinct and firm 
voice, pronounced the following words — 

Humble ſlaves of the powerful king Sin- 


4 Karib n 


% Pharaoh 5 
At that inſtant ee was 
ee tearing their e carried above the 


clouds their young conductors, two of the moſt 


MOT Ou» 5: IG to behold. More 
AY... ſplendid 
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Slendid and leſs perfidious than the fon of Ve- 
nus, they appeared, notwithſtanding the rapi- 
dity with which they were carried, to enjoy 
themſelves ' very much on the back of their 
aerial ſteeds, directing their motion towards 
. hens bog 
originally deſcended. . | 

Garlands of flowers, whoſe vivid colours were 
totally eclipſed: by that of their ' complexion, 
were the only reſtraint they had impoſed upon 
their beautiful hair; and their treſſes floated in 
the wind, which at one time ſcattered them, 
ur- ele ved eee ere 
give them the power of wings. 5 

Their garments of coloured gauze, Fielding” | 
ts the laws of cxotion; repreſtnted/arcund tien 
a-variegated R r rm 
of Iris... - * 

They had in their hand a golden trowel, which 
they handled with an eafy careleſſneſs ; an in- 
genious ſmile which animated their countenance 
was an evidence that they were- not: afraid to - 
truſt themſelves to the element through which . 
they were to paſs. 155 
Pharach, and all the multitude, ſtood mute 
through ſurpriſe; but they, as well as the train of 
Hicar, who were ſtrangers totheſe myſteries, ſoom 
 fent-up a ſhont of admiration. The officers of 
the Egyptian guard approached thoſe of Hicar, 

"""D'V.3 and.” 
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and thus inquired of them, What prodigy 
is this which we have beheld ?”--We are per- 
fectly ignorant of it, replied the Aﬀyrians. + 
Pharaoh was in extacy; but the aſtoniſhment 
of the prieſts was beyond all bounds. The 
monarch having at length recovered the uſe of 
his ſenſes, aſked them be 1 e * this 
miracle? 

* Sire l“ ſaid they, « this is 2 difplay of ma! 
oe ate t6 every human effort, and far be- 
yond our knowledge.” The king then addreſſed 
Hicar: * Abicam,” faid he to him, by what 
name do you call the forcereſs, or the goddeſs, 
hom we have juſt ſeen ?Whither are the 
gen gone whom ſhe commands.” ( Moſt 
powerful monarch l“ replied Hicar, « there is 
neither goddeſs, nor ſorcereſs, nor genius here; 
you have ſeen only a woman and two children; 
but they are ſubjects of the illuſtrious Sinkarib.” 
s Shall we ſee them return They have 
your pavilion to build, ind the woman you ſaw 
the architect; look up to the heavens; your 
workmen are "deſcending. As ſoon as Hicar 
4 Perceived that the birds were within reach of his 
voice, he called out to them, OTA 
Farid, — ooo To 7 as. 
At chat inſtant the woman W 
and, with a ſtroke of her rod, brought the chil- 
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to them, ( your foundations are dug, go and de- 
mand the materials neceſſary to begin your 
work; there are my dimenſions.” And at the 
fame time ſhe threw them a bunch of ribbands, 
which the children laid hold of, and then di- 
rected their flight to the place where the work- 
men were waiting for them with all the arti- 
cles they had prepared. Pharaoh went to the 
-fame place; and the prieſts, followed by the 
aſtrologers, were cager to __ among the 
workmen. 
e 
W e e ee ee 
their young guides to be heard with their clear 
and meladious voices. . * Subjects of Pharaoh, 
faid they, © give us ſtones, lime, and ſand, that 
we may build the pavilion for your maſter.” 
The ſlaves of the Egyptian king, and the la- 
Wm be 
Great king ! exclaimed the lady from the top 
v6 thi. cram; halle ate wife: Ba, 
whom your majefty employs in your ſervice. 
Exert here your power, and that {ſpring which 
gives energy to {ſuch hearts as have been debaſed 


by ſlavery: Order the baſtinado to he appliect yo” 


| theſoles of their feet. Pharaohalſs was loſt in 
workmen. Subjects of Sinkarib ! Your majeſty 


# 


/ - — 
P — 
4 - 


It is indeed impoſſible for you to touch the 
Earth, but you may come extremely near it; 
put yourſelf within the reach of thoſe who can- 
not affiſt you; and, at the ſame time, making 
a ſignal with her rod, which they were accuſ- 
tomed to obey, they began to deſcend by a cir- 
. cular flight. The Ethiopians fell flat with their 
faces on the ground; and ſuch, as from mere 
ſtapidity remained ſtanding, were violently over 
turned by the feet of the rocs. \ 

The priefts of Oſiris, forming themſelves in- 
to a circle, with their high prieſt in the center, 
ſtood firm in their places. They had aſſembled 
in a circular order, in order to execute the de- 
the inchantment they expected to ſee. But, in 
order to have kept up even the appearance of 
oppoſing rod to rod, it would have been neceſ- 
ſary for their chief to have preſerved his fa- 


culties. But, the moment he ſaw the children 


begin to deſcend, he was loſt in aſtoniſhment, 
and the enſign of his power dropped from his 
hand. All his train were in horror, when 4 
|  ftroke of the truly powerful rod directed the 
ſtorm towards them: At the prompt obedience 
them fall upon one another, wrap themſelves up 
in the folds of their garments in grder to eſcape | 
fo many dangers, and in a ſhort time this col 


* 
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lege of learned men were nothing but a lifeleſs 
heap. The plain, which before was covered 
with an innumerable crowd of people, appeared 
a deſart full of deſolation. Pharaoh, whoſe 
ſoul was haughty, but full of vigour, was the 
only one whom aſtoniſhment did not complete- 
ly overcome; and thus he addreſſed Hicar, whe 
had remained always at his ſidde. ? 
l % Abicac J“ faid he, I; am dazzled with | 
ehimeras, and confounded with appearances. 
Surrounded by my magi, I have depended too 
much on their power. Since the death of Hi- 
ear the Chaldean, I had preſumed that there 
was not a man in Aſſyria who could enter the 
liſts with me. You have corrected my miſtake, 
and forced from me that eſteem of which I have 
hitherto given you but trifling marks. Sovereign 
of an induſtrious people, I thought myſelf more 
powerful than Sinkarib ; but he has oppoſed to 
me a woman only, and all my people, are by her 
reduced to mere machines. I ſincerely wiſh to 
become the friend and ally of your king; and 
I beſeech you to be our mediator. Come to- 
morrow, to my palace, and all our conditions 
Mall be fulfilled. | 
. , Notwithſtanding this nds; it a ws be 
prefumed that the king of Egypt was inwardly 
mortiſied thus to confeſs his defeat; but he 
was a politician, and reſolved to hide the real 
. | ns motive 
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motive of his reſolution : By the moſt noble be- 
haviour, he endeavoured to conceal the dangers 
with which he was threatened by the nen, 
of Sinkarib, _ LS, 
The rocs and their nakies had dlsppered : 
and, as ſoon as the lady who directed theſe won 
ders had ſeen their effect, ſne immediately re- 
entered her tower, which was again covered 
with the myſterious veil. The plain, which had 
formerly looked like a deſart, was peopled anew, 
and Pharaoh, followed by his court, had return- 
ed to his palace. Hicar had alighted from his 
arms, and retire to their tents. The rocs, and 
their guides, who had been concealed in a neigh- 
bouring | foreſt,” had. returned to their towers, 
and covered themſelves with the net. And 
Hicar and Zefagnie, now diſarmed; were congra- 
tulating one another on the fortunate ſucceſs of 
their ingenious ſtratagem, reg mw . 
of their future condu tt. 
I Will, — 3 cad Hicar, © 6% 
very article of the ſigned conditions, and to- 
morrow every thing will be agreed upon. The 
imagination of the Egyptian king is very much 
affected; his people are equally aſtoniſhed; and 


Iwill avail myſelf of this diſpoſition in both c 


advance the intereſt of Sinkarib. The treaſurx 
muſt be filled which Nadan has exhauſted; the 
11 Wo - forces, 
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forces of the kingdom muſt be re-eſtabliſhed ; 
and the frontiers. muſt be put in a ſtate of de- 
fence. Should Pharaoh ever learn that he has 
been impoſed upon by a ſtratagem, it would be 
impoſſible for us to reſiſt his rage. As ſoon, 
therefore, as we. ſhall have returned to my 
ſolitude, I will make a truſty huntſman conduct 
the rocs into the middle of the deſarts; he will 
ſeparate the children from them during the 
night; and, having ſet them upon a camel, bring 
them back to me. Sinkarib would be unable to 
reſiſt the curioſity of ſeeing the ſame manoeuvres 
diſplayed before him, which have juſt now aſto- 
niſhed Egypt; and it is neceſſary to keep up the 
belief of a miracle in the mind of the king, and 
even of the Aſſyrians. It will inſpire our peo 
ple with confidence, and prevent them from 
throwing themſelves into the chains of their ene- 
mies abroad, in ſeeking to ſhun them at home. 
Not, added the ſage Hicar, that I would wiſh 
to deceive the king of Egypt on every point; 
but he ſhall learn from me no- circumſtance 
 whichiit is of importance to conceal from him. 
In duty to my own character, and to that of an 
ambaſſador, 1 muſt- inform bim im time who” || 
ploy no other artiſice than that T-have' already 
made uſe of, in cauſing a falſe carrier to'teliver-* 
me a letter from Sinkarib, which in reality Þ+” 
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brought ſealed from Nineveh, to be uſed as och 


caſion ſhould require. After theſe wiſe arrange» 


ments, this happy pair grew calm, and waited 
without uneaſineſs the events of to-morrow. © 

Every thing was now ready in the city of 
Maſſer, and in the palace of the king, for giv- 
ing the ambaſſador the moſt magnificent recep- 
tion. He was' no longer treated 'as the envoy 
of a prince, who was before hand conſidered as 
a vaſſal of Pharaoh; a deputation of the gran- 
dees of the court went out to meet him at the 
gates of the city; and, when he approached the 
throne, the ſovereign, after receiving his hom. = 
age, deſcended to embrace him. 

© Dear Abicam I ſaid he to him, (d diftinguiſhs 
ed and valuable man ! From your preſence, your 
words, and your actions, I have learned what 


King Sinkarib is. I command thouſands of 


ſlaves, but he governs them. Aſſyria would have 
had much to boaſt of had it only produced Hi- 
car and you! Certainly you were a diſciple of 
this ſage? You have been well acquainted 
with him ?—Sire! replied Abicam, I will in 
time diſcover to you the connection I may have 
had with with a man for whom you have pre- 
ſerved ſo much efteem.—{(If I have failed in my 

reſpe& for Sinkarib, replied Pharoah, it has 

been owing to the murder of that illuſtrious 


* 


— 
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en the king of Aſſyria as a tyrant, of whom the 
world ought to be freed.) “ And, if Hicar 
were ſtill alive,” ſaid Abicam, „ he would en- 
deavour to vindicate his ſovereign from the de- 
teſtable calumnies which have been thrown out 
upon. this monarch on his account. Pardon 
me, Sire ! if for a moment I differ from you in 
opinion: The reputation and intereſts of that 
vizir were as dear to me as to any other per- 
fon, and my attachment to him can end only 
with my life; yet I know (and you ſhall one 
day know it likewiſe), that he was not, _— 
inſtance, irreproachable. | 

Sixteen years before his death, Sire, he ions 
felf, in the moſt obliging manner, whetted the 
ſword with which he was to be ſtruck, and gave 
it to Sinkarib, whoſe hands were to uſe it.—I 
am nat permitted to ſay more: The interpreter 
to you of my maſter's will, I muſt not at preſent 
act the part of his confident. But, to return to 
Hicar, I cannot help blaming him: He aſpired 
too Toon after repoſe and retirement. Man is 
- born. for labour; and the tranquility he purſues 

is a' ſhadow. When public affairs are in the 
hands of a wiſe man, he ought not to nden 
them to an imprudent miniſter. | 

I begin,” ſaid Pharoah, e e 
* Hicar may have had his failings, ſince your 
wiſdom has pointed them out. And beſides, 
* Vo. II. 2 C 1 
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I conſider you as ſo much above him, that you 
would not ſeek for faults in his character, if. 'in 
reality there were none. 

Lou will even be convinced, Sire, that I am 
in no reſpect ſuperior to Hicar. I have unhap- 
pily as many faults to reproach myſelf with as 
I ever diſcovered in him. —“ But,” ſaid Pha- 
roah, © before we ſpeak of the conditions, (which 
I already look-upon as fixed), Will you not in- 
form me as to the nature of that object whom 
we beheld under the appearance of a woman, 
and whom you have announced as the architect 
of Sinkarib ?—I will tell you, Sire; but it muſt 
be kept a ſecret from the chief of your mini- 
ſters. She was ſiſter to the deceaſed king; and 
conſequently ſhe is aunt to the preſent king of 
Aſſyria. She made a voluntary offer of co- 
ming to fulfil your deſigns, on condition that 
ſhe ſhould remain unknown.—l1 cannot, ſaid the 
King, give her a greater proof of my admiration, 
than by yielding to her wiſhes: But I have a 
painful effort to overcome, in with-holding from 
her that homage which is due to her birth, her 
merit, and, above all, to the uncommon power 
with which ſhe is inveſted. —She is entitled, 
Sire, to the moſt diſtinguiſhed attention; but 
her power does not deſerve to be ſo much ex- 
tolled by your majeſty, ſince every woman, of 
8 TW SNIOEE TL 4 
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Let us fign our treaty, Abicam : It muſt be 
done by you and me. 

I aſpire to the friendſhip of Sinkarib, and 
wiſh to ſee him in Nineveh, and admire his 
gy: Orders are already given to pay to you 

e tenth of the revenues of Egypt for four 
years, To this I have added the nine hundred 
katars which your ſovereign aſked from me to 
complete the conſtruction of his chariots of war. 
Tell him that I will aſcend them together with 
him to attack his enemies ; I ſhall order the re- 
turn of all his ſubjects who have taken refuge in 


Egypt: And here is a letter which you will de- 
N r a me. 


« Priana0n, ting of Eee i Sixediu, ling of 


Glory to the powers from whom proceed the 
favours. which are ſhed upon the earth ! Glory 
to him who is crowned with them! 


I wiſhed,” brother, « to contend with you 
« in wiſdom, and myſelf impoſed the terms; 
% but I have failed in the ſtruggle; and pay 
&« moſt willingly, in conſideration of the excel- 
« lent things I have heard and ſeen, You 
* 3 nine hundred katars to de- 
Cc 2 60 fray 
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« fray. your extraordinary expences; and I am 
« extremely happy in having it in my power to 
-& oblige you. The only requital I aſk for this is, 
that you will exchange with me an offenſive 
& and defenſive treaty of alliance, which, ſealed 
« with my great ſeal, will ee dee 
« your enlightened ambaſſador.” 

Abicam, loaded with preſents and with how 
nour, and Zefagnie, enriched. with a diamond 
ſtar, reſumed the road. to Nineveh, carrying 
with them the terms of the Egyptian king. Two 
grandees of his court, at the head of a detach- 
ment of cavalry, eſcorted the cmbally to the 
frontiers of Aſſyria. . 

.- Hicar was ſomewhat uneaſy at this Mone; 
bo did not wiſh to ſee ſo many eyes fixed upon the 
cages which contained the birds. In ſtrict po- 
licy he ſhould have put them to death, and bu- 
ried them in his tent; but he was incapable of 
Þ doing harm to animals which had rendered 
him ſuch eſſential ſervice. He contented him- 
ſelf with placing around them a conſtant and 
watchful - guard; and, whether he was obliged 
to ſtop during the day, or to pitch his camp in 
order to reſt during the night, he did this in ſuch 
| manner, as that it was impoflible to diſcover - 
his innocent ſtratagem. In the mean time, he 
had diſpatched a warrior to Sinkarib, with a 
letter, in the name of Abicam, which informed 
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kim of his ſucceſs at large, and acquainted 
him with the return of his ſubjects under his 
government, and the arrival of the nine hun- 
dred katars, in addition to the ranſoms which 
he brought. 

Nadan read this letter, wo was bandes 
at it. „ Who is this Abicam, ſaid he, « who 

is patroniſed by Zefagnie, and who, in fo 
We a time, has performed ſo great wonders? 
Sinkarib, even when his glory was at the high- 
eſt pitch, would have thought himſelf very 
happy in coming off upon equal terms with the 
king of Egypt; and yet this laſt has become his 
tributary, at the very time when he had only to 
ſhow himſelf in order to invade him! Nadan 
was aſtoniſhed at all this; and, as he beheld, in 
this ſtranger, a man too dangerous for him, he 
was already contriving in what manner he might 
get rid of him: While, on the other hand, 
Sinkarib was returning thanks to heaven for 
having preſerved his old vizir, to extricate him 
from the difficulties nnn r Wertes 
. own negligence. ; 

Public report loudly proclaimed the: cliches 
which had been performed at Maſſer. Is the 
man whom you have employed a magician, ſaid 
Nadan to Sinkarib :“ No,” replied the king; 
« but he is a moſt wonderful man.“ While 
ve event engaged the attention of the court 
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and the city, Zefagnie had returned to her pa- 
hce ; and the pretended Abicam had intimated 
to the king that he would repoſe himſelf for 


two days in his ſolitude, before he came to give 


an account of his embaſſy. 
Sinkarib flew to the palace of his aunt, and 


learned the happy ſucceſs of an invention, of 


which they had not communicated to him even 
the idea. He congratulated himſelf on his good 
fortune; but, exactly as the fage Hicar had 
foreſeen, he wiſhed to ſee theſe birds and chil- 
dren, by whoſe means the pride of Pharoah had 
been humbled. That is impoflible, ſaid Zefag- 
nie; Hicar, in engaging them for your ſervice, 
promiſed them their liberty, and they are already 
in the enjoyment of it. Deſtroy not the illu- 
fion by which Pharoah is deceiyed ; and, that 
you may ſucceed better in this, allow it to re- 
main in the minds of your people. I am ex- 


tremely happy in having ſeen you befere my 


huſband had made his appearance again at the 
palace: As ſoon as he muſt refume his offices, 
he cannot be announced there under any other 


name than his 'own 3 and you muſt not permit 
the ungrateful Nadan to remain either as his 


colleague or inferior. This wretch was the au- 


, © thor of all thoſe dark intrigues which diſho- 
noured my huſband in your eſteem : So long as 


it was nn you have ſupported him near 
f 
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you; but, as God has at length reſtored your 
ancient vizir, you ought not to ſave this dan- 
gerous miniſter, who conſpired his ruin, and 
would ſoon complete your own. His head 
ought to fall upon the ſcaffold ;- but I requeſt 
the favour of your leaving it to the diſpoſal of 
Hicar. The unworthy Nadan is his nephew, 
and muſt be puniſhed by that hand, the bene- 
ficence of which he has forgotten. 6 ; 

. Sinkarib yielded to the wiſhes of Zefagnie; and 
immediately returned to his palace, where Na- 
dan expected him with uneaſineſs. The king 
himſelf was not altogether free from it; and, as 
ſoon as he perceived Nadan, he addreſſed the 
chief of Hicar's guard, who had been a ſervant 
in the innermoſt - apartments. Cauſe the cri» 
minal to be bound ?“ ſaid he, pointing to the vi- 
- Zir, * and let him be immediately conducted to 
the palace of the grand vizir Hicar, his uncle. 
Deliver him up to the orders of Zefagnie, and 
* reſume yourſelf, . at the head of your band, the 
ſame offices in her palace „ 
formerly entruſted.“ 

Nadan was inſtantly arreſted, and mut up in 
the very priſon where his uncle had been con- 
cealed, in order to ſcreen himfelf from his fury. 

After this, Sinkarib aſſembled his council, 
and communicated to them his good fortune in 
ar found his former vizir Hicar; he re- 
counted 


e 


E . MESS. 0s 
p * * 8 3 A 
. 7 8 2 f 


rr 
= - 3 


n . a 


n 


8 
* w — . __ 
. 


- "”- 
b 
v4 
in 
if 
Ul 
. 
,. 
* 
0 
N 
bo | 
lied 
R 
il 
Aid 
N 
If! 
, 
i 


308 CRABLAN TALES; 


a the Rte he had rendered him in 
Egypt, and predicted the tranquility of Aſſy- 
ria under the adminiſtration of ſo enlightened 
a. miniſter as he had this day recalled to bis 
ole. 

Hicar entered the city, amidſt the acclama- 
tions of the people, who conducted him in tri- 
amph to the foot of the throne, where the art- 
ful courtiers gave him a moſt diſtinguiſned re- 
ception. The miniſter then delivered the letter 


which he carried to Sinkarib; and prevailed up- 


on the monarch to ſign the treaty of alliance, and 
to return it with a favourable anſwer to Pharaoh. 
Hicar had no difficulty in perſuading him to 
this; and a meſſenger was inſtantly ſent into 
Egypt with theſe , diſpatches, which the king 
eccumpinied with the following letter. 


* 7 


7 To the 7 King 8 Sovereign Lord 
| 97 the en aui. 


4 Sire ! Hicar bath been recalled: to le, 
©, that, under the name of Abicam, he might 
4 admire the knowledge and virtues which are 
*- the ornament of your auguſt perſon. If he 
« did not make himſelf known to your maje- 
« ſty, you muſt aſcribe this reſerve only to the 
% nn — him to n e 4s 

5 | * character 
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& character under which he appeared at your 
& court. Your majeſty will now be able to 
« comprehend what Abicam ſaid to the diſpa- 
« ragement of Hicar,” 


When this vizir had openly, and, to the ſa» 
tisfaction of all, reſumed the reins of govern- 
ment, he-returned to his palace, where he had 
heard that-Nadan was confined in chains. He 
reſolved, though with regret, to ſpeak to this 
criminal : He could not, and indeed ought not, 
on any account, to grant him his n yet 
he did not with for his deatn. 

He made the cave, which was lighted 6 
en be opened; and there he beheld his 
perfidious nephew ſtretched upon the ſtraw. 
c Well! Nadan, ſaid he to him, « do you 
recollect what you have been, what you have 
done, and what you now are? Can you think 
upon yourſelf ? . Not without bluthing,” re- 
plied Nadan.—“ The tiger,” continued Hicar, 
« ſtained with blood and ſlaughter, paſſing 
near a fountain, ſaw its own image, which fill- 
ed it with horror. While you lived in your 
guilt, you did not liſten to remorſe z to-day feel 
its bitterneſs !?—« Alas I do feel and know 
it. —“ No, you do not feel it. Did it equal 
your crimes, it would devour you.“ Pardon 
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me, my uncle; conſider that the ſame blood 


| flows in the veins of us both.” 


Once, when the Ganges overflowed its 
banks, it depoſited ſome of its waters in a hol- 


-low betwixt two mountains. 'They became cor- 
rupted, and ſpread infection all around, till 


they were curſed by the inhabitants of the 
neighbouring places. How! ſaid they, dares 
any one curſe the waters of the ſalutary river, 


without which man would ſoon periſh for 
\thirſt | Peſtilential waters] replied a genius, 


the Ganges do not acknowledge thoſe waters 


from which nothing but deadly exhalations a- 
riſe! You, Nadan, call me no more Four 
uncle, nor yourſelf my nephew.” 

„Well, Hicar! you are generous an noble, 


treat me like-a man. It would not be to 


reeogniſe humanity in you, but to avenge it of 


your enormities. Once an wolf was taken a- 


mong the lambs, which a prieſt of Oſiris was 


tending: Spare me, ſaid it to the keeper. of 
the flock; behold my mouth and my paws, it 
is clear that I am innocent. The crime is in 
thy heart, replied the keeper. But, although 
you ſhould ſuppoſe ſo, replied the wolf, you 
are a miniſter of peace; you never uſe the 
knife but in ſacrifice, and Lam too vile to be 


offered up; my blood would ſtain your robe 
ang your bands. It is only the blood of the 
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juſt that ſtains, ſaid the prieſt, as he plunged 
the knife in its throat; die wretch ! I ſacrifice 
thee to the Eng of the flocks which are 
in the world.” = * | 

&« You intend then to 1 to me as a 
judge,” faid Nadan.—“ Wretch] when thou 
ſpeakeſt of juſtice, thou makeſt me tremble. 
Is it poſſible for me to do juſtice to thee ? Re- 
call to mind my kindneſs and thy treachery ; 
my affection, and thy cruelty ! The law, con- 
ſcious of its weakneſs, has denounced no pu- 
niſhment againſt ingratitude. Heaven has re- 

ſerved this for itſelf.” 
„ Well,” ſaid Nadan, “ baniſh me into the 
moſt dreadful defart.” — % Even there you 
would be | purſued by the furies; nor will they 
abandon you even after death. This is the 
puniſhment which you deſerve; and I am not 
ſo cruel as to deliver you up to it. All that L 
wiſh, is, that remorſe may ſharpen againſt you 
its keeneſt arrows; that thy. guilty heart may 
be pierced with them; and that you may be- 
come at leaſt ſenſible to grief! Delivered at 
length to repentance, you would repair (at leaſt. 
in part) the atrocity of your conduct by your 
tears.”—& Alas! you behold. me ſhed them.“. 
« Yes, traitor, thou doſt weep.! but it is to. 
ſee my life reſcued from thy ſtroke; and to 
behold thyſelf in chains, and unable to avenge. 

thyſelf. 
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thyſelf. We muſt inflict ſuch puniſhments as 
ſhall chaſtiſe, not thy' crimes, but thy pride.” 

When he had faid this, Hicar departed, 
bewailing a nephew whom he had no hopes of 
bringing to repentance. Some days after he 
went again to ſee him; but he found him dead 
in his priſon: In this manner was the world 
delivered from the fatal exiſtence of this un- 
grateful man. He had hanged himſelf by his 
hair, on a nail which was fixed in the walls of 
the dungeon. 

Hicar and Zefagnie conſoled one another: 
And, in the attachment of Sinkarib, they found 


a full recompenſe for all the grief into which 


Nadan had plunged them. The monarch, in- 
ſtructed by the dangers to which he had been 
expoſed under a perfidious and wicked miniſter, 


now devoted himſelf wholly to buſineſs, and 


gained the affection of his people, and the ad- 


miration of the neighbouring powers. 


SchanRlIAR appeared to be delighted with the 
hiſtory of Sinkarib and his twd vizirs, which 
was thus concluded; He was pleaſed with the 
puniſhment of the ungrateful Nadan, and the 


manner in which Hicar had ſupported the cha- 
racter of Abicam at the court of Pharaoh. - The 


flight 
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flight of the rocs, and the addreſs of the young 

children, had contributed, greatly to his amuſe. 

ment. 1 
Dinarzade had taken a a ee in 

Zefagnie. . You have deſcribed, fiſter, ſaid the 
to Scheherazade, a woman. for whom I have 
conceived ſuch an eſteem, that I have never 
thought of aſking her age; and, even had you 
told me that ſhe was advanced in years, I cer- 
tainly would have forgot it, amid the ſplendour 
of ſo many charms, and the dignity of her man- 
ners. | 12 7 ; 

But, as this hiſtory has been long, and as we 

ought to beware of. fatiguing the. attention of 
the ſultan our ſovereign, I ſhould wiſh, ſiſter, 
that you would relate the ſtory of a certain 

Schebandad of Surat, which I remember for- 

merly to have heard with very great pleaſure. 

I would gladly undertake it, faid the beau- 

tiful ſultaneſs, did not the day which begins to 

appear adviſe us to follow ſome better employ- 

ment. a 
At leaſt, aller replied Dinarzade, you will 

engage to relate it to-morrow. I ſhall, at the 

command of our invincible ſultan. 

I The next day the ſultaneſs, being reminded 
of her promiſe, with the Jo of the 
ſultan, thus began. £214 es 
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| A Se 40 of Surat *, by his marriage, 
| had had four ſons, for IL he procured 
wives, and whom he ſettled advantageouſly in the 
world. But it ſo happened, that, at the end of 
| twenty years, only one child remained to each. 

The de brothers had each a fon, and the 
Founger a daughter. 

Vuafſumé was the name of this young daugh- 
ter. Both nature and education had conſpired 
to render her accompliſhed. Nothing was talk- 
ed of at Surat, but the charms of her figure, 
her talents, and her wit. Her three couſins 
loved her to diſtraction. Their whole ambi- 
tion was to gain her hand. This rivalſhip 
might be attended with dangerous conſequen- 
ces; and the Schebandad, who foreſaw this, 
aſſembled his family, and 7755 chus to his 
children 
My children, flow he to as, Vaſume can 
only be the wife of one huſband.” Her father 
and 1 believe you all equally worthy of her 
hand. But, as the happineſs of your amiable 
coulin i is at . 1 have 18 oper to 
4 E a chief of commerce. 
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leave her at liberty to make choice of one of 
you; and the one of the three whom ſhe ſhall 
in 1 
conſent. . 
Theſe three woihars could not agoole this 
reaſonable propoſal ; and the Schebandad was 
commiſſioned to communicate it to his grand- 
daughter. Vaſume- was much embarraſſed: 
«-Father,” ſaid ſhe,'« I love my three couſins - 
With an equal affection, and would be extreme- 
Iy ſorry to diſoblige any of them. However, 
ſince you require me to make a choice, and as 
it is almoſt a matter of indifference to me which 
of them I obtain, I have thought of a method 
of determining the point. My couſins are en- 
dowed with excellent abilities; and I will take 
that one of the three for my huſband who 
{hall relate the moſt agreeable ſtory : For, if his 
merit be equal in other reſpects, I believe the 
man of the beſt underſtanding is the beſt cal- 
culated to promote the happineſs of his wife.” 
I ſhall go and inform them of your propoſal, 
replied the Schebandad; and, as they will not 
have had time to prepare themſelves, you will 
de the better able to judge of the reſources of - 
their imagination. I know their talents ; be- 
ſides, the reward they have in view will give 
* 1 to attempt every thing ; and, be- 


— 
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fore the tranſports of. expectation, every diffi- 


culty will vaniſh. | | 
The Schebandad having coqiainted the, 
young men, ſoon returned to Vaſumé, fol- 


lowed by her father and the three lovers. The 


whole company took their ſeats, and the con- 
teſt was ready to begin. The oldeſt had alrea- 
dy begun his ſtory, when he was interrupted 
by the beautiful Indian. My amiable cou- 
fins,” faid ſhe, “ firſt, of all, you muſt permit 
me to bring hither one extremely capable of 

directing my judgment. Dara ] ſaid ſhe, ad- 


dreſſing herſelf to a ſlave, go and acquaint my 


good .Nane, that I expect her here. It is my 


nurſe, continued ſhe. It is to the pretty fto- 


ries ſhe formerly told me, that I owe 3 great 

part of my inſtruction; and none of you will 

be able to prejudice or corrupt this judge, for 
ſhe is blind. Thus her deciſion 1 be Lias | 
vour of real merit.” 

Come forward, 1904 nurſe, ſaid ſhe to > Nans 
as ſhe entered; cauſe them to conduct you to me, 8 
and prepare yourſelf to liſten with attention. 
My father is here with a goodly company, Who 
are going to tell you ſtories; be ſeated on my 
ſopha. Upon this Nané, groping her way, ſat 
down at Vaſume's fide, whom ſhe recogniſed. 


by her voice; and he who Py to ſpeak 


firſt thus began his ſtory. | 
” 
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The Lover of the Stars ; or the Story of Cabil- 
D ALnve, a potter in Bagdad, had been pret- 
ty ſucceſsful in his buſineſs : Seventeen years 
after his marriage, his wife, whom ſorrow had 


rendered infirm, died, leaving him a fon of 


_ ſixteen years of age. | 
From that time, the potter Seeds the 
houſe of Narilha, a widow, much younger than 


' himſelf. This woman was by profeſſion a ſel- 


ler of coſmetics, which preſerved the freſhneſs 


of the complexion and ſkin, and appeared to 


perpetuate. youth. Her artificial compoſitions 
had procured her admittance into the inner- 
moſt apartments of the caliph's palace, and of 
the principal harams in the capital. But her 
fame was not of long duration; after the ſplen- 
dour of a fleeting charm, ſome of her cuſtom- 
ers obſerved their attractions vaniſh too ſoon : 

Time imprinted his wrinkles on their artificial 


c.eountenances; and our widow, finding her cre- 


dit diminiſh, determined to appropriate the lit- 
- tle fortune of her friend the potter, by becom- 
ing his wife. 


Dalhuc was already too much captivated to 
refuſe this propoſal; and, thus in virtue of for- 
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mer claims, and of the contract which was ſign- 
ed in preſence of the Cadi, the ſeller of coſme- 
_ tics was eſtabliſhed as the abſolute miſtreſs of 
his houſe. | 
Narilha had a fon of the PR age with b 
of Dalhuc; he was one of the moſt dull and ſtupid 
children in Bagdad; but he was not the. leſs, 
on that account, the beloved idol of his mo- 
ther. This fooliſh and rude creature, whoſe 
name was Badur, emboldened by the partiality 
of Dalhuc for his mother, fixed a quarrel on 
his ſtep-father's ſon, who, forgettin g his natu- 
ral gentleneſs, revenged his injurious treatment 
by beating him ſoundly: The enraged mother 
baniſhed her huſband's child from the houſe ; 
and this unfortunate wretch, almoſt naked, was 
obliged to take refuge in the houſe of one of 
his mother's brothers. Narilha, delivered from 
this troubleſome ſpy, and flattering herſelf that 
ſhe could bring the little knowledge of buſineſs 
which was left her to ſome good account, ex- 
erted it in purchaſing a garden without the city, 
and ſet up a fruit-ſhop, of which the caliph af- 
terwards became a cuſtomer, by the intereſt of 
the purveyor of the palace. 

The poor Dalhuc, driven from His fither's 
houſe, had arrived, in the moſt diſtonſolate con- 
| dition, at the houſe of his uncle Caſſanak, who was 
one of the moſt honeſt and induſtrious men in 


Bagdad; "© 


ARABIAN TALES. 319 


Bagdad; but his family was too large for his be- 


ing himſelf of all the ſervice to his nephew that N 
he could have wiſhed. | Enraged at the outrage 


Dalhuc had ſuffered, he determined to requeſt 
one of his friends, a geomancer, to aſſiſt him, and 
perſuaded him to eſpouſe his quarrel very warm- 
ly. What vengeance would you with to take on 
your Nt IA Ie ?” aſked the learned 


man. 


1 wil es humble this arent woman, re- 


plied Caſſanak, to tear from her the money of 


which ſhe has deprived Dalhuc, and to lay it 


out in eſtabliſhing my nephew. This young 
man had been promiſed to the only daughter of 


a wealthy barber. He was really attached to 
her, and believed the flame was mutual. But 


Narilha has produced a change in his father's in- 


tentions, and chis young lady is at preſent de- 


ſigned for Badur. I ſhould wiſh, ſaid Caſſa- 


nak, to ſhow her to her huſband in her true 


character. 


I ſhall anſwer for the complete ſucces of your ö 
wiſhes, replied the geomancer, provided you 


will take upon you the execution of the plan I 


am to lay down. Go immediately, and, in the 


neighbourhood of the palace, hire a ſnop, the 
moſt commodious you can find for the diſplay 


of fruit; and, when the bargain ſhall be made, 


r * . FEtprmn - 
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return hither, and you ſhall find your bu ſineſs N 
prepared. 

Caſſanak, delighted with the PINS JOUR of 
avenging himſelf on Narilha, yielded the moſt 
ready obedience ; he hired a ſhop, gave an ear- 
neſt, and returned. You have been very expe- 
ditious,” ſaid the geomancer; © nor have I been 
quite idle; and I now put it in your power to ſuc- 
ceed in all your deſigns. Here, in the firſt place, is 
an Armenian robe, and a ſharp pointed cap; 
take alſo this paper; it contains a full detail of in- 
ſtructions reſpecting the operations you muſt car- 
ry forwards to-morrow morning. Study well the 
words which you muſt pronounce aloud; and, 
whatever miracle you may need, command it 
confidently. I have armed you well, and will 
aid your intentions to the very utmoſt of my 
power. To-morrow, as ſoon as you ſhall have 
left your houſe, let your nephew repair to the 
ſhop which you have hired ; but let him take 
care not to appear ſurpriſed at what he ſhall ſee . 
there, leſt he ſhould attract the attention of 
the curious, whom he muſt carefully ſhun, 

 Caffanak returned home, ſhut himſelf up in 
his cloſet, and, in the ſilence of retirement, ſtu- 


died the part he was to act. Heimpatiently 


waited the return of morning; and, as ſoon as it 
appeared, he equipped himſelf in the magical 
r and, after having. 

ſent 
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ſent Dalhuk to his ſtation, went himſelf to Na- 
rilha's houſe. - He entered her ſhop, and found 
the fruits diſplayed in it with great ſkill. Upon 
his remarking, with ſome. degree of ſurpriſe, 
that they were extremely beautiful, . Taſte 
them,” ſaid the fruit- woman; © they are in- 
deed pretty to the eye, but they are much better 
to the taſte.” Caſſanak was eaſily perſuaded, 
and in reality | found that "the was right.” 1 
was laying my account, madam, with being o- 
bliged to travel to Damas in ſearch of fruit; 
if we can manage it ſo, as that I can be accom- 
modated here, I ſhall certainly ſpare myſelf the 
fatigue of the journey. Not that I mean to re- 
commend my fruit, Sir, replied Narilha, but 
in reality the caliph's gardens. produce nothing 
half ſo ſavoury; indeed all that you ſee is part- 
ly deſtined for his table, and thoſe of his houſe; 
but, to oblige ſuch a man as you, I will take a- 
way ſome part of them. Madam, I am flattered 
with your politeneſs, and am certain you will 
have no cauſe to repent of the kindneſs you 
have ſhown me.—But, in reality theſe fruits are 
fit for angels : Give me two of theſe pomegra- 
nates, and tell me the price of them. Narilha 
was very much ſurpiſed, that, after being ſo la- 
viſh in her praiſes, he wanted only pomegra-- 
nates, and determined to revenge herſelf upon 
him, by aſking an exorbitant price for them. 


The Armenian paid it immediately, and added, 
&«, If your fruit is reliſhed, I hope to conclude a 
more important bargain with you. Saying this, 
he placed himſelf in the middle of the ſhop, and 
throwing'the pomegranates with all his force into 
the air, they immediately diſappeared ; which 
drew an exclamation of ſurpriſe from Narilhs 
drew. from his pocket a ſmall filver tube, in 
which he ſeemed to articulate a few words in = 
very low tone. A moment after, he applied to 
huis ear a horn of the ſame metal, pretending to 
liſten to ſomething that was faid to him; then 
ſhutting up his inſtruments, and aſſuming 
an air of ſatisfaction, ( Madam,” faid he, 2 
trial of your fruit has been made, and it has been 
found delicious; I have received orders to car- 
ry off immediately all that remains. The la- 
ſent to aſſiſt me: There is my purſe; take as 
much money as you think proper for the pay- 
ment of your fruit.” The fight of the gold a- 
.. wakened the covetouſneſs and avarice of Naril- 
ha; ſhe could have taken the whole purſe very 
willingly, but limited herſelf to thirty ſequins, for 
e Was Wg N * or 
fix. 
The Armetian was fo far from being difatif. 
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attention to it; but immediately took poſſeſſion 
of his fruit, and threwa melon with the right, 
and an apple with the left, till, in a ſhort time, 
all the fruit in the ſhop was in motion, and, 
flying off as if it had had wings, entirely diſap- 
peared. Badur and Narilha looked very ear- 
neſtly at this ſtrange removal of their fruit. 
% How, ;whither,: and by whom have you diſ- 
patched all this fruit l“ faid ſhe to the Arme- 
_nian,—* Madam, replied he, © I am the chief 
eaterer for the ſtars, in which it is conſtantiy 
either too hot, or too cold, too moiſt, or too 
dry, fo that nothing comes to perfect maturity. 
I deſcended upon the earth, with a view to get 
proviſions for them, and will frankly 'confeſs, 


chat, in-conſequence ofthe great fame of the fruits 


 atDamas, I was on my way to that city, when Iac- 
 cidentally paſſed before your ſhop: The appear- 
ance of your fruits attracted my attention; their 
flavour increaſed my ſurpriſe; and their taſte 
completed my delight. I ſent two of them for 
bring away the whole. If to-morrow, and the 
day following, you are as well provided, you 
will be able to ſell every thing in your ſhop, 
and you will been the 2 of 1 
ſkies. 
Naritha rubbed bs 0 Ancertein 0 
n n 

| ng 


— 


-324 | ARABIAN TALES. 


agreeable information. The fooliſh * with 
his mouth half open, ſtared by turns at his mo- 
ther, at the Armenian, and at the ceiling. 
There's a very pretty young man, madam,” ſaid 
the miſchievous. provider; „ he muſt be your 
brother: He bears a great reſemblance to you,” 
* No, Sir, he is my ſon,” replied the fruit- 
woman.—* What ! at your age, have you ſo 
big a ſon as that? that is incredible. Vou mult - 
think of getting him married,” —<< I am think- 
ing of it, Sir: He is already engaged to the 
daughter of a rich barber, one of our friends.“ 
4 A barber! a barber !] and a rich barber | 
There are many wonders in heaven, but this 
exceeds them all; were he not ſo ſilent, the mi- 
racle would be complete. Do you know, ma- 
dam, that the mere ſale of your fruit for one 
year might entitle you to aſk the daughter of 
a vizir-for your ſon ? yet this ſhould be only 
your laſt reſource. We have daughters above 
to marry, who would look upon a connection 
with you as a real bleſſing. 4 How, Sir l Do | 
they marry above? “ Do they marry.! Do 
you think then that heaven was peopled 
without marriage? Every thing which you ſoe 
ſparkle there has a father and mother. How | 
<ould new ſtars be diſcovered every day,” unleſs 
there were ſome born? ' Whenee- hath the 
milky way its name, but becauſe it is the ha- 
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bitation of nurſes. Let me alone, madam, 1 
have proſpects for your ſon. I wiſh to 

him to the youngeſt, moſt freſh, and moſt bril- 
liant of our beauties.” Ah! who is ſhe ?P— 

“ She is the Star of the Morning. She is aſ- 
ſuredly brilliant: She is alſo freſh, for ſhe ne- 
ver travels but in the night; but, as to her be- 
ing young, Sir, that is impoſſible, for I have 
known her ever ſince T have been in the world, 
and the very firſt time I obſerved her ſhe was 
fully round.” —* She whom you knew, madam, 
went off ſome years ago; but you women of 

the earth ſuffer the ſtars to fly off without ever 
aſking whether they go; it is alſo true that there 
are ſo many of them that one does net give 
themſelves any trouble about ſuch as are wanting. 

Hut, ſeriouſlyſpeaking, would you wiſhyourſon 
to become the huſband of the moſt beautiful of the 
ſtars. Ahl Sir, if that could poſſibly bebrought 
about, I ſhould be delighted with it. Would he 
likewiſe ſhine in the firmament ? I ſhall an- 
ſwer for his not being a dark body there; but 
regularly every day his miſtreſs comes near | 
the earth, and, if the affair pleaſes you we will z 
ſee if it is poſſible to ſettle it. Shut the door 
of your ſhop, and cauſe a pail full of water to 
be brought into the middle of the ſtore-houſe.“ 

The direchons of the Armenian were follow- | 
"Vat: II. E 9 e 
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ed, and the pail brought to. the place appoint- 
ed. „ Come near, young man,” ſaid he to 
Badur, © look at yourſelf in this water, you 
will find yourſelf-very pretty in it.. Endeavour 
to aſſume a pleaſed air, that your countenance 
may be rendered more agreeable.— Good! This 
is perfectly charming. Lou may now with- 
draw.” As ſoon as Badur had quitted his po- 
ſition, the Armenian 'took up the pail, and 
threw its contents into the air, without one drop 
falling back into the room. What are you 
doing, Sir?” ſaid Narilha, uneaſy at firſt at an e- 
vent which threatened to deluge her ſtore-houſe, 
and then extremely ſurpriſed at ſeeing the whole 
water in the pail entirely diſappear. I am 
ſending,” ſaid he, © your ſon's picture to the 
moſt beautiful of the ſtars. Let us ſit down, 
we ſhall learn in a moment what effect it has 
upon her.” 

During this interval, the Wee 8 
ced ſome indifferent converſation; then all at 
once he aroſe, placed himſelf in the middle of 
the room, applied his tube to his mouth, and 
his horn to his ear, and, aſſuming a contented 
air, © Your: ſon, madam, i is infinitely agreeable ! 
He is deſtined to a very high fortune; but he 
muſt yield to my fancy, as I know the tafte of our 
__ A maar and animated com- 
Jy” w PO PRO, | 
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plexion, the beauty of which he muſt not diſ- 
guiſe under that tufted beard, which reaches 
almoſt to his eye-brous; and the lively and piere- 
ing looks of his eyes would be much more charming 
were they not concealed by his long eye-brows. 
Theſe muſt be cut away, and the ſize of his beard 
diminiſhed. Let him be ſhaven to the bottom of 
the under lip; and, with this precaution, I pro 
miſe him infallible ſucceſs in his amours. To- 
morrow morning, however, I ſhall be more cer- 
tain than I am at preſent; in the mean time, I 
with your fon to diſplay a little gallantry with 
his miſtreſs : He muſt, therefore, be provided 
with a noſe-gay, compoſed of the moſt beauti- 
ful flowers; and you, madam, take care to have 
your ſhop as well ſtored to-morrow as it was to- 
day; here are pledges for the ſale which promiſe 
you. The only thing 1 exact of you is fecrecy con- 
cerning the trade we are in future to carry on to- 
gether; for the ſmalleſt indiſcretion might mar your 
fortune. The ſtars have already too much inter- 
courſe withmen, who call upon their interference 
in all their petty concerns. This is extremely dif- 
agreeable to the heavenly bodies. You ſee, 
Madam, that I fpeak frankly to you. Farewell; 
fome buſinefs calls me hence; to-morrow I ſhall 
be here very early# Upon this Cafſanak made 
p a Nen and withdrew. 
. e 8 


328 | ARABIAN TALES. | 


I ſhould think myſelf in a dream, ſaid Na- 
rilha to her ſon, did I not hold in my hand 
theſe thirty ſequins, which appear to me to be 
of ſufficient weight, and to be good gold. 
« Mother,” ſaid Badur, © why muſt I go im- 
mediately to have myſelf ſhaved ? -—- Why ſo 
ſuddenly ! The ſtars, I believe, do not fee any 
thing during the day; and it will be much bet- 
ter that you be freſh ſhaved to-morrow morn- 
ing. But, in truth, added Narrilha, I am 
not recovered from our adventure; and it muſt 
be acknowledged this Armenian muſt be a very 
honeſt man; for, with the ſame addreſs with 
which he carried off our fruits, he might have 
diſpenſed with paying for them ſo e 1 
and at ſo high a price. As for you, friend, 
inſtead of going to have yourſelf ſhaven, you 
ought to go in ſearch of ſome baſkets of good 
fruit, in order to deck our ſhop, that the ca- 
 liph's provider may not go away from us emp- 
ty-handed; for rn] gee never ought to 
make us deſpiſe ſmall ones. - Juſt as ſhe was | 
ſaying this, ed. 3 

„ How now !” ſaid he, “I wanted ee 
fruit to-day, and I ſee none, Have pa- 
tience a moment, Sir, our aſſes are not yet ar- 
rived; Badur is gone to meet them; and, if 
you, Sir, have not time to ſtay, you may re- 
turn to the palace, whither all that you need 
| | 2 - ſhall 
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fnall be ſent. The provider replied, that he 
did not with the goods to be ſent to him; that 
he wiſhed to chooſe them himſelf; and could 
by no means depend upon the flow return of 


her aſſes- When he had faid this, he turned 


his back and departed.  Naritha, piqued with 
he ſharpnefs of this ſpeech, thought her vani- 
ty too much humbled ; and it appeared to her 
very extraordinary, and very improper, that 
the fruit-woman of the ſtars ſhould be treated 
with ſo little ceremony. Lou ſee,” faid ſhe, 
how the flaves of great people forget them- 
ſelves : Ah! when we ſhall have made our 
fortune, Teng creatures of cher 
infignificance.* * OS - | 
Other providers made their appearance: 
« What!” ſaid they, one after another, “ one 
finds nothing now in your ſhop? When people 
2 they generally give intimation of 
* No, replied ſhe, I have nothing here; 
1 you never will find 
any thing in my ſhop. You ſeem as if you 
ſpoke to perſons whom you ſupported by your 
charity. Aſſuredly; faid they as they went 
out, FFF 


tune 


As the e which hint been erstes if Hod | 
Naritha's ſhop had arranged itfelf in that of 
e s ſon, the providers found init wherewith- | 
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to recompence their unſucceſsful application at 
the fruit-woman's houſe. Caſſanak, after ha- 
ving laid afide his Armenian habit, had come 
to preſide over his nephew's firſt attempt in 
trade; in ſhort, every thing in his ſhop was 
carried off at any price; the multitude of pur- 
chaſers had decided the value of the goods. 
Every body was ſurpriſed how Dalhuc could 
ſo ſuddenly furniſh a ſhop with ſuch an excel- 
lent aſſortment of fruit. & I am indebted for 
this favour,” ſaid he, „ to. my uncle's kind- 
neſs. —© And this, doubtleſs,” replied one of 
the providers, „ is what hath made your ſtep- 
mother mad; nothing is to be found with her 
but inſolence and pride: Keep your trade al- 
ways on as good a footing, and we will you 

with none but you,” . 

While Dalhuc carried on his buſineſs with 
conſiderable ſucceſs, his ſtepmother ſhut up her 
| ſequins very carefully in a corner unknown to 

all the world; ſhe hoped in time to accumulate 
a treaſure which would render her 1 
dent of her neighbours. Take great care,” 
ſaid ſhe to Badur, “ that you don't mention to 
my huſband the handſome bargain we have 
concluded, and thoſe which we have in pro- 
ſpect. He is a man who cannot keep a ſecret; 
be is too much addicted to ſloth and drunken- 
- neſs; 9 ef n his 
45 vices; \ 
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vices z and, by gaining much, we ſhould be- 
come poorer than ever. Beſides, he has a cu- 
rious prying turn; and, if we were to ſpeak to 
him of the man who is to return to-morrow, 
| he would remain at home in order to wait for 
him, and all would be diſcovered: We need 
him to gather fruits, if we wifh to ſell them; 
ſo that he muſt be adviſed to ſet out ſomewhat 
earlier than uſual. As for you, you would do 
well to go to the ſuburbs, and lay out this ſe- 
quin which I give you in purchaſing two loads 
more of fruit; for I feel a happy preſage that 
announces a conſiderable ſale for - to-morrow ; 
beſides, you need a noſegay. 4 
Badur departed, in obedience to his mother. 
Caſſanak had been to wait upon his friend the 
geomancer, to give him an account of the ope- 
ration of the day; and they concerted together 
the plan of next day's proceedings. 

As ſoon as day appeared, Badur, furniſhed 
with an enormous noſegay, ran to the houſe of 
the barber, who was to have been his father- 
in- law, in order to have his beard and his eye- 
brows cut after the faſhion of the ſtars. He 
fell into the bands of the apprentices, who, af- 
which the ſimple Badur wiſhed to be ſhaved, 
aſked him the reafon of it: „ Mhat does it ſig- 
nify to you!” ſaid he to them, « do as I bid you; 
| | 9 


nis mother. © For my on part, I think theſe 
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J muſt obey my mother, who wiflies me to be- 
come the mirror of the ftars!” The young 


people could not ſuppreſs their laughter; and 


their noiſe attracted the paſſengers, who were 
all eager to become acquamted with the mirror 
of the ſtars. When the fon of Naritha was ſa- 
tisfed with the manner in which they bad cut 
his beard and eye-brows, he took up his large 


noſegay, and was preparing to depart. Ah! 


whither are you carrying that bunch of flow- 
ers?” faid the young people; © Did not you 
bring it for our mafter's daughter? Should not 


5 you leave it here ??—« No; Jam carrying it to 
my mother.” —© Has your mother changed her 
trade? Is the become a ſeller of flowers ?—< It 
is a preſent we intend to make. —© And to 


whom, pray? This is not the feaſt of the Ha- 


raphat, or yon have as much there as would 


cover the heifers, which, on that occaſion, are 
cows truly “ ſaid the "impatient Badur; my 
mother knows better how to beſtow her pre- 


| fents.” | Saying this, he made his eſcape. from 


the ſhop. 305 
e ee e ee 6 


home, and they related to him the ſingular 
appearance which Badur had made: „ There 


i, fays he, „a bad report ſpread reſpecting 


people 
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people are bewitched; my daughter is not ſuit- 

ed to him; I will go ond; nn os ee 

miſe, and withdraw mine.“ ' 2 
Badur, believing himſelf as fine as the ſtar 

he wiſhed to conquer, returned to his mother's 
ſhop, where he found her, freed from her huſ- 
band, proud of the beauty of her fruit, and ad- 
miring the beautiful order in which ſhe had ar- 
ranged them. Nothing was wanting but a-pur- 
chaſer; and the Armenian appeared. Let 
us make haſte, madam,” ſaid he to her, « L 
have ſome buſineſs ; for how much will you 
ſell all that I ſee ? ' Good fruit is ſcarce,” 

_ replied: Narilha, “and theſe are moſt admi- 
rably choſen; there is not a ſingle bad one a- 
mong them. There are a fourth more than 
there was yeſterday, and, 9 you 
muſt give me forty ſequins for them.” —© That 
is a; large ſum, replied Caſſanax; but I 
muſt fulfil the engagements I came under; and 
to-morrow you will certainly be more reaſon- 
able: In the mean time there are your forty ſe- 
quins.” e 37 N : * by 3 | 
As ſoon as the money was told, the purchaſer, | 
as he had done the day before, took one of each 

ſort of fruit, threw it into the air, and it diſ- 

appeared.—-Inviſible hands were waiting the ſig- 

nal to ſeize all that was in the ſhop, and in a 

moment it was left empty; even the leaves, witn 

which 


8 * . 
* 
- F 
bo Aoi — —— — — > Ce 1 


ARABIAN TALES. 334 


which ſhe decked the fruit, were conveyed to 
Dalhuc's ſhop. This miracle being performed, 
the Armenian directed his attention to the fool- 
ih Badur, who, decked out in » new dreſs, 
freed from three fourths of his eye-brows, and 
with nothing but a ſmall tuft of beard upon the 
point of his chin, was watching the looks of his 
new patron. „This is very well, friend!“ ſaid 
Caſſanak to him; „ you are dreſſed to a mira- 
cle; you are furniſhed with a noſegay I hope? 
I have not failed to ſupply myſelf with that, 
replied Badur, ſhowing it to him There are 
a great deal too many flowers there] You muſt 
pick out the moſt beautiful, the freſheſt, and 
the moſt odoriferous.—What you have juſt now 
taken away is quite ſufficient for us ; tie them 
together, and give them to me.” The Arme- 
nian took the noſegay, threw it into the air, and 
it appeared to follow the ſame road as the fruit 
had done. Ah! continued he, did you know 
the language of the ſtars, I could, by means of 
my tube and horn, procure you a charming 
converſation : But the pronunciation of this lan- 
guage is extremely difficult, on account of its 
having no vowels, and you will one day have 
an excellent maſter, who will teach you it much 
more eaſily than I can do. Till this ſhall happen, 
however, and that you may carry on your court- 
ſhip, you muſt, if you pleaſe, ſend to your miſ- 

treſs 
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treſs a more exact and agreeable picture of 
yourſelf than was taken yeſterday. It was 
overſhadowed by a thick beard, and two buſhy | 
eye-brows. 'To-day the beauty of your features 
is unclouded; cauſe another pail Ball of water 
to be brought.” 

Badur obeyed this order without a moment's 
heſitation; and, as ſoon as the pail was in the 
middle of the ſtore-houſe, he ſtooped down ag 
near the water as he poſſibly could, in order 
that the features of his countenance might make 
a more lively impreſſion; but two inviſible hands, 
laying hold of his beard, drew down his head 
to the bottom of the water. His whole body 
would have been dragged in, had not his hands, 
which were firmly ſupported on the brim of the 
pail, reſiſted the effort. The mother ſet up a ter- 
rible ſhriek, and Badur ſtarted up; the Armenian 
laughed with all his might.“ Delightful toy- 
ing !” exclaimed he, “ you know not the art of 
our ladies! Your fon was drawn to the bottom 
of the pail that they might ſnatch a kiſs 
from him: Does not his countenance, madam, 
appear covered with pearls? Do not his lips 
ſeem perfumed with amber? Come, child, 
ſaid he to Badur, ſtoop down again towards 
the place where you can meet with nothing but 
careſſes; _ preſent a ſmiling countenance, and a- 
morous leoks. As one would with at preſent 

to 
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to preſerve your likeneſs, one mult take care to 
do nothing which might'diſturb its expreſſion.” 
+ Yes, my fon, added Narilha, paſſing her 
hand before his countenance, this gentleman is 
in the right; they have beſtowed earęſſes on you 
which you have not perceived; and have leſt 
upon your lips the perfume of the roſe, and of 
the violet: Come, friend, you muſt yield to this 
pleaſantry of theſe celeſtial ladies, and appear 
deſirous to pleaſe them; go, and admire your- 
ſelf in the water, and laugh moſt heartily, that 
you may ſhow you are pleaſed. The weak fool, 
in obedience to his mother, placed himſelf on 
his knees before the pail, preſented his face to 
the mirror in which it was to be repreſented, 
and, laughing, in exact imitation ot the cry of 4 
goat—Very well | excellently l exclaimed Cafla- 
nak; go on; you fee they want no longer to 
draw you to the water. Laugh {till much louder. 
Independent of all the particular graces you 
diſplay, you give a moſt favourable idea of the 
cheerfulneſs of your temper. Badur, by new 
burſts of laughter, quite undid all he had ſet up 
before; the noiſe was heard in the ſtreet, 
and attracted the Caliph's provider, who knock- 
ed very ſmartly at the door. Narilha opened it, 
and the provider entered, while her ſon raiſed 
himſelf, very briſkly. “ What, madam,” ſaid 
he, “ do you not fell fruit now? Have you 


made 
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made a ſtable of your houſe ? There is the was 
tering pail already in the middle. I have heard, 
however, that you have got home a great deal of 
fruit; Could I have ſome of it? Lou do not riſe 
earlyenough in themorning, replied Narilha, with 
ſome tartneſs ; one who gives a better price hath 
got before you; and my houſe can only have the 
appearance of a ſtable when you are init. Theſe 
are very inſolent ſpeeches! replied the provider; 
Are you ignorant that I belong to the Caliph ?— 
Are you ignorant that my ſhop is an open market, 
that I am bound to ſerve the public, and that he 
who comes too late has himſelf to blame? 
Farewel, madam fruit-ſeller ! They were in the 
right in calling you a fool; never ſhall I enter 
your ſhop again. Farewel maſter provider ! If 
you keep your word, they will have been in the 
right to call you wiſe.--1 am going, madam 
fruit-ſeller; they ſhall hear of you in the pa- 
lace, Go, maſter provider, I will take care 
they ſhall here of you alſo. 

The provider went out in a rage. Narilha 
was in a paſſion likewiſe; and the Armenian 
endeavoured to calm her. “ Forget this inſo- 
lent fellow, madam; I promiſe you you thall 
no more need to tranſact buſineſs wlth him; let 
us finiſh what we have begun; perſuade your 
fon to preſent his figure once more to the pail, 
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and he will do well to make leſs noiſe, that he 
may not attract other troubleſome people. Ba- 
dur put himſelf in the poſture required; 40 
as ſoon as the Armenian thought the portr; 
complete, he ſent it to the ſtar of the morning, 
by the ſame conveyance which he had made 
uſe of for the former one. Having afterwards 
applied his tube and his horn, he thus ſpoke to 
Narilha: -* Your ſon is very happy madam 
his fortune is to be envied ; but, if he aſcends on 
high, he muſt be very wiſe, and muſt not a- 
buſe his advantages. To-morrow, perhaps, I 
ſhall tell you more agreeable things; and re- 
member always to provide me as good, fruit as 
J have got to-day, and in abundance.” Saying 
| this, he departed. “ Do you underſtand Ba- 
dur? ſaid Narilha to her ſon ; you muſt go and 
purchaſe fruit, for our garden, large as it is, 
would not ſupply us; bring at the ſame time a 
noſegay for your miſtreſs, to whom I with to 
ſend it to-morrow, as a preſent from myſelf.” . 
Caſſanak had gone to his nephew's houſe to 
put off his robe and his cap, and found him 
delivering fruit to the caliph's provider, to thoſe 
of the vizir, and of the principal emirs: But, as 
he did not find himſelf any longer neceſſary 
there, he haſtened to his friend the geomancer. 
This is all“ that remains for you to perform, 
faid the learned man to him; your nephew!s 


ſhop 
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ſhop is at preſent well frequented ; but we cans 
not afford to purchaſe any more fruit from Na- 
rilha, who ſells them greatly above their value: 
There is one of the fineſt gardens in all the 
the environs of Bagdad at preſent expoſed to 
ſale; you muſt go immediately, with the money 
in your hand, and conclude a bargain for it. 
It will only coſt you five hundred ſequins, with 
an old black flave, and four beaſts of burden, 
which will perform great exploits for you. Vou 
will find there an excellent gardener, whom it 
will be proper to keep; and, as your nephew 
will no longer be aſſiſted by the inviſible hands 
who both brought and arranged the fruit, you 
muſt provide yourſelf with a ſlave ; And all this 
muſt be done immediately.—But where ſhall I 
get theſe ſequins ? replied Caſſanak, fince I am 
unable to return you thoſe which you have al- 
ready lent me.—You owe me nothing, replied 
the geomancer; the treaſure which is to furniſh 
you with fix hundred ſequins hath already re- 
imburſed me, I mean that of the ſtep-mother, 
She is poſſeſſed of more than twelve hundred 
pieces of gold, the half of which ſhe has ſto- 
len from Dalhuc ſince he had the misfortune. 
to marry her; all that belongs to your nephew 
and we muſt teach his father the method of 
getting the remainder into his poſſeſſion. The 
ſequins, which you have given this woman by 
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my hands were- firft ſtolen by her, but have 
ſince made their eſcape ; for, no ſooner had ſhe 
ſhut them up in her repoſitory, than they left it, 
in company with many others, and placed them- 
ſelves in my coffer. If I choſe, not one of 
them would remain in her concealment ; but I 
only wiſh to take from it what Dalhuc ought 
to have given his ſon to ſettle him in life. There 
is the gold, my dear Caſſanak; go and conclude 
your bargain. To morrow, for the laſt time, 
you muſt return to the fruit- woman: It is ne- 
ceflary to keep up the illuſion with her and ber 
fon till you have concluded your nephew's 
marriage with the barber's daughter; and all 
that may be done to morrow, in the manner I 
{hall point out. 

While theſe two friends were taking their 
meaſures together, the barber was taking a ſtep 
extremely favourable to their views. He had 
come to an explanation with Narilha. „What 
fort of behaviour is this of Badur ?” ſaid he to 
her; © he has got himſelf ſhaved and combed 
in the moſt ridiculous manner: Have you made 
him mad, or have you cauſed him to be cir- 
cumciſed ? He always diſplays a large noſegay 
of flowers, but never leaves a fingle one 'of 
them to my daughter: I ſee him at your feet: 
Are you become his idol ? For he is fo ſtupid, 
that you may turn him whatever way you 

a | pleaſe. 


ARABIAN TALE®B 3341 


pleaſe. I will not have a madman for my ſon- 
in-law ; and ſhould mine, for the want of good 
ſenſe, ſtand in need of direction, I expect no wo- 
man will interfere with him except his own 
wife.” The barber, uttering- theſe words with 
that volubility which is peculiar to people of his 
profeſſion, perceived that Narilha reddened, and 
was become furious with anger; he therefore 
thought it a good opportunity for bringing the 
matter to a concluſion. Do you underſtand 
me, Madam? ſaid he, advancing two ſteps : 
—Do I underſtand you? Devils barber ! in- 
ſolent Jew | if you with for fools to govern, 
chooſe them on your own model. Keep your 
baſtard of a daughter to yourſelf ; my ſon is 
not for her: You are people with whom we 
would bluſh to have any connection whatever. 
-—You will return me my word of promiſe, re- 
plied the barber, endeavouring to reſtrain him- 
ſelf z I will be much obliged to you, and ſhall 
engage it no more. But it will ſoon be two 
years ſince your huſband and ſon frequented my 
ſhop without ever having left a ſingle penny. 
I muſt at leaſt have handſome preſents for my ap- 
prentices.—Ah ! Who has refuſed you your wa- 
ges and your handſome preſents? repliedthe fruit 
ſeller ; not a ſingle workman in Bagdad can 
complain of us. Hold, added ſhe, throwing fix 
fequins with great diſdainupon the table, there is 
for the maſter barber and his boys; for onecould 
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ſcarcely pay too dear to get rid of them; get 
out immediately. At the ſight of the gold, the 
barber opened his eyes very wide. This wo- 
man is evidently mad,” ſaid he to himſelf; «ſhe 
throws her gold at my head; and, ſhould I 
think of contradifting her again, ſhe might 
throw fomething more deadly at me: Let us be 
going with it.” | Saying this, he turned himſelf 
very briſkly, and haſtened out of the ſhop. 

As the barber was returning home, he met 
Caſſanak, who had juſt taken poſſeſſion of the 
garden, and arranged every thing for ſecuring 
the fucceſs of his nephew's buſineſs; and, his 
head being ſtill filled with his adventure, he 
ſtops Caffanak : Have you,” ſays he, „any 
connection with Dalhuc, your ancient brother- 
in-law ?”---None, ſince, at the inſtigation of his 
wicked wife, he baniſhed from his houſe my 
dear nephew, who really deſerves the tender af- 
fection I feel for him.“ Do you know,” ad- 
ded the barber, “ that the woman you are 
ſpeaking of is completely mad. I have known 
that for a conſiderable time; indeed the never 
was wiſe ; but it is true that ſhe has had a violent 
fit, which has baniſhed from her ſhop all the 
cuſtomers whom the had had the addrets to 
draw to it: I have availed myſelf of this for the 
eſtabliſhment of my nephew, who will ſoon, 1 
Hope, be in a more flouriſhing condition than 
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his father. At preſent, he poſſeſſes that ſhop 
which is in the corner of the ſquare, to which 
all the cuſtomers of Narilha now repair. They 
appear delighted with my nephew, who is by far 
the-fineſt young man in Bagdad.—But, if your 
nephew is obliged to purchaſe fruits in order to 
ſelt them again, he will not make much of the 
buſineſs.—My nephew ſells only fruit of his 


own growth. He is the proprietor of one of 
the beſt gardens in our neighbonrhood ; here 
is the contract of the bargain, and his diſcharge. 


This poor young man is very engaging, and has 
found friends; every perſon is eager to contri- 
bute to his little profits; he wants nothing now 
but a wife to aſſiſt him; for, alone as he is at 
preſent, and his buſineſs increaſing every day, 
he needs ſome perſon to attend to his affairs. 
I once obſerved, ſaid the barber, that he 
had a liking for my daughter; to whom he was 
by no means diſagreeable, and, for my own part, 
1 loved him fincerely Dalhuc would have been 
very well pleaſed with this match, but his wife 
would not part with a ſequin You are a fa- 
ther, and you know, as well as I, that our firſt 


care is to provide for our children: I am un- 
der no engagement; your nephew is eſtabliſhed 


in life; and, if he wiſhes my daughter's hand, 
he ſhall have it. I accept it for him, replied 
Caſſanak, holding out his hand to the barber. 
To 
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To morrow, before noon, I will go to Dalhuc, 


and communicate our intentions to him; and F 
have ſuch information to give him as - wilt 


bring him to agree to all our wiſhes : I will 


then bring him with me to the city; we will 
call on the cadi, as we paſs, the ceremony ſhall 
be inſtantly performed, and the nuptials cele- 
brated in the evening. Narilha ſhall not hear 


of it till all is over, and her oppoſition uſeleſs. 


The barber returned home ſo full of joy 
that he could with difficulty reſtrain himſelf. 
The powerful principle of gold had alone deter- 
mined him to marry his daughter to the ſtupid 
Badur; but the huſband now propoſed ap- 
peared to poſſeſs ſuperior advantages. He in- 
formed his daughter of it, aud ſhe felt no dif- 
ficulty in deciding in favour of her former lover. 
While they were ſettling this marriage, the 
ſtrangeſt chimeras were floating in the heads of 
Narilha and of her ſon. Both of them were 
delighted at having entirely broke off the 
treaty with the, barber. Common people | 
Mere mob! ſaid the mother.—Oh ! I am no 
more of this ſort, ſaid Badur; and I really ex- 
pect they will not now laugh in my face as 
they formerly did. Then each of them aſide 
indulged their own dreams, W to their 

capacity. 
Ah ſaid Narilha to herſelf, though 1 did 
nothing 
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nothing but ſell every day my own fruit, and 


that of others, at ſuch a price, I ſhould ſoon 
fill my little coffer ! I ſhould be obliged to 
get a ſtrong-box.—But where would I concea} 
it ? We will not ſtay always in this houſe,; and, 
beiides, we ſhall have more room. When it 
ſhall be perceived in Bagdad that my fruit dif- 
appears, without any perſon in the town having 
bought it, people muſt neceſſarily expect ſome 
myſtery. I would do well to be filent reſpec- 
ting my good fortune ; but, in ſpite of me, it 
will be known that I am fruit-ſeller general to 
the ſkies.—It is a moſt honourable office! 1 
ſhall lodge in a fine palace; and, in place of 
diſplaying my fruit under a tent, and before my 
door, I will range them in pyramids betwixt the 
pillars of the periſtyle of my palace. Already I 
ſee all theſe fine fruits raiſed to the roofs.— 
Oh,! The beautiful view! The proud pyra- 
mids ! Never were more magnificent ones form- 
ed, of ſapphires, of emeralds, of topazes, or of 
rubies! Certainly the caliph will with to enjoy 
this ſpectacle; he will bring his favourites hi- 
ther; and they will conſider themſelves as ex- 
tremely happy in receiving from my hand the 


fruits which were intended for the itars.—No - 


body will be mentioned any where but the fruit- 


ſeller of heaven: All thoſe of Damas will be- 


corne jealous of her; and then it will be known 
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that my ſon has married the morning-ſtar :— 


And, as the ſtars have an influence on the lot of 


every individual, all the grandees of the king- 
dom will pay their court to me; perhaps, there 
may even be kings in the crowd ; for, powerful 
as they are, they are ſeldom content with their 
condition, —I will make my own terms with 
them; and, as it would be humiliating for me 
to remain the wife of a potter, I will procure 
for him an honourable office.-He has hardly 
any knowledge; but, with a little pride, he 
will make as good a figure as another. Ah! 
in a ſhort time, I muſt become the wife of an 
emir,—In my way to the palace, I ſhall meet 
this provider who forgot the reſpect due te 
me: I will draw up the curtains of my litter, 
and, with a diſdainful look, will puniſh him 
for his inſolence. He ſhall !:now the diſtance 
there is betwixt the provider of a caliph and 
the fruit-ſeler general of the firmament; for, 
even when I ſhall be the wife of an emir, I wilt 


ſtill preſerve the cuſtom of heaven; it is ſo plea- 


fant to take the money which falls from it.— As 
to my ſon, his wife will aſſuredly make him a 
prince; perhaps ſhe may make him king of ſome 
place ! He has not much underſtanding ; but his 
miniſters will have it for him Such was the 
ſtrain of Narilha's fancy. To morrow,” faid 
Badur, on his part, © I ſhall have myſelf ſhaved 

again, 
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again, for I am greatly the better.— Here am I, 


the lover of a ſtar | But love is certainly ſome- 


thing very extraordinary ; for I am in love, yet 
I don't feel it; that muſt neceſſarily come, how- 
ever.—But how ſhall I get near the object of 
my affeftion 2 Will ſhe deſcend, or muſt I 
aſcend to her ? I have ſeen melons go up into the 
air; and, had they been large gourds, it would 
have been all one -I will diſappear like a 
gourd. But, my mother told me that I ought 
to ſay ſweet things to the barber's dau ghter if 
I married her: Now, What ſhall I ſay to my 
ſtar Lou are very round, very white, and 
very brilliant II believe this will do pretty 
well.—In every caſe, I can conſult the Arme- 
nian gentleman, who hath ſpoken to me of 


a. language without vowels; I will beg of 


him to teach me what I, ought to ſay, and 
to direct my conduct, for he is better acquaint- 
ed than I with the cuſtoms of the ſtars.” 


Night deſcended, while Badur was indulgin g 
theſe extravagant ideas; and the heaven was 


beſpangled with ſtars, every one more brilliant 
than another. — Where, then, is mine? ſaid the 
ridiculous lover. The more I ſearch, I am the 


leſs able to diſtinguiſh. But, ſince they are fad 


to be fond of good humour, I am going to 
laugh to them all; and mine will know that, 


when I laugh, I do it to pleaſe her. With 
this, he ſet up forced laughs, and was anſwered 


by 
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by a full e chorus of the beaſts of burden which 
Dalhuc had put into the ſtable. Vaſtly well, 
Badur ! ſaid his ſtep-father to him; you are 
cheering my poor beaſts, who are extremely fa- 


tigued ; it will do them good. 


But next day was to unravel all theſe adven- 
tures. The fruit-ſeller, better provided than 
uſual, expected with great impatience the provi- 
der of the ſkies. At length ho arrived; and 


ſhe fold him the fruit at a higher price, and 


was more genteelly paid for it than on the for- 
mer days. She feemed to triumph before- 
hand in the riches ſhe promiſed herſelf, and 
endeavoured to imitate the airs and graces of 
high life : The Armenian perceived this, and 
appeared to be highly amuſed with it; but, at 
the fame time, was buſy in diſpatching the 
fruit. The fooliſh Badur attempted to throw 
ſome pomegranates into the air, and, obſerving 
that they did not fall back again, began to 
think he had intercourſe with heaven, and 
continued the work till he was all over in a 
ſweat : Courage] Courage my friend !” ſaid 
the Armenian to him; © ſo far as I ſee, your 
ſervices are becoming more and more agree- 
able. 4 Do you think fo ?”—« Do I think 
fo! You are, without ſuſpecting it, the hap- 
pieſt of mortals; and im a ſhort time you will 
have a proof of it.“ J ſhould be glad to 

know, 
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know, faid Badur, < how that happineſs can 
be procured ; for it appears to me that I could 
hold my miſtreſs in the hollow of my hand 
© You are deceived by the diſtance,” replied 
the Armenian, „ the is as large as you. 
« But, taking that for granted, ſhe muſt be 


all face like the moon.“ No, no: She has 


arms, hands, legs, and feet, as well as you: 
It is juſt as if you ſaw a young beautiful per- 
fon during the night with a large glo- Y] rm 
on the top of her noſegay. “ Ah! I under» 
ſtand z my wife has only to take off her cap to 
be exactly like another woman; and I have 


only to put a glow-worm on mine, to become, 
in my turn, a . Your conjectures re- 


ſpecting the heavens are as juſt as if you had 
been there.“ A thought ſtrikes me, how 
ever,” added Badur; * when I ſhall be in the 


air, how ſhall I walk there ? With much 


greater caſe than on the earth,” replied the 
Armenian; „ the roads there are far more 
beaten? Then, turning towards Narilha, 
« Well, Madam! You ſee the progreſs of 
your ſon: He has learned more in one mo- 
ment than the moſt renowned aftrologers 
who have loft their OX in ry 4 _ 
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rant, and endeavoured to render herſelf ſtil 
more ſo reſpecting her ſon. Deceived by the 
converſation 'of the Armenian, ſhe allowed 
herſelf to be perſuaded that Badur had talked 
very rationally ; and flattered herſelf with the 
hopes of ſeeing his underſtanding unfold very 
rapidly: In her turn, ſhe wiſhed to expreſs 
ſome curioſity reſpecting the inhabitants of hea- 
ven: © Are they well drefled, Sir?“ ſaid ſhe 
to Caſſanak.—-« Their garments,” replied he, 
c reſemble the moit agreeable vapours: One 
would think they were ſprinkled with the pow- 
der of 'Thamarena, which, added to the de- 
licious and natural odour of their bodies, gives 
a ſenſation, when you approach them, which 
I cannot better compare than to that of a 
noſegay compoſed of roſes, jonquils, and bloſ- 
ſoms of the orange.” « Oh! how fine for 
me,” ſaid Badur; I am fond of flowers to 
diſtraction, and would always have my noſe at 
a. noſegay. Ah! when ſhall I enjoy theſe de- 
licious perfumes ?”—<« This very night if you 
pleaſe,” replied the Armenian; © go without 
the city of Bagdad, and lie down in your fa- 
ther's garden; and towards eleven o'clock your 
miſtreſs is to bathe in the beautiful canal which 
is formed by the river along your terrace; un- 
dreſs yourſelf, ſwim after your charming ſtar, 
and careſs (but very gently, and with great diſ- 
1 cretion) 


LE — 
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cretion) the water in which you ſee her; for, 


if you go rudely to work, you may make the 


glow-worm drop, and the lady will make her 
eſcape. Purſue her to the very end of the ca- 
nal; and, as ſoon as you ſhall have reached 
this, put your foot upon the ground, and you 
will find her ſpring upon the ſand as nimbly as 
yourſelf. As to the reſt, my dear Badur, I 
have no farther inſtructions to give you. It is 
ſufficient for you to know, that, in order to 
marry her immediately, you have no need ei- 
ther of a cadi or of witneſſes, for the ladies of 
heaven are void of ceremony.“ “ 80 much 
money faved !” ſaid Badur; © this will be as 
much as I ſhall ſpend in getting my beard ſha- 
ved to-morrow. But who will ſhew me my 
ſtar amidſt all the reſt?ꝰ - Your gardener: 

ell him to ſhew you the morning-ſtar in the 
Euphrates, and he will ſhow you it immediate- 
ly; for it is not in heaven that he muſt ſeek 
for it.” After this, Caſſanak took his leave of 
the mother and ſon, promiſing to return next 
day. 85 

When he had gone out, Narilha, reflecting 
on what ſhe had juſt heard, appeared greatly 
aſtoniſhed at it; but the was comforted by the 
gold which ſhe held in her hand, and ſhe went- 


to lock it up in her coffer: In proportion as 


this was filled, her head grew empty, and her. 
Gg2 reaſon 
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reaſon vaniſhed; and ſhe agreed that her fon 
ſhould proſecute his intrigue in the Euphrates. 
While, in this manner, they were occupied 
with the ridiculous means of advancing their 
fortune, Caffanak had gone to his brother-in- 
law, whom he found in the garden employed 
in gathering fruit. He found him prejudiced 
againſt his fon II Dalhuc. But, when he was 
informed of the excellent eſtabliſhment which 
his good behaviour had procured him, when 
he ſaw the contract for the garden he had pur- 
chaſed, and his diſcharge, he was obliged to 
confeſs that he had been deceived reſpecting 
his ſon by Narilha. At the fame time, he 
learned that the barber; his old friend, had 
broken his engagements with his wife, that he 
was inclined to give his daughter to II-Dalhuc, 
and that they only waited for him to draw up 
the contract: He was delighted with this infor- 
mation; and, entruſting to his gardener the 
care of gathering the fruit, he departed imme- 
diately with Caffanak to the cadi's houſe. 
As they walked along, he learned many o- 
ther circumſtances. He was informed that his 
wife had a treaſure which ſhe concealed from 
him; that it was the product of what ſhe had 
ftolen from him, and that fhe ſtill defrauded 
him every day; that ſhe had, in the ' ſpace of 
three days, fold fruit to an Armenian for more 
than 
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than one hundred and fifty ſequins; and that 
ſhe had fallen out with all the providers in. 
Bagdad, who had fortunately found every thing 
which they wanted in the ſhop of Il-Dalhuc, 
who had drawn all her cuſtomers to him, and 
that therefore there was nothing loſt to the fa- 
mily. Conſider, my dear Dalhuc, added his 
brother-in-law, how this woman abuſes your 
confidence] She conceals every thing from 
you, and oppreſſes you with labour, in order 
to accumulate a treaſure which ſhe wiſhes tor 
enjoy alone: I know the place where it is con- 
cealed, and we might eaſily make ourſelves ma- 
ſters of it. After that, you muſt ſeparate from 
this guilty, woman, and divorce her before the 
cadi: You will find in her concealment four times 
as much money as will ſuffice to pay her back 
the dowry. you have received; and, as ſhe pre- 
| tended to come to you when it was dark, you 
muſt alſo ſend her away in darkneſs. | 

Dalhuc was at firſt rendered furious againſk: 
Narilha by theſe explanations ; . but it required- 
them all to undeceive him. They arrived at. 
the cadi's houſe; and from thence they went 
to the barber's, where the marriage was cele- 
brated with emotions of the e joy and un- 
alterable happineſs. 

Meanwhile, 3 Narilha was the vic-⸗ 
tim of uneaſineſs. Night had come on; Ba- 
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dur had gone to the place of meeting; and 
Dalhuc was not arrived with his fruit. What 
could have happened to him ? If fruits were 
wanting to-morrow, how could ſhe. provide for 
the neceſſities of the ſtars? At length, at the 
very moment when the gates of the city were 
to be ſhut, Dalhuc's gardener arrived with half 
a load of fruit; and reported that his maſter 
had departed at ten in the morning with a man 
who came for him. What, muſt Narilha do, 
who had not even her ſon with her, whom ſhe 
might ſend through Bagdad, to collect at leaſt 
what fruit remained ſince the day before? In 
her own opinion, the was expoſed: to the total 
ruin of her: fortune. Alas! What a ſtorm is 
about to burſt on poor Dalhuc! © Yes,” ſaid 


the, * at whatever hour he ſhall return, he 


muſt go (inſtantly and procure fruit; if there 
are none in Bagdad, the gates of which are 
now ſhut, I will make him leap over the walls, 
rather than want a fingle day's proviſion for the 
ſtars.” Night had already completed half her 
courſe, when, in the middle of this extrava- 
gant woman's agitation, Dalhuc knocked at his 
| door, not ke à man who dreaded reproaches 
for his delay, but, for the firſt time in his life, 
as maſter of his own houſe. “ He is. drunk, 
without any doubt] ſaid Narilha; but dear 
ſhall he pay for his debauch!“ At the ame 
time 
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time ſhe opened the door, pouring out a tor- 
rent of abuſe. « Drunken wretch!” faid ſhe to 
him, you would reduce us to miſery ? What 
have you been about.? Whence come you ? Do 
you thus abandon your wife and your child 
to indulge in your vices? I will complain to 
the cadi; he ſhall do me juſtice on you, you 
infamous debauchee! Think you then that I 
will allow you leiſure to fleep yourſelf. ſober 


till once the ſhop be furniſhed with fruits for 


to-morrow ? I know not what keeps me from 
breaking your arms and legs.” Dalhuc was 
ſomewhat ſharpened by wine; but he had been 
taught his leſſon ſo perfectly by Caſſanak and 
the barber, that, armed with a large ftick, and. 
determined to repel violence by force, he had 
nevertheleſs the preſence of mind not to com- 
mit any. Mad woman ! ſaid he, fit down, and 
recover your ſenſes. We owe to one another. 


an exact account of our conduct. And here is 


. « Yeſterday.I was in my garden, when my 
good- brother Caſſanak came there in ſearch of 
me, and to inform me that my friend the bar- 


ber was giving his daughter in marriage to Il- 


Dalhuc my ſon; and that I behoved to come 
immediately for the contract and the nuptials. 
All this is now done, and I have juft left 
them. —44 And halt. thou the. effrontery to tell 


me, 
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me,” replied Narilha, & that thou (haſt left my- 
buſineſs to marry thy ideot of a ſon to the 
daughter of an impertinent fellow, who yeſter- 
day came here, and- inſulted both my fon and 
_ myſelf ? “ Softly ; the barber is a friend of 
mine, and not more impertinent than another; 
and, if there be an ideot here, your ſon is the 
only perſon I ſhould ſuſpect of being fuch.” — 
The coolneſs and ſteadineſs of Dalhuc ſo much. 
aſtoniſhed Narilha, that, tempted to revenge. 
herſelf for the inſult ſhe thought ſhe had re- 
ceived, ſhe felt a deſire to uſe the moſt violent 
means; but ſhe had neither weapons nor reſo- 
lution z her feeble rage was ſoon converted in- 
to deſpair z ſhe rolled along the ground, wring-- 
ing her hands, ſet up dreadful ſhrieks, and, at. 
laſt, melted into tears, and ſwooned away. 
| Dalhuc had been prepared for this; every. 
5 thing was indifferent to him, provided the ſe-. 
quins did not eſcape from his hands, and that. 
they enabled him to rid himſelf of. a woman, 
whom he had found to be falſe. He did not 
go to bed, but waited. quietly the end of the. 
criſis. The hours paſſed away, and day appear- 
ed: Napilha, . ſome what recovered from her, 
ſwoon, watched the moment of her huſband's: - 
CO! on and weakneſs, in order to take ad- 
vantage of it; but ſhe waited for it in vain. 
Dalhuc, ſeated. oppoſite to her, and his chin, 
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leaning upon his ſtick, maintained his tranqui- 
lity. “ That man,” ſaid ſhe within herſelf, 
« is very ſuddenly changed. Caſſanak, and 
the curſed: barber, have rendered him inflex- 
ible ! How ſhall I avenge myſelf? How ſhall I 
bring back my huſband ? But, rather, how 
ſhall J receive the provider of the ſtars here, 
with whom I muſt ſpeak privately. He only 
could oblige me; he has fuch powerful friends, 
that he could eaſily rid me of ſome people who 
with to get rid of me! Let me put on the appear- 
ance of ſweetneſs, and endeavour to remove 
my huſband from this place. ©, You muſt be 
fatigued, my good friend,” ſaid the, with the 
moſt honeyed accents, « and I am afraid of 
your falling ill; go to bed, if you pleaſe. As 
for me, I muſt put the little fruit we have in 
as good order as I can.” —* And for whom ?” 
faid Dalhuc: „I know that you have not a 
fingle purchaſer in Bagdad; for you have diſ— 
guſted all your cuſtomers.” “ There is no 
great loſs,” replied ſhe; „I have fallen into 
the way of felling them to ſtrangers, who pay 
handfomely ;” thewing him, at the ſame time, 
five or ſix ſequins, and fome ſmall coins. 
There is money for you, added ſhe z «© the 
houſe | hath wanted en, and my 28 0 
have HOO: fold” | 


Dihue 
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. Dalhuc was not a little ſurpriſed to ſee his 
wife ſhow this money, as it was the firſt time ſhe 
had ever thought of doing ſo, all which ſhe 
had received being conſtantly ſuppoſed to have 
been ſpent before hand. But he was warned 
of this, and perceived at once the ſnare and the 


fraud. He did not take the ſequins, but calm- 


ly remained in his ſeat, looking at Narilha, who, 
forcing herſelf to weep, arranged as well as ſhe 
could the fruits which the gardener had 
brought. Are not you going to bed, my 

dear, you will do yourſelf ill.“ No,” re- 
plied he I have no need of reſt.”—& But, inthat 


_ caſe,” ſaid ſhe, © inſtead of remaining here, you 


would do better to go and ſearch for an affort- 
ment of fruit for us in ſome garden, I expect 
a cuſtomer whom it is our intereſt to furniſh 
with the beſt that can be got; Jam not at li- 
berty to tell who this is, but, if you do 45 1 
bid you, I will let you know at your return, 
I would rather learn it from the cuſtomer's 
own mouth, and leave you your * 

Shocking fellow!” muttered Narilha; „he 
will ſpoil the whole affair: Why had I no more 


than ſix ſequins left in my pocket? He would 


have been leſs obſtinate if he had ſeen thirty 


or forty. Since you wont',“ continued ſhe, 


] muſt take the baſket myſelf, and go in queſt 
of fruit. No; I don't wiſh you to go out, 
ow 
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you will be neceffary in aſſiſting me to receive 


the company who will be here immediately. 


er It is the Armenian whom he expects,” con- 
tinued ſhe, ſpeaking to herſelf; * and I will 


not have time to inform him privately of all 
But I have a notion 
khat thoſe inviſible hands, which ſerve him fo 


that has happened. 


well, are able, if he chooſes, to free us from this 
troubleſome ſellow who wiſhes to ruin our for- 
tune. I am all impatience—Little prevents me 
from ſcratching out his eyes Let me“ The 
fury of Narilha, for a long time ſuppreſſed, was 


about to become dangerous; but the ſun being 


already conſiderably above the horizon, the 


hour of buſineſs was near, when all on a ſud- 


den a violent knocking was heard at the door. 
„ Heavens !” ſaid ſhe, “ there is the Armeni- 
an !” and ran haſtily to meet him; but Dalhuc 
had ee n. and opened the door 
himſelf. 

The man e dee e hin Ga 


ragi, and was the cad iwho had drawn up the | 


contract of marriage betwixt Caſſanak's nephew 
and the barber's daughter. He was not alone z 
the uncle; Caflinak accorapanicy hill, Together 
with ſome officers of juſtice. 4 You with Dal- 
huc,” ſaid the cadi, as he entered, “ to divorce 


your wife? Iam come to learn the reaſons of 


—— — - 
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it, and, ſhould I judge them ſufficiently ſtrong, 
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to give a formal diyorce to.this-purpole.” . 
Sir !” replied Dalhuc, „I married this wo- 
anan that ſhe might-take care of my family, and 
nr trade. at, by gaming m my 


houſe, ſhe has ſpread confuſion and diſturbance 
in it, by raiſing 2 noiſe againſt my ſon, whom 


ſhe has forced, in a ſtate of abſolute nakedneſs, 
to ſeek ſhelter under another roof. I began to 
{ell fruit, which promiſed to be a lucrative 
trade: Not contented, however, with keeping 
back the profits of it, the has; by the moſt diſtin- 
guiſhed acts of madneſs, : baniſhed from my 
{hop all thoſe for whom I furniſhed it, prefer- 
ing to them a man dropt from the clouds.“ 


Nes, indeed, fallen from the clouds ! -He is 
well able to mount up to them again, and to 
treat you as a wicked and inſolent fellow; and, 


Gnce I am forced to tell every thing, I will be- 


ſeech him to avenge my cauſe; he will not re- 


fuſe it, and will diſcover to all the world who 
he is, and who Iam-:”—*-Do you hear her, Sir?” 


ſaid Dalhuc-—& Yes,” replied the Cadi ; © her 


head is abſolutely deranged: In this point of 
view, I ſhall conſider what ſhe has juſt ſaid to 
ſcreen her from the rigour of the laws ;” and he 
was. beginning to dictate the ſentence . Ah! 
at, the inſtance of a filly fellow, do. you thus 
* of the ſtars !? ex- 

| | caimed 
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claimed Narilha, her eyes inflamed with anger: 
« Ah! would the celeſtial provider were here, or 
even my ſon? With the protection of the 
powerful ſtar of the morning, which he married 
this laſt night, I ſhould convince of their inſig- 
nificance all thoſe who have dared this day to 
treat me with diſreſpect.— Lou hear her, Sir, 
repeated Dalhuc.—Alas! I do hear her, replied 
the Cadiz do whatever you have reſolved upon; 
you are but too well authoriſed 3 and he dicta- 
ted the ſentence. © Nariha! protected by the 
ce provider of the flars “ ſaid Dalhuc, mother 
& in-law: to the morning flar, Be. gone, I dis 
«© vorce thee, once, twice, thrice.” During 
this time, the bill of divorcement was preparing: 
Dalhuc ſigned it, and gave it to the divorced 
lady, after cauſing a duplicate of it to be written 
out. This was a very prudent precaution, for 
| ſhe tore the paper into a thouſand pieces. 
« Now,” ſaid the, ** Where is my dowry? I 
muſt have it. You have two hundred ſequins 
to find for me, otherwiſe I infiſt upon having the 
garden, watered with the ſweat of my brow, ad- 
judged to me.” —* Now,” ſaid Dalhuc, “ give 
me an. account of my fruit, which, for theſe 
three days, you have fold to a ſtranger”.-—There 
it is, ſaid the, throwing fix ſequins and ſome 
finall-coins in his face. Caſſanak then ſpoke. You 
have not given an eighth part of the money 
: Vor- II. " ER” you 


from behind.. I turned round, but ſaw nobody: 
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you received. I myſelf furniſhed the money, 
and it amounts to an hundred and forty ſe- 
quins: The Armenian of Bagdad, to whom 1 
lent them, hath given me his robe and cap in 


ſecurity; and here they are. At this declaration 


Narilha became ſpeechleſs; but the arrival of 
Badur completed her confuſion. He came, diſ- 
figured by torrents of blood running down, and 
concealing more than half his face, his throat 
fwelled, and ſuch a ſuppreſſion of the voice, 
that it was with difficulty he could be heard ; 
while - he curſed the ſtars with all his heart. 
« Ah!“ faid he, “ If ever I am in love with 
them again, may I receive three times as many 
ſtrokes of the rod, as they have applied to me 
this night.” — What has happened you, friend? 
aſked the Cadi.. If any perſon has beat you, 1 
am ready to do you juſtice.—-Sir, “ ſaid Badur, 
ec puniſh the ſtars with the baſtinado. There 
is one of them who ſhould have been my wife ; 
L ſent her a noſegay, and my picture in a pail of 


water, and ſhe Re OO 


where it was extremely cold. I loſt my footing 

more than twenty times, marching after her, 
and was obliged to ſwim half a league; and, 
when I thought ſhe was going to land together 
with me, I had ſcarcely ſet my foot upon the 
ſand, when I received ſome blows with a rod 
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The ſtrokes were repeated: I turned round 
again, but to no purpoſe: The perſons who in- 
flited the ſtrokes were always directly at my 
back; I therefore fled, and was purſued by 
them, ſtriking me all the way to the door of 
the garden. Ah! I love the gold which comes 
down from them very well; but, he may court 
their favours who will; rb ee de t | 
the whole night,” | 
The pride of. Narilha was rio: 
fied by this relation : She perceived that gr had 
been played upon, and now ſaw herſelf com- 
pletely detected. The Cadi had ordered ſeven» 
ty ſequins to be told down upon the table, and 
the found that was all ſhe was to be allowed to 
take back for her dowry. At leaſt,” ſaid ſhe, 
I ſhalt be permitted to carry off my effects? 
Les, replied the Cadiz one of my officers 
will accompany you, together with Dalhuc and 
Caffanak. When Narilha perceived that it 
was impoſſible for her to carry away her little 
concealment, ſhe thought of depriving Dalhuc 
of it; and collected all her effects, without once 
looking towards the place where her gold was 
concealed. ( Sir,” ſaid ſhe, after this, tothe 
cadi, (when I was Dalhuc's wife, it was my 
duty to obey him; but, now that I am divor- 
ced, 1 am reinſtated in my rights. He had for- 
bid me to mention his having found a treaſure 
| H h 2 ä | in 
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in an old iron-pot, which is fill to be found in 


the place where it had been buried. This depo- 
ſit belongs to the commander of the faithful, 
and my religious principles do not allow me to 
diſſemble the theft which was intended: Be ſo 
good as follow me, Sir, and you may cauſe it be 
carried off. (The caliph already knows of this 
treaſure, replied the cadi, and thinks it right 
that Dalhuc ſhould take poſſeſſion of it, as what 
was in reality ſtolen from him.“ Narilha was 
rendered entirely frantic by this reply: In this 
ſituation, ſhe might become extremely danger- 
. ous 3 and, as ſhe was preparing to go out, 
« Where are you going ?” ſaid the cadi; you 
bave need of medicines, and ſhall be conducted 
with your ſon to a place where every thing that 
is neceſſary will be adminiſtered to you.” Upon 
this, the retinue of the cadi dragged her out of 
the houſe, together with her ſon 3 and Dalhue 
was left alone with Caſſanak, on whom he be- 
ſtowed new expreſſions of his gratitude. 
This, faid Cabil-Haſen, as he here ended his 
Rory, is all that I have learned of the 2 55 


r 
a 1 


; Tur beautiful Vaſumse had never ceaſed £ 
file during the whole of this recital ; the good 
Nane 
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Nanè had, at different times, burſt out into vio- 
lent fits of laughter; the Schebandad and Ve- 
ſumẽ's father had appeared pleaſed; and the ri- 
vals of him who related the tale had given ſigns 
of uneaſineſs; all waited, in ſilence, the approba- 
tion of Vaſumẽ, when the Schebandad thus ad- 
dreſſed her: « My dear daughter!“ faid he, 
this ſtory appeared to amuſe you.“ Yes, 
father, every body ſeemed to be pleaſed with 
it, and eſpecially my nurſe laughed heartily— 
Much leſs would have made me laugh, replied 
Nané. I have liſtened attentively, I have re- 
tained a great many circumſtances, and am in 
good hopes that this ſtory will increaſe my 
little collection: But I doubt I ſhall not be 
able to deliver it from my memory in as agree- 
able a manner as it has entered it.” Nay, my 
dear Nane, on the contrary, I am perſuaded 
that you will do it great zuſtice in the telling; 
but another is preparing for us, which will 
perhaps make you forget it. It muſt poſſeſs a 
great many excellencies then, ſaid Nans : Let 
us liſten, for I am impatient to hear it begun. 
The nurſe was ſilent; and the ſecond of the 
three couſins, availing himſelf of the attention 
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The Proweſs ani Death of Captain Tranchemont, 
and of his brave Companions. Dobil Haſer's Story. 


| Carram TRANCHEMONT, after having ramb- 
led over a great many countries, and a great 
part of the world, found himſelf in Egypt, in 
the confines: of the mountainous part of that 
kingdom: his exceſſive voracity could ſcarcely 
be gratified; and the horror with which he inſpir- 
ed every body, removed from him every thipg 
neceſſary for the ſupply of his wants. 
As he was one day traverſing a defart, he 
was accidentally led into the cave of a derviſe: 
Holy man!“ ſaid he to him, « you ſee before 
you a warrior, who is dying for want of food, 
have not you ſome hundreds of nuts to break? 
The rats have excellent teeth, replied the 
derviſe, without riſing from his ſeat, and con- 
tinuing to meditate on his book; they have eat 
all the nuts which I received from the charity of 
the faithful, and have left me nothing but the 
ſhells. The only proviſion I have remaining is 
that biſcuit of the Nile which you ſee before 
my door? And, at the ſame time, pointed to 
+ ſtone fix feet long, and about three. "beet 
« Do you eat that? replied Pra : 
Zooks! you are not delicate in your taſt! RY Yo | 


this paſtry, the pyramids of Egypt a are built of 


it, 
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it, and I can eat at your expence. This morſel 
would be of hard digeſtion to any other ſto- 
machs than ours; ſuffer me to cut a ſlice of it.” 
At the ſame time he drew his fabre, and with 
one ſtroke cut off a ſlice as thick as three leaves 
of the palm- tree joined together. He then 
broke it into ſmall morſels, chewed it betwixt 
his teeth, and ſwallowed it. * What a fabre ! 
What arms ! What teeth! ſaid the recluſe to 
himſelf z my furniture is pretty ſolid ; yet this 
man could unfurniſh my cave at four meals; I 
muſt make a friend of him! Sir | ſaid he, I ad- 


mire at once the ſtrength and dexterity of your 


arm; and find you poſſeſs a very extraordinary 
talent. I am deſirous to become acquainted 
with you, and hope you will not judge me un- 
womthy of that honour: Adventurers - are, in 
general, ſuſpected; but, with reſpect to a man 
like you, I ought to have neither ſecrets nor 
artifice 3 enter with me into the innermoſt ap- 
partment of my cave, there I have in reſerve ſome 
cheeſes of goats milk, and ſome cakes, which 
I will find a real pleaſure in ſharing with you; 
come, we will eat at our n and converſo 
| with freedom. 
« Moſt willingly,” lied W 2 3 
Is love people of your way of life. I have known 
' more than one of them, who had not ſpent all 
| thei lives in muttering upon books; and, with 


cop. 0 


cup iu hand, I will willingly do penance with 
you for my. paſt faults.” 44 I have neither cups 
nor goblets,” faid the derviſe ; « I uſe nothing. 
but a pitcher And I would rather excuſe the 
pitcher than want the wine.” * Wine! exclaimed 
the reclaſe ; wine from a derviſe ! You make 
the hair of my beard ſtand on end! Conſider | 
that I have retired to this place to lead the life 
of a penitent :' I drink nothing but pure water 
mixed with a little honey, and of this compoſe 
oats, ee preach 
| _ "<q thinker at Het" he mutt 
accommodate himſelf to his fituation. He aſ- 
fifted his landlord in placing the cheeſes and 
cakes, piled upon one another, on a table made 
of a large ſtone. There were proviſions ſuffi- 
cient for eight perſons; yet the two gueſts 
found no ſaperfluity. They were ſeated on ſo- 
phas of the fame materials with the table, having 
each at his fide an enormous pitcher full of wa- 
ter and honey; and the repaſt began. 
n the cruſt, © Brother,” 
faid he, & let us drink: he then lifted up his 
pitcher, and drank it off at one draught : © Here 
is your health,” faid he to Tranchemont, who 
looked at him with aſtoniſhment. . Doubt- 
leſs,” replied the captain before he drank, © you 
muſt — been empty down to the toes to 
| » tm», 
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have been able to drain that pitcher without 
taking time to breathe; if you had, like me, 2 
ſtomach paved with ſtones, there would run 
through your body a river in proper ſtyle. 
« Alas, brother l“ ſaid the derviſe, you ſee me 
juſtly puniſhed. It is for having drank too much 
that I am reduced to this penitential life; at 
preſent T quench my thirſt, but never commit 
any exceſs, You have aſtoniſhed me with cut- 
ting and ſcranching my biſcuit; I will ſurpriſe 
you, in my turn, with _ relation of wy hif- 
tory. 

My name is Pretaboire (+). Had water not 
appeared to me very inſipid when I lived in the 
world, I would have drained the rivers and it 
would have been wrong to have given me the 
ſea, for the ſavourineſs of the liquor would have 
aſſiſted me in drinking it dry. One day, (I 
was then in Georgia, at a man's hauſe who had 
generouſly offered me an aſylum), the vintage 
was finiſhed, and hę ad ſhut up the product of his. 
eee y bed was placed too near the 
depoſit. ſuddenly awakened by a flavour 
ſo — that I could not reſiſt the tempta- 
tion of approaching the veſſels from which it 
p.. exhaled I ventured to taſte this beverage, 


, I | and 


7 Pretaboire, a name ſi ;gnificant of an inclination to 
N 
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and its charm operated ſo powerfully upon me, 


that, during the night, I emptied ten arobes (+), 


which were the whole product of the vintage. 
But they ſeemed to me to be no more than ten 


My landlord arrived in the mean time, and a- 


i 4 


buſed me for a drunkard, and I, hurt by this. 
reproach, put him to death Grieved after- 


wards at this ſally of paſſion, I aſſumed the ha- 


bit of a derviſe, and reſolved to drink nothing 
but honey and water. In conſequence of this 
reſolution, wandering from one retreat to ano- 
other, ſeeking always the moſt ſolitary, I have 
at laſt ſettled in th's abode, where T-ſpend my 
leiſure hours in gathering medicinal herbs, and 
| ſtudying the ſtars.” “ > 


66 My good ſaint!” replied Tranchemont, teſince | 


from, a drunkard you are become an aſtrolo- 
ger, 'T muſt inform, you of my quarrel with the 


ſtars. I wiſh for ſome little diſpute with mine; 


and would be very glad that you would put me 
within reach of giving it, and one of its com- 
panions, ſome blows with the flat ſide of my 
ſabre, to correct them for their caprices reſſ parts 


ing me. 


e My etz and I was born c 


in the capital of Circaſſia. According to the 
8 hob of an * pom one of my fa- 


Gers 


7 ane, a meaſure which contains Ne 18 


* 


ther's good friends, on the day of my birth, two 
ſtars, loaded with good and bad influences, un- 
dertook a journey; the leaſt of the two being 
well provided, travelled foremoſt. 'Three wo- 
men had been delivered that very day, each of 
a male=child ; they inhabited three of the prin- 
cipal buildings which form the corner of the 
ſtreet that leads to the king's palace: “Let us 
haſten thither,” ſaid they, and drop, in favour 
of theſe new-born infants, ſome of the booty 
with which we are loaded.” As they travelled 
along, the foremoſt ſtar grazed upon my mo- 
ther's houſe, at the very moment of my birth; 
and this, event ſtopped it for an inſtant.—46 I 
can go no farther,” ſaid it; “ my burden has 
become oppreſſive to me, I muſt drop it here;” 
and it was directly over me. I cannot tell you 
all that dropped from its hands at that mo- 
ment: It has proved a burden which I ſome- 
times carry with great impatience, and by which 
others are often diſturbed ; it has rendered me 
the ſtrongeſt, but the leaſt hardy of all men; 
I am doomed to have nothing, and to live con- 
tinually on plunder; nothing can reſiſt my 
ſabre but the feebleneſs of man alone, ſo that 
T never attack him but with my fiſts; and you 
may well judge that I do not want one. Theſe, 

my good derviſe, were the favours which were 
| dend down on my cradle; the ſtar which 
; followed 
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followed mine was, obliged: to drop the influ- 
ences which were deſtined for me upon a neigh- 
bouring hotel.“ — And what did it let fall 
there, pray? „-A crown: Thus you ſee, and 
without vanity I can ſay, I was only a door 
from obtaining a throne z the aſtrologer ſaid to 
my father, that this happened through fatali- 
ty; for my part, I ſuppoſe there was a good 
deal of caprice in it; for my brilliant protect- 
reſs might eaſily have carried her favours one 
door lower. By Mahomet! Do you know 
that I am enraged at it, my good ſaint, and 
that I have already employed many methods i in 
order to belie my nativity. _ : 

« ] have aſſembled armies; I . com- 
manded them well, and fought ſtill better; 
but my ſoldiers proved mere cowards: There 
were always too. many to eat, and nobody to 
Aght. One day I entered a city, without per- 
afiving that I was not followed by my men: I 
cut in pieces every one that oppoſed my paſlage, 
and purſued and murdered all that attempted 
to fly. Where it was difficult to carry the 
ſword, there I carried the flames, and I pilla- 
ged the whole city: My army thought me loſt; 
and, depending no more upon me, was ſeized 
with a dreadful panic, and took to flight. 
What happened then ? As I had laid waſte the 
* had given quarter to none, and as my 

army 
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army was diſperſed, - though I was become a 
king by the vigour of my arm, and the cutting 
of my ſabre, yet in reality I reigned over no- 
thing.! How !” ſaid Pretaboirez & Had you 


exterminated even the women ?”—« By Maho= 


met! I love the women to diſtraction; but 
when they ſaw me, they cried as if one had 
flead them; they fled from me, and threw 
ſtones at me from the top of the terraces z they 
excited their huſbands, and let out their dogs 
upon me. I have had my ſhield and bucklet 
bent in ten places, and the calf of my leg car» 
ried off by a maſtiff: I love women, but not 
when they are angry; for then, old or young, 
ugly or beautiful, I cruſh as many of them to 
pieces as I can find; I ſpare nothing that re- 
fiſts me.” —* Your blood is a little too hot, 
my general,” reſumed the derviſe, & you ought, 
like me, to drink nothing but honey and wa- 


ter.” — © By Mahemet l“ exclaimed Tranche - 


mont, * your honey and water increaſes, in- 
ſtead of quenching my thirft. My malignant 
ſtar would triumph if it beheld me reduced to 
that : Let us talk of correcting it, if it is pob- 
ſible. If I could aſcend on high, I would 
teach it to be reaſonable ; but cannot you, who 
are an aſtrologer, by the help of your ma- 


chines, ene 


juſtice ?” | 
Vol. Il. Ii There 


—— — — — 
. - — *** 
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There is another way of avenging yourſelf, 
Laid Pretaboirez you may play your ſtar nearly 
the ſame trick that I played mine. Had it not 
determined that I ſhould be a vagabond and a 
rogue? Had it not condemned me to drink 
like a hole in the ſand? You ſee what I have 
done; I have retired from the world, I drink 
honey and water, but ſparingly; and, in ſpite 
of my ſtar, I poſſeſs ſome worth. But, as you 
are a ſoldier, you muſt follow a different plan. 
In order to avoid the inconveniencies which 
ſeem neceſſarily connected with your actions, 
pou muſt endeavour to be a general without an 
army; and to take poſſeſſion of a ſtrong city, 
which hath neither gates, nor ditches, nor 
walls; fo as, that the difficulty you will meet 
with, in furmounting theſe obſtacles, may not 
inſpire you with ſo much rage as to e you 
dee every thing. 5 
Stop a moment, my dear eint! ſaid Tran- 
chemont: Do you know that, in complying 
with your propoſal, I would be expoſed to the 
danger of loſing my life? Are you a fool? Or 
are you ſo profound that it is impoſſible to un- 
derſtand you? What is a general without an 
army? And where are ſtrong places to be 
| found, having neither ditches nor walls? 
A general without an army! replied Preta- 
| boixez to-morrow at the lateſt, Captain Tran# 
red =; - chemont 


ARABIAN TALES. wv 


Fhemont will be ſo, who, having neither ſol- 
diers nor baggage, will be able to take the field; 
in order to go and attack the city of Kallacahaba- 
laba, ten leagues diſtant from hence, a place of 
great ſtrength, though deſtitute of every arti- 
ficial defence. And what will the army con» 
fiſt of, which is to rank under my ftandards ?. 
—Of eight generals, each of whom, in his 
own way, is able to ſhake a kingdom; and to 
give you an idea of them, I am the feebleſt of 
them all. Yet it would have been in my pow- 
er, if I had undertaken the enterpriſe, to have 
become maſter of Damas. It is a well watered: 
city: Well! in eight days there would not 
have. been as much water left as would have 
quenched the thirſt of a hen.——My good der- 
viſe, you are properly named Pretaboire ; and 
now that IL know your. powers, I find: you very 
moderate: To have a, moſt prodigious facul- 
ty z you could eaſily ruin Egypt. Oh!] replied 
Pretaboire, in order to that, it would be ne- 
ceſſary to go and drink the Nile at its ſource, 
and that is too long a journey.— And tell me, 
replied Tranchemont, are your companions 
whom you ſpoke of as extraordinary as you, I 
am extremely deſirous to become acquainted 
with them.—You ſhall fee them to-morrow, 
faid the derviſe ; they will lay their proofs, be- 
fy you: They have need of counſel to dire 
112 | their 
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their enterpriſes, for they have all more ability 
than underſtanding z. they want a chief to com- 
mand them with authority, and to give theni 
2 and they will find him in you. 
By Mahomet ! exclaimed the Captain, caſt- 
ing his eyes up to heaven, I am tempted to 
pardon my bitch of 'a ſtar for bringing me hi- 
ther, ſince it has led me to the command of 
my equals — But, let us ſpeak a little concern» 
ing your place of war ; Who has the command 
of it? What could one do with him ?—lt is 
under the yoke of a ſtrange tyrant, whoſe 
name is Bigſtaff: You muſt baniſh him. One 
tyrant ſucceeds another, and thus your ſtar will 
be proved falſe; for, except the name, you 
will reign as well as another, and perhaps bet- 
ter; becauſe you know no law but your own 
will. Are you of any religion No indeed ; 5 1 
was circumciſed however. That is ſufficient. 
My dear Pretaboire ] you are an accommodas 
ting faint; it is juſt ſuch as theſe that I love: 
But I ſhould with to accuſtom myſelf to your 
honey and water, that I might get drunk with 
you. In the mean time, before I go to reſt, 
I am anxious to have a more accurate idea of 
the city of Kallacahabalaba, for I form: all my 
plans of attack in bed. 
Kallacahabalaba, replied the derviſe, is fits 
oye ugh Sctadlnd meunaln, out all round 
with 
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with a pick-ax, to the height of ſixty feet, in 
ſuch a manner as that nothing but a ſnail can 
aſcend it And how do the inhabitants come 
down ?—They do not come down at all; they 
deſcend in baſkets fixed to chains of iron. Theſe 
machines are ſo fitted, as to let down to the 
ground an hundred baſkets at once, containing 
ten men each, with their arms and baggage; 
this is done very quickly, and without the leaſt 
embarraſſment: The people of the country, fon 
twenty leagues round, are ſo much afraid at this 
ſhower of armed men, that they haſten with 
great eagerneſs, carrying their tribute to the foot 
of the mountain, and fill. all the baſkets that 
are there. By my beard! ſaid the captain, 1 
ſhallloſe a little of my renown if I don't diſ- 
turb this buſineſs.— But, what kind of a fellow 
is that Bigſtaff you mentioned? Is he a cham- 
pion of a certain ſtrength ? Would he gallant- 
ly aceept the propoſal of meaſuring ſwords with 
me ? His ſtature is ſomewhat gigantic; covers. - 
ed with iron from head to foot, he walks as. 
nimbly as if .it were with feathers ; beſides, he. 
never plays but with his club, which is of gild- 
ed braſs, and weighs ſeventy-five- pounds; he 
uſes it like. a rod of aloes, and I believe he would 
not engage infingle combat with any but ſuch as 
could oppoſe to him an arm of equal ſtrength, — 
on replied Tranchemont, what pleaſure ſgould 1 
113 fer) - 
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feel to be oppoſed to him at an arm's diſtance! 
I wopld make my blade enter exactly at the bot- 
tom of his noſe, that, before he expired under 
my ſtrokes, I might have the pleaſure of ſeeing 
him gnaſh his teeth. But I am born to con- 
quer or die under the protection of my ſabre, 
and Fleave the uſe of the club to thoſe whoſe 
profeſſion it is to fell cattle Beſides, does 
this fellow never come out alone ? Could one 
not attack him without giving him time to 
take his advantage ?—He never comes out, re- 
plied the derviſe, except when he knows of a- 
ny one travelling in his dominions. Alas | 
this coſt two of our companions their life, Braſ- 
defer * and Dentd'acier +, who had gone on an 
adventure of hunting upon his territority. They 
were invincible by any other; but, having made 
them be ſurrounded by his people, while Braf- 
diefer, with the ſtroke of his fiſt had knocked 
down a good many of them, and Dent@dacier- 
had made others feel the aſtoniſhing ſtrength. 
of his jaw, Bigſtaff himſelf came up, and knock- 
ed them both down with his club.-—Sdeath ! 
I will revenge them, exclaimed captain Tranche-- 
mont; your recital makes my blood boil as if I 
had juſt aſſaſſinated my brother. Let us go to 
feep, in order to moderate the impatience with 


= Iron- arm. 
9 Steel. tooth. 
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which I- burn to be acquainted with all your 
people; for I know no other remedy. | 
. Pretaboire yielded to this invitation, and they 
beth ſtretched themſelves on ſome leaves, and 
{ſkins of beaſts, which were at the bottom of the 
cell. They awaked with the firſt rays of the 
morning, and had iflued from their cave to. 
take a walk, when. the derviſe perceived at a 
diſtance three people coming towards them: 
Theſe are our people, faid he. What are their 
names ?—-Their names are deſcriptive of. their 
talents; the name of the firſt is Quickſight *;. 
he could perceive a needle on the ground at the 
diſtance of forty leagues 3 he is our ſpy. The 
name of the fecond is Aimwell ;. he could 
fix an arrow in the heart M an apple at the 
fame diſtanee. And. Cut-the-air $ the laſt, 
could go .and pick it up in five minutes. But 
they ſhall perform in your preſence, and you. 
ſhall judge of the advantage which may be de- 
rived from them. Mean while the e Al 
formers arrived. 
„ Rejoice, comrades !“ faid Pretaboire to 
them; © fortune hath: reſtored us, in this gallant 
e Duichjight, in French, Percevue ; and in the Arabic, . 
Guillarich. 


+ Ainnwell, in French, Droitaubut ; and in the Arabic, 
Nadhertavil. 


cut. the air in French FendVair ; and in the Arabie, 
Karaamek, ; 
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knight, much more than {he ; took from us in- 
Braſdefer and Dentd acier. This is the formi- 
dable Captain Tranchemont, by whoſe arm, 
fabre, and head, we ſhall be enabled to revenge 
aurſelves on our cruel enemy, and to live in joy. 
and peace on the earth. But you know that. 
we muſt dine to-day ;. are you come without. 
proviſions ?—- No,” replied Aimwell, „ we. 


will do tolerably well if you have cakes. 
Strong-back“ was coming with us, carrying 


on his ſhoulders a calf fix months old, and two. 
tuns of wine under his arms, when the fancy, 
ſtruck himof entering a garden to gather a ſallad;. 
he walks at a good pace, and will ſoon be here 
if he meets with no accident. When he had ſaid. 
this, Strong-back arrived with .a.fallad hanging 
at his neck. They were three enormous cab= 
bages, which, being tied together by a cord, 
adorned his body on all ſides. Notwithſtanding, 
his burden, his gait ſcemed as nimble as if he had. 
been carrying only a bag of nuts. He laid his. 
burden on -the ground, and was preſented by, 


 Pretaboire.to*Tranchemont. .. There, my gee - 


neral,” ſaid he, tapping Strong-back- on the. 


- houlder, © is our chariot of war. Sack towns, 
conquer armies, plunder ; the back which you 


ſee: will · leave nothing behind; it would not. 


1 Serhat, 4 French, Bondos; and in e Arabic, 
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bend unden he weight of the treaſures of So- 
lomon. “ Hitherto, ſaid Tranchemont, 
© thoſe who ſhould have carried away my plun- 
der would not have bent long under their 
weight. Whenever I have any booty, I fit down 
in a corner, and eat till nothing remains. To 
ſee me devour whatever I have gotten, one would 
think I was perpetually purfued by robbers or 
incendiaries; it is my bitch of a ſtar that forces 
me to cat almoſt continually, in order to render 
meincapable of ſhowing favour to anything; but, 
thanks to you, my dear aſtrologer, I muſt hope 
that we are in the right. Hold, -I fee there 
2 little calf, which weighs good an hundred and 
eighty pounds; and a little of my old ha- 
bit leads me to wiſh that we ſhould. eat it juſt 
now.” —« It was made for this purpoſe,” re- 
plied Pretaboire : © Hola! ho !” ſaid he, cal- 
ling his people. © Strong-back, ſkin that calf, 
and make a ſpit : Quickſight | Cut-the-air | 
where is the cook ? | 

Quickſight looked round the country, and 
perceiving with the naked eye, what no mortal 
could have diſtinguiſhed with the beſt teleſcope, 
« Ah!” faid he, „I perceive him; he is not 
far from this, but he is amuſing himſelf with 
roaſting qualls; as they fly over his head, he 
picks their feathers in the air, and eats them. 
Do you ſee,” ſaid Pretaboire, & how this 
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raſcal is engaged on a review-day ? He roaſts 
Quails in the air, that, completely drefled,. they 
may drop in ſhowers into his mouth — And, 
where is that lazy knave Toujourſdort“, 
to beat the drum, and oblige every one 
to e at the ſignal?ꝰ “ I. perceive him 
alſo,” ſaid Quickſfightz be is aſleep under 
the ſhade of a broom; the earth ſeems. to ſhake 
with his ſnoring, and I cannot conceive how- 
you do not hear him from this place. Yau: 
fee, friends, ſaid Pretaboirez „that we have 
great need of diſcipline: And how extremely 
fortunate we are in having. accordingly found x 
chief Come, Cut-the-air, ſhew us the place 
where the quail-eater and the ſnorer are; and 
let them come with all haſte.” 
Jou ſhallſee,” added Pretaboire, * whathind 
of men theſe two are. The cook Soufflefeu+ ſhall 
give you a ſpecimen of what he can do. He could 
melt 2 mine of metals in the bawels-of the: 
earth, As for Toujourſdort, his talents are 
pretty moderate 3 but he has one which is ex- 
tremely uſeful to us. When we let him out to- 
the combat, he ſpreads terror all around. By 
ſtriking his belly, he makes it emit a ſound like 
that of forty drums. He ſets up ſuch dreadfub. 
howlings as could make walls tumble down. 
* Toxjour/dort, Sleep-evere ws 
 TPefer, Blow-fird,, 
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While he was explaining all this to Tranche- 
mont, Toujourſdort and Soufflefeu arrived; 
« Drummer,” ſaid the derviſe to the firſt, cc g 
and beat the fignal. Soufflefeu, go you and 
roaſt the calf which Strong- back is putting on 
the ſpit.” Then turning towards Tranchemont: 
& My general, ſaid he to him, « it is your 
now to ſhow theſe people what you can 
: There is the calf on the ſpit, and the cab- 
bages cut into ſhreds; but we have neither any 
thing to collect the juice of the roaſt, nor a 
plate in which to dreſs the ſallad; but, cut off 
dexterouſly a whole flice of the biſcuit which 
is before my door, and thereby procure the ne- 
Nn cn Cana 
_ herbs.” 

The captain eargerly ſeized this opportunity 
of diſplaying his dexterity. He drew his ſabre, 
and, with the firſt ſtroke, cut off a flice half 
an inch thick, the whole length of the ſtone 
He then formed in it a place to receive the 
juice of the roaſt z and the flice which he had 
cut off ſerved as a plate for the cabbages. The 
ſpectators, who were no leſs apt to be ſtruck 
with admiration, than capable of exciting it, 
| zZ nn, 

the work. 
In the mean time, Tranchanwnt,' in his turn, 
Felt a great curiofity-to ſee a calf roaſted in a 


$34 ARABIAN TALES. 


place where he ſaw no fire, nor coal, nor 
wood to make one. Strong- back acted as turns 
ſpit; and the ſpit itſelf reſted on two large 
ſtones, placed in the middle of a very green 
plot of graſs. « Come, Soufflefey,”. ſaid Pre- 
taboire, « do your duty: You are ſenſible that 
there is no occaſion to burn the roaſt, we need 
only a gentle and penetrating fire; manage the 
matter properly. Soufflefeu was a man of 


deeds, and not of words; and - proportioned 


his hot breath ſo nicely; that he ſeemed not ſo 
much to roaſt, as to gild the immenſe roaſt 
which was turned round before him; ſo that 
the juice run down upon the cabbages, which 
he ſet a boiling by ſome puffs of fire that he 


| ſent to them. The Captain appeared highly 


delighted with the talents of this cook, and 
ſhewed himſelf eager to give farther proofs of 


his own. He obſerved, that it was impoſſible 


to have a table in the cell of the derviſe, on 
account of a rock of granite, ſix feet high, and 
of equal thickneſs, which occupied the whole 
centre. * Stand back a little,” faid he to the 
people who were around him, I am going to 
ſtrike off, from this little ſtone, ſome chips 
which might ſtart into your eyes; we muſt 
have a place to prepare our table.” At the 
fame time, he ſtruck the rock with. his ſabre, 
To "he 
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he detached from it. appeared a table of 
marble that needed only to be poliſhed. «© What - 
a terrible arm! what a valiant ſword!” ex- 
thers,” ſaid Pretaboire to them, “ it is this 
which muſt ſhew us n e eee 
3 the rubbiſh PRE the 
place, which was now freed from this huge 
Kone; as ugly as it was incommodious. The 
moſt beautiful of the pieces being artfully join- 
ed together, formed benches around à table, 
which, with five or ſix ſtrokes of his ſabre, 
the Captain had rendered perfectly ſquare, and 
had hollowed out belew to make room for 
their legs. Never did any companion of our 
labours,” ſaid Pretaboire, « perform ſo. neatly 
that work in which he excelled | Toujourſdort 
clapped his belly in token of admiration; and 
his gentle rubbings made the cave re-echo with 
a dreadful- ſound; Meanwhile the cover was 
laid; Soufflefeu brought the roaſt. «© Wine ! 
wine!“ cried Pretaboire, bringing with him a 
bag of fiſty pounds weight of cakes. Strong= - 
back went to bring the tuns; but Tranche- 
mont, who dreaded the derviſe's thirſt, thought 
it his duty to remind him of his vows: „ is 
your penitence ended? holy man “- No, 
replied Pretaboire, «I muſt drink ſome * ö 
Vol. II. K k 
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of honey and water; rene 
wine to waſh my mouth.“ 
They ſat down to table, l every one e of 
mem did great juſtice to the feaſt. There was 
but little converſation; however, from time to 
time, one of the gueſts related an exploit of 
his own peculiar kind. It was always of the 
marvellous ſort. Towards the middle of the 
repaſt, Pretaboire, having ſomewhat, blunted 
the edge. of his appetite, cait a look around 
im. „ Brethren,” ſaid he, © our, number is 
not complete; Grippenuage*, and Groſſitout are 
wanting; however, they had the ſignal, for 
Toujourſdort beat the drum ſo as to make it 
be heard at a diſtance. As the derviſe was 
making this reflection, the two characters made 
their appearance at the entrance of; the cave. 
* Yow deſerve, ſaid he, “ not to here gn | 
much as a cruſt to eat. Lreſpect people of, an 
bilities only when they are regular in their 
duty; and to- morraw, if you fail in the ſervice 
you ſhalbanſwer for it to a more able NEFA, 
than Lam: In the mean time, fit. dawn. and 
drink. * After dinner, you ſhall be informed 
of moſt wonderful things. Tou are in the 
L a very great maſter, the illuſtrious 


30 
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proofs of my abſſities, a8 as you ſhall Tee” Say» 
ing this, he ſwallowed his pitcher full of wine 
at one” draught. The perſons who were juſt 
come in, having nothing to reply, NOT 
bowed down, and dinner was ended. 

«Come, brothers,” ſaid Pretaboire; RE 
the repaſt was "finiſhed, we muſt” paſs in res 
view, and begin, by making ſure of ſome 
diſhes for our ſupper. 1 r 
Cut-the-ait? attend! nsch 

« Quickſght, I Want an handed pounds of 
veniſon, ini four pieces. Obſerve the banks of 
diſtant rivers'; ſeek us fome young deer; goats; 
and an antelope; they muſt all be tenller, and 
_ eafily digeſtec.“ The performer put himſelf in 
the proper poſition; at firſt his looks ſeemed 
to move alöng the ground near at hand, and 
hen, Why ceptibly, his view was" extended to 
3" gent Uſftance, and fximmed over the world. 
« Ak” exclaimed” he, 1 have found--what 
you want behind that little hill, at the diftance 
of ten leagues. “ /Aimwell,” faid the derviſe, 
& vehtite vdr dow“ Aimwell Aus à fake 


before Quiekſight, bent his bow, and ſet himſelf , 


in 2 proper poſition for ſhooting his arrow. 
« At the diſtance of ten leagues ?” ſaid he to 
Quickfight,—— and thirty paces.“ The/arcow- 
e IBF II The 
Ker is pierced” did e. (1920 226720 i. 
ä 1 Come, 


* 
0 : * a 


Come, Cut-the-air, put your ſhoes in a pro- 
per ſtate, and pick up the game.” The order 
was inſtantly executed. Pretaboire repeated 
the command three times ; and in half an hour 
the four pieces of veniſon were procured, and 
brought to Strong-back, who ſkinned . 8 
and put them on the ſpit. 
ane having examined the aack of 
an How!“ faid he, & have we only 
dhieey pounds weight? Quickſight, look out for 
ſome freſh bread,” 4 There is an oven full of 
it at Maſſer, which is till quite hot,“ replied 
to clean his oven. There ãs a fine. opportuni- 
ty to purchaſe his bread for nothing: Go, Cut- 
- wis in the cell before the baker  perggived. it. 
& fLTou fee, General, ſaid the derviſe, * that 
che butlery is pretty well furniſhed, Ah if 
Strong - back had wings, we might have wine; 
but we muſt not always be dying with thirſt, 
Come, Grippenuage! lay hold of chat cloud 
Which is paſſing, and force it to ſbed Its con- 
tents on this place; if there are any hailſtones, 
fo much the better; for I love exceedingly to 
drink ice. The cloud was pretty high: Grip- 
penuage took a clue of ſilk from his pocket, 
_ made it iy up to the cloud. The clew 
2 was 
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was wound down; and the end of it being ſo 
low as to be within reach of the hand, the 
man then fixed himſelf to it, and the vapour 
ſeemed to attract him with an aſtoniſhing rapi- 
dity. 4 Cotnrades,” ſaid Pretaboire, “ let us 
expdſe our pitchers to the water which is about 
to fall; and, as we have no change of mantles, 
let us place ourſelves in the cave. The whole 
troop obeyed; the cloud deſcended ; Grippe- 
nuage ſqueezed its ſides; and, by the help of 
his thread, came down with the ſnower. 
Tranchemont beheld with aſtoniſhment: the 
performance of theſe miracles. You muſt 
agree, General,” faid Pretaboire, & that, under 
your command, one might promiſe the moſt 


ſplendid ſueteſs with theſe brave fellows. 


never ſaw, ſaid Tranchemont, „an aſſem- 
blage off talents ſo rare, and ſo well ſuited to 
one another; we are fit to undertake every 
thing. I have already revolved a great many 
plans in my mind. Stop; do not ſpeak to me 
at preſent, you would diſtract my thoughts.—F 
have forgot ſomething very eſſential ; fince we 
have only water to quench our © thirſt; "we 
ſnould at leaſt have "ſome flagons of liquor. 
We have fill three hours of day; let us want 
nothing: Then the derviſe called his people. 
„ Quiekſight,““ aid he, ( and you Cut-the- 
* get us ſome . flageons of Hquor. Von know. 
33 ©f 3 _ that 


in a quarter of an hour, the- fide-board was 
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that the fun may dart his meridian beams upon 
them. Go and make an attack upon them: 


What cannot be done in one voyage, may be fi- 


niſhed in two.” The order was executed; and, 


furniſhed” with four large flagons -of liquor. 
* This Cut-the-air is extremely expert, cun- 
ning, and expeditious, ſaid Pretaboire; “ it 


i a great ity he has not a ſtronger back, one 


might derive inconceivable advantage from him.” 
— By. Mahomet, faid Tranchemont, without 
this little medicine, I ſhould have had a fine 


"noiſe in my belly all night. But, my good der- 


viſe! Could not we have ſome figs ?-—I give 
vou the whole earth to chooſe them from.—-1 
take you at your word, replied the Captainc—lI - 
want, the fineſt figs that grow in Africa 


wiſhes for. Put a baſket on your arm: Pick. 
them with great care, and return in half an hour 


aàt the fartheſt, for you _—y 1 mugen * Out- 
8 eto diſappeared. - 


The veniſon was on the faves ET 


was turning it, Soufflefeu was employed in 
roaſting it, and Toujourſdort had gone to ſnore 
at ſome hundred ſteps diſtance in order not to 
incommode any perſon; ſtill, however, he was 
| heard. © You have a ſnorer there,” ſaid Tran- 
"thetnont, « who is ſomewhat difagreeable.”— 


He - 
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He muſt be allowed xeſt, replied Pretaboire; it 
conſiſts; it keeps his belly ftretched ; beſides he 
beating on his cheeks, and that amuſes us: it 
is neceſſary to put all their talents to ſome pur - 
poſe,—You are in the right: but tell me who 
is that man whom I fee fitting with his arms 
acroſs ? I know not yet what he can do. 
That is he who has the charge of our lodgings: 
When-we take the field, with very ſmall means, 
he makes a great affair of every thing. His 
name is Groſſitout. His buſineſs is very fati- 
— — ee 060 OR 
when you ſee him at work 

The day was ſpent in ſuch. converſation.) as 
this eee HO ren. Preta- 
baire was uneaſy. 4 Hola, Quickſight !” faid 
he, „ ſeek in the orchards of Africa, and en- 
deavour to diſcover Cut-the-air, who has either 
loſt or forgotten himſelf.”  Quickfight exami- 
ned attentively. Ah! the wretch,” faid he, 
* he has eaten more figs than he has gather- 
ed ; he is very near Damas, and is aſleep at the 
| fide of his baſket. The Arabians, who ramble 
in the neighbourhood, will ſteal it; they will 
take his ſhoes from him, and we ſhall fee him 
no more. There is a large bird perched on a 
branch of the Tas if 
1 Aimwell 


0 


— —̃ —_——— #1 
— — <<” 2 
— - 2 —_ — 
— — — 
— 
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Aimw ell would kill the bird, its fall might awa- 


ken Cut-the-air. At what diſtance is the bird 


you mean à ſaid Aimwell.---Exa&ly ſeventy- five. 
leagues. Aimwell then ſtuck up his ſtake, and 
fitted his arrow, which immediately flew off. 
Quickſight examined the ſtroke. The bird is 
fallen, ſaid he; * the fleeper is awakened, and 
is now on his way.” The figs were in the cave 
in a moment after. Let us not chide our 
purveyor, ſaid Tranchemont to Pretaboire, 
ce this accident has ſhown us the uſefulneſs of 
Quickſight and Aimwell. But I fuppoſe the 
ſupper is ready; let us put the table in order.“ 


A That muſt not be, if you pleaſe“ replied + 


Pretaboire, 5 till after our camp ſhall have been 
prepared, and I ſhall have cauſed beat the re- 
treat according to the cuſtom of warriors,” At - 
„ eee eee e en ee L 
the order. = * 

Have eee dene es dc 


pour ground? We ſleep to-night in the tent; 


you muſt lay us at our eaſe in it. The ground 


is before you, replied Groſſitout; your lodging 
is in my breaſt, and my lungs muſt extend ĩt.— 


By*Mahomet ! exclaimed the geveril, that is 2 
ſtrange Tiddle;—* It is not a riddle ;” ſaid the 


der viſe, it at leaſt What you are going to ſee 

wiltexplain it to you. Let us approach the 

— eee 
Groſſi- 
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Groſſitout had a ſmall purſe, of the ſize of an 
egg, hung to a girdle with which his breaſt was 
girt. It appeared to be ſhut by four ſmall 
ſtrings, at the end of which ſome ſmall pins of 
ſteel ſeemed-to be fixed. He opened it, and 
blowed into it; and ſuddenly it was of the: fize 
of a melon : He continued to blow till he could 
put his head into it; he introduced his head z' 
and was ſeen blowing with greater force in the 
cap he had formed for himſelf. Every inſtant 
its ſize increaſod; and, as it deſcended to the 
very ground, the body of the blower was entire : 
ly ſhat up in it. His companions then took up 
the little ſtrings of che purſe, which were now 
become cords, and drew the four ſides ; the tap 
of the ball had taken the ſhape of a tent, which 
was ſupported by four pikes, which he-always - 
carrried with him in their march. Groſſitout 
continued his labour, and the tent increaſed fo 
as commodiouſly to lodge twenty people 3 and 
the pins of ſteel, now become pikes of iron, dri- 
ven in the ground, en een en 
pletely. firm. i f 
„ Holy prophet! e . 
in raptures, * have juſt now ſeen the king, the 
very god of muſhrooms; it is a perfect mira» 
cle ”'—&« Without flattery, general,” ſaid Pre- 
taboire, © to thoſe who have ſeen your a@tions 
every thing is 2 and boaſting * 


ed: 
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ed: but Groſſitout had exerted his power very 


ſparingly; he is capable of blowing up a tent 
ſufncient to lodge all the pilgrims to'Mecca, with 
their eſcort.” At that inftant the Toud/ſounid of 
à drum was heard at a diſtance; and, without 
the perfect unity in the ſtrokes, one would have 
ſuppoſed there was fifty. © What ſound is that 
I hear?“ faid Franchemont.,”——It is nothing,” 

| fald the derviſe; . it is only Toujourſdort ſtrok- 
ing his belly to beat a retreat; he is a brave fel- 


low for ſounding a charge. My good derviſe, 


the comparions of your penitence are very extra- 
ordinary people. They are forced like me to live 
in retirement, on account af the bad character 
they have with the public; but, with your a 
tins, ve mull BEUIIE to get ost öf K 3 auf we 
can drive from dis neſt' this vulture Bigſtaff; 
Shoo lets looſe upon us baſketsFull of his fois 
covered over with N ovary keep our troop 
itontinual alarm: ab og rub 
Alt though this 3 eee, tb 
n ee ck Fr uf Gas ß 
mixing a little honey in it; "yo tuld Noon 
dine it up. I would attack the wall with my 
- ſave; and, by Mahomet! you know whether 1 


ce unn cut any ſlices I would intrench myſe Hun- 


der the fortreſs, before they conld think or" 
iowving” fotcs st me. F world Eaſt Strong. 
beck throw che rubbiſh" thts the Witch, at 


2 unexpectedly in the place. Tou 
chould 
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ould then ſce how I. would fall upon the coat 
of mail by which all theſe raſcals are protected. 
— This is à plan truly worthy of yourſelf, ge- 
neral, replied Pretaboire, but the tyrant is ſe- 
cure from ſuch an attempt I ſwear by ꝓour 
book, venerable derviſe, that I ſhall- deviſe 
ſome plan from which he cannot ſecure himſelf 
ut let us go to ſupper It is the beſt reſolu- 
tion we can at preſent take, ſaid the derviſe, 
for the roaſt would have been cold if Soufflefeu 
S 5 0. 

. 'The-ltic-arwy were all ſented 8 well. 
' furniſhed. table, lighted by a lamp with three 
branches, and converſing about their future plans. 
« Comrades ““ ſaid Tranchemont, yo may 
depend upon my utmoſt exgꝝtions to merit your 
approbation; but, as you Have made me your 
commander, ,I| warn you that our march ſhall 
be regular and very expeditious—I have only 


drunk one draught of water, and it has made 


me ſick To- morrow, by ſunriſe, I will g 
through che review, I will give my orders; and, 
the,camp heing ſtruck during the zeview, Ii 
one draught of liquor and go to bed, thinking 

mach hollow like a well, L will ſieep upon theſe 
flints, as if I were ſtretched, on a bed of raſeggy 


| e enen, um as ve r 
1 AH. / r 5548s d | 
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out to-morrow with a great project in our heads? 
We muſt begin with ſtarving the rats in this 
place, by leaving them not even a cruſt to gnaw 
Let us conclude the banquet; let all the 
troop follow me, and go to the camp. It is 
proper that we ſhould fleep-in the tent— Come, 
« Quick-ſight, do you ſee any thing by nigl 
„ well as by day, general.” —< That's good; 
vou will be on the watch around the camp, and: to- 
morrow, during the march, you ſhall enjoyfleep 
upon — — 


e e 
force it to refreſh the air by ſhedding a flight” 
dew-—Tojourſdort will go to ſnore around the 
camp within reach of Quick-ſight, that he 
ma be able to gie Nhe alarm if any thing ex- 
traordinary ſhould happen. Com, friends, let 
eaabo of us take one of theſe ſkins: to ſerve him 
a8 a pillow 3. warriors; never renounce the con- 


veniencies of life ven they can be obtained.” 


* O great, valiant, and wiſe captain!” ſaid: 
before the troop. When they had! filed off, 
entered laſt into the tent, and lay 


dom in the middle. The next, each at a re- 


ſpedtful- diſtance” from the general, took. the 


ace which appeared moſt convenient for him: 
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| eee Gd hinguyatcand eee 
fell aſleep. _ 

A ban 25.the morning har a 
the horizon, Quickſight awaked Toujourſdort, 
who, yawning, ſtruck his belly, and the ſound 
of the blow re-echoed through the neighbour- 
ing caverns. Tranchemont was inſtantly on 
rades,” ſaid he, © let the day find us in arms: 
Groflitout, lift the camp. At this command 
every body left the tent; Groflitont alone re- 
mained in it to labour, while the ſtakes wert 
taking away; and, before ſun- riſe, the tent 
was folded up, and fixed to the girdle of the 
perſon whoſe buſineſs it was to carry it. 

They were all aſſembled far the grand review, _ 
and Pretaboire was in the rear of the battalion- 
Brother? faid Tranchemont, you are not in 
your proper place; as you are our counſellor, 
vou ſhauld have been in the centre; but the 
art uf war has undergone ſome little change, 
you are placed in the rear; and frequently, 
when the van has begun the engagement, your 
directions come too late. In this caſe, however, 
35 the ranks are not very thick, there is nothing 
to prevent your coming to me in the time of 
need. Is your book in good condition? Is there 
no leaf wanting !---By Mahomet! I have nor 
the whole of them; but it is all one; I can ea- 
ly ſupply the defect. | : 

Vor. IL 11 Come 


398 ARABIAN TALES. 


Comrade Quickſight, your eyes are ſomewhat 
red; bathe them in freſh water. Tou ſhould 
guard againſt defluxions.— Are the bow aud ar- 
rows of Aimwell in proper caſe?— There is 
nothing wanting, general. I am eager to be able 
to prove your dexterity, that I may ſend you a 
meſſage, directly in the view of the enemy. 
Show us your clue, Grippenuage. It is pretty 
round, and the filk well ſpun ! It is much finer - 
than a cobweb. But, my dear companion |! -if 
you would liſten to the advice of an old ſoldier 
like me, you ſhould ſoon know, that a talent, 


ſio precious as your's, ought not to be confined 


to refreſhing the air, and waſhing diſhes.— 
Soufflefen ! I cannot ſee the fire you have in 
your ſtomach, but I ſuppoſe it is he depoſitory 
of ſulphur and pitch, ſufficient for the cam- 
paign. As we are about to fall upon the kit- 
chen of another, we ſhall have no need of 
your's for our food ; but I ſhall give it you in 


Charge to roaſt every head which might give us 


any trouble. Cut- the- air] Your ſhoes ſeem. to 

be in good caſe ; but diſtruſt your taſte for figs ; 
you ran e Mi of loſing your ſtockings and 
ſhoes; and, in returning from ſuch a diſtance, 
you might have caught a very bad cold. —Grof- 
d tout! you have put up the tent; but, let us 
| * e the e Pegs are at it, . the cords _ 
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good, and if the ſtuff has not given way. No, 
every thing is right. Tell me, Were you to blow in- 
to a melon, could you make it as large as a gourd? 
No, general. -It has been ſaid with truth, that no 
talent ishniverſal Come forward, Stron g-back! 
you muſt get ſtraps of leather to manage your 
burden. There is a back on which, were it level, 
one might build a pyramid Do you pair you 
nails? That is an error. You know well, that, 
to lay hold of any thing, the hand can never be 
ſufficiently extended.—Here Toujourſdort! your 
drum is well ſtretched ;z but you muſt not mioi- 
ſten it too much within with hot liquor, that 
might dry its Kin. By the way, let me hear 
ſome moderate ſounds of your trumpet. Tou- 
jourſdort obeyed, by emitting ſome half- notes in 
a grave tone; but they were ſufficient to caſt 
_ diſmay and terror over the whole troop, Cut- 
the-air would have fled to the diſtance of an 
hundred leagues, if his legs had not failed him; 
Strong-back felt his knees bend under him; 
Quickſight became perfectly blind: Aimwell 
dropped his bow and arrows; Grippenuage 
| Jooked for a cloud to take refuge in; Groſſitout 
loft his breathing; and Soufflefeu felt himſelf 
chilled. By Mahpmet !“ faid Tranchemont, 
taking Pretaboire by the hand, who had the 
\ _ there's a fine. pipe] I am not a fant 
oY Lia FN hearted 
out 


n ee 
leaf. Comrade Toujourſdort l you are poſſeſ- 
ſec af a very ſuperior talent, but, if you pleaſe; 
we will only employ it on deſperate: occaſions. 
Fake your place again; and you, my friends; 
who have acknowledged me as your general, 
liſten, while I mrs ber NRA nn 
which we are about to engage. 

Our great object is to get poſleMon-of Kals. 
cahabalaba, and to deſtroy Bigſtaff. He: has 
too much prudence to expoſe himſelf 3: he will 
oppoſe us with. his mob, which we will over» 
came; but this will by no means be decifive. 
He muſt be forced by famine to capitulate; let 
us lay waſte: the country which furniſhes. him 
with food; and let us reduce him to the ne- 
ceſlity of eating the rock for ſubſiſtencel You 
have all the elements under your power; you 
ſtroy and therefore you can convert this'coun» 
try into a deſart in a very ſhort time. A mo- 
derate war might have the moſt ruinous con- 
ſequences ; "whereas, if we inſpire terror, three 
fourths of the people will endeavour to make 

their eſcape by flight. All that we have ta do, 
is to find Ae Ana we are to Hs 1 
40 piunder,” _ 5 
1 Quickſfight !” ſaid the A e this ads 

 mirable ſpy, © look towards the four cardinal 


*. 
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points. We want ſome eafy buſinefs, which is 
almoſt at our hand. What do you obſerve in 
che weſt” — «© At the diſtance of twenty 
leagues, general, I perceive” a caravan travel- 
| ling towards us. Although, ſaid Tranche- 
mont, (we could reach them by ſunſet, yet 
we would arrive both fatigued and hupgry 
and, by plundering it, we ſhould do no injury 


to Bigſtaff; that's not what we want: Look 


toward the eaſt. I obſerve. there, gęneral, a | 


fertile meadow, on which there are a great 


many cattle, and ſome ſhepherds.” That | 


object may deſerve: our attention afterwards; 


but there is no food ready there; and, as we 


ſet out faſting, we have need to find ſomething 
perfectly prepared foꝝ our dinner.“ Ah“ 
faid Quickſight, * there's ſomething toward 
the ſouth, ready .drefſed |. I ſee preparations 
making for a conſiderable marriage. That 


wilt do our buſineſs indeed: At how many 


leagues diſtance ? - «At ten.“ — Is it in a 
town :“ Yes; and a pretty populons one.“ 
80 much the better; we ſhall have an op- 
portunity of doing the more miſchief and noiſe. 


Theſe people ſhall not prevent us from per- 


forming our work. Let us here fix our plan. 


fet fire to chat part of it which is over againſt 


the' place, where the nuptials ſhall be cele- 
A LI3 brateg 


8 to be held, and ſeize the bride ; and, ſhould. 
the bridegroom, the father, or che relations, b 
troubleſome, I will diſtribute among thern a fe 
blows; and, ſhould that not quiet them, Tou- 
Jjourſdort ſhall fpeak a ſoft word in their ear from. 
me; and I am of opinion they will not malee- 
him repeat it. Sonfſſefeu ſhall burmevery;. 
perfect tranquility. ' As the inhabitants might 
attack us in a body, and throw: ones at us, Þ 
order Gripperuage to ſeat himſelf on the firſt 
/ cloud he fhall meet, to run after a» good many 
more, and, having joined them together, vo fol- 
low us with the colleſted maſs; he fhall then 
din r. „ By Mahomet?* ſaid: Pretaboire, 
there never was an enterpriſe formed with ſo 
many wiſe precautions.” Are you pleaſed then, 
derviſe 7” ſaid Tranchemont 3 © indeed I think 
ebery body muſt beſo.” "Come along; let us 
| march forward. Toujourſdort, beat agreedbly, as 
Vs are going to a marriage,“ The drummer 
| oboyed, and the troop advanced:in good onder 
' When they were within two league of the 
ep; Nunche ment ordered Cut- che air to ex 


three minutes the meſſenger returned. They 
fare an idol of wood, a beautiful heifer, with gil» 
ded horns, which will be roaſted in an hour at 
the fartheft,” Dy Mahomet-+ faid 'Tranche- 
mont to Pretaboire,, ©, ought. not you to be 
greatly delighted? We are going to labour as 
gain idolatry, and you fhall have the charge of 


—  averturning the idol. Conjure it with your: 


book; I recommend it to yoan—A marriage 
performed before an idol, and without a cadi 
Ie is null and wid. I will marry this young 
. 
bring her back ta the right way.. 
During this re- eee eee 
8 They ſtill proceeded on theis 
voad z and at length arrived in the-tawn, directly 
ſembled. Franchemont entered it as if it had 
been his on. „What, faid he, does any one 
marry here without my knowledge? and da 
they fit down. to table without me? Let any 
ane figure to himſelf the aſtoniſnment of the | 
koneſt townſmen.z they looked at. ane another 
without ſpeaking a word, and: trembled as they 
examinec the armed man, who:ſnoke: to them in 
this manner. We are undone | they en- 
N El it; is Tous other rank en 
= ſelf.” 


ſelf.” You lic; raſcals! There is no tyrant here 
For whom do you take me? Know that Lam 
the huſband of this fair young woman, and that 
ſhe ſhall have no other.“ Saying this, he took 
hold of her by the arm; the huſband and the 
relations advanced to free her from his hands; 
but, with a ſingle blow, and two back ſtrokes, 
he ſtretched them on the ground. Every one 
laid hold of a ſtick, of a knife, of ſome piece of 
furniture, or of whatever offered itſelf to his 
hand, in order to fall upon the raviſher; but, 
all at once, Toujourſdort began to ſneeze. . 
Was a talent of which Tranchgmont was ſtill ig- 
noerant; he was ſo ſtunned with it, chat had he 
been leſs eager for his prey, he would have let 
g0 bis hold. In the mean time, men and wo- 
men, and every thing in the houſe, was over- 
turned; and the houſe itſelf, which was not 
very ſtrong, was ſhaken with the ſound. 
aſtoniſhment, he ſaid to his noiſy ſquire, . Come 
along! Rid me of all that rabble ; and whoever 
is too fur from the door, throm them out at the 
window. Toujourſdort obeyed, and the houſe 
wus cleared of all its gueſts. There only re- 
mained/ the young Wife, who,” having {fainted 
through terror, would have fallen like th reſt, 
uad ſhe: not been ſupported by the vigorous 
prim. Meamrhile a cry of fire was heard 
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through the whole town, and ſhrieks and bows 
lings were eyery where ſet up. Come, ſaid 
Tranchemont to Toujourſdort, “ this is nat a 
time to ſnore; aur companions may loſe: theme 
felves amid this confuſion 3 you muſt beat tha 
ſignal.” —— eee 
:\ The nem married — 0 mei 
with this company, and endune the brutal can 
refles of Tranchæmont, ceaſed; not to ſhed 
tears. *<©, What pleaſure ſhould. 1 have in cont 
— — my beautiful girl !”- faid the Cap- 
tain to her ʒ & ſhed one of theſe pretty tears in 
eee the think eee 
which as are a ne has gif and 
diſguſt; - G 
| Wie chats — ere . 
ting themſelves moſt immoderately, a ſmall de- 
tachment af fifteen. men belonging to the gar. 
riſon of Kallacahabalaba, who uſually went their 
ed of their arrival; their chief had been de- 
ſcribed to them; but they did not conſider 
Tranchemont as very formidable; they there- 
fore ſurrounded. the bouſe where he and his 
_ followers were, and prepared to attack him 
.. 
1 with 


ſelf.”-= You lic; raſcals! There is no tyrant here 
For whom do you take me? Know that Lam 
che huſband of this fair young woman, and that 
mne ſhall have no other.“ Saying this, he took 
hold of her by the arm; the huſband and the 
relations advanced to free her from his hands; 
but, with a ſingle blow, and two back ſtrokes, 
He ſtretched them on the ground. Every one 
laid hold of a ſtick, of a knife, of ſome piece of 
furniture, or of whatever offered itſelf to his 
hand, in order to fall upon the raviſher; but, 
all at once, Toujourſdort began to ſneeze. This 
vas a talent of which Tranchgmont was ſtill ig 

norant; he was ſo ſtunned with it, that had he 
been leſs eager for his prey, he would have let 
80 bie hold. In the mean time, men and wo- 
men, and every thing in the houſe, was over- 
turned; and the houſe itſelf, which was not 
aſtoniſtiment, he ſaid to his noiſy ſquire, © Come 
along! Rid me of all that rabble; and whoever 
a Anderen re 1 ue e e 
ee en wid, eee 
 thtowgh terror, would have fallen like the reſt, 
uad ſhe: not been fupported dy the vigorous 
epi. Meamehile 2 cry of fire was heard 
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through the whole town, and ſhrieks and bows. 
lings were every where ſet up. „ Come, ,faid _ 
Tranchemont to Toujourſdort, “ this is nat a 
time to ſnore; qur companions may loſe: them 
felves amid this confuſion z you muſt beat tha 
ſignal,” The drummer did ſa, the whole troop 
returned; and the n me mme, 
the nuptials, was eaten up. 

The nem married wife, obliged: de ai 
with this company, and endure the brutal can 
refles of Tranchemont, ceaſed; not to ſhed 

tears. What pleaſure ſhould. 1 have in con- 
93 my beautiful girl * faid the Cap- 
tain to herz . ſhed one of theſe pretty tears in 
eee the eee 
—— a era 
diſguſt. i 

— nobisr mar Sand hath 
ting themſelves moſt immoderately, a ſmall de- 
tachment af fifteen. men belonging to the gate 
riſon of Kallacahabalaba, who uſually went their 
ed of their arrival; their chief had been de- 
ſcribed to but they did not conſider | 
Tranchemont as very formidable; they there- 
followers were, and prepared to attack him 
The: chief of this detachment entered ſuddenly, 
6 | with 
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with his ſabre raiſed over Toujourſdort, whe,' 
by ſngezing, warded off the ſtroke. Tranche- 
den keel u gabe va pat Ki 
{elf in a poſture of defence; A blow of his ſa- 
bre had cleft from head to foot the boldeſt of 
ihem ; with a back ſtroke he cut in two the 
perſon who followed ; the third had à ſhoulder 
broken; the fourth loſt the half of his arm; 
the fifth laſt his head; and the ſixth loſt both 
his legs. When the other ſoldiers oß Pigttaff 
beheld: chis defeat, terror adminiſtered wings to 
them; and, that they might fly with the greater 
ſpeed, they threw away their arms and their buck- 
lers. The companions of Tranchemont, ſeeing 
them in diſorder, purſued them without à mo- 
mentꝰs reſpite. 0 Grippenuage Mowerecl HAI U ns 
on them; Soufflefeu roaſted as many of them 
as he met with; and Toujourſdort ſneezed im 
the ears of thoſe v hom he could comme up with 
even Pretaboire himſelf knocked them down 
and were delivered to the ſabre of Tranche 
mont, who completed their deſtruction; ' {6 that 
not not one of them was left mum, dae reßolt 
of their common diſaſter. . 
Aſter this defeat, the victorious — re- 
turned to enjoy the teward of his victory, in the 
arms of his conqueſt. *"Duting the battle, hose 
r her eſcape. He entered 
im 
15 % | 
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in great fury, and called Quickſight. * Hola“ 
ſaid he, “ wilt thou ſuffer thy chief to be de- 


prived of all the happineſs he had a right to 


promiſe himſelf? Seek. for the faithleſs girl to 
me.—By Mahomet ! Curſe on the fellow wh6 
conceals her !” Quickſight exerted his utmoſt 


- addreſs and attention. « General! I cannot 


perceive her. I obſerve very plainly a compa- 
ny of women three leagues diſtant from this, 


flying with their children and baggage, but 


the new married woman is not of the number. 


The walls of the town, however, cannot con- 
ceal her from me, for they were of wood, and 
are all burnt down; ſhe muſt: of neceſſity be 


under the ground, and there you know I can 


ſee nothing. “ Ah! by the holy prophet . 
exclaimed Tranchemont, .« it is very hard to 


conquer without . enjoying the triumph. This 


is another trick of my bitch of a ſtar! Oh, 
for a thouſand bombs! It diſputes every kin 


of victory with me; I am in perfect deſpair,— 
Go, order Toujourſdort to ſound a retreat, 
and let every one take his ſeat at the table 
There is, ſomething here to drink, and my 
grief is of chat kind that it W 
drowned.. 


The little 9 8 hg Pr 1 


bn eee eee -fo theß 


* rd {4m lee”: 
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like wiſe partook of the conſolation he had che- 
„ Ahl my dear Strong-back !” ſaid Tran» 
chemont, © the pretty limbs you would have 
carried on your ſhoulders! Never would you 
have been loaded with ſo fwect a burden]! But, 
like the derviſe, we are, at preſent, forced. to 
lead a life of penitence; let us continue it, a} 
leaſt till the middle of the night, that it may 
be more meritorious. Tou, Toujourſdort ! as 
L-have great confidence in your talent, I give 
it to you in charge to ſecure our repoſe; till 
ſunſet. Go, and take a turn at half a league's 
diſtance from this place; and, whenever: you 
hall perceive any curious prying people, beat 
as it were eighty drums, and ſound. your trum- 
pet ſomewhat loudly.” Toujourſdort obeyed, 
while his companions continued the immode- 
c | 
There was not A e 
wiſe they would have found their cntertain- 
ment quite ready, without giving themſelves 
any trouble. Next day, the troop, under the 
command of Tranchemont, made - prodigious 
havock on every fide ; and with ſo much the 
more boldneſs, that, under ſuch a leader, they 
_ Battered themſebves with impunity. But they 
themſelves were obliged to dreſs whateyer they 


4 


— — 
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wanted to eat. Every night they encamped un- 


der their tent, the ſituation of which was 
unknown, for they never pitehed it till it was 
dark. During the day they were frequently 
obliged to fight, becauſe they met with ſmall 
detachments, like that which had propoſed to ſur- 
round them; theſe they invariably put to death. 
Whoever eſcaped the ſword and the fire, fell 
before the voice of Toujourſdort, who com- 


pletely broke the drum of their ears by whiſ- 


pering to them. At length, the hail wis ſhowers 


bee u. eee 


and defolation. 
A ee bes deviſe e Bens 
delivering the country from this terrible 


* 


fcourge, which was ſpreading fuck deſolation: 


This was, by arming the inhabitants with 


_ ings,” and overwhelming the authors of all 


this deſtruction with ſtones. Quiickſight ob- 


&rved this man, as he was trying this nes 


weapon, the uſe of which he was to propoſe. 
He faw him about t& comtwanicate his diſcove- 


moment in which he opened his mouth, an ar- 
row. flew from Aimwell's bow, entered his 


throat, and arreſted the ſalutary advice in its 


paſſage. The comitry was in abfolute deſpairy 
and advices to that purpoſe were carried from 
all quarters to Kallacahabalaba, by an hundred 


arrows which alighted in it: . 5 


Vol. II. MM m in 
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in which requeſts: were, preſented to Bighafs, 
and in which all complaints or. advices reached 
him). Upon this the, tyrant ſummoned: his 
Council, which conſiſted of a een 
deeply ſxilled in geomancy. 
„ You ſee to what 2 a _ are alu 
to be reduced,” ſaid he: Nobody indeed can 
diſturb us here; but nothing can ſave us from 
the famine by which we are threatened. Hi- 


| therto my arms have ſucceſsfully-oppoſed theſe 


extraordinary, robbers who infeſt my country; 
but their audacity has, without doubt, increa- 

fed with their ſtrength. They have at their 
head a chief, who alone hath deſtroyed ſeveral 
detachments of my ſoldiers, who watch over 
the fafety. of theſe countries, and collect the 
taxes: There is ſomething very ſupernatural in 
the reports and complaints which have been 
made to me; deviſe therefore ſome method by 
which we may provide for our ſafety. 4 1 
| have been thinking on that for ſome time, re- 
plied the learned perſon. have caſt the pati- 


vity of all theſe people, and have found, that 


ordinary arms could give you no advantage 
per ee ; The pretended. talents, which thay | 
magical bt chip. th . wary; eee e 
the moſt powerful mean it emplays, may bo 
* aun, 
ee x R 


* 
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thoſt which may be directly oppoſed to it: 
Thus, I will approach Toujourſdort with cot- 
ton in iny ears, and his drum will have no ef- 
fect upon me. I will ſpit in Soufflefeu's mouth; 
and the fire will be extinguiſhed. Quickſight 
becomes uſeleſs, in proportion as danger ap- 
proaches. The arrow of Aimwell is blunted 
againſt ſteel. Cut-the-air is but a meſſenger, 
who may be eaſily ſtopped. The ſcience of 
Grippenuage depends upon a thread, which it 
may be poſſible to cut. Pretaboire is but a 
coward of a derviſe, and can do nothing here 
thete is not water to drink; but we muſt ſe- 
cure ourſelves againſt his book. Groſſitout 
and Strong- back make part of the baggape; 
and are by no means formidable. But the 
moſt” dangerous enemy wWhom we have to 
encounter is Captain Tranchemont, the chief 
of that curſed race. He is conſtantly out df 
favour with the ſtars; and is actually endowed 
by them with the gift of doing all poſſible miſ- 
chief, without ever performing one good office. 
He hath a ready and active genius, an ae | 
foul und a body of uncommon ftrengttry but 
he is the perpetual victim of his raſhneſs. He 
wears a fabre all beſpangled, which the dia- 
mond itſelf cannot refift : Should you oppoſe 
to him your club of braſs, he would cut it in 2 
thouſend pieces, and you would be inſtantly 
M m 2 diſarmed. 
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diſarmed. His uſual cuſtom is to Aae e 


lenge ;; but he has been already informed that 


you never aceept any but on conditions to 
which he will not agree. However, Sir! if 


vou will arm yourſelf and your ſaldiers as 


I ſhall adviſe, I will venture to promiſe 


you infallible ſucceſs over him and all his 
troop. “ Go to my arſenal,” ſaid Bigſtaff, 
«, and cauſe all the arms you ſhall. judge pro- 
per for my ſoldiers and myſelf to be prepared: 
L hold your advice in too great. eſtimation nat 
to follow it implicitly.” I warn; you, ' how- 


ever, {aid the aſtrologer, that theſe arms 


will be very uncommon,” —# It. does not ſigni · 
fy; they will be ſo. much the fitter for enga- 
ging the enemy: One uncommon thing muſt 


de ogpoſed by another equally yanderful,”. . - 


Captain Tranchemont continued to ravage 


| the plain: And Bigſtaff, in concert with his 


learned counſellor; prepared the little army 


which was to take the field. It was aſſembledz 
and, with great ſecrecy, the arms and inſtru- 


ments of war with which it was to be furniſh» 
ed, were completed in the arſcnals, When all 
was ready, a body of three hundred men, fhi- 
ning in ſteel, was let down from the ſortreſs by 
et pats een AY 
N | Ran guts +. The 
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The enemy! The enemy!” exclaimed 
Quickſighht. Are they let down from the 
minarets ? ſaid Tranchemont.—“ Yes, Gene- 
ral; fee; the baſkets are emptying ! Three hun- 
dred men, and a chief who commands them, 
have come out. It is the tyrant himſelf; 1 
know him by his ſtature : He appears much 
taller than common.—Ah! what a ſingular hel- 
met he wears upon his head! It is a large ſeeth- 
mg-pot z Soufflefeu muſt make it boil.— His 
buckler is five inches thick; and his eyes 
ſparkle as if they were burning. Shall I go, 
General! and put the ſtake before Aimwell, 
that he may ſend him a preſent from you to 
his left eye ?“ - You are very zealous, ſol- 
dier!“ faid Tranchemont; © look, but pre- 
ſume not to adviſe. My enemy is then in the 
plain, and guarded: in a very ridiculous man- 
ner againſt my ſtrokes Come, Toujourſdort f = 
Summon all our people nr N. . and * : 
us march to meet the enemy. | 

n e ales; a 
within the reach of an arrow. Tranehemont 
was ſtationed in the centre, betwixt Toujotiſ- 


dort and Soufflefeu; Pretaboire and Quick - 


fight were in the right wing; and Cut-the-air 
and Aimwell in the left; Strong - back and 

Groſſitout were placed in the rear; and Grip- 
ee "IE URI AI 
Mm 9g which 


-” 
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Which he balanced in the air, waiting e 


per opportunity to diſcharge irt. 
Bigſtaff made the necelfiry dif- 
ba and e e in e d line 
three men deep. In the foremoſt rank, were 


placed thoſe hu. handled the naked armour; 
+ every ſoldier in the ſecond was armed with a 


fyringe ;; and thoſe in the third with a pair of 
ſciſſars; eee ee eee 
deve eee Kreer 
Tranchemont beheld — of wars 
1 aquaidh him; and, full of con- 
fidence in his forces, he marched forward in 


full affurats of a easy vidtbrysHe-advanced: 
ten paces before his troop as if to challenge 
his enemy to fingte combat, Bigſtaff advanced, 
in order to accept; and the armies remained 
In ſuſpenſe, when Tranchemont ordered Fou- 


jourſdort to ſound the charge. This was the 


only order that was well executed; for, in every 
other reſpect, events, unforeſeen by Tranche 


mont, diſconcerted all his eee ren- 
dered his efforts ineffeCtual. 


s en as Tranchemont ——— 


Had oppoſed buekler to huckler, the former 


wiſhed to diſcharge on the head of Bigftaff one 


of thoſe deciſive ſtrokes, by which the ſtrength: 
of his arm, and the temper of his blade, had 
. but, beforerherfiruck, 


gen he. 
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be thought of addreſſing, | in the following 
manner, the deaf . * 

tain of victory. | 

+ « Bigſtaff!” dad be a dated 
ſeullions l art thou not aſhamed to preſent 
thyſelf. to battle with a pot upon thy head.? 
thou art threatened Or, hath my evil ſtar 
fuggeſted. to yau this ridiculous defence, that I 
diſgrace of having triumphed over the prince 
of cooks ? Muſt the brave ſoldiers of Tranche- 
bers ?-—Darcſt thou. lift againſt me the dub, 
which does not become thy ſhameful hand fo 
well as the fpit. ow which thy roaſt is turned 
every day? e eee 
and buckler extremely well 

„% Tranchemont, replied lügllaff, « thy 

words and thy conduct. are alike. I am not 

come out againſt thee to encounter a warrier, 
but a butcher, by profeſſion... And, if it be- 

' longs to me to act nobly in every thing, to y 
it belongs to perifh/ by an ignominious death. 
Thou challengeſt me to-inflit the firſt blow 
. dare thyſelf to give it. By Mahomet thou 
ſhalt not be deceived,” ſaid Tranchemont. . 

With theſe: words he let fall a ſtroke, quicker | 
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than lightening, on the pot which covered tlie 
head of his enemy; but the moment the ſabre 
touched it, inſtead of penetrating the pot, it re- 
bounded in ſuch a manner as to ſhake the 
vigorous arm which wielded it. Tranchemont, 
aſtoniſhed at this reſiſtance, wanted to cleave, 
with one blow, the arm and the buckler of his 
adverſary; but the blade of his ſcymitar flew 
into pieces. Inſtead of having ſtruck, as he 
thought, upon iron, it was againſt 'a hollow 
gourd and à moulded cheeſe, 1 
Power of his ſabre was exhauſted. . 
. «© Great God “ exclaimed” Teanchemont, 
as he retreated four ſteps; Holla Souffle- 
feu | Let this head be put to the fire, n 
make it as hot as that of hell.” IMA pl | 
_ Soufflefeu was about to obey; but inſtantly. 
2 deluge of water entered his mouth, directed 
from an hundred ſyringes; and there iſſued 
aut of it nothing but a thick ſmoke. | Depri- 
Grippenuage to his aſſiſtance, who hovered o- 
der; but all the ſciſſars of the third line of 
Bigſtaff 's ſoldiers were in the air, and, by cut- 
. eee pu turned the Town's * 

Tranchemont then, d 
retreats thought it his duty to make uſe of his 


. 
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laſt reſource, and made Toujourſdort beat the 
march. But, in conſequence of the cotton 
with which the. ears of his ſoldiers were ſtop» 
ped, the army of Bigſtaff was not diſmayed 
with the noiſe, They at length ſurrounded 
Tranchemant. The drummer redoubled his 
ſtrqakes upon his enormous belly, and the 
whole troop was ſtunned with the terrible din, 
and fled with all their ſpeed; but Tranche 
mont remained the victim. The tyrant of Kal- | 
lacahabalaba put him to death with his club 3 
Toujourſdort burſt; Souffleſeu was ſuffocated 
by the ſmoke ; the reſt eſcaped; as well as they 
could, and ſought their ſafety in the caverns 
e * them oy . 


{1 a F 8 i 
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Ix , this manner did Dobil-Haſen finiſh his 
ſtory. The attention which had been paid to 
him, and the pleaſed. air which he thought he 
rewarked, in his hearers, inſpired him with good 
hopes of ſueceſs. « T have,” enen 
ve have accepted. obliged me v0 tell a ſtory; 
the incidents of which ſhould be abſolntely new. 
have made them happen to unknown cli. 
raſters z L have had the greateſt deſire to pleaſe 
1 e e 


6 


ſo happy.” —© O moſt certainly, ſaid 'Vaſums, 
your {tory hath given us all very great plea- 
ſure; and my good Nans will not deny that ſhe 
hughed very heartily. * I confeſs,” faid the 
nurſe, „ I was all attention; and very mo- 
ment I expected ſome new jeſt. I Was igno- 
rant of this manner of telling ſtoriesʒ and felt it 
entirely new to me. But is this all we are 
to hear 4 No, my good nurſe,” replied 
Vaſumé, “ there is ſtill another, and we wait 
with impatience till he Who is to relate it ſhall 
chooſe to begins Siying: itiis, Ihe caſt her 


1 eee ee ee 


midity kept ſilent. B n ied! | 
 Valid-Haſen was, W e ee — 
with his coulin than his brathers: His inclination 
was under the influence. of a more delicate; and 
leſs 1 Pare Kar and he wquld have prefer- 
red her to the moſt. advantageous matehsin-Sur- 
rat. But, at that moment, the frar of loſing 


25 her baniſhed from his mind all the reſources of 


| his imagination; and, although, he was endo- 
ed with an uncommon memory, and ungen 
ſtanding, nothing preſented itſelf to his mind 

which did not appear to hate been thought of 
by others z perhaps, alſo, ſelf· love might be at 
take. Ae that, be, his embarraſſment 
was very 3 Lips trembled, and an in- 
voluntary blufh  overſpread his farchgads;i This 


"Ys; * * * heſitation 


. 
being more particularly intereſted in her young 
couſin, ſecretiy wiſhed that he might be victo® 
rious; and the good Nanẽ ecpected a ſtory.. 
At length Valid-Haſen took courage; and 
en over: fn den ur ee 
end, Weg ute 


1 as 2 3:5 * 


ier tri OR | 
ek e a 


eee deen ket, 
(faid he), it would be extremely preſuriiptuous in 
0 me to pretend to equal them by the reſources of 
my imagination alone; pet it has been ſaid, 
that dreams frequently have in them ſo x 
dine; and that which 1 had laft night is ſo 
extraordinary; that, even though I do not com- 
ny I am yet obliged to reſpect it; and it 
is in conſequence of the ſentiments with which" 
it has inſpired me, that” 1 have the boldneſs to 
relate it to you: © 1 DDr £27569 et EL 
n confequence of the great n 
ſtudy, which 1 give every day, and of Phick T 
hope one day to teap' the advantage, being fe- 
tigued with controverſial reading, T yeſternight” 
nech pen iy table; With my head 1 leaning , 3 Wh 
r cd l CY TA dene fe TILITY 
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* Scarcely was I completely aſleep, when me- 
thought I'was tranſported to the middle of a 
_ dry plain, Where I was devoured by thirſt. I 
looked all around me for a fruitful ſpring'; but 
| how could I find it amid the burning fands 
Nn At length I perceived 
a beautiful melon, on a ſtalk which was already 
withered. I took my knife, and ftooped down 
to cut off the fruit. But, as ſoon as the blade 
entered it, the handle followed, and dragged 
after it my hand, my arm, my elbow, my ſhoul- 
der; nt wy OI ,, ee quickly 
that I had not a moment left for reflection. 
_ In a moment, I found myſeif ſeated on 7 
know not what, in the center of the melon, the 
inſide of which appeared to me to reſemble a 
very thick miſt, which was almoſt equal to total 
darkneſs... 1 thought I-was working-very hard 
wich my, hands, endeavouring 10 pemove it, 
when, all at once, it appeared to dilfipate itſelf, 
in the form of thoſe vapours which the winds 
| drive along the ſummit of lofty. mountains | It 
| vaniſhed entirely; and I was left at liberty to | 
examine the different objefts which ſurrounded 
me. f '» 
| 12 * A beautiful green bank, ber- 25 
dered with flowers and plants, every one more 
curious and rare than another. The heavens” 


| were gver my head, and the rays of the mem. 
bak. 6 I | ing 
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chat its head appeared to touch the ſkies; while 
ann eva; ho that's e 
and each of thein oatobhider a branch, * 
not be heard when they called to one anocher. 


But I perceived, by the brandiſhing of a ſfick, 


that they were diſputing about the nuts which 


were upon the ground, and which belonged to 
the perſon who had made therm fall ; yet they 


only diſputed at intervals, and the work füll 


vent on. I picked up two nuts, and, upon open- 
ing them, found that they were only empty 


ſhells. Why ſo much norfe then, faid-T to my- | 


ſelf, «and ſo much eagerneſs in diſpnting about, 
ten be = n enn 
bead expoſed me — Aiko? 1 N 
ſought another place, at a greater diſta — 
where Ifew nothing but laves thivwen:dowiih but 


Tone. vey 7 rann the fruit. | 


Ade inn remaidilis Gn Ks40py} x ee 
de of no . reſt; 
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Rick, nor W ceach-ki and. they 
who were then employed, did not ſo much as 
ſee it. I felt a ſtrong deſire to bring down the 
only fruit which remained; but, how was I to 
lay hold of it? I had not a ſtick, and could 
not climb even the trunk of the tree, 
L had ſeen young people throw ſtones with 
dungs; and it occurred to me to make one of 
my handkerchief. I put into it a round flint, of 
nearly half a pound weight, I threw my ſtone 
almoſt without looking at the mark. The fruit, 
however, was hit; and the nut, as it fell, made 
ſo great 2 noiſe, that it attracted the attention 
r 
, Aſtoniſhed at my ſucceſs, 1 picked up the 
nut, and opened it. O wonderful! The ſhell 
contained millions of ſhrubs, all as perfect in 
workmen, who had obſerved me with great at- 
tention, being ſituated over my head, took 
chem, and exclaimed: © See what a fine thing 
I have found !” In vain did I endeavour to 


vindicate my prior claim to this diſcovery, 
* You!” ſaid they, „ Did you pull chis nut? 
yt iP rea apy pawn green 
tree, 4 But, ſaid I, * I brought it 'down 
E 


ARABIAN TALES, 4 


chief, which remained among the branches, 
where you ſee it ftilk CE! 

| « My rivals ſhrugged up their ſhoulders; and, 
enraged at ſeeing a treaſure carried off, which 
accident and my own dexterity had procured. 
for me, and- aſhamed to find nothing in my 


poſſeſſion but an empty. ſhell, I awoke, and 
| found: myſelf in great agitation with a dream 


which muſt have ſome meaning, and which I 4 1 


here require from any perſon who can diſcoverit.” 
Lou paſs a compliment upon the relater, 
replied Vaſume ; and I own he deſery@ it.-- 
When one dreams fo agreeably, one isforry to 
awake.—Come'on,: faid Nane, let us attend to 
another ſtory ; for thoſe which have juſt now 
been related have made me forget my hunger. 
We have no more to hear, my dear nurſe, faid 
the beautiful Indian, I ſent for you on account 
of the three ſtories you have now heard; I im- 
poſed upon their authors the condition of no- 
velty; Do you find that it has been properly 
fulfilled Perfectly well, faid the blind wo- 
man; I have heard a great many ſtories in my 
time, and have told a great many likewiſe ; but 
Fknow none more original that cheſe, either in 
| e the inutter; br oF manger of" u. 
vering them. * 

Nou muſt tell me, my good Nane, replied 
Vaſumé, to which of the three you give the 
CE Nn 2. - 
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preference; and my, choice ſhall: be unreine 
by your taſte. Your judgment will not be the 
oonſequence of any prejudice in favour of the 
authors, fince you have never ſeen them; there- 

fore, my good nurſe, I wait your opinion. —l1 
<an refuſe you nothing, my dear girl; and, firſt 
of alin my! n xelpotiing the: firſt 
ſtory. 

es 86 Nothing,” a the blind. Nang, 
could be more ingenious, than the manner in 
which the pretended Armenian deceived Na- 
rilha ogg ber Jon ; but, was there not too great 


” "Sant woman, and an idiot? Were chere not 


"too many means employed in the air to bring 
about a marriage between a barber's daughter 
and the ſon of a potter? And I was made to 
wiſh ſor nuptials in which I felt no intereſt. I 
was totally ynacquainted with the wife, and 
heard but very little of the huſband. Beſides, 
it appeared to me that he was under no neceſ—-— 
ſity to ſcatter gold with ſo lavifh a hand, and in a 
manner ſo miraculous, ſince a handful of ſequins 
would have been ſufficient to have concluded 
the whole buſineſs. I did not approve of the 
wiſhed to have laughed to the very end; for 1 
Ne that ah e notwithſtanding theſe 
N | „ e f 
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trifling defects, appeared to me delightful, and 1 
was ſorry that it did not end more agreeably. i, 
The ſecond ſtory tranſported me into the 
middle of a crowd of wonderful beings : I laugh- 
ed very heartily at the extravagancies of every. 
kind which were ſcattered in it, and was infi- 
nitely amuſed ; but that is all. I beheld theſe 
chimerical alluſions diſappear without regret z 
and this ſtory has left behind it no ſentiment 
or idea. When I have laughed very much, my. 
dear girl, I ſhould wiſh to be able to reflect 
with pleaſure on the motive of ſuch gaiet. 
„ ted, It; is only = front Gin, 
however, T have laid hold of its principal fe 
tures. 1 
The e 3 upon dey. Lands, 8 
preſented to me the idea of a ſtudious man: 
He thirſts after knowledge. Nature is conceal- 
ed under the rhind of the melon. which he 
plucked ; his body followed the blade of the 
knife, becauſe he gives himſelf up, without re- 
ſerve, to the diſcovery of truth. At firſt, he 
finds himſelf in darkneſs; but the moment ſoon 
comes in which he can look around him. The 
beautiful walnut- tree repreſents the object with 
which he was ambitious to become acquainted; 
and it was covered with the curious, who were 
engaged in a work which they did not under- 


* ſtand, 
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and, in pulling empty ſhells and leaves, and 
diſputing, with great haughtineſs, concerning 
the fruit of their idle labour. A man more ex- 
. pert laynches a ſtone, which brings down the 
nut from the top of the tree; be opens it, and 
finds the truth incloſed in it, under the emblem 
of a million of little walnut- trees, ſprung from 
one {ingle ſeed. This diſcovery was owing to 
chance, which is the parent of all thoſe that are 
- T confeſs, my daughter, that this little dream 
has given me more pleaſure than the two ſto- 
- ries; and that they fall infinitely, in my eſti- 
Af E 
the walnut tree. 
Vaſume was of the fv opinion with her 
- nurſe, * That,” faid ſhe, © is a good ftory 
* which amuſes while it inſtructs, and which, by 
mixing the uſeful with the agreeable, makes. 
both to be felt. She conferred the prize on 
her couſin Valid-Haſen; their nuptials were 
celebrated with greas ſplendor in Surat and 
e ene e | 
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